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(Official Report of the Third Session.) 

Volume III — 1937. 

The Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Council met in the Le;»‘isla1ive (’hamher of the Legislative 
Calcutta, uii Friday, the JOlh Se])teinhrr, at p.m., 

bein£? the first day of the Third Session, puixuaiit to .Neetion (>2 (n) 

3 f tlie Government of India Aet, lO-Jo. 

Present: 

Mr. President lIonTde Mr. Satyendka Cuandua Mitka) was 

in the Chair. 

Fifty-seven meiuLers and eleven Minister© were ])reseut. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Hunger-strike in the Andamans. 

1. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (<i) Will tlu Hon’ble Minister 
in charg;e of the Home Department l)e plea©ed to state wlndlter the 
Bengali political prisoners in the xVndamans have given uj) hunge!- 
strike? 

{h) If so, from when? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister please state whether any deaths 
occurred among these political prisoners in the Andamans between the 
time of their taking to hunger-strike and tlie present time? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether forcible feeding 
was resorted to on those political prisoners? 

{e) If so, upon how many? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the Bengal 
Government enquired about the aforementioned forcible feeding? 

2 
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{g) If so, what did they come to know? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the Governmeni 
of Bengal keep themselves duly posted of all information regarding 
the Bengali political prisoners sent out of Bengal? 

(t) Will the Hon'ble Minister please state whether Govemmeni 
intend to repatriate those Bengali political prisoners in the Andamans I 
(;) If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bk 

Khwaja Sir Nazinfiuddin): (a) ajul {h) All Bengali terrorist prisonerE 
with the exception of four abandoned the strike on the 28th Augusi 

last. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (e) I presume that the officers in cliarge of the convictE 
caused those who required such treatment, to be artificially fed in ordei 
that they might be kept alive. 

if) No. 

{g) Does not arise. 

(//) Matters of importaiue concerning these convicts are reiuu'ted tc 
this (jovernment by the Government concerned. 

(/) and {j) The attention of tlie lion’ble nn'inher is invited to the 
statement which I have made in this House in this connection. 


Japanese Fishing in the Bengal Shores. 

2. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs (rt) Will the Jlon’ble Ministei 
in charge of the Agricuilture and Industries Department be pleased tc 
state whether Japanese trawlers operated and Japanese fishermen 
caught fish in the Bengal side of sea coast in the Bay of Bengal? 

(h) Are they doing so still? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister please state whether they did so or 
do so as a matter of right or they took permission or held licence either 
from the Government of Bengal or the Government of India? 

(d) Do the Japanese fishermen, catching fish as aforementioned in 
the Bay of Bengal, challan the fishes to the Calcutta market and sell 
them here? 

(e) Will the Hon^ble Minister please state whether Government 
intend to preserve the Bengal side of the sea coast of Bay of Bengal 
as a preserve for Bengali fishermen only to catch fishes and sell them 
in Calcutta or other markets? 
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(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what steps, if any, the 
Bengal Government are taking to. foster the growth of the fishing 
industry in Bengal by Bengalis? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) So far as is known, no Japanese trawler lias ever operated 
and caught fish within territorial waters in the Bay of Bengal. 

(6) to (J) Do not arise. 

(e) Bengalis have so far shown little inclination to embark on sea 
fishing within o^ without territorial waters. If it should become neces- 
sary in tlie interests of Bengali fisliennen to do so, (TO\<Mnnient would 
certainly take steps to control sea iisliing hy outsider^ in Bengal 
territorial waters. 

(f) The lion’ble member is leitored to the answiM* gi\en to clauses 
(V7) to (f/) of qu(‘stioii No. given at tlie meeting of tliis rouncil on 
tlie Ibth August last. 


Duty on Spirit. 

3. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the HonTde 

Minister in charge of tlie Forest and Excise Department be ])leased to 
stat(' if the ( rovto nmcnt are awan* that the progress of tlu' spirit imhistry 
is being greatly ham})(‘red owing to the varying excise restrict ions wliicdi 
exist from p]o\in(‘e to jirovinee? 

(h) If so, has tlH‘ ]diarnia(M‘iit ical industry or any other allied 
industry" been atl'eeted by sucli restrictions also? 

(c) Is the Hoirble Minister aware tliat "SNliile spirituous medical 
and toilet preparations made in India are being thus hampered, liie 
imports from overseas are not subject to exeist‘ restrictions niid enjoy 
free transport movement throughout India? 

(d) If the answers to (a), (h) and (c) be in tlie ahirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister ])e pleased to state whether th(‘ Government of Bengal 
contemplate moving the Government of India to adopt — 

(i) a uniform low rate of Excise duty on spirituous medicinal 
preparations throughout India; 

(//) to collect the duty at the places of manufacture, i.e., tlie 
factories and the bonded ware-houses; and 

(iii) to distribute it among the Provinces and States pro rata? 

(e) If the answer to (d) be in the negative, do the Government 
contemplate concluding some agreement with the Government of other 
Provinces for recovery of Excise duty on export from Bengal P 
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MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr, Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) and (b) BepresentationE 

to this effect have been received from the trade. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) These are matters of provincial Excise to which the executive 
authority of the Central Government does not extend. 

(e) Yes. Action has already been taken in this direction, and 
agreements have been arrived at with some Provinces. 

A conference of Provincial representatives is contemplated, to secure 
uniformity, if possible, throughout India. ^ 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state witli wliat jjjovinees agreeinent.s liave been arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: I cannot say 
hand. I want notice. 

Alternating and Direct Current. 

4. Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister' in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state whether the voltage of alternating current used by the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation Limited and other electric supply com- 
panies in the jmovince varies fjom and upwards and in some place> 
it goes evem up to GOO? 

(h) Ts it a fact that the (*ost of production for the alternating 
current is cheaper than the cost of direct current? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the consumers are charged at 
the same rate for both kinds of current? 

{<]) If so, is the llon’ble Minister aware of the tragic dangers 
involved in the use of alternating current ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government intend to take to stop the supply of the alternating current? 
If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) The voltage oi 
alternating current used varies from 220 to even 600 in some places. 

(h) In computing as to wdiether alternating current is cheaper than 
direct current many factors, e.g., size of power stations, areas of supply, 
loads, etc., have to be taken into account, and it is not always, there- 
fore, that alternating current is cheaper than direct current. In any 
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event I am not aware that there is any considerable difference in the 
producing cost. 

(c) The charges for both are the same in Calcutta. 

(d) and (e) I understand that the principal causes of electrical 
accidents are misuse of ajiparatus. faulty installation work and failure 
to comply with the Indian Electricity Rules which have been framed 
to provide for the protection of persons and property from in,iur\ . It 
is probable that the same tragic occurrences would have taken place 
even with direct current. 1, therefore, do not propose to take any 
rdeps to stop the supply of alternating current. 


Managing of the Jute Mills. 

5. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state tlie number of jute mills in Rengal managed by the 
Bengalis and of those by the non-Bengali Indians and of tliose registenMl 
outside India ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the average income by 
way of salary, commission, etc., from every maund of jute for the past 
five years derived by the non-Indian Managing Agents and owners of 
the jute mills of B(‘ngal by the export of raw jute and jut (5 goods 
for the past five years? 

(r) Will the Hon'hlo Minister please state the avei^age profits of 
the jute mills of Bengal for the past five years and the net average 
monihly income per (yipita oi the jute mill labourers for the ]>ast five 
years and the average price per maund of jute acttially got by tln^ jute 
produrers for the past five years? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have no information on tlie subject. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: M ill the Ifon’hle IVIinister be 
pleaded t(» make empiiries to liave information on tlie subject? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is ]ii art icall\ im])ossible to make an enquiry, as it will take a long 
time. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: AVill the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state how it is impossible to obtain the infcirmatiou asked 
for? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The amount of labour and time that will be required to collect the in- 
formation, will take years, as the information will have to be obtained 
from tlie jute mills, labourers, etc., and as such I do not know how 
it will be possi])le to make an enquiry and get the information within 
a reasonable time. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Is it not worthwhile and really 
is it not useful to have the information which concerns the principal 
trade of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Some of the 
questions are meant really for the Ministry of Labour to answer. For 
example, income yer capita of the labourers is a matter wliicli concerns 
the Ministry of Labour as also the question of the average profits of 
the jute mills of Bengal. Will Mr. President ])lease enquiie whetlier 
the third question should not have been sejit to the ^liiiister in charge 
of Labour for answer? 


Release of Detenus, 

6. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of tlie Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government intend wholesale unconditional ndease of all political 
prisoners, detenus and internees and wholesale withdrawal of restric- 
tions where restrictions exist ? 

{})) If the answer to {a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when they will be released or when the 
restriction oiders will be withdrawn? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister pleavse state if in the ease of release 
or withdrawal of restriction orders, it will be the poli(‘y of the Govern- 
ment to grant everyone a consolidated sum sufficient for start in life, 
befitting the status to which he belongs or to make other suitable 
provision for everyone? 

{d) If the answer to (c) he in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please stale if they will be put to open trial, and, if not, why 
not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A general release of 
persons convicted of murder, dacoity and other offences committed in 
furtherance of political movements is not contemplated. The policy 
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of Govenmient in reprord to persons in preventive detention was stated 
in this House on the 16th August last. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the TTon'Me Minister be 
plea'=5ed to state if, in addition to tlie statement made on the IGth 
August last which was of a general character, any other specific 
statement is to be made regarding the policy alretidy adopted or going 
to be adopted? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think that on the 16th 
August I made<a iletailed ^tatiMneiii — not a neneral statiunent — of policy 
as regards ])(‘rs()ns under dc'tenrion and it was stated (‘ategorically 
undei various heads 1, 2, 3 and 4. 


Information about Detenus and Banned Organisations. 

7. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Deparluieni be pleased to state — 

(i) the number; 

(U) the name; 

iiii) the residence; 

(ir) the age; and 

(r) the jilace of detention or internment of all the political prisoners 
and detenus ami intern(*es wlio liave been convicted for 
technical br(*ach of the restraint order witli nature of the 
breach of the order and tlie sentence therefor? 

(fj) AVill tile Hon’ble Minister please state — 

(?) the number; 

(ii) the name; 

(iu) the location; and 

fir) the duration of the order of ban of all instit utions, organiza- 
tions or S(nn/f/s ^till under ban? 

(o) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if and when the order 
>f ban will be removed from all or any of these institutions, organ!- 
lations or Samitis? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I regret that the 
mllectioii of material for the preparation of the statement desired by 
;he hon’ble member would involve an expenditure of time and labour 
irhich Government are unable to undertake. 
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(h), (i) to (m) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(iv) The orders will continue until they are cancelled. 

(c) No decision has been arrived at. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: As to (h) (iv), the order of ban 
on some institutions find organisations and Samitis, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the cases of these institutions at all? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. They are 
being considered and Government policy is one of progressive ameliora- 
tion and we are relaxing these orders as soon as we tliiuth them desirable 
to do so. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Has the ban actually been re- 
moved from any of these institutions within the last one month? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No, Sir. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Is the lion ble Minister con- 
templating to lay down any principle for tlie public to understand on 
what princi2)le these bans will be removed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I can remem- 
ber, the bans are now only apjdied in one district, namely, Midnapore, 
and there have been considerable ndaxations of the various restrictive 
orders and Government are watcliing the effect of these withdrawals 
and as soon as they think it will be advisable, Government will consider 
the question of removing tlie ban in the district of Midiia])ore. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: AVill the llon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier lie is considering llie question of ban on several 
organisations in the Tip])era district? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tlie ban on Coinilla Abhoy Asram is going to 
be removed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is under considera- 
tion. 

Revisional Settlement. 

8. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to 
state whether Revisional Settlement Proceedings are conducted under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the Beiifral 
Tenancy Act is not shortly going* to be amended? 

(c) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable that the 
Revisional Settlement Proceedings should continue before the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is amended ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Government have already announced lliat no revisional district 
settlement would be undertaken in the current year. 

Khan Bahadur SA1YED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: As revr 
sional settlement includes Klias Mahal Settlement also, will the Hon ‘hie 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is (‘ont(Mn])lated that the Khas 
Mahal Settlement will continue, althougli it is contemplated that all 
enhancement ])]Oceedings will be ])rovisional1\ stopptMl? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; The District 
Revisional Settlements do not include the T^and Bev^uiue Revisional 
Settlements. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: My 

question was wliether the revisional setthunent ])ro( (‘(‘dings are con- 
templated and wlie1h(‘i‘ they ar(‘ going to be conlinu(‘d. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: l)istii<i Revi- 
sional S(*ttl(‘iiient operations will be disconi inu(*d but Tiand Revcn\io 
Revibional S(*ttlemen1 where necessary will b<‘ und(‘i t aJv(‘n . 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In spite 
of tlie fact tliat there will be no en]ianceni(‘nt and all proceedings for 
enhancement will be stopped? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, Sir; if 
necessary, it will be. Besides enhancement, there may b(‘ other grounds 
on which it may be necessary to undertake Land Revenue R(‘visional 
Settlement from time to time. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state what are those otljer grounds? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: To keep the 
records up-to-date. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; If tli( 
zemindars can keep tlieir records up-to-date without District Revisiona 
Selflfurient, why should not the Khas Mahal be able to do so also? 

The^Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government dc 
not admit that it will be possible for the zemindar to keep the record^ 
up-to-date without Revisional Settlement Operations, but if the Legfis- 
lature expresses its wishes that at least in the current yeiar there shoulc 
be no Revisional vSettlement Operations in Midnapore, Government oui 
of deference to the wishes of the Legislature may decide to discontinue 
it in the current year. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Bu 

there is a special Khas Mahal staif to keep records of the proceedings 
^and of the subsequent changes. Why should there be any necessity oi 
revisional settlement within fifty years? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It will not be 
wise in the opinion of Government. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Will the Honbh 

Minister be pleased to state it the revisional settlement in Midnapore 
will be finislied within the course of next year? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have not yet come to any decision on that point. 


Services of Clerks in the Settlement Department. 

9. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: {a) Ii 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware thai 
a large number of ])os1s of clerks, niuJtarr/rs and peons of the Settle 
ment Department have already been or are going to be abolished shortly 
for want of nork in thi* department? 

(b) Will it not further accentuate the unemployment question whicl 
has already become acute? 

(c) Is the Jloirble Minister contemplating to employ the efiicieni 
hands of the Settlement Department in various other departments ol 
the Collectorate and in Debt Settlement Boards? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
suitable compassionate pensions or gratuity to such of them as have 
rendered long service but have become too old now to be eligible for 
further employment? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) It is usual iu such case.', for the head of Ihe department to 
circulate the list of suitable and efficient hands to the different depart- 
ments of Government for consideration wliile filling up vacancies. I 
have no doubt tliat their ('ases will be favourably coii'^idered by tlie 
different departments. 

(d) No, as under tlie <erm^ of their (‘inployment they are not entitled 
either to pension or oratuity, 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Do the 

Government coiiNider the desirability of ‘’•lantinu' com])assionate 
gratuity out of tliat di 'deletion ary grant to these discharged em|)loyees, 
althnuirh it may not be within tlie terms of their employment P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Is tlm llon’ble 
Minister aware ol tlu‘ tael that under similar (*ircumstanc(‘s employees 
discharged from Government service, have been given compassionate 
allowances in other departments? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, I am not 

aware of it. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleast'd to consider the desirability, when filling u]> the next 
vacancies, of giving tlie diseharge<] clerks the tii'st ])referenc»‘ ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government cannot 
commit lliem^elves to any iletinite policy hut a> I have stated tin* Heads 
of Departments will, in filling uj) vacancies, eertainlx tak(‘ into (‘onsi- 
deratiun tlu' elaini'^ ol the^xc di^eharu'cil (lovernnieiit stovanls. 

Troop march past Muragachha High English School. 

10. Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA (on behalf of Dr, Radha 
Kumud Mookerji): Will the llon’ble Minister in clmrge of the 

Hom<» Dejiartmeiit he ]»len>ed to >tate whether it i'^ a fart that on or 
about the JOth F(d)iuary, 19d7, a com]>aiiy of troojis maif IumI jiast the 
Muragaehlia High English School in Nadia district? 

(b) Is it a fact that the boys of the said school were assembled by 
its authorities on the roadside under the direction of its President to 
salute the troops? 
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(c) If the answer to both these questions be in the affirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if such an enforced salutation 
to the military is a salutary measure for the upbringing of the boys? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) I understand 
that the facts are as follows: — It is true that a company of troops 
marched i)ast the Muragachha School on, or about the 10th “February, 
1937, and the boys were assembled on the roadside. They were not 
ordered to salute, but many of them did so of their own accord. 

(c) There was no enforced salutation and the question does not arise. 


Reserve Forest in Chittagong. 

11. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tlie Excise and Forest Department been drawn to 
the hardships and inconveniences which are being suffered by the 
villagers living round about the reserve forest in file C'hittagong district 
on account of the enforcement of present rules and regulations about 
reserve forests ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a committee to go into the working of present forest laws and 
regulations with a view to their modification in such a way that the 
poor villagers may be benefited from the reserv'c forests in the same way 
as they are being benefited in the i)rovince of lluriiia ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) Yes, but the 
hardships and inconveniences to whicli the villagers living in forest 
borders in Chittagong, are said to be subjected by the present forest 
rules, are more imaginary than real. The existing transit rules are 
identical with those previously in force with such modifications as 
present circumstances demand. The rates of royalty for grazing, fuel, 
bamboos, etc., are too low to require revision. They allow a good 
margin of profit if the produce extracted from forests by the villagers 
is sold in the market. 

(b) No. 


Penalty from Defaulting Propietors. 

12. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Will the HonTde Minister in 
charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to state how much money 
was realised as penalty from the defaulting proprietors of tarafs and 
talubs in the distri* t of Chittagong in the year 1935-36.^ 

(b) What was the highest rate of penalty realised in that year? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of pro- 
mulgating new rules in supersession of the present rules? 
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(d) If so, is the Hou’ble Minister considering* also of the desirability 
of reducing the rate of penalty by at least 50 per cent, in order to give 
relief to the defaulting pro})rietors already under economic depression? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Rs. 7,927. 

(6) to {d) The highest rate of penalty realised amounted to 40 per 
cent, of the arrears. The framing of new rules is not under considera- 
tion, as Collectors have already been given instructions to be lenient 
with penalties. But Government will make enquiries to ascertain 
whether suflicient leniency has been shown in Chittagong district. 


Estates sold for Default in Payment of Revenue. 

13- Mr. NUR AHAMED: (^/) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department he ])leased to state how many estates were 
sold for default in payment of revenue in the Chittagong district in 
1935-36? 

{})) How many were permanent estates? 

(c) How many were temporary estates? 

(d) How many were taluks Y How many of them were purchased 
at Re. 1 by Government in that year? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) 1,273. 

(h) 326. 

(c) and (d) No separate figures for taluks and other temporary 
estates are readily available. The number of temporarily settled estates, 
including taluks j purchased by Government in 1935-36, was 177. 


Accommodation in Chittagong College. 

14. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Has the attention of the ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department been drawn to the 
utter inadequacy of accommodation in the Chittagong College for the 
large number of boys seeking admission ? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering tlie desirability of sanc- 
tioning at an early date the scheme already submitted for extension of 
the Chittagong College building? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K, Faziul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(h) The scheme will be duly considered by Government while pre- 
paring the next year’s budget estimate. 
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15. Mr. NUR AHAMEO: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Forest and Excise Department aware that there is about half 
a lakh acres of culturable land within the range of Chakaria Sundarbans 
Reserve Forest range of Chittagong F 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state— 

(i) how much of this is being actuallj’' cultivated; and 

(ii) how much is lying fallow? 

(c) What is the annual income from this reserve.^ 

(d) What is the annual cost incurred for maintaining the same? 

(e) Does the Hon’ble Minister intend — 

(i) to deforest these lands; and 

(ii) to distrilnite the same among the landless cultivators? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA PEB RAIKUT: (a) No. The area 

of the Chakaria Suiidarbans Forest Reserve is 18,500 acres only. 

(h) No cultivation is allowed inasmuch as cultivation in the Reserve 
Forests is against the principles of forest conservation. 

(c) and (d) In the past this reserve yielded about Rs. 11,000 per 
annum, against the annual proportionate cost of management amount- 
ing to about Rs. 3,000. With adequate i>rotection now afforded under 
the new w^orking jdan prescriptions it is expected that the income will 
steadily increase. 

(e) No. It is a matter of great public importance that existing 
forests should be preserved. 

Classification of Prisoners. 

16. Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: (rl) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge, of the Home Department be pleased to state 
on what principles are prisoners classified in A, B and C Divisions? 

(h) Is it a fact that in such classification the mode of living of the 
prisoner immediately before his arrest is the determining factor? 

(c) Is it a fact that the status and the mode of life of the prisoner’s 
family are not taken into consideration? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) modifying the principles now adopted ; and 

(ii) taking into consideration the status, respectability and the 
mode of living of the family to which the prisoner belongs? 
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The Uon^Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The attention of the 
hon^ble member is invited to Rule 017 of the B<fn|ral Jail Code, Volume^^ 
I, a copy of which is in the library. , 

(b) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) As I have stated elsewliere, I shall shortly examine the rules of 
classification of prisoners. 

Pension for Government menial servants. 

17. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware that the 
menial servants of the (Tovernnient are subject to great liardship due to 
the absence of full pension ? 

{h) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate to allow these 
menials full pension like officers of the higher ranks? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, Nalini Ranjan Barker); (a) 1 have no such information. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Result of Matriculation and Intermediate Examinations. 

18. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge ol tlie Education Department be i)leased to state what is the 
annual percentage of suc^'essful and unsuccessful candidates among 
Hindus and Mussulmans in the Matri(iulation and Intermediate 
Examinations of the Calcutta I'niversity and of the Dacca Intermediate 
Board respectively, for the last ten years? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The statements obtained 
from the Calcutta University and the Board of Intermediate and 
Secondary Education, Dacca, on the subject aje laid cm the Library 
table. 


Record-of-rights. 


19. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the following particulars for eacli of 
these districts in which preparation of record-of-rights is completed : — 


(ay 

(h) 


actual amount of expenditure incurred ; 
amount apportioned to landlord#, and tenants 
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(c) amounts actually realised from them respectively; 

(d) the amount realised in excess over the amount of apportion 

ment on the landlords and tenants respectively; and 

(e) how the excess amount has been appropriated? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) to (d) 1 

statement g*iving the in formation is placed on the Library table. 

, (e) Before 1921 all excess recoveries were credited to the Govern 
ment of India while from 1921 these were credited to Provincia 
Revenues just as any deficit would have been met from that revenue. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister bt 
pleased to state wlietber there is any district in which there was € 
deficit ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not aware 
of that. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: As the statement was pre- 
pared by the Hon’ble Minister, how does he say that he is not aware 
of it? The statement is not before me even. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not before 
me either. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wluit Government intend to do with the excess which 
will appear in the e.ollections in di>tricts in which the settlement is 
not conipleted ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a 
hypotlietical question. Sir. Govei’iiment are not yet aware whether 
tliere will be any deficit or any excehs in any of the districts. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Supposing there is a deficit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ivhan Bahadur, hypothetical questions cannot 
be allowed. On a point of order, you can ask whetlier there is any 
deficit or not. 


Excise Sub- Inspectors. 

20. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) how many vacancies occurred during the current year in 
the cadre of Excise Sub-Inspectors; 



1937.] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 17 

(b) whether the vacancies have already been filled up; 

(c) if so, what are the number of Hindus and Mussalmans among 

tlie appointments made; 

(d) whether any ratio has been fixed for communal representation 

in these services; and 

(r) if so, wliat is tljc ratio for the different communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) Five vacancies 

occurred in tlie current calender year, besides fourteen vacancies wdiich 
were remaining unfilled from the previous year. 

(b> SiAtccn^vacancies have been filled u]) recently. 

(c ) to (r) The appointments made were as follows: — 


Muhammadan ... ... b 

Caste Hindu ... ... 0 

Scheduled Caste ... ... 2 

Indian (.'hristiaii ... ... J 

Hilliiian ... ... 1 


Muhammadan re])n\s(‘nta tion is fixed at a minimum of 33,^ per cent. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Ilon’ble 

Minister he ])h‘ased to state what he means by “hillman’’? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8AHNA DEB RAIKUT: A man of the hilly 

country. 

Crop prospect in the Burdwan Division, 

21. Mr. KANAI LAL G08WAMI: (rf) Is the Hon’ble 

M inister in charge of the Itevenue Department aware of the unfavour- 
able prospect of crop in the Jiurdw^au Division owing to scanty rains, 
coming immediately after a year of dire famine.^ 

(b) If so, will he be pleased to state w^hat steps, if any, have teen 
taken to avert the disaster? 

(r) Does the Ilon’ble Minister contemplate relaxing the irrigation 
charges and restrictions in order tliat facilities of such cultivation, 
wheievcj' availahlc', jnay he enjoyed bx’ the maximum niuiihcr of ]>eople? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (oi The latest 
information received from the Divisional Commissioner shows that 
recent rains have improved crop prospects considerablj'^ in every district 
of the Burdwan Division. 

(b) No agricultural disaster is at present considered likely but the 
situation is being closely watched. 

(c) The reference to “restrictions” is not understood. As regards 
irrigation charges, some relaxation has already been granted as regards 
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tlie 1936-37 assessment. The question of relaxing the 1937-38 assess- 
ment does not at present arise. 

Mr. KANAI LAL COSWAMI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the agriculturists are required to 
pay in advance a portion of the total charges assessed as a condition 
precedent to the supply of water 

The Hoffi’bleSir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not aware 
of it. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: On a point 
of information, Sir. On the last o(!casion we were told that the out- 
standing answers would be given at this session, but we do not find them 
here, although we gave notice of the questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall see to it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, if we gave notice of such questions, 
are we not entitled to have the answers witliin fiftt^en da,\si^ If so, there 
were some questions outstanding from the last session and you. Sir, 
were pleased to permit the llon’ble Ministers in charge ol the respective 
departments to carry forward those questions to this session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as I remember the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister said that the outstanding questions would not be allowed to 
lapse. However, I shall see to it and I hope there will be no objection 
from the administrative departments concerned. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, is there no time-limit to such 
questions!^ 1 gave notice of one particular question on the 10th of 
July last, and I submit that after that sufficient time has elapsed to 
enable the administrative departments and even our Council Depart- 
ment to print u]) the (juestion and answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you give the particulars to the Secretary, 
he will see to the mutter. 

Short-notice question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There was a short-notice question but I think 
it has not been accepted by the llon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as the question 
relating to my department is concerned, I hope to reply to it on Monday; 
the answer is not yet ready. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Sir, 1 had another short-notice 
question relating to the department of the Hon’bie Chief Minister. 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I saw the question just 
now and I will reply to it at the next sitting of the House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: T\ le answers will be ^iven on Monday next. 

I like to take up item 3 in preference to item 2 of the list of busi- 
ness. I have received a letter from Mr. Ormond about the resolution. 

I< is a well-established ixirlianieiitary practice that any urgent 
motion <lir(‘ctly conc'erniog the privilege of the House will take 
precedence over all other motions as Avell as the Orders of the l)a 3 ^ 
Most of the privileges rest solely upon the law and custom of 
Pailiament, wWle fithers have been defined by statuti*. Our House 
has the jirivilege to make its own rules for regulating the jirocedure 
and condu(*t of its business, subject to the limitations where the 
Governor makes rules after (‘onsultat ion with the I'resiilent in the 
sphere of his special responsibilities. 

As this motion of Mr. Ormond refers to th(‘ making of rules of 
business of the House, I hold that the motion is one nduting to the 
privileges of members, and so I call ujK>n ^Ir. Ormond to move his 
motion. 

Mr. E. G. ORMOND: Sir, 1 have to thank the Housi' and you 
for admitting this motion, over which, I ho]>e, we will not lake any 
great length of time. 

Sir, in moving the motion I desire only to main* <mc or two 
explanatory remarks. The first is that perhaps the hon’ble member® 
will notice that thei<‘ has be(‘n a ])rinter’s (‘ITot in tin* s(*cond line of 
the motion. <tf course, the object of the motion is to obtain “witli the 
least {lossible dela\ and not “without tlie least jMissible delay.” Now, 
Sir, the intention of tliis motion is simply for the benefit of all indivi- 
dual members ami all paitif‘s of this Hou.se in order to save time and 
unnece.ssary labour in the (kjinmittee which is being aptiointed to frame 
these rule.s 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ormond, it would be Ix'tter for you to move 
tile Resolution first of all. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I beg to move that this Council is of the 
opinion that, in order to obtain with the least possible delay, the 
greatest jiossible benefit from the deliberations and repojt of the (Vini- 
rnittee retently ajipointed in regard to the making of the new' rules 
of this Council, it wdll he advisable that any suggestions which hon’ble 
members may desire to make in regard to the new rules should be 
made available for the consideration of the Committee, if possible, 
before the holding of the first sitting of such (Vuninittei*, and in any 
event before, and not after, the making of its report. To this end 
it is now’ resolved that all members be to-day invited to communicate 
any suggestion regarding any raatteis which they consider ought to be 
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embodiefl in the new rules to the Secretary of the Council i mmediatel; 
or as early as possible; and that the Secretary of the Council b 
direded to submit such coinmunicaiioiis before the Committee forth 
with. 

The object of this motion, I trust, is to save hon’ble members fron 
doing the same thing over and over again. I take it that the Com 
mittee will make draft rules and those draft rules will be submitted t( 
this House. Under section 84 of the Government of India Act, 1935 
it is for this House to frame its rules and therefore it the Comniittet 
were to start the work before knowing what the views of^ the individual 
memb(‘is ot this JTous(‘ were, it miglit take a lot of time and trouble 
in framing jules wlii(‘li v\ou]d be found not in keeping with tlje wishes 
of the hon’ble members of this House. There is one point which maj 
])Ossibly be of interest to members and on which they might care tc 
express tlieir views, and it is this. If there were no rules in this 
House, there might ])e a emtain amount of ambiguity as to the method 
and ]no(‘odure which should be adojdod in this House for the main- 
tenance of order. I undorstaiid that in the House of Isolds in EnglaTid, 
the mainbuiance of ordei* is a matter wlnhdi is in the hands of the 

m(*nib(‘js of that body and not in Hn* liands of the Speaker. It has 

been aul hoi ital i vel\ stat(‘d in MayV Pari iannuitary Practici' as follow’s 
(at j»ag(‘ IS!)) : “The position of the Sjx'aker of the House of Ix)rds is 
som(‘v\hat anomalous for though he is the Ihesident of a deliberative 
assembly, he is invested wdth no more authority than any other member. 
Ufion j>oints of order, if a peer, h<‘ may address the House; though, 
if i.ot a Jiiember, his ofiice is limited to the putting of (|uestions and 
other tojinal proceedings.*’ Then there is an example showing the 
(‘xtmit to which this same jirinciplc is cairied, in regard to the right 
of ])rioMty to sjieak among the members of the House of T.ords. You 
will tind. Sir. at page that “owdng to tin* liinited authority of the 

Lord SjH‘akej' in ilirt'cting the ])roc«‘ed ings of the House of Ijords, the 

right ot a peer to address their lordshi])s (b‘])ends solely uj>on the will 
of the Houm‘. When two ])eers rise at the same time unless one 
immediately gives way, the House tails upon one of them to speak 
and if each be siij)]K)rted by a party, there is no alternative but a 
division.’’ Now*, everybody will appreciate, hon’ble nnunbers will 
apitreciale and you. Sir, wdll apiireciatt* that that would in all cases 
entail unnecessary delay and waste of time; and in some cases, I venture 
to suggest, it might result in a veritable pandemonium. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ormond may know^ that the TjOrd Chaiuadlor 
may not be a member himself of the House of Lords. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I am much obliged to you, Sir, for reminding 
me of that ; we would never be ourselves in that position. But if there 
were no such rules, there might be ambiguity as to how order in this 
House was to be maintained. Another examjde which appears to me 
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to be of interest is as follows: It arises in connection with the enforce- 
naent of rules for maintaining order. The Speaker of the House of 
Loids has no special authority to call a peer to ordei*. I will quote 
the exact words of the passage in May's l^arliamentary Practice 
(13th edition) at page 338: — 

“In the enforcement of all these rules for maintaining order, the 
Sjjeaker of the House of Ix^rds lias no more authority than any other 
p(‘cr, exce])t in so far as liis own peisonal weight and the dignity of 
his office may give effect to his ojiinions and secure the concurrence 
of tlie House. TJie result of liis imy*erfect powers is that a peer who 
is disorderly is called to order by another peer, perhaps of an ojfiposite 
]>aity; and tliRt an irregular argument is liable to (‘iisue, in which 
eacli sjieaker imputes disorder to the last and recrimination takes the 
place* of orderly debate. There is no impartial aiitlnuity to whom an 
appeal can be made, and the debate upon questions of order generally 
ends with satisfaction to neither party, and without any decision upon 
the matter to which exception had been taken. 

Well, Sir, I am not aware of any provision of the dove] n ment of 
India Act, 1935 — I am not speaking as having looked into this matter 
exhaustively — which provides at all in any res})ect for the mainten- 
aiice of order in this House. lender the Pules and Standing (Ji’ders 
now ])ro\ isionally (‘xisting, t Inu'e is a V(‘ry d(*firjite rule* which vests 
in you. Sir, tin* right to d(*cid(* all points of ord(*r. [S(*ction 13 says, 
*‘The President shall decide all points of order which may arise and 
his decision shall be final.” I, speaking for my8(‘lf, and, I believe, 
every hon’ble member of this House, w'ould prefer that that position 
should Ik* perpetuated, so that we would not be ])ut in that j)Osition of 
disorder wliiclj might arise under the anti(|Uat(‘d ])ro(*e(lure of the 
House of liOids. That is one of tin* reasiuis, Sir, wh\ J suggest that 
this mot ion should commend itself to the hoii’ble members. 3'he 
hon hh* members vill at f)nce a])pre^date that if the (^)mmitle(* were 
to Irame a dratt set of rules on the basis that ordei' was to he main- 
tain(‘d by the House itseff, and if if was found alter that th.at tht^ 
House was in favour of the T^resident having complete power to dec-ide 
all points of order, the framing of the first draft set of rules ^^ould 
turn out to have lieen a mere waste of time; for this is a fundamental 
matter which might affect the natur<* and framework of the whole set 
of rules. T}n*re will be other points which will affect the Jiiatter in 
a similar way. If the rommittee should fet*l tha,t it should fiann* 
rules on one basis anrl if the IFouse did not wish to adojit that basis 
which the (^)mmittee had suggested, then th(‘j‘e would ifievitably be 
waste of time and labour through the w^ork having to be done over 
again. What I w’ould resp(*etfully suggest to the House is that hon'ble 
members may set out their views as suggested in the motion to the 
Secretary on tliis point and not only on this ]>oirit but on all other 
points which they desire to be embodied in the new rules. Tlien the 
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Committee will he in a position to frame its rules in accordance with 
the wishes of the House from the very beginning and this will save a 
considerable amount of time. 

There are, of course, various other points on which members may 
desire to submit their views which I need not go into. There are 
rules regarding ciuestions, rules regarding the closure and the effect 
of the closure — and you will have noticed that the rules regarding the 
closure in the provisional rules are not as (*omplete as those in the 
House of Commons in England, as Ihey do not provide for outstanding 
business being taken uj) at the moment of interruption, as a result of 
a motion of closure in ihe way that is provided for in the rules of the 
Hous6 of Commons. 

There is one other j)oint of a ditferent nature on which possibly 
hon’ble members iniglit desire to send in their views to the Committee 
and tlial is Ihis. What sle]>s, if any, hon'ble members desire to be 
taken to f o-ordiauie tlie rules of this (/ouncil with ihe rules of the 
Assembly? I take it that we in Bengal would not be anxious to have 
two sets of very divergent rules for the two Houses. That, I tentatively 
suggest, would only lead to unnecessary difficulty in the conduct of 
j)olitical business in both the Houses. 

There is only one other observation whi(‘h 1 desiie to make. I 
would like again 1o emphasise that the object of tlie mol ion is for the 
benefit of tlie House itself and foi eveiy individual ot whatever party 
in the IJouse. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: On a point of oinler, Sir. I should like to have your luling 
as to whether it is ]>ossibl(‘ to deprive the membeis of tliis House of 
their legitimate rigid to <‘j‘iticise any jeport which may be submitted 
by any (k)inniiltee wliich is the cTtnifion of this Hous(‘, bi'cause some 
j)art of the inotion itself aj)})ears to be rather ambiguous. Is it 
])Ossible that if this motion is eaij'ied, the House will l)e ])icvcnted 
from giving an ex]»ression of oj)inio]i with regard to the final rei)urt? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think there is a misunderstanding. It is not 
suggested that it should be made fijial but what Mr. Ormond w^aiits 
is only that before the Committee goes into eonsTiltation over all the 
suggest ions, it will be profitable for them to get the ])reliminarv views 
ot ihe imunbers. But that is not l)inding on the memheis nor are 
the members bound to otVer their opinion at this stage alone. As soon 
as the Committee fiiiislies the work, they will submit the whole thing 
before the House and it will have to he gone into by the House 
paragraph by i)aragraph. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: But I want to draw your attention to the i)articular line, 
namely, ‘‘and in anjr event before, and not after ^ 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. 
I think we should have an opportunity of 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I tliink that is not a point of order. Tlie 
j)roj»er procedure' would ])e to move an ainendinent to the motion and 
tht'U the whole tiling- may he djs(*U‘<s<'d on the floor of the House. The 
Maharaja has not raised a point of order but his is a proposal to delete 
the lines to which he has taken objection. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: If tlie riiair jH'rniits me, I shall certainly move an amend- 
ment, but my p(»int of older was this: <*an the House be jirevented 
by i\ motion liRe tins fioni criticising: tlu' n'port when it is r(*ady and 
finally submitti'd to tlie Housc'^ I’hen, Sir, I would move an amend- 
ment if you would permit me now* to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y (*s, you may. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: 1 move that the woids “(d Micli (^)mmitte<', and in any ('vent 
beftoc, and not after, th<' making* of its rejiort” be d<'h*t(*d, and also 
the words “immediately or as (‘ally as possible” be deb'ted, bei'ause 
it is impossibb* for members of this House to give any suggestion to 
tile Committee immediately. Tlo'y must lie givi'ii sufliciont and 
reasonable time to bring forward tlo'ir proposition and to state tlieir 

vii'W s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: .Mr. PKsident, Sir, 

= ine»* th(* appointment oi the Commitl(»e by this llous(‘ lor revision of 
rules, m\ dt'jiai 1 nu'iit has b(*en pre])aring a si't ol diait rub's to be 
[>ui before the Piemla'is of that (^ommitti'e. I'lu'y are almost eom- 
pl('t(‘. and I ho])e to be abb' to gt't tlu'in ])rint(*d and cireiilaled amongst 
(In* inember> of that (\)mmitt<*(* very soon, 'idiereidie, 1 tbink, that 
after the iiicnlat ion of those dialt rules it Avill be tiimj wlien, after 
iroiiig throngli the rales, memlu'rs might give their own suggi'st ions, 
and tin'll we --honld call a ('omniittee for diseussion and tinal dei'ision. 
That. I tliinix', Avib save tin* time tunl labour of tin* memhers of the 
/ommitit'e, and 1 hoju* that, in view of this, Mr. Ormond wall not 
)iess his ]..(»tion, beeaiix.' it will then bei'-onie jiract ieally unnecessary. 

so lar Us the other argument (d Mr. Ormond is eoneerned, I have 
lot been able to follow it, beeuuse no one here ehallenges your 
lutliority until the iiew^ rules are passed, and work can go on under 
he existing rules. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, in view 
)f wdiat the Hoirble the Finanee Minister has stated, may I request 
r'ou to kindly circulate these draft rules to all the members of this 
douse. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Nalim Ranjan Sarkkk : All, all. 



24 


MOTION ON QUESTION OF PEIVILEGE. [10th Sept., 


Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: If we are to accept 
Mr. OrmoncVs motion, which I think is a very good suggestion, then 
we ought to be able to be in a position to make suggestions, and I 
think we can do that only when those draft rules have been circulated 
to us, I mean the rules that have been or will be prepared by the 
department of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. I just want to 
say one thing further. This is a special matter in which we are called 
upon to make our own rules. This is not really a matter which is as 
if it has been referred to a committee, and, I think, this procedure 
will help us considerably in putting forward our suggestions before 
that Committee, which might really help them in their deliberations. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Mr. President, Sir, the communication 
which has just now been made by the llon’lde the Finance Minister 
seems to me startling, for I take it we apiioinied a (\)mmittec oi this 
House to draft mles and we want this committee to draft rules with 
a fairly oi)en mind. And, therefore, 1 do not iimlerstand how the 
department of the lIonTde the Finance Minister or any other depart- 
ment comes into the picture. It the suggestion is that the Committee 
cannot proceed unless t.liere is a set of working rules before it, then 
I say, Sir, that there are already a set of ])rovi^ional jules that we 
have been following during the whole of the last session, and we can 
also follow them till the new rules come into force. I, therefore, draw 
your attention as to whether or not tlie eireulation of a set of draft 
rules prepared by tlui department of tlie TTon’hle tlie Finance Minister 
is not an infringement of the j)nvileges of this lU>use, when this 
House has delegated its rule-making powers to that ('omniittee. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, >peak 
ing on this motion, T think it goes no further tlian thi^, that under 
the ordinary rules of this House there is t])is standing- order, viz., that 
a eomniittt‘e which is a])pointed by this Ifoiise can call witm*sst*s to be 
examined on any point, ft can also ask foi’ o])inion fiom i)e]sons horn 
it may choose or select, and Mr. Ormond's motion goe^^ no fiirtliej- than 
this. He only re-affirms a j»rovision wliieli is alieady tbere, and be 
only suggests, so far as T understand bis motion, he only brings to the 
notice of members tbe fact that tliey too can send in tlieir own suggest- 
tions to the committee* if they tliiiik i( n(‘eessaiy, so that when tlie 
committee reports on the subject, it may embody and im-lude all tbe 
suggestions which will appeal to it as good suggestions and 
frame rules and then })resent them before this. So these 
suggestions will very helpful to the committee. Therefore, 
I do not see why there should be any objection to the adopta- 
tion of this motion which goes no further than that. It is really a 
recommendatory motion and it is not binding on any body. 

As regards the second objection raised by my hon’ble friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir to the suggestion made by tbe Hon'ble the 
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Finance Minister, viz., that his department is preparing a set of rules 
and would circulate them amonst the members of this House, I do not 
see what earthly objection there can be, Wcause he is not, by doing 
that, taking away any of the privileges that are in the hands of the com- 
mittee. It will be nierelj^ the suggestions of Government, and Govern- 
ment will be placed in the same position as regards these suggestions 
just as if these suggestions came from a piivate member. Therefore, 
in that capacity also it will help the committee veiy much to have 
within a short compass a set of rules to wdiich it may refer if necessary, 
and which ai the same time it is at liberty to accept or r(‘ject. The 
committee may rejmrt on tlie same lines or on an independent line of 
their owm. Th^-efore, my submission is that I support Mr. OrmoiuTs 
motion, and I also see no objection to the observations made by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister, and 1 suggest that both may bo recorded. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information. Sir. 
On the last oecassion the Uon’ble the Finance Minister moved a rt^solu- 
tion for the appointment of a committee to frame rules regarding the 
ptocedure to be followed for the transaction of business in this House 
after getting the existing rules modified hy His Excelleney tJie 
Governor. The resolution that was passed then — or rather the last 

portion of it — runs thus; ‘‘ during the consideration l>y the 

Council of such draft rules the procedure relating to Bills as set out 
in the Buies and Stxniliug Orders as modified and adopted foi* tills 
Council under sub-section (3) of section 84 of the Government of India 
Act, lO'io, sJiall so far as may be, be followed.’’ Now% Sir, the ])roccdure 
that is to be followed in the committe wutli regard to rule-making and 
the report tliat will be given will be the procedure relating to bills. 
The question is whether there is any provision in the rules that the 
whole House is to give any suggestion to any such committee ladore 
the committee frames its rules, because the committee is following all 
the rules relating to bills. Then, Sir, there is one information that I 
want to have, viz., wdietber the motion which lias now been i)at torward 
before this House l)y Mr. Onnond docs not run count(‘r to tlie icsolu- 
tion which lias already been passed bv this House. That motion i (dated 
to the ])roce(lure to hi} follow(‘(l regarding bills. Now, Sir, w<‘ all 
know that when a bill is coininiittal to a (jommiitee of the House, then 
during the sittings of that committee tlie House makes no suggestion 
in the framing of the provisions of that Bill. As a matter of fact, 
after the hill is finished, and it is reported to the House, tlum comes 
the time for the House as a wliole to make amendments, eitlior for 
additions to or subtraction, or for deletion of any provisions of the 
bill. And, therefore, so far as the motion mit forward bv Mr. Ormond 
is concerned, I say that it runs counter to the motion which we adopted 
in the last session, viz., that the procedure that is to he followed will 
ho the procedure relating to bills as set out in the Buies and Standing 
Orders. 
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Then, Sir, there is another point which I want to place before the 
House. 

MTi PRESIDENT: You surely want an answer to your question, 
Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Ormond reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Das that liis motion runs counter to the resolution passed by the 
House last session? Personally, I do not tliink it n()es ajiainst the 
resolution. 

Mr. E, C. ORMOND: My submission is that the resolution that 
has been passed by the House is simply to the effect that there should 
be a committee — I forget the exact wording — to consider the framing 
of rules. Now, I have got hold of a copy of that resolution : it says 
that a committee be appointed to draft rules. Well, Sir, I fail to see — 

Mtt LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the hon’ble member please 
read out the whole of the revsolutioii ? 

Mr. E. C- ORMOND: I take it that the hon’ble member is 
referring to the last portion of that resolution that during ilie considera- 
tion by this Council of draft rules of the proceduie relating to Bills 
as set out in the Rules and {Standing Orders, and as modifi(‘d and 
ado])1cd for tliis Council und(‘r sub-se(dion (> 3 ) of section 84 of the 
Government of India Act, 19*15, shall, so far as may be, be followed. 
Well, Sir, T am not aware that if tlie House chooses to invite members 
to submit recommendations nr suggestions to the committee, it in any 
respect runs counter to the jirocedure laid dt)wn by that s(‘c1ion in the 
Act. If in case it. docs run counter to the jirot'cduie, what is thei-e to 
prevent this House from modifying tliat jnocedure? If it is said that 
this committe(' should not act in such-and-su(*h a way but that it ouglit 
to act in a belter way, wdiat is tliere to jirevent this House from modify- 
ing tlie jirocedure accordingly? 8o, Sir, 1 fail to see the foiH'e of the 
argument of Mr. Das, but, of course, it is a matter for you, Sir, to 
decide. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: !Mr. Ormond, Mr. Das only asked a question, 
and you have answered it. What is your se(‘ond question that you 
were going to put, Mr, Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Th is motion has been admitted 
under section 117 of the Rules and Standing Orders — . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. That is not correct. I have 
already said that I liave treated it as a question of privilege. So, you 
need not go into that section. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That was my second point, Sir. So, 
I shall not refer to it now. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, in risinj^ to 
support the motion moved hy Mr. Ormond and as amended by tlie 
Maliaraja of Santosh — 

Saveral members S The M.aliaraja’s amendment lias not been 
accepted. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Would it be (‘onvenient. Sir, if T were 
allowed to make a few remarks with regard to — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ormond, you nec<l not make any observa- 
tion now. I shall formally ]>\it it, and thtm the tinn‘ will (‘ome for 
you to make any observation^, yon like. The Khan Sahib, however, 
can make any observations both as r(‘^ards the nndion and also on the 
amendment proposed. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I think. Sir, no 
speecli is reciuired in this matter. T simplx bej** to state that 1 hmd my 
support to the motion of Mr. Oiniond as ann'mhMl by th(‘ Maharaja of 
Santosh. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. Pn-ident, Sii, 1 uant to drau the 
attention of the Maharaja of Santosh to the fael that his animidment 
is, sti icily speaking’, not i‘el(‘vant. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of order. Sir. Mr. Kabir 
lias already sjioken onct' on this motion. Js he, tlooefoit', lodithMl to 
»speak a^ain on tlu» same motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no. I do not think ^o. 11“ only laised a 

j»n]h1 ol oi’dei . 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: T did not s])(-..k (>ilh(>r on tlie amend, 
ment or on the oii^inal motion. I only dr(*\\ \oiii at ten lion to a state- 
ment made by the Tlon'ble the l‘b’nam*e ^linisiri. I mad(‘ no (d>s(‘jva- 
Hous wliatsoever either for or a^aiii'^t tlie motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With reoard to tln\ resolution of 
Mr. Oi inond, to which T lend my wlioh'-heart(‘d .>ii])])o] t , I wfoild like 

to diaw your attention to the fact tliat it i'^ ‘>lated heie that it will lie 

^nly advisable to make siin’^cstions to tlie committee and if su^-^»‘st ions 
n‘(‘ io be made to the committ(H% tluoe is no ]>oint wliatever in making 
hose suggestions after the committee has presented its report. 
It any suggestions are to be made at all, they should be 

made before and not after report, for as soon as a 

report is submitted, it becomes a matter for the considera- 
tion of the whole House. Then, the suggestions will be in the form 
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of ainendments to the Bill or Report which will he moved on behalf ot 
the committee. I, therefore, request the Maharaja of Santosh to agree 
to withdraw his amendment.. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I put Ihia lesolution to vote, I would 
just like to make one observation that the hon’ble member, Mr. 
Humayun Kabir, thought that it was a question of privilege of this 
House. So far as I understood the Hoii’ble the Finance Minister, I 
think that his preparation of a draft will be treated just like any other 
draft that may be submitted by any other member or group of member^ 
of this House. I take it that it should be the duty of the Council 
Department if any draft is to be prepared to be plac(^d before the com- 
mittee to have it made by our Secretary, and, of collide, if juaticularly 
this resolution is accepted with amendment or without amendment, 
then it will ofier greater facilities to otlnu’ members to submit their 
views. This resfdution will in no way take awuiy the rights of the 
members, when the draft rules will come u]) before the House for its 
final acceptance, to move any amendimmt that they like. This resolu- 
tion merely giv(‘s a suggestion and invites ojiinion that would facilitate 
the work of the committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: J have m t heen 
able to understand very clearly if it is the opinion of tin’s Hous(‘ thai 
we should not submit any diaft. SuimdKnly must start tlie tiling, but 
we are not vcuy anxious to encroach upon anybody’s right. If it 
thought advisable, my department will allc»w’ things to take tlicir owui 
course. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, as I unde rstand it, the House not only 
welcomes the draft of the Finance Miinstcr, but. imdtes any otlno 
suggestion that may be made by otbei*. ’Fhe House instead of restiain- 
ing him is inviting him wdth other nuunhers of the House. 

Since this resolution has been moved, tlieie is an amendment wliich 
has been moved to the effect that the words “and in any event before, 
ami not after, the making of its lejioit” in lines T ami 9 he deleter] ami 
that the words “immediately or” in line 12 be deleted. 

Mr, E. C, ORMOND: Y’ill it be in oi-der to say that 1 leadily 
accejit the amendment that the words “immediately or” he omitted. 
With regard to the other amendment of the !Maharaja of Santosh, in 
view of your ruling that this will not take away the riglit of tlie House, 
I do not see that it really arises, and T would also again stress the point 
which W’as raised by one of the speakers that — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Older. I. liave iiow^ placed the motion 
before the House and you cannot make a speech now. You have loFt 
your chance of reply. I am sorry I did not specifically ask you to 
reply. 



MOTION ON QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


29 


9-U. J 


As regards the amendment, is it the desire of the House to permit 
Jr. Ormond to accept the amendment? 

All agreed. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Sir, 1 accept only a i>oition of it, namely, 
he deletion of the words '‘immediately or/' 

The other portion of the ainendineut nas then jnit to the vote and 

DSt . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie (iu(\stion before the House is that this 
Jonncil of the opinion that, in (uder to obtain with the least possible 
elay, the greatest possible benefit from the deliberations and report 
f the Oommittee recently appointed in reo*ard to the making* of the 
ew rules of this Council, it will be advisable that any suggestions 
^'hi(‘h hoirble members may desire to make in regard to the new rules 
hould be made available for the consideration of the Committee, if 
ossible, before the holding of the first sitting of such Committee, and 
n any event before, and not after, the making of its ri'iiort. To this 
nd it is now resolved that all members be to-dav invited to communi- 
ate any suggestions regarding any matters which th(‘y consider ought 
D be embodied in the new ruh‘S to the SecrctaiT of the Council as early 
s ])()>sible; and that the Secietarv of the Council be directed to sulbmit 
iicli communications before the (himmittee forthwith. 

'Die resolution as amended was i*arried. 


AD.TOrRNMENT MOTION. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have received a notice from Mi . Lalit Chandra 
)as that he proposes to ask for leave to move a motion lor the adjourn- 
nent of the business of the House for the yuirjxise of discussing a 
latter ot definite jniblic imj)ortance. The motion runs as follows: — 

“Thi^ Council do adjourn its business to discuss a matter of urgent 
iiblic importance, namely, the summarv (dosing of the JJajshalii Gov- 
rnnieiit Collegia sine die by an order of the Government of Bengal.” 

Helore I put the matter to the House to enquire whether leave is 
ranted, \ would a««k Mr, Das to explain how this matt(‘r is urgent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In view of the fact that in the 
Issembly Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, Leader of tlie Oppo'^ilion, and 
(fr. Pramatha Nath Banerji have been dei)utcd to (unjuire into and 
j?ttle the matter at Kajshahi, I do not like to move the motion of winhdi 
gave notice. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Under Rule ‘1 ot the Bengal l.egislutive Council 
lulc->, I nominate — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim, 
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(2) Dr. Radha Kiimiid Mookerji, 

(3) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, of Santosh, 

and 

(4) Mr. J. A. McKerrow, 

on tlie Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

THE SECRETARY (Mr. K. N. MAJUMDAR):^! have received 
notices of five hills and those hills will he taken into consideration on 
the 17th instant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall take up the bills in the ordej- in which 
they appear. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. With 
regard to aniendments of lulls in this House, it is laid down that ten 
days’ notice has to he given. But in this case it is obviously ilnpossible 
under the circumstances to do so. I would like to hear from you, Sir, 
what will be the time required in order to give notice of such amend- 
ments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have not considered this questioji : I am 
very thankful to you for making this suggestion. I extend the time 
till the 14th by which time memhers will be entitled to give notice of 
amendment. AVill that he suthcient. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May I suhmit, Sir, that we 
have only got one hour’s working time to-day, and to-morrow and the 
day after being Saturday and Sunday, there will be no sitting of the 
Council and as such it is clear that we are brought here from the 
Trmffasil only foi* one hour. Thus we are a drain on the public ex- 
chequer for the next two days. AA^ould it not be possible to hold these 
meetings on such days as would enable us to get a solid day’s work? 
It would avoid a waste of public money. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The hon’ble member knows that it is not 
witliin the power of the President to fix these dates. Of course, in 
future when the rules will he made, it w^ill be for the House to decide 
all these matters. But as it is at present, the President is as much 
helpless as the hon’ble member. 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 13th 
September, 1937. 
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Members present: 

The following? members were present at the meeting held on (he 
JOth September, 1937: — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Niir. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziniddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahiiddin. 

(4) Baksli, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Barua, I>r. Arabinda. 

(0) Bose, Kai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(7) Chakraverti, Mr. Slirish Chandra. 

(8) Chaudhiiry, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(9) Chowdhiiry, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(10) Cliowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alani. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Itezzaqul Haider. 

(12) Cliowdhury, Mr. Ilamidul Huq. 

(13) Cliowdhury, Mr. llumayun Reza. 

(14) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(15) Das, Mr. Lalit Cliaridra. 

(16) Datta, Mr. Bankiin Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(18) DHiozario, Mrs. K. 

(19) Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(20) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(21) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(22) (joswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(23) Haider, Nawabzada Kumruddin. 

(24) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzarauddin. 

(25) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(26) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(27) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(28) Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 

(29) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(30) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(31) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

(32) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B, G. 

(33) Lamb, Mr. T. 
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(34) Maitra, Eai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

(35) McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

(36) Molla, Khan Sahih Siihidali. 

(37) Momin, Bep^um Hamida. 

(38) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

(39) Mukherji, Eai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(40) Nirliol, Mr. C. K. 

(4\) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(42) Pal Choudluiry, Mr. Eanajit. 

(43) Poddar, Mr. Jl. P. 

{44) Eahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

(45) Eahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(46) Easliid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

(47) Kay, Mr. Na^endra Karayan. 

(48) Eay Chowdliury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 

(49) ]toy, Itai fhihadur Eadhica Bhusan. 

(50) Eoy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(51) Sunyal, Mr. Sacliindra Narayan. 

(52) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(53) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(54) Singh Eoy, Mr. Sail<»swar. 

(55) Sinha, Eai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(56) Siiiha, Eaja Ihihadur Bliupendra Narayan, of Nasliipuf. 

(57) AVilmer, Mr. D. II. 
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Members absent: 

The following' members were iib-^enl from ihe meeting* held on the 
lOth September, 19*17: — 

(1) Banerjee, llai Bahadur Keshub Chandra. 

(2) TIossaiii, Mr. Mohamed. 

(3) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muliammed Asaf. 

<4) Mookerji, Dr. lladha Kuniud. 

io) Sen, Sahib Jatindia Mohan. 
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Ministers present: 

The following Hoii'ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
10th September, 19d7 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Kasem Eazlul Hiicj, M.L.A., (Chief 

Minister). 

(2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, M.L.A. 

(3) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, K.C.I.E., M.L.A. 

(4) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, M.L.A. 

(5) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hoii’ble Maharaja Sriscdiandra Xandv, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(7) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Siihrawardy, M.L.A. 

(8) Tlie Hon’ble Nawab Musliarriif IIf)sain, Khan Bahadur, 

M.L.A. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Xausher Ali, M.L.A. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasaiina Deb Raikiit, M.L.A. 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, M.L.A. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the l‘jth September, 1937, at 2-15 p.m., 
being the second day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 62(/2)(n ) 
ot the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Present: 


Mr. President (the HoiPlhlo Mr. Satyendka Chandiia Mitra) was 
in the Cdiair. • 

Filty->even members and ten Ministers were present. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Discussion on Questions and Answers which were not available. 

The Secretary to tlie Council informed the IIoirt>le Ihe President 
liiat hi' liad not rt'ceived tiu' Questions and Answeis, although they 
!ia<l been sent to the Press on tin* 11th of (‘in 1 k‘?’, at S-'>0 ]).ni. 

They were expected this morning, but he liad not yet received them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Standing Order No. 14 enjoins 
that the first hour of every meeting shall he available for the asking 
and answering of Questions, and I underst4ni(l fioin the Secretary that 
truest ioiiK with their Answers were ready, hut that they had not yet 
come from the Press. It is well known to tin* Inui ble nl(‘nlh(‘r^ of 
\\n> House tliat no one has yet been aj)jH)inted to be the Leader of the 
House. There is no Minister selected from tlie members of this House 
on whom I have control; so 1 am in an almost helpless position. Y-ou 
know the rights of this House, and the pt^wers of its President are wliat 
members bestow upon him; and it is for the House to decide what stejis 
to take if things are allowed to go on, in this way. If Hon’ble 
Ministers of Government like to explain Government’s position, 1 should 
be glad to know why printed Questions have not been made available 
to-day, although they were sent to the Press on the 11th as the 
Secretary tells me. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN 8ARKER: The Press is 
under my charg-e, Sir, but I do not know the facts. So, it is very 
<litficult for me to defend or accuse the Press as to wTiy they have failed 
To send the printed Questions and Answ'ers to-day. I understand from 
the Secretary to the Council that the Question Papers weie sent to the 
Press at 8-30 p.m. on Saturday night. Yesterday, being a Sunday, 
teas a holiday. So, Sir, I submit, that is perliaps the reason why the 
Press has not been able to get them ready for to-day « meeting. 
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Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SIN HA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

May I pnint out, Sir, that tliere are several Questions which I sent in 
dnriiio' the last session and which were not answered during* that 
session. 1 gave notice for those same Questions to he carried forward 
to this session, hut even then they have not yet ])een answered. T nder 
your ruling, Sir, delivered on the last occasion, fifteen days’ notice has 
to he given. So, as a matter uf tact, 1 have given almost two months' 
notice, hut still no answers are forthcoming. 

The Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BARKER: There is only one 
thing, Sir, which I want to say. I find tluit there are U3mplaints from 
memhers 4 ilmost daily, hut 1 must appeal to them to consider our i)osi- 
tion also. We the Ministers have got to attend the Council and the 
Assembly meetings from 2-15 p.m. to ahout 8-30 p.m. almost daily, 
and not only to attend hut also to prepare ourselves for the business 
of both the Houses. Considering all these things, and this being 
almost the first regular session, I hope hon’hle memhers of this House 
will i)leaso excuse us if we have not been able to make ])roper arrange- 
ments for these sittings. T may point out that during the next session 
we hope to make better arrangements. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Einance 
Minister please give an undertaking to this House that he will call for 
an explanation from the l^ress if it is tludr fault why the (Questions have 
not been sent in time to be placed before the House and place their 
explanation before the House as vsoon as it is obtained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: How can I ask for 

an explanation from them when I am myself satisfied that if Questions 
were sent to tlie Press at 8-00 p.m. or 8-30 p.m. on Saturday, they 
cannot possibly he printed in time f-or Monday’s business ai 2-15 
o’clock? f)f course, if the Council Department had given notice to me 
on Friday, I could have made arrangements foi* extia work on Sunday — 
for without the Finance ])e}xirtment’s permission the Press cannot he 
kept opened on Sunday. And in that case tiie (^iiestion-s would liave 
been ready for to-day’s business. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 
from the very beginning of this Council we have been suffering from 
inconveniences caused by irregularities in the matter of answers to 
questions by Government. We understand from the llon’hle Finance 
Minister that Questions were sent to the Press late, and sometimes we 
hear from the office that the Questions are sent in time to tlie 
Administrative Departments but that Answers are not available thounh 
lliey are to be sent without delay. So, I think it is high time that 
an inquiry sliould be made here to ascertain where the screw is loo-^e, 
and proper action taken in the matter. 
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Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: May I make a suggestion, Sir, that 
t^uestions and Answers, instead of being printed, should be duplicated? 
As the matter was ready on Saturday night, there was plenty of time 
tor them to be typed and neatly stencilled and then duplicated, for 
production before this House in time. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD^ MOOKERJI : May I know, Sir, wliy tiie 
office was so late in sending the Questions for printing? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 liave made iiKjuiries in the office and asked 

the Secretary ^hy lie eimld not send thosr (^ut*stions and Answers to 
I’ress earlier, and tliis is his hdier to nu* ; — 

“Sir, 1 have already submitted to yon that it is not jvossible for me 
to carry on the work ol the (V)iincil with the staff at ]>resent at my 
di-posai. I have already written to the Home Department to give me 
at least some extra staff to enable me to C4irry out flie work for the 
present session for the lime being, and by uay of reminder 1 have' also 
telephoned to them personally. Up to now no action has been taken 
with ihe result that the (Questions for lo-day could only he got ready 
oji Saturday wlien 1 sent them to the Pics'., But the Press ieli^phoiied 
to me just now that they would not he able to get the (hiostions ready 
before 3 p.iu. to-day, Theic are vaiioiis oilier works in the rotincil 
Department which are getting into arrears for want of adeipiate staff, 
and 1 hope you will be ple4ised not to blame the depaitment for such 
laches and delay/* 

T iioi’sonally know flmt there ba\(‘ htH*n coni]>hnnts about insuffieient 
staff lor some time past, and 1 wrote to the Horne 1 )e[):ii'tment that 
additional staff wms absolutely necessary. I think the tinu‘ has eoine 
when Government should realize tliat this Tlnnse is not a subservient 
House, ftiat it has its own independent enlit\, and from the very fact 
Hiat there are no Mini»ters appointed from this House, tluu-e is every 
rham-e that- its rights and ])i ivileges nia\ he o\ er looked . I <‘m])hasi:^e 
this ])oiiit again. 1 ga\e iny iiiling that a nor>-inenih(‘!' cannot he llie 
Ijeader of the House. Since th«*n sonic time ha^ jui'^scmI. Iml mi om^ 
has heen appointed as the Leader of the House. I have said repeatedly 
that it is hy courtesy that TTon’hle MinLsters of Government do come 
and attend onr meeting*s. hut T have no right to (M)mpel them to attend. 

T -wish that as a self-respecting House you jiiust assert your rights. 
An T understand the Government of India Act, 1935, a second chainher 
not a mere revising chamber. Except in the case of financial bills, 
wliirli must originate in the Assemhly and in the matt(*r of demand 
lor grants, which is within the exclusive* ])i'ovince of Hie Ass( inhly, 
this Uoniicil is absolutely independent, and has as niiicdi right as tin* 
Assembly. This is an elected Chamber and is not a nominated or a 
hereditary House like some otlier second cliainbers are. So, it fo]- the 
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House to advise me, and I seek the advice and co-operation of the party 
leaders as to what steps should be taken to ensure that this House may 
not be neglected in this way. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: May I know, Sir, when 
the Leader of the House is going to be appointed Will the Hoii’ble 
Ministers be pleased to let us know that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: II on'ble nieiubers know tliat 1 cannot coiii])cl 
Hon’ble Ministers to answer questions. It is well known tliai '^Oiiie 
resiumsible Minis! eis are always a])poiiited from the T j^^iper Lhaniber. 
It is so in the present Council of State, and in France tliiee oi- 
Ministers are selected from tlie Upper House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, 1 (]uite 
appreciate the difficulties that you are experiencing in this House tor- 
want of a Lea(l(‘r. On tlie last occasion, and to-day al<o, you have 
mentioned that because there are no Ministers from this House, you 
cannot ch<M)se a Leader of the House fr-om amongst the Ministers. I 
quite appreciate that, but, I want you 4ilso, to recognize that under 
section ol of tlie Ghovernment of India Act, 19do 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. Mr*. vSarker, I do not say tliat 
a Leader must be appointed from among the Ministers. The OabimM ha'* 
got the riglit to appoint any member of this House as the Leader*. It 
is presumed that they cainy the majority, being the Ministry of the 
day. (Jertainly, they can also appoint anylMxly they like from amongst 
the Ministers, if lie happerrs to be a inendicr of this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Technically, Sir, 
it is quite all right that this kind of (Hunplaint brought forward by 
this House cannot be dealt with Iry non-Ministeis. So, Ministers must 
be present here to attend to complaints when they arise and set them 
right. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the complaints that 
have been made alxnit the lack of adequate staff are not confined to 
this House alone. I would like to point out, and the reason why I 
want to impress this upKm this House, is this that it is not merely due 
to the fact that this House has got no Minister from amongst its 
members that proper respect and attention is not being paid to them. 
But the reason why we have not yet been able to give adequate staff 
for ihe Legisaltive Council and the Legislative Assembly is that it is 
very difficult to assess or to decide what would be the adequate staff 
and the complaints that are being made here have already been made 
in the Assembly. The first point that I want to impress upon this 
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House so far as the inadequacy of the staif is concerned, is that no 
Jitferentiation has been made in this matter between the Council and 
the Assembly. Both are in the same iH)sition. The difficulty of the 
Assembly and the Council Department is that we have ^ot to decade 
oil the staff which would be sufficient duriii*** the time when the Assembly 
and the Council are loth sittin<^ when there would he f^reat pressure 
of work. But at the svanie time when there are no sittings of Inith the 
Houses, there is not mucli work to be done. Therefore unless we have 
practical experience of the working of the constitution and the sittings 
oi the Assembly and the (Wncil, it is not possible to decide wluit 
should he the adequate staff*. We have to wait and gain actual ex- 
perience before fleciding the (luestion of staff*. It applies equally to 
the Assembly and the C'ouueil. 1 wouhl not repeat again and a<iain 
that there is no (piestion of differentiation between the Assembly and 
tlie ( onncil. Oiifve you <lecide on a siiift* it is very difficult to reduce 
it. The members of Inith the Jjegislatures are very keen that the 
expenditure on establishment sliould he reduced as far as }yossi])le 
(Question). That was the dominant note in all the eriti(*isms of the 
budget both in this House and in tb.e Assembly. We do not want to 
cninniit (Toverniiient to the staff* until we know exactly what staff 
would he necessary. 

Another thing whi(di is most important is th^d the work in the 
A‘"'enibly and the (\)iincil dlffeis trom other de]>art ments ami offices 
oi {T{)verninent in the province. To be able to d() this work we have 
got to get trained men. There is no (luestion, therefore, that (ioveru- 
Tiient liave not l)een able to provide adeijuate staff eitbei* in the (\)nncil 
or in the Assembly. I regret that in spite of (lemauds for assistance 
Government have not been able to give that assistan(‘e. 1 will look 
int-o tile matter immediately, and I assure the lloii’ble the President 
and the Hon’hle the Speaker that if at any time there is pressure of 
woik wliieh it is not [xissihle to carry on with the present staff, (lovern- 
inent will lend their officers either fTX)m the Secuetari^it -or from otlier 
departments to enable them to carry on the work 4md I say that 
immediately some assistance will be given to the TiCgislative (’onncil 
Si) that their work can be done properly. 

I would in conclusion impress upon the members of this House that 
at no time and never has any distinction or differential ion been made 
between the Assembly and tlie Couneil. The difficulty is such that it 
cannot be overcome in the first session. I most respecd fully appeal to 
the Hon’ble the President to realise our difficulty also. We are trying 
our best to meet the situation which did not exist ])revioiisly and 
naturally in the beginning of tlie first twu) s<‘ssi()ns certain amount of 
ineoiiA enienee and difficulties we are hound to taee. 

There is another thing which my colleague reminded me of and tliat 
the number of questions that the Government members liav*^ got to 
answer in both the Legislatures. The number is beyond all calculations 
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although the staff remains as before. The other day fioin the Legis- 
lative Assembly 400 unadmitted questions were sent up, i.e., without 
considering their admissibility or otherwise they were sent up to the 
department. There are departments which have got 300 or 400 
questions before them and natumlly with both the Council and 
Assembly sitting and with meetings of the Cabinet in the morning the 
time for answering the questions is very limited. We have tried our 
best as will be evident if we compare the number of questions that 
were sent to us with tliose that were answered. You will find, I am 
sure, that not more tiiaii 15 lo 20 ])er <‘eiit. only liave been left 
unanswered. The inajority of them were answered in tlie Conncii. 

t 

The Raja Bahadur of Nashipur drew attention of the House to the 
notice of a question which he had given. What Government assure 
the Hoiise and you, Sir, is that as soon as it is intimated to'Governmeiit 
that the questions wdiich have not been answered should be answered 
in this session, the Government members will waive the question of 
proper notice and will reply to those questions. 1 do not mean that 
on the first or the second day of the session tlie (piestions will be 
answered, bui tluit they will be answered before llie session is over. 
Unfortunately the Cliief Minister is not liere otherwise lie would liave 
also fissured the House that we are t?\ing our best to cope vith the 
ditfi(adties as they arise and to meet them. We regret the incon- 
venience that is being caiised and will try as far as possible in the 
future to remedy the defects and imperfections that may exist at tlie 
present time. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: On behalf of my party I am (juite willing to accept the 
assurance that the llon’ble Home Minister has given that he will lend 
some officers to do the extra work that has got to be done in this 
session. Ibit 1 do not agree with him wlien he offers the excuse that for 
inadequacy of staff' lie could not ^inswer the questions put forward by 
the Jiienihers of the House. That is a statutory obligation whicli the 
Government have got to fulfil and I think as members of this House 
v e can insist on our (|uestions being answered witliin a reiisonablo time. 

I hope tlie Jloii’hle Home Ministei* will be able to give an assurance 
whether liis staff is adequate ot* not that lie will take immediate action 
and see tlial henceiorth such lame excuses are not put foi’ward from 
tlie 'Jh’easury Jhniches when ansveis to our (jucstions are due. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of personal 
explanation. Sir. Government never put forward any excuse for not 
being able to answer the questions on the ground of inadequacy of staff. 
M^hat I wanted to explain, when tlie Hon’ble the President read out a 
letter from the Secretary in whicli it was stated that the questions 
could not be sent to the Press earlier than on Saturday at 8-30 p.m. 
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on account of the inadequacy of tJie stah' was, tlie reason wliy tins 
inadequacy existed and why Government could not ]>rfn^ide for 
adequate staff to the Council and Assembly from the be^inninn’. J 
merely in the course of my statement drew tlie attention of tlie 
inembers to the fact tliat while the iiumbei of questions have been 
doubled and trebled tiie staff in tlie office was the same as before and 
I only put that excuse for the delay in answering* the questions. We 
are answering* all the questions and as I said we are going* to answer 
all the questions that are put to Government before tlie session is over. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, we apjireciate very 
much the assurance given by the llon’ble Home Minister. He sug- 
gested that the difficulties of answering the questions were due to the 
tact that as yet there was no proper experience and therefore it could 
not be calculated beforehand how many persons would be necessary for 
preparing* answers to the questions in time. Uur objection to that is 
>iniple. If Government is going to acquire experience, and it takes a long 
time in acquiring that experience, me the members going to wait till the 
time in wliich that experience is acijniredr' I would like to foll-ow up 
the suggestion which was made by one ot the hon’hle members that if 
tlie answers are sent by the resjiective departments to the Gouiicil, it 
may jieriiaps he possible for the Council ])ep;irtinent. to gtd tlie thing 
ty])ed by tlie help of a duplic^itor. If that suggestion is followed, to 
some extent this difficulty could he overc^une. If tliis reijuires addi- 
tional staff, there should lie additional staff. Our point is that if it is 
the statutory right of the House to get answers t^) these ijuestious, tlie 
(piestions must he answered. The I'xcuse of inadeijuacy of staff is no 
excuse at all. It is in fact really ignoring tlie Honse whatever the 
lloii'hlo Home ^liulster might say. 

With regard to the point tluit tlie (piestions would he answered 
some time, Ave know that, hnl it may be tin’s session, tliis year, next 
\('ar, some time, iieA'cr. We know that to tin* (|uesti()ns ot whicli noiic'es 
woie sent long before the session, no answers Avere for( licoming, and 
\ et ihe Hon ’hie Miiiistei- Avas ])leased to as^uie us lluH if Ave Avanted 
lU'-AA^Ms to our questions, Ave Avould lia\e to an ail and the aiisAvei’s Avould 
'e loi’lluauiiing 1 f tliiiik this vort oi delay (d an uns])e( itied time in 
aiiswei-irig questions Avill not satisfy u> at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I rise only to clear a 
misroru'option Avhich is at incsent hanging round tlie whole question. 
To my mind the difficulty has arisen only from inadequacy of staff in 
the Legislative Council. Many of the cpie'.tions put h\ the hon’hle 
members of this House were sent to the departments concerned without 
scrutiny and without admission and then on the last occasion you AA^ere 
pleased to say that fifteen days will run from the date of admission of a 
question. Now, Sir, I do not know of other departments, hut I can 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION. 

S'ay with re^^ard to one question of iny department which was sent in 
lon;^ iigo, but subsequently it was admitted only on the 31st August. 
We have already sent in the reply and that reply relates to a question 
put l)y my friend the Raja Bahadur of Xashipur. Perhaps he was 
thinking of one of these questions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Much time has already been taken up in this 
discussion and the Hon’ble Home Minister has explained the situation 
at some length. I fully appreciate the point that he made. I do not 
like to inake any comparison, but our difficulty is that we have not got 
experienced staff in the (’ouncil Department. All the experienced staff 
of the old (V)uncil J)o])artment are now in the employ of /he other House 
and the Hon’hle Home Minister must t4ike some time to estimate what 
staff will 1)0 adecjuate for our purposes. As has been pointed out ])y 
the Maharaja of Santosh, the Hon 'hie Minister should not take much 
time lo provirle tlie rouncil witli ade(]uate staff, so that W'Ork of the 
Council may not suffer. 


Short-notice Question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hnirble Minister in charge 
of th(> Education l)c])artment be pleased to state whether 150 hoardei^ 
of the Pajshahi (\)llege Hindu Hostel wt'ut on hnnger-st like on the 
niglit of the 24th August last y 

If the answer be in the ahirmative did they do ^o as a ])iote<t 
against the order of the authorities to vacate the second block of tlie 
building for the accommodiition of three Moslem students y 

Are (loveriiment aware that most of the boarders ol>serve ca-'te 
rules ? 

What were the grounds which precisely led the authorities to admit 
the non-Tlindu boarders in the Hindu Hostels 

Do the (Tovernnumt intend to close down the llajshahi College 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that the Hon’ble Mr. Xalini 
Ranjaii Sarker will answer on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department); An amicable 
settlement of the whole Rajshahi College affair is under consideration 
mid therefore (iovernment do not propose to answer this short-notice 
question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is notice of another short-notice question 
from Mr. Lalit Chaiidm Das. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That will be answered 
later on as the answer is not yet ready. 
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Mr. LALiT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir, a promise was made on Friday 
that the answer would be ready to-day. 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I did not ihei\ know xhv 
nature of tbe question, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not iKM'eS'iarv to explain il you are not 
willing to answer the question now. 

Mr Kader Baksh has also a short-notice question. Is tlie Hon’lde 
Mi Ulster in charge of the Department ready to answer y 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 remember to 
have approved of the reply, but I am afraid it has not yet beeu printed, 

I have not g'ot anything here with me. 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: M> (|ue.tion al o 
lefeis to the Itajsliahi (k)llegt‘. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The difHeuliy cun be avoided if the IIonMde 
Ministers who are not agreeable to accept short -not ice questions — it is 
entirely at their discretion to accept them or mU — please inform tlie 
ottice that they are not ready to accept short -not i(‘es. 

NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Relief to the Poor and Unemployed Bill, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Mr. Presi. 
(lent, Sir, I rise to move that the Bengal Belief to the Poor and 
Unemployed Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
thereon by the -lOtli Xoveniber, 19-)7. 

Sir, this is a very simj)le bill whicli re(|iiii‘es of the (Tovern merit 
to ]dace annually a certain amount of money acctjrding to its di^cre- 
tmii at the dis])()sal of tlie (’oiltM-tors of the districts for granting 
>ii(iit-tfrm loans to the unem]doyed agricult nial labourers during (dV 
season and for gratuitous relief to the disabled iridigents during sucli 
^ea^on. In view of the fact that this bill, if enacted ami bronglit 
into (qreration, would involve expenditure trom tlie revenues of th(‘ 
{>roviiK‘e, I have not ])ur])osely fixed the amount to be ])aid to imch 
I’olleetor. Government would be able to eontribut(‘ any amount tlu^y 
bked in any partieulai’ year and could vary it from district to district 
a( eiudiiig to tbe requirements of each. I do not like to ti(‘ the 
hands of tlie Government, but all I want, is that witli the passing 

tlii> bill into an Act, Government will accejrt the priiuiple that 
It IS one of the duties of the State to give relief to the unemployed 
fttid to the indigents. Sir, be it mentioned to our shame and disgrace 
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that up till now our legislature liave never thought of enacting any 
poor law although such law's have been in existence in other civilised 
countries from centuries past. In England poor laws w'ere first intro- 
duced in 1601 and in Arabia they were introduced during the Prophet's 
lime in the eaily part of ihe seventh century and recognised as one of 
the most cardinal principles of religion aiid enforced with utmost rigour. 
My bill attempts at a modest beginning in this direction and I am 
sure, Sir. there is none in the House who can object to the principle 
underlying- the bill. There may be, however, some difference of 
opinion in the details and these could easily be settled by a Select Com- 
mittee. But as I could not yet ascerUiin the views of His Excellency 
the Governor as to whether the necessary recommencMtion, as required 
under section of the Govern nicTii of India Ad, 10d5, will be 

made by him, I have thought it beiier to move for circulation so that 
the Minister wlu) is to advise Govtunmeiif in this matter may liave 
sufficient liim^ to iliink over aiid give his o])inion. 

Mr. President, Sir, through you I would appeal, how'ever, to the 
Hoiride Uev(mue ^Minister to c-onsider this bill — the vrry fir'll bm illa- 
tion of its kind in Bengali — wdth tlie .syjnpaihy and consideration it 
deserves. Sir, if a modest legislation like this wdiich does not really 
involve any apjirechible burden on the revenues does not receive 
sympathetic consideratio!! f?-om p()])ular Ministers the idea will gain 
ground that in spite ol the reforms the 4ingle of vision has not changed 
and the inauguration of the much advertised reforms was only a farce 
and a mockery. 

Sir, our 7 )o])ular ^linisters mu>t show- by their action and not by 
mere "words that they accede to ]H)])iihn’ demand and tliey reallv feel 
for the poverty-st licken masses. We liavc got mass upliftment in our 
prognnnme hut how can w*e expi‘(*t to aehie\'e it if we are unwilling to 
raise onr little tiiiger to help the inarticulate mass in piotec-iing thera- 
seL es and tlu' nitunbers of th(*i]* family from sheer starvation. 

M'itli remarks, Sii', T mo\c ilic hill foi cimilatioii. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I at 
this stag(» ha\e \our ruling on one point!-' Because His Excellency the 
Govi'TIiot- has jiot nu-omnumdcl ilic ('oji'^ideial ioii ol tlic bill, -ball I 
take that objection noAv or at a later stage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; If \ ou want to take any legal objection you 
should take it at tlie earliest stage. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I would draw 
your attention to seetiou 82(.7) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
where it is laid down that ‘‘A Bill which, if enacted or brought into 
operation, would involve expenditure fjom the revenues of a province 
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si, all not be passed by a Chamber of the Legislature iiiib'ss the Goveriioi 
reconimeiided to that Cliainber ihe cou^ideratioii of the Bill." 
'Wiiether it is now at the consideration >ta.ue or luo, on that point 1 
your ruling. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I think I should make this clear, beaiuse it 
iiiav he necessary in other cases as \\ell. Tn the history of parlia- 
lueiitary legislation it is well knowi^ that in many a hill tliat enuML’C" 
from the Select Committee almost every senten(‘e is changed in the 
Select Committee, excepting perhaps the preamble and title of the 
hill. Xohody is in a position to say at thi'^ stau’o what will he tin* 
final '^ha])e of the hill, so the ])ro[)er time for making ohjeetion is when 
the hill will he moved for hcdng taken into cmnsideiation. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Clause { 3 ) says 
that a bill if enacted and brought into oi)eration would involve expendi- 
ture. I ask for your ruling on this jmint. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The bill has aheady been intiodneed. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The ciuestion is not tlie hill as it is 
likely to emerge from the Select Committee hut tlie hill, as it stands, 
would involve expenditure from the revenues of the province. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are rather too late to oppose intro- 
duction of the bill now. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 simply wanted to draw your 
attention. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Do I under- 
stand, Sir, that it is your ruling that my objection should not be 
preferred at this stage? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The proper time would be when it emerges 
Ironi the Select Committee or when it is taken into consideration. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no pro- 
posal for the Select Committee at this stage. It is merely for 
circulation. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: "When the stage for consideration or passing 
of tlie hill will come tlicii you can raise your objection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: After the consideration 
of the hill if the Govermu's ])erniission has not been given to tlie con- 
sideration of the hill, tlien all tlie time that the House has taken to 
consider the hill from the beginning until it emerges from the Select 
Committee will be a waste. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon'hle Minister will appreciate that, it 
may be su changed in the Select Committee that Government may not 
have any ground to raise any objection. At this stage you do not 
know wliat ^ha])e the bill will take. By accepting the imdion rm 
elicit iiiL’’ public ojiinion the House is not even committed to the principle 
of tl.c hill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But if the hill 

i> referred to tiie SelerU (^^mmi1tee, a'^ tliis hill involv(“' a laiu< 
exiienditure, will not the Hou'-e he committed to the principle oi 
e.xpendiiure 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the i)oiiit at issue. The tpiestion 
of ex])(*ndit lire is not the principle ol this hill. The priiudple ot llu* 
hill is (piite dift'erent. So lar as this ])aiticular hill is concerned, the 
princijile is to give relief to the poor and the unemployed. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Belief out of 
public revenues. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It may be so, hut that is not the principle of 
the hill. On that i>Mie the Mini>ter may object to the ])articular 
clauses; hut so far as the principle is concerned that is for the House 
now. to decide whether to accept the principle of giving relief or not. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If the hill is 
referred to the Select Committee, will not the House stand committed 
to the principle that relief should be given to tbe poor and unemployed 
out of public revenues. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That House is committed only to the principle 
that relief should be given. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think it is a very 
important ruling and it ahects both Government and the House vitally^ 
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what yoii have said just now. In reply to a point raised by 
Xaziruddin Ahmad you said that the question of objection should 
been taken before, that Is, at the time of tlie introduction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Xaziruddin Alimad raised a different point 
,iltn<>'ether. He was not relerrinp; to section 82i.‘j) but was referrinjj to 

section 82(7)(?/). 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: T was referring to section S2(.v'). 

Mr- PRESIDENT: Section 82(*>) does not deal witli introduction 
. t hills, and you raised objection about introduction. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I was only drawinu' your 
attention to what you have yoinself said about the wot ds “sliall 
not be passed”. That is the authoritative clause. Theiefore, as you 
jiave said, the question may be discussed from the point of view of 
this section. The House can take into consideration section S2(o) und 
^ay tiiat it will leave that jvortion which iu\olves “if enacted and 
biouo'ht into uiteration wotild invoKe expenditure from the revenues of 
i piovince". Jt that i^ llu* authoritative' j*et4‘renc(‘, tlu' i iMMunmt'Jida- 
riou of the (rovernor will not ]>e necessary tor the consideration of a 
bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The lion'ble member is conceiving’ ol one 
paiticular case. I can think of hundred others, liow a bill in the 
Select Committee may come out in a shape that (lovernment may not 
ka\e reason to take any exception to. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, your ruling’ was 
that if the principle was not the question of expenditure from Govern- 
uicnt funds, then it could be referred to the Select ’Committee and tlie 
House will not be committed to expenditure. Suppmsing- the funda- 
nifUital principle behind the bill is the (luestion of cx])(‘nditure from 
( rovtTumeiit fund and it is referred tf) file Select Committee, the House 
1- committed to the principle. In that case Government must aLo be 
'<>nimitted; if that is accepted, how’ can the Governor refuse pt'rmis- 
-:on . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Even if the bill is referred to ilie Select (k)m- 
nut tee, thei e is no difficulty as the Governor is not bound to accept the 
•h eision of the Select Committee. The proper time to take exception 
^ at the third reading of the bill. 

The motion that the Bengal Relief to the Poor and Unemployed Bill, 
I’^ b, he circulated for the purpo.se of eliciting opinion thereon hy the* 
•j‘hh Xovember, 19*17, was put and agreed to. 



48 


XOy-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[I'^Tii Sept., 


The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1937. 

Mr, SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTi: Sir, 1 beg to mov. 
that the Jieiigal Fisheries Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Comiiiittc ■ 
consisting of — 

(1) The Iloii’lile Nawab Khwaja llabibiillah Baliadur, of Daccii, 

Minister in charge -of the Agriculture and Indu-^trie' 
Department, 

( 2 ) Mr. Jailit Chandra Das, 

(3) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Ataur Ralimaii, 

(o) Mr. Indii Bhusan Sarker, 

((>) Mr. Karesh Naih M<x)kerjee, 

(7) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, and 

(8) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their rejyort by the 30th November, 1937, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary tc 
oonstitute a quorum shall be three. 

Sir, in moving tlie reference of this bill to a Select (^ommitlee, J 
would like to submit before this House that this bill is as im])ortant 
a piece of legislation as that of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bill, 
or rather 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise on a 
point of order. Has the honourable mover taken the consent of the 
members as to whether tliey are willing to serve on the Select Com- 
mittee y 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is to be presumed that Mr. Chakraverti has 
^ot the consent of the members whose names he has proposed. It is 
usual to obtain the cxmsent before putting in the name. As this House 
is new and if it is not known to the members, I would remind them 
that before proposing names for a Select Committee the members whose 
names are put in, should be consulted. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may we not take it that if no 
objection is taken by the member concerned to serve on the Select 
Committee, it is tantamount to consent? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is a matter of etiquette that the consent of 
the member concerned should be obtained before his name is proposed. 
I desire hon’ble members to secure the consent of the members 
concerned before putting in their names. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Ale Nve not to umlerstancl 
before ail boirble ineinber move^ that a bill be reteired to Seleet 
( oimnittee, he ^houbl hand over to >ou. Sir, the consent in writing* of 
fiiv' inembeis who are to serve on the Seleet Coniniitteey 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I shall see that this rule is observetl. At this 
-Mize, I would reij^uest members who want to move tor retei'enee to 
xdeet Committee to obtain the eoiisent ot the members betore pultino 
M their names. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, as 1 was points 
inj: out. it is a;# imimrtaiit a piece of leo-islation as timl ot llie Ilen^-al 
IViiancy Amendment l^ill. In fact it ma\ be more iminirtant in this 
sense that alreiidy the tenants have <»:ot some ri^lits, whereas these 
tishermen who have been neglected for centuries have no lights wliat- 
snevei* in the eyes of law. 1 may say that twenty-fivt‘ lakhs (d‘ them 
an* being neglected and they are rotting in tins ])rotession. They aie 
merely earning money for the benefit of the ])eople wlm hav(» got vested 
inierests in these fisheries. 1 may i>oint out that the olil ( io\ tu nment 
gave attention to tliis point as long ago as in tlu^ ymir lt)l)S, whmi tins 
matter was ])lace(l in chaige of Sir Tv. (i. (lupta, tht' thmi (’ommi^sioner 
ot Fisheries. Jn this connection I may, with yoni permission. Sir, 
lead out an extract from his report wliich will throw light on this 
])oint : — 

“The body of lishermen have legitimate rights, which must be 
lecognised by the State. The rights of labour cannot and ought not 
to he ignored. Botli on iiccount of their number.s, of the househohls 
(hMiemlent upon them, and on account of the other industries involved 
. :ind Inuit up with the ^isherie'^, the fishermen have a recognised 
• •I'iim to considerati-on. The Peiananent Settlement has not stood in 
tht' way of measures being taken to regnlatt* the relations hetween land- 
l'»:d and tenant, and various enactments liave been passed iu the 
.lOeii'st of botli. The mcie fact that fislnu-y rights in some Avaters Ikiax* 
‘ r'eit gi*. ,-*!! to prisate parties sh-ould not lit* an ohsUnde to tin* pas.'.ing* 
ot '•ucli l.iw^ and regulations as are calculated to consm've the fisher\ 
aad inciease the MnIi -^upply oi t lu' eonntry." (Sii K. (r. (iiipta’s 

I’epori on Fishery Matters, 1908, pages 102, 104, section XII. ) 

Mr K. C. Tie also stated this iu In’s rejiort regarding tlie fislieries 
'd Kastern Bengal and Assam : — 

“The sujiply of fish in tin’s province is mncli .shorter than tlie demand 
and tliaf this .sup])Iy is steadily diminisln’ng Avdiile the jiriee of fish is 
Jiuioasing. Fish is admitted to be a most important article of diet 
among the inhabitants of tins province and may be (;oiisidered to be a 
necessity and not a luxury.’’ (Beport on Fisberies of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam by Mr. K. C. De, 1910, page 7-3.) 

Sir, thi'' report wms made in 1910. 
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‘‘Uue factor which oj>erates towards the w’holesale massacre of all 
tlic edible iriljabitaiits of the fisheries in the short term for which the\ 
are leased out. The term is too often only a year, wdiich nieaii^> 
fisliin^' season. The leasee, l)ent on making the most profit within thf* 
period of ihe lease, does not liesitale to capture and kill every fisli 
mature or immature. He admits thai many of them would ha\** 
grown if sj)ared for a year and fetched a many times higher price, hut 
lie argues tliat the benefit of the higlier ])ri(*e w^ould have been ivnj)tMi 
by the next yeai’s leasee, wdio may iKjt ];e himself. (Jhid, paee 7‘-J. i 

Owing to fi^heianen not owning mucli land and to the pi<^(‘aii!»u- 
nature of their calling, tliey have small security to oiler, and conse- 
quently the^ have to ]>ay very high rales of interests on the Padiua and 
the Jamuna, tlie ratt‘ is often 7o 2 )er cent, foi- one season and soniciime- 
more. The j)()(»rer fisliermeii liave often to borrow^ money for theii 
mainienanco in the slack season and also for marriagCN. Loi 
loans, 1h(‘\ have oilcoi to pay as nnieh as 150 ])er cent, per annum, 
’’.rijo middhoiKUi are not often in dHbt, but tlie actual hsh-ca tidier- ar.- 
almost Invaidalldy iiiflebled either to the juiddlemeti or to the ' 

Mr, K. ( \ .l)e it) eomduding hi.s report makes some j)ertinenl remarks 
on imjiroving tlie conditions of fishermen. He says that their work i- 
arduous and Mimelimes dangerous and tlieir profits arc largely swuillowed 
u]) by the middlemen and jirojirietors of fisheries. It a]>pears to him 
that the only w^ay to secure that tJiey should reai> the full heuefit oi 
their labour is to teach tliem co-operation. 

Sir, it is i]uite clear that the iirevious (Tovernmenl alread.\ jiaid 
attention to that by appointing a res])onsible ohieer to ejiquire into these 
facts and publish a report on it. I do not know wdiy Government did 
not give effect to this recommendation. 

The Han»ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: W hidi (invem 
men I Y 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTY: The lucvinus (toxmn 
nu'iit of IdOiS. I tl)ink the Hon’hle .Miiimlei eau enlighten ii c upoii 
tlie point later on. T jHit it to tlie Houst'— \\ Inqlim- it considoi v; tiii- 
matter on the same footing as that ot the men Avho work on tin land. 
As tJiest* men work on the w’ater, they sutVer aKvays from the imdemenc^ 
of the woatlier: they have to fight with tlie elements and they lia\e tc 
suffer all sorts of privations wdiieh a human being is not expected or 
likely to sulfer. I sulunit to this House tluat it sliould take up tlie mat- 
ter in right earnest. J find that tliere are man\ gentlemen here who 
represent the cause of Kisliak-fboja and should view’ it in tlie 
same light as the tenants on the land. I further know that our Finance 
Minister presided over a conference of the fishermen and, if I remember 
aright, he took a symjiathetic view;, of the cause of fishermen. 


The Hen’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; lo does HOT I*' 
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Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: 1 shouKl say that 

.wry Beii<»alt‘e who is Ixiiown to he fish-eating', shonid not negleet the 
I sons who feed them and should try to improve their lot. 

With these lew words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
t-.e House. 

Mr^ PRESIDENT: The motion that the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 
he referred to a Select Committee has been moved and it is for 
^hc movers of the amendments to move their amendments. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, the llon'hle Minister 
ii; charge of the Dej)iirtment to which this hill lelates is tlu' Bevenue 
Minister and not tlie Minister in cliarge of tlie Industries Department. 
Although tliis looks like an industries matter hut tlie hill is ])urely a 
leveniie (question. In this connection 1 may say tliat the advantage of 
having the consent of the memher before putting in the name is that if 
tliis matti^r had been referred to the HoiFhle Minister, the name of the 
pioper Minister would have been put in. So I would suggest that before 
ihc jnotion is put formally, the mover of the motion will perhaps add 
Oic name of the Hoii’hle Sir Bijoy Pjasad Singh Uoy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It shall have to he moved by anollier memher at 
.1 later stage, because the original mover cannot amend his motion. I 

w call Mr. Moshahuddin Ahnunl to move his motion No. d. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, T have got 
unuion No. 2A which is in the Supplementary Agenda. Alay I liave 
'our permission, Sir, to move it before Me. Meshalniddin Alnned, 
ill hough it is the same motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie President has a right to call anybody lie 
Although it is llu' sam(‘ motion, 1 have already called Mr. 
Me^hahuddiii Ahmed. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My motion has 
' ceil numbered 2A and that of Mr. Meshalniddin Ahrned as No. d. 1diis 
- been done by sour department and I think I should tlierefon* have 
first preference to move my motion. It does not matter however 
'' ho moves it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. This 
-Tern 2A reached ns only this morning, wlieieas item d reached us some 
'inie ago. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should like to know from Secretary as to 
whether the motion of the Hon ’hie Afiiiister was received after that of 
Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed. 
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The Secretary (Mr. K. N. MAJUMDAR): The Hou’ble Minister’s 
inoiion was received some time after the motion of Mr. Mcshaliuddin 
Ahmed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ca.se I (all upon Mr. Meshaliuddijj 
Ahmed to move lii.s motion first, and tlie Ifoii’hle Minister will have an 
opportunity to speak later on. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: I heo- to move that the Bill he 
circulated for the [)urpose of eliciting- j)uhlii‘ o])init)n thereon. 

1 should like to say that this is a very important Bill^a fleet in <>* a very 
large section of the people. It affects their lights and their status. 
It will, therefore, he quite proper if the House would obtain the views 
of various sections of the ])e()])le affected as well as various other 
interests of the ])i‘ovince. I ho]>e the hon’hle mover will accept the 
amendment. 

The Hon’IMe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 can assure the 
hon’hle movto* of this hill that 1 hav(» got as mu(‘h syui])athy for the 
poor fishermen as he has and that (lovernmeiit are prepared to examine 
the whole (piestion of the rights of fishermen when they havi* a little 
res])ite. In fact during the last si^ssion of the pn^vious (’ouncil a non- 
official hill was introduced by an lion ’hie nieinh(*r and (ioveriiiiieut 
g^ave an as.surance that they would carefully go into the whoh' question 
and de(‘ide their line of a<‘tion. Unfortunately nothing was done. 

The hill proposes to confer certain Tight^ on fishmnnMi on tlie lines 
of the occupancy rights in land. Sir, 1 do not know if it i.s pcxssible to 
confer occupan(\v rights on fisheries, because it is difficult to assess what 
would he the fair rent for a fishery. We do not know actually the value 
of the produce. It is .so uncertain and so fluctuating. The second 
point is that it is jiroposed under clause -1 of tlie hill that the lease 
should he tor no less a period than thriH‘ ^^nlr-'. Iiisttnid of giving relief 
to the fishermen it may operate very harslily, because in most cases the 
fisheiuKMi might he losing mone\ and the fisluoy may he a losing con- 
cern. If the minimum j>eriod of least* is fixed at three years, it ma\ 
he difficult for a fisherman to c-ari*y on his husim‘.<s. All these question^ 
require very careful examination lH‘fore (lovernnient can agree tc 
commit themselves to the piovisions of the hill. They have not even 
adequate facts at their disposal at prestmt, and they would like to have 
public opinion on an important measure like this. Mere analogy of the 
occupancy rights under the Bengal Tenancy Act should not he our 
guiding principle. I wcnild, therefore, support the motion that has been 
moved by my hon’ble friend Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, and I can assure 
the House that Government are prepared to go into the question very 
carefully and see how they can improve the lot of fishermen. But the 
middleman is not always a handicap, is not always a curse. The fisher- 
man may prefer to hand over his produce to the middleman on the spot 
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^ii^.tead of sending it to markets at distant places. It may not pay him 
TO do so. So all tliese facts will have to he enquired into before legisla- 

• oil can be iindeitaken. A hasty legislation of this nature without 
-.utHcient facts will neither help Government nor help the landlord aor 
Oie fisherman in whose inteiot the bill i> supposed to have I t^en 
introduced. 

Then tliere is another very important projiosal in the bill. It 
prevents Government from settling- fisheries with people other than a 
iishermai] as defined in this bill. The definition is very vague, v^oy 
unsatisfactory aud very Avide. I will just rca<l out the definition. 
“Fisherman” sliall indicate any lunm fide fisherman who catches fisli 
with net, hook or otlier contri vainu's for selling and tliereby maintain 
himself aud his family and whose chief business in life is fishing.’ This 
i^ not a veiy satisfactory d(‘finition. It is v<‘ry wide and may include 
]>eO]de Avhoni the hoii'lile nuonber (hx's not rT'ally intend to include. On 
Thes(‘ grounds 1 re(iiiest him not to jiri'ss his motion for ndm-ence of the 
hill to a Sidect Ooinmittee but t(» agi-(M‘ to tht‘ bill i)eing ciiciilaU'd at 
this stage. And uIkoi W(‘ hav(‘ inon' facts and materials at onr disposal 
we shall bring forward a measure. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : In vi(‘w of the opinion 

• xpr(‘ssed by some of mv friends Inue, 1 desire to accept the amendment 
jtrovided a definite time is given. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But in my 

amendment the tinu' is given as .'fist ^farch, UldS. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: In that case* yon can move i\. tin t her ameml- 
uieni aflding t h(‘ v oi (L i)y ih(‘ .Ust March. Bl-'iS.” 1 >honld The 
i.i ]ia\c tin* opinion cd tin* House to .illow the lloii file Mini’^tei- to move 
- luitlici amendment. 

tXo object i(m Avas laised in the Ilonst*,) 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: i beg to movv‘, 

AA’a>' of amendm(*iit, tliat the woids “b\' tlie .‘>lsi March. IftdS ’ he 

• olcled after the AAun-d ‘‘tliereon” in the* motion cd Mr. MesbahnddiTi 
A limed. 


Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: In Anew of the 
amendment being moA'ed b\ the Ifon’lde Minister, 1 beg leaAu* of tlie 
House to withdraAv my motion. 

Tlie motion of Sbrisli (diandra Lhaki avert! to Avitlnliaw the 

motion tor leferring the bill to a Seb*c t ('ommittee Avas ])ut and agreed 
to. 
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Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: On a point of order, Sir. When a motion to circulate u 
bill for elicitinp^ public opinion fliereon has been agreed to, does no: 
the motion for reference to a Select Committee automatically fall t( 
the ^^-roimd ? Is it your ruling, Sir, that the motion must be withdrawn 
at this stage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is my ruling. 

Mr. INDU BHUSAN SARKER: Mr. President Sir, in lising k 
support tlie circulation of tlie Bengal Fisheries Bill, <1937, sponsored, 
by my hoiC])]e friend Mr. (Jliakravcoti , 1 d(j not fora moujent want tli]> 
House to lliink tluit tlm lt)t of tlie leenii/ig fishermen of this inovim e 
one of the best, or that no legislative enactment is necessary to safe- 
guard their legitimate interests. ] shonhl like to make my position 
perfectly clear at the very outset so tliat there may be no mistake 
about that 

Mr. SAGHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL; On a point of order. 
Sir. Was Mr. Chakraveiti’s Bill foi* circulation or for i’efei'en(*e to 
Select Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: !Mi'. Chal^^av(‘rti*^ nmlioii has bi^eii witlidi’awf. 
by leave of the House. The oni\ motion now helorc the House is for 
circiilat iou . 

Mr. INDU BHUSAN SARKER: My main contention against the 
bill is that it lacks tlioroughnoss and conceived in the huiiy of the legis- 
lative enthusiasm of my IioiCble friend. In any legislation concerning 
dshermen in a iiredominating riparian province like Bengal, one must 
liiave to take into consideration quite a number of problems not merch 
of rights but also of grave economic importance. As this House must 
be aware, the total fisherman population of Bengal, according to tin* 
Census Ivejiort of 1931, is nearly five lakhs, and of this fishing is the 
main occupation of nearly two lakhs of our f)opiilation. Any legisla- 
tion coiicei’iiing this vast iiumh(*r must he (*onceived after propel 
enquiry of facts and figure and the question of age-old rights involved 
in it. 

Again, Sir, it has been said by autliorities that in Bengal the iiumhei 
of fish-eating population is over one crore and for them the daily re- 
quirement (»t fish is nearly til thousand maunds ]>er day the value ot 
which, at a modest computation, comes to nearly Bs. 24 crores per yeai 
Now, Sir, a legislation concerning such a matter of stupendous economi* 
importance sliould not, in my opinion, be undertaken in a finkerinir 
manner. 
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Sir (another objection against the hill is that it does not seem 
to take into consideration different kinds ot‘ fisherv such as, river fishery, 
beel and tank fishery, estuarian fishery and deep sea fishery. If 
the definition of '‘Fishermen” as oiven by my hon'ble friend in the 
])ill is to be ^iven a legal sanction, T do not think Ijnw men plying* their 
trade in these different regions (‘onld be left out. I am. tlierefore, of 
ti;o opinion, Sir, that the lull sliow> a huri ied duiftinanshi]» 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Siiire the original moAer Ini'- M itlnlrawn 
l,i> motion and the discussion i.s aliout emulation, i> it necessary to 
di-^n^sthe piovisions ot tin' hill a> ha\ mg benm l a^iU diatledy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On a cii'cnlat ion nujtion tin' spetali should lie 
cfuitined generally as to the necessity l<n* circnlalion and as such he 
( a’ lefei to the hill as having l'(‘t‘t‘ Imstilx dratted. 


Mr. INDU BHUSAN SARKER: My next ob ject ion against the 

icl! Is that altiiongli it ])iopo.s<‘s to (ontc*! -onn^ lighls io the Hshei nnui 
and protect them from the exactions ot intcunuMliaries and landlords, 
it does not seem to have taken into consideration the existing I'ghts 
thev already jiossc'ss und the salegnards jirovidc'd tor in various kind.s 
oi 'egislat ions. J submit. Sir. with the varicuis ainelicual i\ e measures 
tliai the ])resent. (iovernmeiit are sun* to bring toiwai’cl to improve* the 
(o'dtion of the masses, fishermen in our ])rovincc* must autlomat ically 
<o iiC to share their benefits so that no tinkc'iang legislation might be 
n- . esstiry to safeguard th(*ir intei’csts. The drastic amendim'ut of the 
llengal Teiianev Act, now on tin* b'gislative an\il, will alri'adv have* a 
sobering effect on those wlio still believe in exlia*b*gal exactions and 
^^hl(ll tile piesent bill seeks to j)re\t*nt. 

'''ir, a word more and J will liave finislied. I want ibis House to 
l*^ltl^e tlial the [iroblem of ffsbing and tisluuinen m‘c*'ls ;i tboiougli 
cn yiiry both from the ])oint ot view of inial njil'I't and horn tin* point 
\ lew ot the economic rehahil itat ion ot this piovimc . Any legislation, 
tljerefore, must be preccMled by a thorough and scioiit itie (unpiirv for a 
' ')i!;]‘r(»hensive and well-thought-out ])lan in this diicM iion. lluiried 
h uislatioii of tliis nature will hamjier the eonsummai urn of micIi a c cui- 
"tiiictive }dan of work. I expect, in this eonm‘elion, an as-iiiancc from 
iln- iloiTlile the Nawah of ])acea that a.s a preliminary to the c.onsidt‘ra- 
u ot this vast prolileui, the (foA (*i nment would coiisldcu- tin* rc'vival of 
tin* h ish^ries ])epartm(*ni under tin* Director ot lndustri(*s in thv* line 
ot Tin* Government of Madras and forthwith launch u]Km an <‘n(|uiry 
iu^ ' the problem. It is with this hope and (‘Xp(*«*talion and for reasons 
I u.ive just suhmitled liefore this Ifous** that I -uopoii ibe b.j] tor 
circulation to elicit public o]>iijion. 
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Khait Bahaciur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM addresed the 
House in Bengali. The following is the English translation of his 
speech : — 

Mr. President, Sir there are no two opinions on the question of 
fishermen being terribly oppressed by zainindars and their officers. 
Hence, I am prepared to give my wholehearted support to any legisla- 
tion that may tie necessary for protecting those who are engaged in the 
fishing industry against this oppression of the zainindars. But I can 
on no account justify the whitling down of the right all along enjoyed 
by the peasants, workers and householders in the matter of fishing in 
hils close to iheir village. If this right of the peasantry is maintained 
intact and jirovisions aie made in the jiresent bill for protecting fisher- 
men against tlie zainindars and their officers, it will certainly be backed 
by the public. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Mi. President, Sir, 1 shall be 
extrenielM’ .«]iort. Witli regard to thi< bill the d(‘finition of “fi>hcrmen’ 
is extremely inadequate and extremely misleading. In trying to 
lepudiate the monopoly of a certain class of men, and in trying to do 
some amount of benefit to hojui fide fish^men — although it is not known 
what that class really means — T do not know whether we are going to 
do an injustice to the poor fish -eaters. 

Now, Sir, as regards the entire bill, there are some eoiitroversial 
matters too, and when public opinion is obtained, the matter shonld 
he thoroughly reconsidered and a fresh bill will have to be drafted 
before anything useful can be found out of this bill. That is all, Sir, 
I have to say. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaciur, af Dacca; 

Sir, my friend who sjudve tiom tlie other side wanted some assurance 
from me as T am in cliaige of Fisheries as well as of Industries. 1 
wish to ijiform the House that I have already decided to revive tlie 
fishing* industry, and for that purpose I have made piovision in the 
budget whicb lias been passed by the Assembly, for a committee. This 
will Piiahle us (o go thoroughly into the whole (juestion of survey of the 
fishing’ industry — sea-fishing, estuarine fishing, and inland fishing. I 
hope, within a very .short time after the report is received, to place it 
before lioth tlie Jjegislatnre. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Sir, though [ fully 
appreidale the feeling of anxiety of the hon’ble mover to ameliorate 
the condition of the fishermen by iiitrodueiiig this hill, I regret that 
on a careful analysis of the bill I (*annot see eye to eye with him in 
this case. A careful study of the bill leads me to think that it 
intended to take away somfe lights of the proprietors in the fisheries. 
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to my ininil, seems to be quite unjust and uncalled for. 
] find. Sir, in clause 4 that any tenant may at any time apply to the 
( . Hector or any officer empowered by him in this behalf for the settle- 
jueiit of the fair rent of the fishery 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Sahib. I think it should be l>orne in 
mind that at this stage it is not even a motion for the Select Committee 
where principles are to be discussed. You are merely to p<nnt out the 
lienis on which it is desirable that the House should have the opinion 
of the public. It is in a Select Committee motion that the principles 
of the bill should be discussed. So, on a motion to elicit public opinion 
;()U need not go^into all that. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. I resident, Sir, 
I was exactly under the same impression that at this stage 1 should 
iKtt deal witli principles. But when T fcniiid that other hoirble 
Toemhers were doing so, I could Jiot lesist the temptation of following 
Their examples. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But yours not a maiden s])eech. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMiD CHOWDHURY: However, Sir, I 
])ow doTvn to the decision of the (’hair, and 1 shall try to be as biief 
as i>ossible. 

I have already said that this bill seems to me quite unnecessary, and 
I think an injustice will be done to the proprietors of fisheries if this 
hill is enacted into law. Witli these ohstuvatioii^. Si]’, I ojipose the 
ninlion for (irculation. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL GHOUDHURY: Mr. rre>i(lent, Sir, ( on si der- 
ing tliat this House has accepted the motion for (ircTilation for eliciting 
]>iihlic opinion, may 1 submit that the (pie^tion he now ]>ut, as we are 
now not ennsidering any details? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it does not lerpiire a speech to move that 
nu* ({uestion be now put. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Mr. Iresident, Sir, I 
"nly want to say a lew words as regards the remarks of Kliaii Sahib 
AIkIuI Hamid C’howdhury, regarding proprietary lights in the fisheries. 
And this is that we must all forget everything about p]’ui)iietarv rights 
here. Ctherwise, I support the motion. 

The question that the hill be circulated for the jniipose of (diciting 
^•pinion thereon by the Hl.st of March, 1988, was then put and agreed 
to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion is adopted. 
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The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Billi 1037. 

Mr. NUR AHAMED: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nauser Ali, Minister in charge of the 

Public Health and TiOcal Self-Government Department. 

(2) Mr. r.alit (‘liandra Das, 

(3) Mr. Ilumayun Kabir, 

(A) Khan Bahadur Saixed Muazzamiiddin Hosain, 

(5) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(G) Mr. Shjish Chandra Chakraverti, 

<7) Mr. T. Lamb, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ataiir Bahman, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instriictiojis to .submit their ie[)ort by the loth November, 1937, 
Aiid that the uumbei- oi members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a qiioium shall be tour. 

Sir, in moxing this motion tor leleience ol the bill to a Select 
Committee, 1 beg to sas a few woids in delineating the main pri’’'ciple.‘' 
of the bill and the pur])oses of the same. 1 would jefer the hon'bb 
iiiembers of this Hou.se to my Statement of Objects and Keasons wherein 
I have ti'ied to explain the purpose and the main principles of the bill 
as briefiy as possible. By my first clause i piopose to do away with the 
system of nombiated commissioners in municipal bodies. This is a 
principle which has not only been admitted, but is also in operation 
under the new Government of India Act. We have now got a fullx 
elected body which is called the Indian Parliament and Provincial 
Assemblies. There this system of nomination has been done awav 
with. There is no reason why this,. system should be continued in 
bodies which have been in oi)eratu)n for many years and which are alsc 
working within limited areas tor the betterment of their citizens. 
This is a principle, I piesume about which there can he no difference ol 
opinion amongst members of this House. 

Sir, Upper Hoii.ses are sometimes called reactionary Houses. Bin 
let us take the case of tliis House. The Bengal Legislative Council, 
Sir, is as much progre.ssive and is as muc;h radical in principle as anj 
other hotly in this inovince or in Itidia or in any other country. 

The second primdple underlying the i)rovi9ions of this bill relate: 
to tJie introduction of adult franchise. There is a growing volume ol 
opinion in the country tor the introduction of adult franchise and the 
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j,^e}=eiit Minister in charge of Local Self-Government Department is, 

1 know, in favour of adult franchise. If T remember aright, he and 
myself were both examined before the TiOthian Committee and there he 
ailvocated election by adult franchise, and this is a thing which has been 
adopted by all civilized countries and in some form in the Indian 
Assemblies even. The only x)biect ion which is urged against the intro- 
(Inclion of this principle is that there are physical and practical difft- 
L ilties and disadvantages in the way of its actual operation. But as 
If a ids the question of introducing this principle into the municipalities 
thf'ie cannot he any objection, because a municipality is a cohesive 
lx.dy, because a^iunicipality’s operation is confined to a small area 
From the census figures. Sir, it will further apiiear that out of 
n<S municipalities only, three, four, or five muniidjialitios have got a 
population of GO, ()()(), and al>ove. while there are niunici]>alilics wliich 
liave as low a population as 5,000, 4,(M)0. or 0,000, or 10,000; so, there 
will he no difficulty as regards that. 

The tliird juiucijile iiicoijmraled in my hill i> tliat (he life of muni- 
( ipalities should be extended from tour to five years. As regards tins 
it is self-evident since very recently, by Act XIV ot lOGti (lie 
life of district boards has leen exteiuh'd from tlireo to five years, and 
tlif' life of the Provincial Legislative^ A^semblie^ also has i)eeu increased 
iinin three to five years. So, ther(‘ is no reason why tlie same should 
not }e’ done in the case' of mnnie*ipaliti(‘s. 

]’he fourth main ])ro\ision is ahont the e^em])liou of i)laces of vNor- 
si.yj tj-om paving assessment.^. 

In my luuiiide o)>inion tliere is aji ane)malon.s state e)f things under 
SHi'tif)]! ]1>5 ot tile Bengal Mnniedpal Act. Vlaces of worshi]) liave been 
exempted fiom payment of hon.se late, but they are subject to conser- 
vaiicy, light and other rates. Many members of this House are aware 
tiiat inexsques and teniyiles are yiractically unowneel as tliere cannot be 
ain owner anel as a result of tlie assessment of conservancy and other 
rales, except hon.se rate, tliere is a great accumulation of airear rates 
and ultimately they liad to be written off, as many of the municipalities 
< .Minot realise anything from the mo.sques and temples, l^astly theie 
aie minor modifications in my amending bill. At this stage I need not 
dilate upon these, but the only thing I would like to submit to the 
Hcu^e is the advantage of a proviso compelling the municipalities to 
‘"pend ten per cent, of their income on education. This provision in 
the present circumstances of the country appears to be neces>ary. 
A<(()rding to the circular municipal corjiorations have to spend three 
pel cent, of their income on education and a perusal of the Government 
report on the working of the municipalities will show that most of the 
iniuiicipalities do not spend ihi.s minimnm. Theii' is a neglect of duty 
on the i)art of the municipal corporations in the imparling of primary 
odneation. 
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With the.'te words I appeal to the House to support this motion for 
reference of the hill to Select Committee. 

Th» Hofi'ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI : I beg to move that the 
bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon 
by the 31st March, 1938. 

1 should like to st.nte that the ideal is that the entire body of these 
self-governing institutions should be elected and there should be no 
nomination. It is also the idea that there should be adult franchise 
instead of restricted franchise which we have got now. It is also 
admitted practically in all quarters that much more money should he 
spent on luiniary education. In fact the idea is that primary education 
should be made free and compulsory as early as possible. There may 
be difticuliy with icgard to this in the rural areas, and it may he 
desirable to introduce luimary education earlier in the urban areas. 
Now, »Sir, so fill as the intention of this motion is concerned, I think 
it will be admitted on all hands that this is the ideal we aim at. There 
can be no two opinions on that. Whatever our individual opinions and 
inclinations and however strongly we may individually feel that a 
paiticiilar course of legislation should be adopted at once 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, we are being very much 
disturbed by the table talk which is going on and we cannot hear the 
lion’ hie Minister. 

--S'- 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: Perhaps the reason i> 
that r have not been able to create an impression on the House and 
that account foj- the disturbance. 

i think I have made certain statements which are very importaiil 
fioin the viewpoint ol the local seli-government in this coiintiy. Now. 
Sii', the l)ill proposes to do away with nomination at once: the bill 
fui'ther proposes to introduce adult franchise at once. Some of us no 
douht hold very strong opinion on this point; hut there may he otheis 
who do not see eye to eye with us. This is a very impoitant matter; 
it goes to the veiy root ot the constitution of the municiiial l>odies. 
Therefoie I think in fairness to all concerned to all communities, that 
opinion should be imited before we undertake legislation on this matter. 
That is why 1 have move<l this motion tor circulation of this hill tor 
eliciting public opinion Certain arguments have been put forward for 
adopting this bill and tor passing it into law and that is no doubt the 
reason why the hon’ble member in cliarge has introduced it. I do not 
propose to criticise in detail the arguments that have been put forward 
but may perhaps mention one thing. He has said that there is no nomi- 
nated element in the Legislative Assembly and (‘oiisequently there ousiht 
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ij,,t to be any nominated element in the municipal body. Holding- the 
.pillion as I do, I do not want to advance any argument against that 
tmiiment, but it is well known that for the Legislative Assembly there 
^ >eparate electorate to which I personally do not subscribe. I do 
inT want to dilate on this point. But I want only to lay stress on one 
u)iiit. As this piece of legislation wants to go to the root of the 
onstitution of municipal bodies and as it wants to imimse upon all 
iuiiiii(*ipalities in the nm fossil of Bengal an obligation to spend ten per 
Lent, of their income on primary education alone and as it proposes to 
>xempt a certain class of i>ersons or holdings from certain taxes, it is 
tiily fair that the municipal bodies in the province should be consulted 
>1 their opinion taken before we undertake any legislation whatsoever. 
tVith these remarks I commend my motion to the acceptance of this 
House, and I ret^uest the lion’ hi e member in charge to withdraw 
his motion for reference of this bill to a Select Committee and for 
vindly accepting my motion for circulation. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I rise, Sir, to opiiose the motion for cir- 
! Illation moved by the Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and Local 
Self-(rovernmeut, and 1 propose to do so on some of the grounds iiieii- 
lioned by the Minister himself. He has assured us that he lias every 
sympathy witli the principles of the bill. We know it; bolli inside the 
legislature and outside, he has given expression to the opinion that the 
piactice of nomination is resixmsible to a great extent for the corruption 
vvliich so often obtains to-day in public life in the local bodies. He 
liU" admitted that to a great extent the principle of local self-govern- 
lucnt is negatived by the fact that it is possible for a designing person 
t'* nuinage to cajole nominations to particular bodies and in this way 
10 be elected the Chairman of the municipality, even though he does 
net enjoy the confidence of the majority of the elected members. In 
a uni, the result of nomination to local bodies has been that it is 
ne essai'v tor a jiei^on to be more in the good book ot the jiaiticnlar 
lo' al authority than in that of tlie people ot the locality concerned in 
cider to become the Chairman of a particular municipality. From that 
I'ciut of view, the inactiee of nomination has altogether defeated the 
imipose of local sell -government. 

1 admit that it is often said that nomination is there in order to 
protect the interests of the ininoritie.s. This is not correct, as we 
^ery often find that nomination goes on party lines. I submit that in 
the Minister’s own interest and in the interests of the CTOverument, it 
is necessary that the system of uoniination must go. At one time, 
nomination was regarded as a way in which Ministers could exercise 
"ome influence over the members of the legislature, but with the increase 
in the number of constituencies and the consequent increase in the 
number of members, it has become impossible to satisfy everyone and 
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I would suggest that for the stability of the Ministry itself, the princij.le 
of nomination should go. If it remains, the Ministry will fall. 1 (lo 
not, however, take my stand on that consideration. My conlentiou 
for the a])olition of nomination is that it is against all the fundamentul 
principles of self-government. If we want real local self-governineiit, 
let there be no interference from official authorities or even from 
Minister himself. 

As regards the question of adult franchise, the Hon’ble Minister 
suggests that adult franchise is very desirable but not practicable. I 
do not know the meaning of the word “practicable.’’ 

< 

The Hen’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI; Did 1 say that y 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 beg your pardon. I was taking dowii 
notes when the lion’ble Minster was speaking. He used the wokLs 
“the bill is misconceived and is not practicable at the present stage 
If 1 have misunderstood him, 1 will say without any reference to his 
speech that it is very otten said that such a measure is impracticable. 
Though it is desirable, this bill should not yet be introduced, because, 
it is argued, it is not practicable to have adult franchise. We know 
that without adult franchise, no real self-govemment is possible, 
wliether it be in the provincial or the (;eutral Legislature. Practical 
difficulties may perhaps intervene in the way of complete adult franchise 
in ihe case of national bodies. That is an argument we have aiwa;\b 
heard in the past, but if with regard to the limited scope of the muni- 
cipalities, if with regard to the limited number of persons and the 
limited area in which the municipality operates, the same argument 
is advanced, then lo my mind the argument is not worth the pajiei on 
which it is written. We know that as a matter of fact larger bodies 
than tJie municipalities have in actual operation had not only repre.'-ent.i- 
ii\e goYernmeiii but also direct govenimeiit. In the city States 
(Ireece or to come to modern days, in the cantons of Switzerland, eveiv 
adult person is a member of tlie government and can go and participate 
in the activities of the (/iet at any time. There is, therefore, no 
imjuacticability in adtilt franchise, and to refuse to extend it to even 
local bodies is, to my mind, altogether indefensible. 

In the matter of eliciting public opinion, — a point which has also 
been raised by the Minister for Public Health — I submit that in a matter 
like this, there can be no question of eliciting public opinion. Public 
opinion is already there for many years inside this legislature and out- 
side we have been demanding adult franchise not only in the limited 
sphere of local bodies but also in the wider sphere of national legisla- 
tures. We have claimed adult franchise in the case of legislatures and 
it stands to reason that we should claim adult franchise within the 
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[jiiiitecl sphere of muuicipalities. Therefore from every point of view 
It >eems that the lime has come when we must make experiments and 
li we are to make experiments, it is desirable that they should be made 
lijther in the local self-governing institutions than in the wider field 
,,t national government. On the ground of caution and practicability 
[t is, therefore, necessary that the principle of the adult franchise .should 
now be extended to all local bodies. 

AVith these words I support tiie motitui that the bill be relcired 
u» the Select Committee. 


Mr. NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: Air. President, Sii, 1 sent in a 
nctue to move that the bill be c in ulaled. 1 do not wish to move it, 
)ec 4 aise that has already been moved by the Ilon’ble Alinister. In 
^appojtiiig the luotion for cinulation of the bill for eliciting public 
Dpiuion by the 81 si of Alarch next I wish to say only one or two things. 
It has been said by the hoii’ble the last speaker that nominations have 
HO value Tiowa(l«^\s, 1 do not agree that nominations have failed 
everywhere. * There are cerUiin circumstances where nominations huva 
served ^ery useful purposes. <)i course there is a natural fear in the 
lainds of some people that nominated persons are undesirable men and 
subservient to certain interests, but that is not the universal truth, 
riiough something may be said in favour of the abolition of nomination 
oil abstract grounds, but if you try to do away with nominations all at 
oijce new difficulties will arise. Nominations are necessary for 
Hiuintaining and adjusting communal balance and whenever a certain 
community has less tluin its adequate shares that is made up to some 
extent by nominations. The real question is whether the Government 
would be able to make suitable uominatioiis — and there is no reason 
NN li> a popular (lovernment ctuinot — tuid if suitable Jiominations are 
iiuuh much inequalities can he made iij). Then snpjiosing nomination 
I- aholislied and a particular community tails to get itself adequately 
H*])rescnled by election, that commuiiity might demand separate 
cV( lunate as a compensation for maintaining its own comujunal balance. 
So tlie House will have to consider whether it would agiee to be driven 
h;i( k to separate electorates by abolishing nominations altogether. 

The hon’ble the last speaker said that the Hon’ble Minister 
lais expressed certain personal view^s tliat he is very much in favour of 
'Cl tain principles o£ the bill and lie later said that he does not uiider- 
"tiuid w^hy, in the face of this, the Hon’ble Minister would again move 
tni- circulation of the bill. He has charged the Hon’ble Minister with 
laconsistency. I submit that it is absolutely consistent on the part of 
^lie Hon’ble Minister to hold even strong personal views and at the 
'*ame time to wish to know the views of the general public at large, 
ft shows that he has got clear cut ideas, but at the same time it also 
^bows that he is open to conviction and he is ready to hear what others 
nave got to say and to give the benefit of the same to the House. I 
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submit that hasty l€| 5 *islation on an important matter like this without 
consulting* public opinion would show impatient idealism which is a 
very bad thing alter all. ^ 

With these words I submit that the motion for circulation for the 
purpose of eliciting public opinion should be carried and I hoi)e that 
the hon^ble the mover of the original motion will accept this. 

I ^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM addi*^sed the 
Honst* in Bengali. The following is the English translation o? hi. 
speech : — 

Mr. President, Sir, if the majority community do not look to the 
interests of the minority eouimunity, the interests of the minoBiifcic^ 
in municipal areas are most likely to suffer. The interests of the 
minorities have the greatest chance of being safeguarded in -case the 
system of nomination in municipal elections is maintained. I am .i 
municipal commissioner. Had there not been the system of nomination, 
I could never have found any chance of entering intsb a ^nunicipalit.N . 
Hence, it is but proper that the nomination system should be incor- 
porated in a legislative measure with a view to protect the interests of 
the minorities. 

Mr. NUR AHAMED: Mr. President, Sir, in view of the Speech 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Governmeiif, I beg 
withdraw my motion for reference to a Select Committee and adfeep^ 
the motion of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The leave for the withdrawal of Mr. Nur AhamecPs motion fot 
reference to the Select Committee was objected to. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh : For future guidance may I know when a motion to withdraw 
a particular bill or motion is (d)jected to, is it not necessary that tluc 
question should be put to the House and decided by a majority of vote-'* 
Government of India Act, 1935 lays down that in a Governor’s Council 
all questititis shall be decided by u majority of votes. In tlie.^reseiii 
case, rf I am not misWken, only one or two members objected^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As soon as it is moved it is fhe property of the 
House and not of any particular member and the motion may be with- 
drawn only by the unanimous opinion of the House f eve^ a single 
member has a right to, oppose it. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, ef 

SantoSh: May I know on what rule you are relying? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is my ruling. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: i thiak I liave got a 
right of reply. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, no, only the mover of the original motion 
has got the right of reply. 

V 

NAU8HER ALI: Sir, in view of the 
gp^ial circumstances that the mover agreed to withdraw his motion 
and accept my amendment, I think-^ 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: The House has not given the leave to withdraw. 

The* Hon’ble Mr. iVED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, I only just want 
to make a submission whether you can give me that indulgence. ^ It is 
always in your discretion to allow us to say a few words at any time. 
I only want to add a few words to what I have already said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am extremely sorry, I cannot do that. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali that the bill — 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937 — ^be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereou4)y the Slst March, 1938, was then 
put and agreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion is adopted and the other motion 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee falls through. 


The Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that jihe Bengal 
Cruel^ to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committee ^consisting of — 

(1) The Hon^flble Hhwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of 

the Home Department, 

(2) Mr^ Sfirish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(4) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, of 

Santosh, 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

6 
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(6) Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Nnr Ahamed, 

(8) Mr. T. Lamb, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th November, 1937, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall Ibe necessary to 
form a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, phooka, as this House is well aware, is a very cruel, albominaljle 
and inhuman practice upon milch animals that is perpetrated by the 
goalas to wring the last drop of milk from their udder. With the result 
the milch animals soon go sterile and the goalas finding, as a matter of 
fact, that these milch animals are of no use to them sell them ofi: to the 
butchers and the Ibutchers purchase them for the purpose of skinning 
for selling the skin. Then, Sir, this is one economic drain. The 
calves grow also very sickly and it is well known that the milk of these 
milch animals upon which phooka is practised, is not also beneficial to 
health. Whether considered from the point of view of health or 
morality and also from the standpoint of economy this crime of phooka 
has evoked a strong condemnation from the public. Sir, these goalas^ 
as a matter of fact, for the purpose of practising phooka upon thpse 
milch animals, keep them in closed doors so that the crime may not be 
detected. Now as the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
became alert, prosecutions were started, but the conviction being one of 
fine only, proved not to be deterrent. And as a matter of fact the 
application of the Act being extended only to the city of Calcutta and 
its neighbourhood, these khatals are scattered beyond the limits of the 
city where the Act is not applicable and scattered over the districts 
of 24-Parganas and Howrah where they can commit this offence 
with impunity. 

Now, Sir, the crime is so abominaible that it elicited condemnation 
from the Viceroy of India and also from Mahatma Gandhi J President 
of the Indian National Congress, and I should say from all eminent 
persons from all parts of the country. There were several meetings 
held for the purpose of condemning this practice and I will not go to 
the earliei meetings, but I will refer to some of them which were held 
very recently within two or three months. First of all I will draw the 
attention of the hon’ble House to this highly condemnable practice of 
phooka to a great meeting which was called by the Sheriff of Calcutta — 
a meeting which was held at the Town Hall presided over iby the 
Maharaja Bahadur of Natore. It was a very largely attended meeting 
and I would mention the names of two persons only amongst several 
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others who i?poke very strongly on the matter in the meeting, vi*., 
Sir Monmathanath Mnkherjea and Sir A. H. Ohuznavi condemning 
phooka and urging legislation. 

Now, Sir, I will read some of the resolutions which were passed in 
that meeting and which are relevant for the purpose of my motion: — 


(1) ^‘Resolved that this meeting of the citizens of Calcutta strongly 
condemns the cruel and inhuman action of these cattle owners who 
practice phooka upon the milch animals and calls upon the citizens to 
do all in their parts to stop such practice which is not only cruel and 
inhuina]i ibiit al8o wholly uneconomical.’* 


(2) “That this meeting recommends to the Government to include 
phooka as a cognizable offence and as punishable with a line of 
Rs. 2,000 and 2 years’ rigorous imprisonment and also making provision 
so that a portion of the fine may be given to the informers as reward.” 

(3) “That this meeting request the Corporation of Calcutta to amend 
its rules regarding khatah and other places where cattle are kept so as 
to control the owners to demolish the closed walls and rejdace them by 
wire fencing or such other enclosures to such khatah which have 
iKnindarv walls.” 


This is one. I will refer to another meeting which was presided 
:iver by the Mayor of Calcutta and in that meeting similar resolutions 
were passed. The Mayor observed that the position of the Calcutta 
Corporation was helpless and anomalous and that even if phooka was 
reported to in the presence of the Chief Executive Officer, he could not 
T'unish the offender 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a iH>int of order, Sir. 
K the lion’ble member entitled to read verbatim the resolutions of 
lii^^etings lield at other places? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Hon’ble members are expected to give a 
ptnnmary of such resolutions or discussions. 


Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DAS: Very well. Sir, 1 shall not read the 
resolutions. But I must refer to these, because I am to explain tKe 
provisions of my bill. The provisions of my bill follow exactly which 
demanded loudly by the public and therefore I must convince the 
House of what took place at the meetings held by the public outside. 
1 will not repeat^' the resolutions that were passed, but I would say 
that the same resolutions were passed at that meeting also. Then, 
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Sir, I would refer to a very largely attended meeting held at the Town 
Hiall, Howrah, presided over by Mr. B. C. Datta, Chairman of the 
Howrah Municipality 

Mr. PRMIDEHTs Mr. Das, will you be able to finish your speech 
in five minutes? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I do not think, Sir, I shall be able 
to finish it in another five minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can resume your discussion to-morrow. 
I adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 14th September, 
1937. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 14th 
September, 1937. 
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MamlMra prasmt: 

Th« following mombers were present at the meeting held on the 
I3th September, 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nur. ^ 

(2) Ahmad^ Mr. Naziruddin. 

(3) Ahmed^ Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

(4) Baksli, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Bama, Or. Arabinda. 

(6) Bose^ Bai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(7) Chakreverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra. 

(8) Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(9) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hainiil. 

(10) Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Bezzaqiil Haider. 

(12) Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Reza. 

(14) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(15) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(16) Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(18) D’Rozario, Mrs. K. 

(19) Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(20) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(21) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(22) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(23) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(24) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(25) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(26) Huq, Mr, Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(27) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(28) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(29) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 
j(30) Edian, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asat. 

(31) , Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

(32) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

(83^ Lamb, #r. T. 
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(34) Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

(35) MoKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

(36) Molla^ Khan Sahib Subidali. 

(37) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

(38) Mookerji, Dr. Badha Kumud. 

(39) Momin, Beffum Hamida. 

(40) NichoU, Mr. O..K. 

(41) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(42) Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit. 

(43) liahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

(44) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(45) Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abd^ 

(46) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

(47) Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 

(48) Roy, Bai Bahadur Badhica Bhusan. 

(49) Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(50) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(61) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(52) Sen, Bai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(53) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(54) Singh Boy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(55) Sinha, Bai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(56) Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipui 

(57) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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MMibdrs absent: 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
.3th September, 1937 : — 

(1) Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(2) Hossain, Mr. Mohemed. T 

(3) Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 

(4) Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(5) Poddar^ Mr. H. P. 
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Ministers present; 

The following Hon’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
13th September, 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker, h.l.a. 

(2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., 

(3) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, h.l.a. 

(4) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibnllah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(5) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

H.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Mr. Hiiseyn Shaheed Snhrawardy, h.l.a. 

(7) The Hon’ble Nawab Mnshamif Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

H.L.A. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, h.l.a. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, h.l.a. 

(10) The Hon‘ble Mr. Miikunda Behary Mullick, h.l.a. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 14th September, 1937, at 2-15 p.iu., 
being the third day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 62 {2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1936. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

Fifty-seven members and ten Ministers were present. 


Placing of Statements on the Library table. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir. T rise on a point of infor- 
mation. On Friday last, in replies to two of my quesiions it was said 
that statements were laid on the Library table. I went to the Library 
but I was told that the statements were taken away. Some 
arrangement should be made so that the statements may be kept on the 
library table at least up to the end of the day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have asked the Secretary to see to this. 


Privileges of the Council. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, may I Vie permitted to 
make a statement coiicerninpf tlie privilepes of this House? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I suppose, Sir, that members 
of ihe Council will now be feeling that there has been going on through- 
out a slow hut steady deterioration in the status and privileges of this 
House. They will also feel that the responsibility for this devolves 
entirely upon Government. All our woes and disabilities are traceable 
to an original sin committed by tbe Government. While a very large 
part of India was fighting the battle of assurances regarding provincial 
autonomy, some of our friends here were giving themselves up to tbe 
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task of ministry-making in Bengal in feverish haste and indecent harry, 
so as to forget^that there has been a limb of the legislature which they 
should have counted in the formation of the Council of Ministers. The 
Constitution intends that both the legislative and the executive work 
should be shared equally or at least in some proportion between the two 
Houses. I do not think that there is anybody ^ere who can be pre- 
pared to argue this point that if we act according to the spirit of the 
Act, we cannot but acknowledge the fundamental position that just as 
there is a division of legislative work between the two Houses, there 
must be some kind of division of executive work between them. The 
second Chamber, I find, is taken by the Government of Bengal as if it 
were a second fiddle for the production of our legislative music, but 
it is a very gross misconception to view the functions of this House 
in that light. I hold no brief. Sir, for second chambers — hold a brief 
only for democracy, but I may remind members of this House that even 
the most advanced democracies in the West, like the United States of 
America, or England or France, are deliberately retaining the second 
chamber on account of its intrinsic, its inherent worth, and quite 
recently its inherent merits liave been investigated thoroughly by a 
scientific Commission of experts presided over by the late Lord Bryce, 
and the recommendations of the Bryce Committee, although they could 
not apply for the reforms of the House of Lords in their entirety because 
the House of Lords is a hereditary House, have been found to apply 
very well to Bengal, where we are writing on a clean slate and the 
latest democratic thought has been embodied in the constitution of a 
second chamber for reasons which commend themselves to the most 
advanced democratic opinion. This House, Sir, as we all know, is 
practically an elected House, barring the nominated element of about 
one-tenth and ilie elective character of tlie House ought to merit a far 
better treatment than is being given here by the Government. The 
Government do not realise that they are violating the Constitution, and, 
if I may say so with some amount of irony, that they are bent upon 
wrecking the Act by not allowing the Council to function as it should. 
They have not yet given to the House a Leader. We are here a leader- 
less multitude. Sometimes I feel whether the meeting of this Legis- 
lature is not a public meeting. We do not know the course of legisla- 
tive business. I, for myself, coming from a distant part, should have 
known beforehand, at least 14 days back, what would be the programme 
of legislative business, so that I could know which important measures 
of legislation might demand my humble attention. But all this has 
been denied to me, and I feel inconvenience in this legislative work 
very acutely. Sometiipes, I feel that, after taking all this journey, 
after all, we are doing nothing. Members cannot anticipate beforehand 
V'hat kinds of bills will be sprung upon them as a surprise, nor is any 
time given to them for preparation. One of the most important argu- 
ments for the second chamber is that it can supplement the legislative 
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work of the other House , much of whose time is given to the burning 
problems and controversies of the hour. Of this, we have had evidence 
in full naeasure from the animated and acrimonious proceedings of the 
oiher House. 

TIUQ CHOWDHURYs Sir, on a point of order. 
Is the hon^ble member entitled to refer to the other House? 

Ml*a PRESIDENTS No reference should be m.ade to ibe proceedings 
of the, other House. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I ihink. Sir, with due respect 
to ihe Chair, that the phrase ‘‘other House” is parliamentary, b am 
not mentioning any House. The Upper House wutli its greater leisure 
and detachment can think out the more fundamental schemes of social 
welfare for which the Lower House has not always the time and the 
suitable temperament sometimes for its absorption in party politics. I 
wish that the Government had taken a leaf out of the page of the new 
Congress Government of Madras which straighta>vay gave to the Upper 
House its Leader and its Minister. 

1 shall now, Sir, give you a catalogue of our disabilities and the 
ways and means of removing them. 

Grievance No. 1 . — The (‘ouncil needs a building of its ow'^n where 
it may conduct its business in absolute freedom. Dyarchy in the matter 
of building is prejudicial to the work of both the Houses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Government have decided to build a House for 
the Council. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The Home Minister has agreed 
to a separate building, I know% but, true to Government's dilatory 
tactics, the current budget has embodied no provision for it. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: It has not beem 

constructed yet. It does not matter wdiether ])rovision is made or not; 
shall find the money whenever it is necessary. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The A B C of the project has 
not yet been undertaken. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Plans are ready. 
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Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: I thank yon for the informa- 
tion. I Tfant to rouse the Government to a full sense of responsibility 
and I have done my duty. 

The Hoifble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Now you have 
done everything. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: So far as matters stand at 
present, I am bound to say that the work of the Council cannot be 
efficiently done for want of room for meetings of different parties, for 
their collective consultation or even for reference work in the Library. 

Ghievance No. 2 . — Pending the construction of a separate building, 
the two Houses are made to work by shifts to the prejudice of the 
Upper House which can give only two hours to its work, of which one 
hour is given to interpellations. I suggest, Sir, that the days of the 
week may be divided for exclusive use of the Legislative Chambers, 
the Upper House may work on Mondays and Tuesdays sitting for four 
hours a day from, say, 4 p.m., and the Lower House may work on the 
other days. It is a huge waste of public money to assemble members 
from different parts of the province and prevent them from working 
fully so as to entail prolonged legislative session for one hour a day. 
That is not right. 

Some of the disabilities of the Council seem to be our own creation. 
Without meaning disrespect to the hon’ble members I beg most 
humbly to say that our Questions, liesolutions and Motions for Bills 
are not always carefully thought out and worded, and sometimes they 
even overlap. I suggest a suitable machinery by which such defects 
may be removed by a closer co-operation between different groups and 
consultations among their leaders and also with the Ministers so as to 
produce sound schemes of social welfare for the greatest good of the 
greatest number. The Council should take the lead in th» matter of 
legislation that should be above all party, caste oi;,o;|:eed.^ " 

A defect of our procedure is also responsible for the cuHous but 
regrettable fact that the proposed composition of the select committees 
for some of the bills to be moved does not provide for a proper represen- 
tation of different groups in the Council as it should. This defect may 
be obviated by the method of inter-party consultations, I have already 
referred to. 

As circumstances stand at present I am sorry to say that the Council 
is placed in a situation in which it cannot function as it should under 
the Constitution. If the Government still do not reorganise the Council 
properly, I should like to know what they will do if the Council resorts 
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0 the weapon of passive resistance in refusing to consider the Ministers' 
iJalary Bill which is to come before it on the 17th and insists on redress 
►f grievances before voting for supply. 

Mrs PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Leader of the Opposition has 
aised some important issues but unless he moves them in the form of a 
esolution, I do not see how the matter can be discussed now. If he is 
o advised, he may later on move a resolution when the opinion of 
aembers can be had on it. But at present he has merely mentioned 
he points in the course of his statement and it cannot be placed before 
he House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; On a point of order, Sir. 
a it your decision that a question of the privilege of the House cannot 
)e raised at this stage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question can be raised and it will have 
irecedence over all other matters of the day. That is my ruling. But 
f the hon'ble member desires to focus the opinion of the House, then 
Le must table a resolution. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Jessore District Board- 

22. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur. Of 

lashipur: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health 
nd Local Self-Government Department aware that the life of the Dis- 
rict Board of Jessore expired on the 14th February, 1937, and yet the 
ew board has not been formed up till now ? 

(b) If so, will he kindly state the circumstances under which the 
►rescribed quota of representatives on the District Board was not 
lected by the Local Boards of Bongaon, Sadder and Narail within the 
►rescribed time, so as to allow the reconstituted District Board to func- 
ion immediately after the expiry of the life of the old board? 

(c) Is it a fact that on this failure by these Local Boards to elect 
heir district delegates, the last Ministry issuei a notification under 
ection 10 of the Local Self-Government Act appointing the 17th April 
ast for holding the elections of these boards ? 

(d) Is it true that while in accordance with this notification, the 
-'hairmen of the Sadder and Narail Local Boards called meetings of 
heir respective bodies to elect their district delegates, the Chairman 
»f the Bongaon Local Board disregarded the notification altogether 
‘iid made no arrangement for holding the election? 
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{e) Is it true that — 

(i) both the District Magistrate of Jessore and the Subdivisional 
Officer of Bongaon gave timely reminder to the Chairman ; 
and 

(u) that no notice was iaken of this reminder by the latter? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the majority of the members 
of the Local Board assembled at the Local Board Office on the day 
prescribed in the Government notiti(*ation and finding the door of the 
office locked up by the Chairman and failing to induce the lattei to 
have it opened, held the meeting of the board at the venivddh and 
elects the requisite number of district delegates, including 
Sj. Mohitosh Rai (ffioudhuri, the leader of opposition in the present 
District Board, passed a vote of censure on the Chairman and recom- 
mended his removal from office for persistently refusing to perform one 
of his most important statutory duties? 

{g) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state what step 
has been taken or is proposed to be taken in this matter? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble Minister please place on the table in this 
connection the report submitted by the District Magistrate, Mr. P. D, 
Martyn, after making d thorough enquiry into the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF^ 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher All): 

(a) and (b) The four-year period under section 19A (/i) of the Local 
Self-Government Act expired on the 14tli February, 1937, but owing, 
partly, to the failure of the local boards to elect their delegates to the 
district board befoie the above date, and partly to irregularities in the 
subsequent proceedings, it has not yet been possible to recont litute the 
district board. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The Chairman of the Bongaon Local Board says he did not con- 
vene a meeting as he received the Government order too late for timely 
notices being issued for holding it. 

(e) I am afraid the question is not very clear. If the hon’ble 
member refers to tKe request made by the District Magistrate to the 
Chairman, Local Board, for holding a meeting before the Government 
order was issued, the answers would be in the affirmative. 

(/) Government have received a report puriK)rting to be of a meet- 
ing of the description mentioned by the hon’ble member. 

(g) The matter is under my consideration. 

(h) Pending a final decision by Government in the matter, it is not 
consideredl^Mlesirable to place on the table any reports relating to it. 
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: 937 .] 


Raja IHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naahipurs 

i\’ith reference to answer (h), when is the final report likely to he 
)uhlishe(l P 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It is not a question- 
,f final report at all. It is a confidential report in regard to certain 
natters and Government are considering that report and their decision 
vill certainly be announ^d and published in the gazette. 


Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

A’hen will the decision be made? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I cannot give any 
[efinite time when it will be made, but I can say that the decision 
ri|] be arrived at very shortly. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
ware that in most of the district boards in Bengal, the boards run 
heir full term and sometimes even longer thereafter? Do the Govern- 
lent propose to make some rule or some change in the Act to prevent 
uch a state of affairs and make it compulsory so that immediately,^, 
he term is over the new board is constituted to hold its first meeting? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am fully aware of 
he position as stated by the hon’ble member and I am taking steps- 
0 see that this sort of irregularity is minimised as far as practicable. 


8tenographer8 in . 8ecretariat. 

23. Mr. REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
lon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
tate — 

(i) what were the old scales of pay of — 

(1) the non-reporting stenographers of the Secretariat, andf 

(2) the stenographers serving under heads of departments; 

(it) what are their scales now after the revision of pays; 

(lii) what was the reason for not improving the scale of pay of the- 
stenographers under the heads of departments: ^ 
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(zv) whether it is a fact that the scale of pay of the iiou-reportiu^ 
stenographers of the Secretariat was improved at the timt 
of revision of pays; and 

(v) whether these two classes of stenographers are expected tc 
discharge the same kind of respK)iisihle duties and also to 
maintain the same amount of efficiency? 

(b) Is the Hoii’ble Minister considering the desirability of improv- 
ing the scale of pay of the stenographers unaer the heads of de 3 :>r<rt. 

ments ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (a) (t) (1) There were two 

ecales for the Secretariat stenographers, the higher being reserved for 
selected individuals. 

Scale A — ^Rs. 260 — 10 — 350. 

Scale B— Rs. 100— 10— 140— 10—240. 

(2) The old scale for the stenographers serving under heads of 
departments was Rs. 80 — 5 — 175. 

(it) The revised scales are as follows : — 

Secretariat stenographers: one amalgamated — Scale of Rs. 90 — 10 
2_12(h-20/2— 300. 

Stenographers of the heads of departments — Rs. 80 — 5/2 — 100 — 
10/2—165. 

(tit) and (iv) No, though the opportunity was availed of to remo^e 
one anomaly. Formerly the selection grade could only be claimed by 
reporter-stenographers but on amalgamation it was thrown open to 
nil. Otherwise it will be noticed that both the minimum and the 
maximum of the revised scales are lower than the minimum and maxi- 
mum of the unrevised scales. 

{a) (v) and (b) No. 


Settlemeiit Kanungoes. 

24. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Is 

the Hon^b\e Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware 
that Government (Revenue Department) by their letter No. 10740/ 
L.R., of 29th August, 1931, had given administrative approval to the 
scheme of making the posts of Settlement Kanungoes permanent and 
|)en8iona]iieP 
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(b) Is it a fact that the scheme could not be given effect to on 
account of financial stringency? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that even in Swan Committee's 
retrenchment report of 1932, Kanungoes were taken as holding quasi- 
peimanent and pensionable posts? 

{d) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the subsequent decision of 
Government conveyed in their letter No. 17847/L.R., of 23rd Novem- 
[)er, 1935, has caused great disappointment and injustice to a band of 
lardworking and efficient public servants? 

{e) Now that the finances have looked up, does not the Minister 
contemplate — 

{%) to revise the orders ; and 

{ii) to redeem the promise originally held out? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
ion’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singhl Roy); (a) Yes. 

{h) The scheme could not ultimately be given effect to mainly 
>ecau.se on further examination it ai)i>eared that the sanctioned scales 
>f j)ay contain full compensation for the lack of pensionary rights. 

(c) At page 170 of their report the Committee described the 
^aniingoes’ Ser\dce as r/na^i-permanent-temporary in name but per- 
iiunent for all practical purposes. 

Kd) Presumably the subsequent decision to grant to the members of 
he service a gratuity in substilution of the j>en8ion previously proposed 
o bo granted caused some disai)pointment to the members of that 
ervice. 

(«) Does not arise. 


Dost of itdininistration. 

25. Khan Bahadi^ BAITED MUAtZAMUbuin nu^iAIN: Will 
he Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased 
lay on the table a statement showing the comparative figures of cost 
f administration of the Bengal Government under different main heads 
rom 1931-32 to 1936-37 as found" in the budget ? 


The Hon’Me Mr. NALINI RANtfAN BARKER: A statement is laid 
II Ihe table. 

7 
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5(1) — •Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure financed from 
Famine Relief grants. 

5— -Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and 20 3 2 7 6 . . 

Drainage works. 

) — ^Interest on ordinary debt . . . . —6,74 4,81 9,77 15,62 15,97 16,06 








Actuals. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO&AIN: I 

appears from item ^*22 — General Administration'* that the cost unde 
the head has increased whereas according to the Swan Com 
mittee's report it ought to have decreased when it was givei 
effect to partially. What is the reason for this increase then ! 
Under other items also we find an increase under “Civil Works" 
' 'Miscellaneous Departments" and some other heads. There has beei 
H decrease on the other hand in the nation-building departments 
namely, Medical, Public Health and Education. It appears, there 
fore, that the Retrenchment Committee's Report was not a 
all given effect to though we have been told that this was done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI Ml RAN JAN BARKER: 1 am unable t( 
review the whole administration in reply to these questmns. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. It is not for the lion’ble member to make ai 
argument when putting a supplementary question. He should spli 
up the question and put them separately one after another. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What accounts for the increase ir 
expenditure under “22 — General Administration" ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I want notice, 
but this year it was due to new items being included in the Genera 
Administration as, for instance. Labour, Debt Settlement and some 
others. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: What accounts for the decrease in ex 
penditure under the head “31 — Education (Transferred)"? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It was not £ 

decrease but an increase since the Swan Committee made theii 
recommendations. 


JPecrease of Cultivators. 

20. Khan Bahadur BMYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue I>ei>artment aware that ii 
paragraph 271 (page 271) of i:he Bengal and Sikkim Census Report, Par 
I (Census of India, 1931, Volume V), it is stated that the number oi 
cultivating landlords and tenants had decreased by about 32 lakhs (35 pei 
cent.) in the province in one decade and the number of agricultural 
labourers had increased by 9 lakhs (60 per cent.) ? 
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(b) In view of the abnormal decrease in the number of onltivating^ pro- 
prietors and tenants and the increase in the number of labourers and the 
fast passing out of the lands from the hands of the agriculturists^ do 
Government propose to take any step to stop this transfer? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of introducing 
any legislation similar to the Land-alineation Act of the Punjab? 


The Hon’hle 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. But the 
variation as explained in the last sentence of the paragraph is evidently 
due to differences in obtaining the return. Attention is also invited to 
paragraphs 2t)6 to 269 from which it will l>e seen that under the revised 
nomenclature raiyats who no longer cultivaie their lands are now shown 
as non-cultivating proprietors. 

(b) From statistics collected by the Settlement Officers in recent 
years, it does not appear that expropriation of land of hereditary culti- 
vating classes hy non-agriculturists is considerable. 

(c) No. 


Outdoor Patients of Medical College. 

27. Mr. KADER BAK8H: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Dejxirtment be pleased 
to state how many persons applied for admission in the outdoor 
patients de])artment of the Calcutta Medical College Hosi)ital in the 
year ending December, I98e5, and 1936? 

(b) (i) How many of them were Muhammadans? 

(ii) How many were Hindus? 

(Hi) How many were Christians? 

(iv) How many of other religions? 

(v) Ho-w many were actually admitted during these years? 

(vi) The percentage of admission for each of the aforesaid com- 
munities ? 

(c) Is there any principle which is followed for regulating such 
admission ? 

(d) If so, what is that principle? 

The Hon’bleMr. SYED NAUBHER ALI: (a) The information as 
regards persons applying for admission in the outpatients department, 
Medical College Hospital, is not readily available as no register of out- 
patients applying for admission is maintained. 
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(b) The collection of this information from other sources, e.^., bed 
tickets, would entail a vast amount of time and labour which would be 
disproportionate to its value. 

(c) and (d) Admission is made according to the urgency and nature 
of the case and avl^ilability of beds. 

Settlement Office at Dinajpur. 

2S. Mr. KADER BAKSHs Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of ministerial officers employed in the several 
departments of the Settlenient Office at Dinajpur; 

(?/) the number of Mussalmans so employed; 

(ill) the number of candidates witli their respective qualifications 
who applied for appointment in the ministerial staff of the 
Settlement Office at Dinajinir in the month of duly, 1937; 

(iv) the number of Mussalman candidates who applied at tlie time; 

(v) the total number recruited during the same month ; 

(vi) the number of Mussalmans so recruited ; 

(vi?) whether any principle, rule or circular is followed when making 
such recruitments; and 

(viii) how many of the persons appointed in the aforesaid office are 
inhabitants of the district of Dinajpur? 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (/) 598. 

(ii) 207. 

(m) 199. All had experience of work in the Settlement Depart- 
ment, but with a very few exceptions, all were below matriculation 
standard. 

(iv) 69. 

(v) 67. 

(vi) 21. 

(vii) Yes. The principle is that recruitment is generally made 
from the candidates with experience in settlement work. As a rule 
preference is given to those recently discharged from other settlements. 

(viii) 7. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: With reference to (viii)y were there only 
seven candidates who had applied from amongst the bona-fide inhabi- 
lants of Dinajpur or more P 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Electrical Supervisors. * 

». Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state — ' 

(i) how many firms are working in the area where licensed Elec- 

trical Supervisors under rule 40A of the Indian Electricity 

Rules are necessary under the rules; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that there has been a definite shortage of 

qualified supervisors in the area concerned? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) be in the affirmative, (i) the rea'soiis 
therefor and (ii) the steps adopted to avoid the hardship of the situation ? 

(c) How many of the following classes of electrical contractors 
have, up to date, obtained Contractors^ licences, namely, (i) Indian 
Companies and (ii) European (including Anglo-Indian) Companies? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Sufirawardy); (a) (i) I have 
no information. 

(it) I am not aware of any such shortage. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) A complete list of licensed electrical contractors is laid oii the 
library table. I have no information as to their denomination. 

Mr. NARENDRA OHANDRA DATTA. What is the proportion of 
Ihdian and European contractors’ licenses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. As I have no knowledge 

as to their denominations, I am unable to give the proportion. 

Damage by Wild Pigs from Reserve Forests of Chittagong. 

30. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department aware that wild pigs and 
other animals from the reserve forests cause extensive damage to the 
crops grown in the fields lying round about those forests especially in 
the district of Chittagong and the people concerned suffer great loss 
year by year? 

(6) If so, what steps the Hon’ble Minister contemplates to adopt 
to prevent such damage to crops by wild animals from reserve forests P 

(o) If no steps are contemplated, what is the reason therefor? 
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MINISTER in chaise of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART* 
MENT <tfie Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): Government are try- 
in" to collect the desired information, but have not been able to do so 
yet. 


Bengal Veterinary College. 

31. Khan Bahadur ATAIJR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state in the following form what is the total strength of the 
stah of the Veterinary College — 

(i) Gazetted officers — 

Moslems, 

Non-Moslems, 

{//) N()ii-«^azeited offireis — 

Moslems, 

Non-Moslems ? 

(6) Is there any order of Government to appoint members of 
different communities at a certain ratio? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister state what is the ratio between Hindus and Moslems? 

(d) If the ratio falls short of the Government order, what are the 
steps taken to remedy it? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister state what is the number of members 
composing the Committee of Management of the Veterinary College? 

(/) How many of them are Moslems? 

{g) How many are non-Moslems? 

MINISTER ih charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, 


of Dacca): (a ) — 

(i) Gazetted officers — 

Moslems ... 2 

Non-Moslems ... 6 

(/V) Non -gazetted officers — 

Moslems ... 14 

Non-Moslems ... 24 


(b) No proportion has been fixed for gazetted staff of the college as 
the posts in the teaching staff in the Bengal Higher and Lower 
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Veterinary Services require a highly specialised training and hitherto 
the number of Muslim candidates with the requisite technical qualifi- 
cations has been very small. In the subordinate and clerical services, 
the minimum proportion fixed for Muslkns is one-third. 

(c) The answer to (a) gives the ratio of Hindus and Muslims in the 
different services. 

(d) With regard to the higher teaching staff, the question does not 
arise. With regard to the subordinate and clerical services, the ratio 
satisfies the existing order. I hope that with the increase of qualified 
Muslim candidates it will be possible to appoint a larger number of 
Muslims in the subordinate as well as higher services, and I can give 
an assiiianee that in making future appointments the claims of qualified 
Muslims will not be overlooked. 

(e) Fourteen. 

(/) Three. 

(g) Eleven. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Qualified staff for the higher 
appointments among the Muslims were not available: may I inquire 
why it was not possible to get qualified men to take charge as members 
of the Management Committee from amongst the Muslims, for I see 
that out of fourteen only three Muhammadans were taken in on 
the Management Committee? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In regard to the staff I have already explained, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I admit, Sir, about the staff. 
1 am only inquiring about the Committee of Management, for there 
are only three Muhammadan members out of a total of fourteen. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Unfortunately, Sir, these appointments were made by the last Govern- 
ment, and as soon as their term of office is over, there will be a great 
difference in the position. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I am very thankful to the 
Hon’ble Minister for this assurance. 

Orders of Restraint on Persons. 

32. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what is now the 
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total number of persons in the Province of Bengal under variou/a orders 
of restraint or restrictions passed under any^of the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Acts, the Bengal Suppression of Terrorists Outrages Act 
aucl the Bengal Public Security Act? 

(/>) Will the Hoii’ble Minister please state their number district by 
<listrict? 

(r) Is it the intention of the Government to withdraw those orders 
of restraint or restrictions without any furtlier delay? 

{(1) What was the total number of persons under such orders of 
restraint or restrictions in March, 1935? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimucfdin: (a) At tlie end of August, 1937, 
tlie total nuniher restrained under tlie Bengal Criminal 1a\w Amend- 
ment Act, tlie Bengal Suppressimi of Terrorist Outrages Act and the 
]h*ngal Publii! Security Art was 2,37(). TTndei* section 2 (1) of the 
Bengal Ciiminal Law Amendment Act, the number was 1,957 in- 
clu'«<ive of 85 in training camps; under section 2A of the same A(*t — 
148; under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act — 270; 
nnd under the Bengal Public. Security Act — 1. 

(b) Tlie information desired by the lionBde member is not available 
and cannot be obtained witliout an exx)enditiire of time, labour and 
money which Government are unable to undertake. 

(c) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the statement 
of policy made in the Assembly on 9th Augmst, 19f37. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: On a point of order, Sir, 

the Hoidhle Minister entitled lo refer this House to the Assenihh ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Oh, I am sorry, Sir. 
I ought to have referred to “the statement of policy made in the 
Council, and not in the .Assembly, on the lOth August, 1937.” 

Mr, E. C. ORMOND: On a point of order, Sir. Is it proper 
to refer to previous proceedings of this House in the same session ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It refers to the last session. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (d) The total 
number restrained under section 2 (1) of the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act at the end of March, 1935, was 2,478. Information 
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of tlie number then under restraint under other Acts or under section 
2 A of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act is not available and 
cannot be obtained without an expenditure of time, labour and mone,v 
which Government are unable to undertake. 

Interned Daughter of Bafou Golabsingh. 

33. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the name of the 
daughter of Babu Golabsingh, pleader of Chittagong, who has been 
interned by the Government? 

(b) Where is she interned now, that is, whether at home or at village 
or in camp or in jail? 

(c) Whether it is a fact that no young men between the ages of 15 and 
30 years are allowed to see her at any time or talk to her and vice versa? 

{d) Whether it is a fact that she petitioned the Government to be per- 
mitted to proceed to Calcutta to lay her grievances personally before the 
authorities ? 

(e) If so, was her petition granted? 

(/) Whether it is a fact that she wanted to come to Calcutta and with 
that object she came out of the limits of her place of internment and pro- 
ceeded to the thana when she was arrested and placed before the Magis- 
trate and was subsequently remanded to jail? 

(g) Is she still under orders of internment ? 

(h) If so, where? 

(i) If not, has she been prosecuted and convicted ? 

(j) If the answer to (i) be in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister please state for what otfence has she been prosecuted and 
convicted ? 

(A*) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the Govern- 
ment intend to release her and withdraw all restrictions under which 
she is placed? 

(Z) If not, what is the reason therefor? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Indumati Singh. 

(6), (g), (h) and (i) She is now in the Chittagong Jail awaiting trial 
under section 6 of the Bengal (Viminal Law Amendment Act, 1930. 

(c) When she was in home domicile an order was served on her father 
directing him not to allow males between the ages of 12 and 30 other 
than relatives to see her. 

(d) Tes. 
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(e) No, 

(/) The matter is ^6 judice. 

{j) and (A;) Gk>vemment do not propose to withdraw the order under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, so long as there are indica* 
tions that she has not severed her connection with the terrorist move- 
ment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: There are indications that she has 
severed her connexion with terrorism. May we know what indica- 
tions the Hon’ble Minister means ? Will it be sufficient if she gives 
an undertaking that she does not believe in terrorism now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, before this order 
<vas passed restricting her from meeting males between the ages of 12 
ind 30, Government had leports that she had connexion with terror- 
sin. Her father was warned before the order was passed, but still 
:liere was no improvement. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the father of the girl, Mr. Golab Singh, had 
petitioned the local authorities for the withdrawal of the orders afEect- 
ing him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what has been the result of that petition? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The order does not 
iffect him now, because the girl is now in jail custody. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Why the order should be kept 
standing at all when there is no requirement for the order and the girl 
is ill jail custody? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The order does not 
at all apply to him for the present. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Still the order is there. May 
I know why the order is not withdrawn P 

(No reply from the Hon’ble Minister.) 
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landloom Industiy. 

34a Mfa LALIT CHANDRA DAS* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether there is any new scheme for the development of the 
handloom industry? 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hoii^ble 
Minister please state whether it has made any headway? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state the number of 
unions with their respective districts in which progress has been made 
and with what success? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether this industry 
has been placed with the Development Officer to be worked out by him? 

(e) If not, (i) why not ; and (u) who is in charge ? 

(/) Is it the intention of the Ciovernment to popularise the scheme in 
all the unions in all the districts of Bengal? 

(ff) If so, in how many years? 

(h) Do the Government intend to encourage — 

(i) the weaving and spinning industry by cliarka; and 

(n) whether they have any scheme for its encouragement and 
development? 

(?) If the answer to (//) (/) be in the affirmative, and the answer 
lo (li) (?/) be in the negative, do the Government intend to evolve a 
scheme for its development? If so, when? 


The Hon’Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Yes: there are several schemes initiated in the province for llie 
development of handloom industrs which are being finance^ by the 
Central (Government. Some of these schemes are being worked through 
co-operative organisations and the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department will answer 
about them if he is asked. The schemes which are being worke<l 
through the Industries Department are : — 

(1) scheme of research in handloom industry; 

(2) encouragement of handloom weaving industry through grants- 

in-aid to private institution^; and 

(3) practical demonstration in the improved methods of weaving, 

througl| three weaving demonstration parties. 
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(b) a0d (<?) Of the three schemes referred to above, the fiirat was 
brought ’into ojieratiou towards the middle of 1935 and has mad^ con- 
siderable headway. Quite a large number of fabrics of new and attrac- 
tive designs, the production of which was not hithertofore attempted by 
the handloom weavers in this province has been successfully standard- 
ised. ' The weaving of a number of such new and attractive fabrics has 
been introduced in some of the advanced handloom weaving centres in 
the province in collaboration with the Bengal Home Industries Asso- 
ciation. As regards tlie second, the Mission Industrial School, Kalim- 
j)ong, was encouraged to stabilise the weaving section of the inslitu- 
tion with an annual grant of Its. 2,400. The institution is doing iiseful 
work with particular reference to the production of different types of 
weaves on ordinary fly-shuttle looms and in expanding the range of 
colours used in dyeing of yarns and fabrics of cotton, silk and wool. 
The third scheme has just been put into operation and the demonstra- 
tion parties will start work as soon as they have been fitted with the 
necessary equipment. They will work in important centres of the 
industry. 

(d) and (e) No. There is no such officer in this department. The 
Director of Industries, Bengal, is in charge of the schemes. 

(/) and (g) It is the intention of the Government to popularise 
liandloom weaving industry all over the province for which it main- 
fains in addition, nine district weaving schools, twenty-six peripatetic 
weaving schools and five weaving demonstration parties, which work 
tliroughout the year in fdose collaboration with the district boards 
iind District Officers in different centres selected by them. The hand- 
looni weaving industry like other industries being progressive must be 
I<(q)t abreast of times by continually introducing new and artistic de- 
signs, new methods of manufacture — labour saving devices, improved 
methods of dyeing and bleaching, etc. The question of time-limit 
therefore does not arise. 

(h) (^) and (ii) Government have at present no scheme in hand 

for popularising spinning by cliwrha. Weaving cannot be done by 
diarltam 

{i) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May I know whether this 
nandloom weaving industry is being ruined because of the want of 
skill which is ‘‘tajught’^ by school parties and other agencies? Is 
diat the real diagnosis of the disease or something else? I mean to 
?uow whether this handloom industry is being ruined for want of 
knowledge amongst the weavers which is being taught them now^ or 
whether it is due to competition of foreign materials? That is what 
f want to know. 
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Tlw' Hon’bl* Klmraja HAB1BULLAH Bahadur,' of Dacoa: I do 

not a^ree with hon’He member that the handloom industry 
is dying. It was in a dying condition when Dundee had opened out 
big mills. Government are now trying to revive this industry. 1 
would submit, Sir, this question does not arise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if he is aware of any real service being done 
by the twenty-six peripatetic weaving schools in this province? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I believe so. Certainly. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to tell us the average perio(^ that is spent by 
each of the parties in a particular locality and whether such parties 
are competent to give any sort of instruction to the people who come 
to them for that purpose P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Have these peripatetic schools 
and other schools and industrial experts been able to teach the weavers 
of Bengal now existing to weave cloths like what was known as the 
Dacca Muslin in days of yore ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As regards ihe question which has been put just now by the hon’ble 
member, all I can say. Sir, is that the type of cotton used for the 
manufacture of Dacca Muslin is not grown in this country nowadays, 
and, therefore, the same type of Dacca Muslin cannot be made. We 
have been trying and experimenting to find out, if possible, what 
was the cotton out of which the Dacca Muslin was made, but we have 
not yet been able to succeed. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: It has been stated in the reply 
that there ore several schemes which have beefi initiated for the hand- 
loom industry, and it has been further stated that some of 
the schemes are woAed through the Co-operati^ Department and 
some through the Industries Department. Will the*5on’ble Minister 
be pleased tq state whether the schemeii under the different depart- 
ments are being worked in co-ordination and whether any arrange- 
ments have been made lor oo-ordination P 
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Tht Hon’ble Nawfab Khai^ HAfiUitM.LAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Th^ schemes that worked by the Co-operative Department are on 
a co-oj^rative basis, and the schemes worked oy the rnduetries 
J)6pariBient are worked in co-ordination with the Industries Depart- 
ment. 

Mfs KAriillf'l KUMAR OUTTA^S AVill the Hon^ble Minister be 
plea.-ed to state whether any actual arrangements have been made for 
working in co-ordination? 

The HM^ble Naurab Khwaja HABIBULLAH BahadUr, of Dacca: 

Tlie hon’ble member is aware that before the 1st of April, 1937, 
these departments were under one Minister, but they are now separated 
and are under two Ministers. 


Yield of Mce. 

35. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
]\fiiiister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department bo 
pleased to stale what is the average production of rice per acre in 
Bengal according to the Government of India’s statislics in recent 
years ? 

( h ) What was the average production of crop per acre in the 18th 
and 19th centuries as fouiid in old records such as Sir George Watt’s 
Dictionary of Economic Products? 

(c) Does not this show that the rate of production has gone down 
to nearly 50 per cent. ? 

(rj) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the cause? 

{€) Is the enhancement of rent in Government estates recently con- 
cluded justified when there ie such fall of average production of the 
staple food crop? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) According to the results of crop-cutting experiments made during 
the last two quinquennial periods the average outturn of winter rice, 
autumn rice and summer rice per acre in Bengal is 12J naaunds, 11 J 
niauiids and 14J maunda> respectively. 

(^) In his Dictionary of the Economic Products of India, Sir 
G^rge Watt accem^ied Mr. MacDonnelPs estimate of 10 maunds for 
Winter rice aud ^ "^maunds for autumn and summer rice. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (d) Do not arise. 


8 
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Fish Industry. 

36. Mr. KAMfNI KUMAR OUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state what steps the Government have so far taken to utilise the large 
possibilities of the dsh industry in Bengal and to create indigenous 
enterprisers to take up the business on commercial lines? 


The Hoffi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The hon’ble member is referred to the answer given to clause {d) of 
question No. 120 at the meeting of the Council held on the 16th August 
last. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether his department after the inauguration of the 
new constitution has taken any active step for this industry? 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I can say that I have already taken steps and an expert is going to 
be brought out who will go into the whole question of fish industry — 
the question of sea-fishing, the question of esturian fishing aii<l 
inland fishing. As soon as he submits his report I will devise some 
scheme and put it before the Legislature. In the meantime I have 
prepared a five-year plan which I hope to be able to place before the 
House at the time of the next budget. 


Amount spent in Tours of Ministers. 

37. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahachir, of Nashi- 

pur: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing separately for each 
Minister — 

{a) the amount spent in connection with their tours in the course 
of last four months; 

(h) the purpose of their visit to each place; 

(c) the dates of their journey; and 

{d) the number of days they had halted in e^ch place? 

The Hofl’Me Mr. N ALIN I RANJAH BARKER: A statement for 
the four months April to July is laid on the Library tatde. 
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Medium and Small Industiiee, 

38 . Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA: (a) Will t^e Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased 
to state whether the Govemment are aware that the medium and small 
iiidustries of Bengal have been imperilled by the increaBiii,g influx of 
cheap Japanese goods? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the afiirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take 
to protect these industries of Bengal against the inroads of foreign 
goods ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment have got any scheme to organise and encourage the medium and 
small industries of Bengal? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of the scheme and when and 
liow it will be materialised, and whether the Government intend to 
grunt state aid for organising the medium and small industries of 
l^engal ? 

The Hen’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoas 

\(i) Yes. 

(h) This is primarily a concern of the Central Government and is 
receiving their attention. 

(c) and (d) This department is already doing a great deal for the 
development of medium and small industries of the province. A planned 
programme of industrial development on the lines foreshadowed in my 
budget speech is now under consideration. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: With reference to answer (h), 
does the Hon’ble Minister refer to the question of tarifE or anything 
else when he says that it is the concern of the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Ves. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Besides the question of tarifl 
protection, are the Government taking any other steps for giving 
protection to the local industries? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

l^rotection means tarifE and nothing else. 
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Ht^. K/tDtn tf A^Ktff : (a) Will tlie Hon’ble Mini&iet in ch^tge oj 

Revenue Department be pleased to state y^hetheiT the Government con- 
template to re-examine the question of revisional settlement in near 
future? 

(6) How many kanungoes in the permanent cadre there are in 
actual service, employed entirely for settlement purposes? 

(o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state whether 
any steps have been taken or likely to be taken to give suitable employ- 
ment to the settlement kanungoes who are likely to be thrown out of 
employment as a result of the stoppage of revisional settlement? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SlRGH ROYs (a) Yes. 

(b) The cadre of 147 kanungoes is entirely temporary. Of them 
112 kanungoes are now exclusively employed for settlement purposes. 

(c) The matter is now under examination. In the meantime 
instructions have issued to provide, if possible, the surplus settlement 
staff in vacancies in court of wards. 


Ruling of Mr. President. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before the House resumes discussion on tho 
private members’ bills, I would like to answer a question raised by the 
leader of the Progressive Party yesterday when Mr. Shrish Chanrira 
Chakraverti wanted the leave of the House to withdraw hii^ motion for 
reference to a Select Committee. Maharaja Sir Manmatha ISTath Ra> 
Chowdhury Wanted to know the reasons and I replied to him that thai 
was my ruling. I think I should now give my reasons also. I wouLl 
refer him to i>age 273 of Sir Thomas Erskine May’s LaW and Usage of 
Parliament where he deals with this particular question — 

“The member who has proposed a motion can only withdraw it hy 
leave of the House, granted without any negative voice. Thi^^ 
leave is signified, not upon question, as is sometimes erroneous- 
ly supposed, but by the Speaker taking the pleasure of the 
House. He asked: ‘Is it your pleasure that the motion be 
wifMVftWh’. ff ino one he says ‘T&e ie with- 

drawn’ 
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I that the same procedure jhas been jfaUowed in other jParliameuta 
as weU. Standing Order 53 of the Stajadiug .0r(Je«8 of the House of 
Commons in Canada deals with the same question. It runs thus 

jnember who has made a motion may withdraw .the same by 
leave of the House^ such leave being granted without any 
negative voice*'. 

Again, the same procedure has also been followed in the Indian 
Legislative Assembly. There the question was raised several times. 
I would refer only to two or three cases. It is in the report of the 
l.egislative Assembly, dated the 25th Sej)tember, 1932, page 7G4 

“Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola) : The 

question is that leave be granted to Mr. Amar Nath Butt to 
withdraw his resolution." (Some honourable auembers 
objected to the leave being given.) 

Mr. S. C. Neogy : On a point of order, Sir. The motion that 
you, Sir, put was whether the honourable member had the 
leave of the House to withdraw his resolution. I think the 
voting should first take place on that and not on tlie amend- 
ments or the resolution itself." 

Exactly, the point that the Maharaja raises — 

Mr. President: It is a well recognised parliamentary practice 
that if there is even a very am a ll number of members wlio 
oppose the withdrawal of a resolution after it has been dis- 
cussed, then leave cannot be granted for its withdrawal." 

The same procedure was followed in 1933. I refer to the debate of 
the 15th December, 1933, when Sir George Schuster wanted to with- 
draw his motion — 

I venture to suggest that it would be in the interests of the pro- 
gress of this measure if I wwe to withdraw this anvendment." 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Shanmukham fChe»tty) : 
Has the honourable member the leave of the House to with- 
draw his amendmentl^ (Some honourable members; No.) 
The amendment can be withdrawn only by the unanimous 
consent of the House." 

The ^ame question was raised ag:ain on the 9th March, 1934, .at page 
ld48. Here it runs thus — 

Mr. P^eident (the Hon'ble Sir Shainnukham *ChMty) : Has the 
honQniiable member the leawe of the House to witiidraw hia 
motion P 
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Some honourable members: Yes. * 

Some honourable members: No. 

Mr. President: Order, order. If anybody seriously objects cer 
tainly the motion will not be allowed be withdrawn.” 

Following the well-known parliamentary procedure, I should like 
to adopt the same procedure for this House. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: Sir, may I make a submission. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have given my ruling. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: I bow down to your ruling, but I want to make a submission. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you cannot question my ruling. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: I shall be the last person to do so. My position is this: T 
quite appreciate the value of the parliamentary practice to which you 
have referred, and I wish we could gradually follow all the practices of 
the British Parliament. But the difficulty is that we cannot forgot 
that we are the creation of a statute and when there are statutory 
provisions with regard to a certain matter however unreasonable that 
statute may be, however narrow it may be, we have got to follow it. 
When I raised my point yesterday I took my stand on section 66, clause 
( 1 ) of the Government of India Act, 1935. With your permission I 
shall read out this section: — 

“Save as in this Act otherwise expressly provided, all questions 
in a Chamber, or a joint sitting of two Chambers, of a Provin- 
cial Legislature shall be determined by a majority of votes 
of the members present and voting, other than the Speaker 
or President, or person acting as such”. 

My difficulty is this that any practice which is repugnant to this 
clear provision of the Act to the extent of its repugnancy shall be void 
and the statutes and provisions of the Act shall prevail. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Maharaja did not follow when T 
quoted from May. The leave for withdrawal is put to the House not 
as a question. All the arguments of the hon’ble member are based on 
the fact that the leave for withdrawal is a question put before the 
House. The same principle and procedure, as I have already quoted, 
obtains in the Central Legislature as well as in England and other 
Dominion Parliaments. 
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NON-OFFICIAL BILL. 

*016 Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Mr. President, Sir, yesterday I 
referred to the Town Hall meeting which was convened by the Sheriff 
of Calcutta presided over by the Maharaja of Natore and which con- 
demned this inhuman and cruel practice and which also sxiggested 
remedies. I also referred to the meeting which was held at the 
Sliraddhananda Park presidetl over by the Mayor of Calcutta and there 
also similar resolutions condemning the practice were passed. Another 
similar meeting presided over by the Hon’ble Mr. M. K. Zhakeria was 
held at the Muhammad Ali Park condemning this inhuman practice. 
In the meeting which was presided over by Mr. B. C. Datta in the 
Howrah Town Hall not only similar resolutions were passed suggest- 
ing similar remedies but also a condemnation was made for the inactivity 
and callousness of the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals to combat the evil. Then Sir, I will refer to only one more 
meeting in this connection and I will not refer to other meetings. 
Tliis meeting was held in the Albert Hall and was presided over by the 
Editor of the ‘‘Modern Review’’, Mr. Ramananda Chatterji. In this 
meeting the Hon’ble the Chief Minister attended and made a speech. 
Tlie Hon’ble the Chief Minister in course of his speech said that tlie 
Gf>vernment had no objection in amending the existing laws relating 
In pJwoka, He further said that the Government was ready to help the 
^nii-phooka movement in every possible way. In that meeting also 
similar resolutions were passed. I would only refer to that portion of 
the resolution which is relevant for my purpose. The meeting also 
drew the attention of Government and urged the amendment of tlie 
existing laws by making this offence a cognisable one and by increasing 
the fine and imprisonment respectively to Rs. 2,000 and two years’ 
rigorous imprisonment. This meeting also requested the Corporation 
of Calcutta to adopt measures to combat this evil by refusing to allow 
khatals in buildings with boundary walls in order to facilitate the 
detection of the crime and to take such steps as may be necessary to 
empower the Calcutta Corporation to do so if required. The citizens of 
Calcutta and the citizens of Howrah, in several meetings held for the 
purpose, condemned the practice in unequi vocable terms. Sir, the 
provisions of my bill follow exactly the lines suggested by eminent 
persons who made speeches in those meetings. 

I will refer now very briefly to the provisions in my amending bill 
and there are only five clauses in my amending bill. Clause {1) refers 
to the title of the Act. It stands as it is only with the addition of the 
Words “Amendment” and “the year 1937.” Clause (2) extends the 
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jurisdiction of the Act over the districts of Howrah and 24-F9rgaua8 
whereas the Act before was only applicable to the town of Calcutta* 
Section 3 of 'this amending Act means section 6 of Act I of 1930 and by 
this ameadmani; a .totaiaceill puniahmant lias been provided ^or the 
ofPence against phooka. Now, Sir, by this amendment the offender is 
to Jbe pwi^ed not /Only with fine but also wkh imprisonment. The fine 
can gp to JEts. 500 and imprisonmen4; may be rigorous and may even 
extend tp one year. Then, Sir^ clause id) adds another two clauses to 
section of iMct I <4 1020. Sy section iGA dt (this ameKidinent a portion 
of the fine, if realised, will go to the informant whose information led 
to the detection of the crime agajnst section <6. By section 6B po\ier 
has been given to the Calcutta Corporation and x>ther municipal bodies 
in towns where the Act applies to refuse to renew or grant licenses 
where there is jel khutal building with boundary walls. Section 5 
p.meuds section 28 of Act I of 1920 by addition of a sub-aection 28 (a). 
Here Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corporaticwa and the Chair- 
men of other miuiicipal bodies of other town where the Act applies 
have beep eippowered when they get an information in writing to make 
searches and 


Mr. Plil£^l|l#|IT: Order, order. Mr. Das at this stage you iire 
to confine yourself to the general principles and not to go to the parti- 
cular clauses; that will come later on. 


J,.^JLIT JpHANDBlB^ D^jl Yery well, Sir- These are all the 
clauses in my bill and now I will refer to another inatter anid that is 
this. I h^^^® asked for a Select Committee. In the Select Committee 
I have tried to make it represaatative .of all aaciaons. As a matter of 
fact everybody fn this House wiU admit that here at least fs an Act 
where tliere cannot be any room for party play^; so I fmve aelecied the 
names from all the parties. Now, Sfr, I consider that ft is a very 
urgent measure and I claim fpr nryaelf that ;lhe proyisicma fn the Act 
aie also very comprehcrisive and lastly J flc^ake an appeal to my hon’.bJe 
friends in this House- This is a new House where we hayje got to build 
up its traditions. hes now become a fashion to pnt in a similfur 
^notion- or at least to table a sfuiilar motion on all the bills 
in the agepda to refer it for eliciting public a^ 

then to send it back on a certain date. But here at least 
is a measure on which the public .debpitely it® rOpipion. Thepp 

can be no reason why this Act at least should be delayed by referring 
again to Public npiiuQU. 

I comxnand ipy ipoHon for a Select ^Committee (to the kind cousiderar 
tion of all the fion’ble membera of this House. 
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Mr. #4IMCI# €iHA«i9|l4 JDATTA.: Mr. President, Sir, I do not 
think a biU oi this .description does need much of a speech to 
commend itself for the acceptance of the House. The hop’ble moTer of 
the bill has, however, omitted to tell th^ House definitely as to what 
the practice is. Perhaps he felt some diffidence in doing so and I also 
labour under the same disability, but I am afraid the story has got to 
be told even at the risk of chocking you and I shall adopt the words of 
Mrs. Stanley, Secretary and Superintendent of the Calcutta Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, who actuallj' witnessed this 
horrible performance — 

“The animal in question was in a secluded place at the back 
of the shed not visible from the road but immediately under 
the window at which I (meaning herself) was stationed. 
With wooden shutters closed there was a small space through 
which I could clearly see as to what was passing without being 
seen. (In this case it was a she-bufPalo.) The she-buffalo 
was first tied firmly to posts by all four feet, one or two men 
holding her while this was being done. The milkman then 
seized the animal by the hairy end of the tail and witli the 
greatest possible violence thrust this together with his hand 
and arms up to the shoulder inside the vagina of the animal. 
By the movements of the man’s arm one could see that he was 
inserting the hairy end of the tail right inside the uterus. 
Having held the tail in this position for a few minutes the 
man withdrew his arm leaving the tail fixe^l inside the animal 
feu: the whole length of time. All this time the animal was 
obviouslj'^ in agony, coughing and groaning. After very 
casually dipping his hand in a tub of water he started milking 
the buffalo”. 


Then she ad<Jed that this was quite sufficient for her and she could 
not ren^ain there more for even a minute to witness what happened 
afterwards. This is the harro.wing story. This is the barbarous, 
inhuman and rovoltary thing that is being practised (and I do not know 
whether any of ypu knew of the existence of this practice) almost under 
your yery nose everyday. Could you fo^ a minute conceive that a man 
can do it; I for one cannot. If yon feel in the w:ay in whicli Mrs. 
Stanley felt and which everyone of ns, I think, oxght to feel, I think 
you have got to condemn it in no unmistakeable terms and legislate in 
^ Wy by which this evil can he el^acqd out of Bengal if not of India. 
Sir, the inipo^fance of cow's milk Qawot be oyer estimated. Right 
from the very time pf unr birth you get the first mp of vitality from 
the co.w'n milk^ heqainse the doctors do not advise taking mo,ther’s miJk 
at least for two or three days from birth. Then again n^fer »tjie 9tk 
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mouth you have got to leave the mother’s milk and live up«n this veiy 
substantial food, namely, cow’s milk and in your old agje this milk 
will be your mainstay. 

I do not think, after this, yon can afford to neglect this question in 
Ihe way that now being done. Phooka milk has been examined and 
it has been found to be liighly contaminated and therefore for your own 
safety, for the safety of your own children and for the safety of your 
people all should support a bill of this description and eradicate this 
evil. I think it has also been pronounced by medical men that diseases 
such as typhoid and scarlet fevers have been transmitted through this 
milk. You ought, therefore, to be very careful as to what milk you 
use. In other countries and in England in particular I know there are 
such statutes as the Contagious Diseases Animals Act, the Sale of Milk 
Begistration Act, Food and Drugs Act and similar other statutes. 
There they have tried to find out as to how best they can get pure and 
healthy milk. We, however, in India do not turn our attention in the 
same way and I feel it is high time that we should take 
it up at once. Sir, it has been condemned, as the learned mover 
told you, by the highest authority, I mean His Excellency 
the Viceroy. From His Excellency the Viceroy doivn to 
the humblest individual they have all in one voice condemned it. The 
other day a meeting was held at the Dalhousie Institute presided over 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Justice of Bengal and he also joined in that 
condemnation. It has been equally condemned by medical men, 
educationists and high political magnates. But alas nothing could be 
done; all these people are powerless before you the legislators. Unless 
you, the legislators, take it up as a sacred duty of yours nothing can 
be achieved. Sir, the suggestion to circulate it is only an attempt to 
shelve it and delay it. Public opinion has been fully elicited and the 
practice exposed and condemned and no moie time should be wasted in 
that direction. 

It is high time to take it up in right earnest instead of delaying it 
by the process of circulation, because enough has been said upon the 
matter by all public bodies concerned. The Calcutta Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals have taken it up and have condemned 
it. Apart from these voices you have heard the medical advice on the 
point which has been given that phooka milk should not be used. In 
these circumstances, Sir, I support the motion of the hon’ble mover 
and I commend this for your acceptance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would like to warn the members who have 
given notice of motion for amendments that the Chair is not bound to 
call anybody because he has given notice of motion. They are to rise 
just ae any other members rise and take their chances. I now call 
upon Mr. McKerrow to speak. 
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Tht^Hm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point or order, Sir. 
Shall I noj; be allowed to move my amendment? 

Mr« PRESIDENT: You should rise in j^our place if you wish to 
move your amendment. The mere fact that you have given notice af 
a motion does not give you any right. You should rise and assert 
your right and take your chance. 

Mr. J. A. McKERROW: Sir, we on this side of the House support 
the motion that the hill he referred to a Select Committee. The sub- 
ject-matter of the hill, as the mover has said, is not one of controversy. 
The speedier we can realise that something should he done the better 
we should he pleased if it i.s done in the manner as the hon^hle 
mover has proposed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I expected Sir Nazimuddin to rise in his place. 
!Now he can move his amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Sir, I heg to move that 
the hill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 31st December, 1937. 

Sir, Government condemn the j^ractice of phooka most strongly and 
they Ijave every sympathy with the mover of this motion and the 
hon’hle member who has brought in this hill. Government realise 
the evil effects of the practice of phooka and all that the hon’ble 
members have said in this House I fully agree with most of them, I 
also reali.se the necessity for tightening the grij) of law which will stop 
this evil practice. But my object in moving this motion is that the 
bill which has been introduced should be cin ulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion not on the principle whether there should be legisla- 
tion or not but on the various clauses that have been provided in the 
bill, specially when you are asking an important local body like the 
Corporation of Calcutta to take certain action under this bill. When 
you are asking the Corporation or rather-».entrusting them with certain 
duties or imposing certain duties on them, it is absolutely essential 
that before you enact the law you should give an opportunity to the 
Calcutta Corporation to express their views on that. It is true that 
the prominent Councillors of the Corporation have expressed their 
views at different meetings supporting legislation on this matter. I 
do not deny that, but the Calcutta Corporation as a corporate body has 
not expressed an opinion and what is more important is that it had not 
had time to consider the provisions of this bill which has been intro- 
duced and the duty which has been imposed on them. It has always 
been in the past the practice in the Bengal Legislative Council that 
when a bill had been introduced which imposed certain duties relating 
to the administration of the Calcutta Corporation they always circulated 
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it for eliciting pul»lic opinion and gave the ^Corporation an e^^ortunity 
to express its view on the subject. So we want to circulate it for 
eliciting public opinion. At the same time Government are examin- 
ing this question and if they think that the bill that has been intro- 
duced is one which can be made workable, very likely they will supr 
^rt this bill; otherwise Government intend to bring a bill of their 
own to see how they can stop this evil practice of phooka. Therefore, 
it has got that dual advantage — one is it gives an opportunity to the 
Calcutta Corporation and various other bodies to express their opinions 
on it and the other is that it gives an opportunity to Government to 
examine this question in more detail and introduce a bill of their own 
if they think it so desirable. In any case either Government will sup- 
port this bill or bring a bill of their own in the next session. There- 
fore, I hope the hon’ble members of this House will agree to the 
motion which I have moved for circulation and await the result till the 
next session when it will be possible to go into it more thoroughly. I 
want to assure the House again that Government realise the necessity 
of further legislation. 

(At this stage Mr. President retired and Mr. Deputy President took 
the Chair.) 

Perhaps the House is aware that there is an Act under which certain 
steps can be taken against those who practise phooka, but evidently 
the general public opinion is that the provisions of that Act is not suffi- 
cient to check the practice. More stringent measures are necessary. 
Now, what those stringent measures should be and how far they can be 
practicable, are the points which should be investigated. It is quite 
easy to suggest various steps which you can take, but it is difficult to 
enforce them. These measures lead to abuses which you have got to 
guard against; for example, giving permission to enter khatals to 
examine them without any notice may lead to serious consequences. 
The power can be abused. It is necessarj^, therefore, that the question 
requires examination and the public also should consider and express 
their opinion. After all what is the opinion that has been expressed by 
.the public so fa«r on this question. They have not expressed an opinion 
on the bill itseH. They^ have simply stated that further legislation is 
necessary and have expressed the opinion that steps should be taken to 
oheck the evil. Th^refoi'e, I nm sure the hoj[i’ble members of thia 
^onse will agree that it is more prudent and advisable to refer* a .bill of 
this chc^acter for ctrcvlatioju. Let the Calcutta Corporation express 
their opinion op this subject. Let the Government examine the question 
more thoroughly and, if necessary, by the next session, let Govern- 
ment bring in a .bill which yre qan put through immediately. 

Al^ Sk, the Hon’ble Home 

Miviistea' started by saying that thane .are no 4;wo opinions on the subk- 
ject-matter* of fhe biU. there are no two ^opinions on tibe siub- 

jnc.t, J ido n^ot aee he inaiats on opinion being :again taken nH aver the 
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country oii si matter which appeals to the common hunmnity of all of 
ns. If there is any non -contentions measure which has been proposed 
by this fiouse, I believe this will take the foremost place. The evil is 
a crying one and the public has already wasted much time on words 
and mere talk leading to nothing. I was thinking that the Home 
Minister was taking up a very sympathetic attitude towards the pro- 
posal and therefore I fail to understand why he did not take the con- 
sequences of his own opinion by again taking up the position that the 
subject calls for a fresh expression of opinion, although the expression 
of opinion has already been done to death by the public not only all 
over Bengal but all over India. I think the opinion on the matter has 
already crystallised and in the Select Committee ample opportunities 
\Nill be given to express opinions from all possible quarters. I do not 
think that the Select Committee will be prevented from formally ask- 
ing the Calcutta Corporation for an expression of their opinion as to 
hnw the evil can be combated and, if it is necessary, the Select Com- 
liiiltee may have power to extend their time for their own deliberation. 
Tf >ou like you can extend the time for a fortnight or so, but I believe 
tlu' Select Committee will be entirely within their rights to ask for any 
expression of opinion from quarters where such opinion will be 
authoritative. I, therefore, think that this House should appoint a 
Select Committee so as to obviate further delay in a matter which is 
likely to be a sort of slur on the humanity of us all. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, after hearing the Home 
Minister I think the matter has become so simple that it admits of only 
one reply that it ought to be referred to the Select Committee without 
tht least possible delay. Certainly it is an accepted principle that 
when a new legislation is contemplated about which there may be 
controversy regarding the principle underlying the legislation, the 
general public opinion ought to be invited and ought to be consulted. 
But regarding this particular penal measure there are no two opinions 
ihat immediate relief is required, and that penal legislation is required. 
Now it has been said that whether the bill, as it stands, would give 
adequate relief or not. As to what ought to be the exact provisions of 
ihe bill, or whether any invitation of public opinion is required in the 
least, I would like to say, Sir, that for^ that purpose the Select Com- 
mittee would be the best competent body to consider the matter. 

As to the competency of the Select Committee to hear expert 
evidence and representatives of special interests affected by the measure 
before provision is made in the rules, the members of the Select Com- 
mittee would not only apply their own minds to the various provisions 
of the bill which has been presented before this BCottste ; but they are 
also quite competent to hear expert evidence and representatives of 
^special iutereil^ affected By the iueUsu¥e befoi^e them. If the Calcutta 
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Corporation Has to be consulted, the Select Committee is competent to 
do it. If any other expert evidence is to be taken, the Select Committee 
is quite competent to do so. So the question is a very simple one. Let 
us put ourselves straight before the matter: whether a legislation is 
required, whether a penal legislation is necessary — there is no double 
opinion. If a penal legislation is necessary, the speedier it comes the 
better and as to what would be the nature of the legislation, I think, 
Sir, the general public would not help us much. An invitation of 
puljlic opinion would not give us any aid at all in this respect. It is 
the Select Committee which would be in a position to discuss the matter 
thoroughly and fully and also help the deliberation by hearing expert 
evidence and by taking the opinion of the representatives of special 
interests affected by the measure. So I conclude that this measure 
ought not to be delayed for any purpose. Immediately members of 
this House should resolve that it ought to be referred to the Select 
Committee, so that this bill may take shape of an Act in the shortest 
possible time. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadurp of Nashipur: 

I am sorry that at this stage the Hon’ble Minister is going to propose 
for the circulation of the bill for eliciting public opinion. It is 
known not only to this House but everybody else including all local 
Governments in India that for the last few months there had been 
agitation for this legislation. Meetings after meetings have been held 
here in Calcutta and in other places and in every meeting there had 
been unanimity of opinion that some measure should be brought to 
cope with the situation. An hon^ble member has said that this is 
a matter which concerns the Calcutta' Corporation and that this should 
be referred to them for their opinion. I had the pleasure of attend- 
ing one of their meetings and I know the Mayor of Calcutta and several 
Councillors attended the same meeting and the Mayor himself speaking 
at the meeting said that he would support the legislation and that a 
legislation of this sort was urgently required. As the previous speaker 
has already said, there is no dissentient voice in this matter. I never 
found such an unconteiitious measure in my experience of over sixteen 
years. There is not a single dissentient voice which came from any 
quarters either from rich or lo\^% from Hindus, Muhammadans, Jews or 
Christians against this measure. Apart from this the Select Com- 
mittee can take expert evidence and they can also obtain written 
opinion of the Calcutta Corporation. The verbal opinion of the 
Calcutta Corporation has already been given in the meeting. Apart 
from the humanitarian point of view it is ruinous to the health of our 
children. It is the opinion of physicians that the milk drawn by 
phooka is not healthy and that it is full of germs and the blood of 
cows. So from the point of view of health and sanitation this quea* 
tion should be taken up immediately. We cannot conceive of such 
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iuhuman treatment practised upon cows. It is done by go^lds mostly 
in Calcutta. We admit there is an existing law, but the existing law 
cannot oope with the situation. Therefore we want a stricter law so 
that the goalas who practise phooha upon cows can be caught red- 
handed and punished. In this matter the Hon’ble Chief Minister said 
in one of the meetings that this Government would bring a bill in no 
lime. The delay is dangerous. But much time has been lost and 
unfortunately the Government did not take action. Now, when a 
private bill has been introduced, the Government is proposing for 
delay. With these few remarks I support the original motion and 
oppose the amendment, ^ 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, I move that the 
name of Mr. Humayun Kabir . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Order, order. We are discussing 
tlie first amendment, namely, w’hether the bill can go for circulation. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM addressed the 
House in Bengali. The following is the English translation of his 
speech : — 

Mr. President, Sir, I am at a loss for words to adequately express 
luy gratitude to the hoii’ble member wdio has introduced this hill in 
iJiis Council. Anybody who has once seen the application of phooka 
ioi the purpose of milking cows and buffaloes can realize what 
monstrous cruelty it means to the animals. Hence, anybody who tries 
to put a stop to this system deserves the thanks of every sympathiser. 
But unfortunately the present mover of the bill is touched with tlie 
cruelty perpetrated upon animals in the district of Howrah and 
24-Pargana8 only. In my opinion the bill should be extended to the 
whole of Bengal or at least the municipal areas. 

I support the bill with all my heart. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI : I had no desire to speak 
on this amendment or on this motion for reference of the bill to a 
Select Committee, but I think we should make our position quite clear, 
as otherwise there is a risk of our being misunderstood. Sir, this practice 
of phooka is so horrible, so outrageous to human sentiment and feeling 
that I consider it an absolutely abominable practice. I am bold enough 
to say that it is a barbarous practice, a practice that no civilized country 
and no civilized Government can ever tolerate for a single day. 
Government as well as the whole country are equally anxious to see that 
the practice ceases and ceases without a moment’s delay. It is 
absolutely necessary before a bill can be enacted into law that it should 
pass through both the Houses and get the assent of the proper authority. 
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Now, Si5f, an amendment has been moved by the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department to the effect that the bill be circu- 
lated for eliciting public opinion by 31st December, 1937. Criticisms 
liW^e been levelled against this motion to the effect that it is only a 
delaying tactic. I submit most emphatically that it was never the 
intention of the Government to delay the measure even for a single day. 
We are considering the proposal of introducing a legislation for put- 
ting a stop to this practice at the earliest possible opportunity, and I 
thmk my hon’ble colleague has made tliat abundantly clear to this 
House. The point for consideration of this hon’ble House is 
whether we will get the measure enacted into law earlier by referring 
the bill to a Select Committee or whether we can have an earlier Act 
by allowing Government to bring in a measure on the same lines and 
in the meantime circulating this bill for eliciting public opinion. We 
take no sides whatsoever. Personally myself and my colleague and the 
Government as a whole believe that if Government bring a bill thai 
will be enacted earlier and that can be put into force earlier. That is 
why this method was adopted, but if the House thinks otherwise, 
namely, thai by referring this bill to a Select Committee we will get 
the Act earlier we have not the slightest objection to that. Sir, that is 
exactly the position of Government and we want to make it abundantly 
clear that if the House thinks that by referring this bill to a Select Com- 
mittee we will get it enacted earlier than the proposed Government bill 
when introduced it should be done by all means. We honestly believe 
that if a Government bill is introduced, it w’ill have an easy passage 
through both the Houses and be on the statute book earlier than if this 
be referred to a Select Committee. The reason is obvious to every 
hon’ble member of this House and I need not dilate on this point. 

Dr. RAIHIA KUNIIID MOOKBRiH : Sir, on a point of information. 
May I know which Minister is in charge of the subject-matter of this 
bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: My hon’ble colleague 

charge of the Home Department is in charge of this bill, but I am 
speaking as a member of the Cabinet with his consent as he has already 
exhausted his right of speech by having moved the amendment. I have 
been authorised by him to speak and I think I am speaking on behalf 
of Government and therefore that question does not arise. 

Now, Sir, I have made it abundantly clear already that Govern- 
ment are equally anxious as every hon’ble member of this House to 
see an Act on the statute book at the earliest possible opportunity. If 
you think that it m6ty be done in this way, we have not the slightest 
objection for the reference of this bill to a S^ect Committee. 

(At this stage Mr. Deputy President retired and Mr. PresideUt tbdk 
the Chair.) 
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Maitfilia MUHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN addressed the House in 
Bengalee. The following is the English translation of his speech: — 

Mr. President, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Home Minister to leave 
the fate of the Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1937, to 
be decided by the members of the I^egislature. No one can deny the 
horror and the barbarity of the pJwol-a evil. Personally I am in favour 
of referring the bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL OHOUDHURY: I move, Sir, that the ques- 
tion be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

When the question was being put by Mr. President the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mulvunda Behary Mullick cried ‘‘No.” 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

On a point of order, Sir. Can an Hon'ble Minister say “No” in this 
case, as he is not a member of this House? I submit that the Minister 
in this case, I mean the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, makes 
himself liable to a penalty of Hs. 500. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: You gave it as your 
ruling that an Hon’ble Minister who is not a member of this House is 
not qualified to vote. I submit. Sir, he is liable to a penalty of 
Rs. 500. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: A point of order has been raised. A Minister’s 
right to ask for a division has been questioned, and I would like to 
hear what the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick has to say on this 
point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 thought. 
Sir, that I was a member of this House for all purposes, except in 
regard to voting, and that is why I gave my opinion as such. I thought 
that I had every right to express my opinion, and I do not think that 
I have got any further explanation to offer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: May I rise to submit 
one point. Sir? I have got my own misgivings and doubts whether 
Ministers can say “Aye” or “No” and whether they can call for a divi- 
sion. This will require an interpretation of the rules. Unfortunately, 
I have not got the amendments before me that were promulgated the 

9 
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other day. So, when it is a question of interpretation, it is best to» be 
on the safe side; but when one of our colleagues has been definitely 
asked to explain his conduct we want a definite ruling from the Chair 
whether we are entitled to cry ‘^Aye’^ or ‘‘No'' and whether we are 
entitled to call for a division. These are matters, Sir, which require a 
decision. If you cannot give your decision to-day, you can defer it to 
some other day which is suitable for you. But, I think, Sir, a ruling 
is desirable in the interests of all concerned. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I am surprised, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is usual tor the Leader of the Opposition to 
take his proper seat so that he may be able to catch the e(ye of the^ 
Chair. Please come to your seat, for when a member desires to catch 
the eye of the Chair he should come to his proper place. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I am sorry. Sir. As I was 
saying, 1 am surprised tliat the Hon'ble Minister is trying to find a way 
out of what does not at all admit of any doubt. The law is very clear on 
the point. It is a member of tliis House alone who (*au express an 
opinion either way, and a Minister who is not a, member will be guilty 
of an ofience for ex])ressing any opinion — eitlier yes or no — as if he is 
a member. 

Jh9 HorPtWe Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is exactly the 
I)oint on which I also am asking the opinion ol Ihe (Hiair. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: I would like to liear oilier members also, if 
they have any opinion to oifer. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. President, Sir, according 1o 
the latest amendment of the Rules and Standing Orders, the word 
“member” lias been defined, and something has been added to the 
definition, and it is only very recently that this has been done. It is 
said that ‘‘member” means a member of tlie Council, and ^except for 
Rules and Standing Orders hereinafter mentioned, includes a person 
referred to in section 64 of the Government of India Act, 19^5, rule 3, 
section 6, and so on. Some exceptions have been mentioned here; 
otherwise, a Minister is also a member according to the latest definition. 
(Cries of “But he cannot vote.”) Yes, with regard to voting I do not 
support the contention that tlie Ministers have he right to vote, but a 
Minister is as much a member 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I take it that Mr. Naziruddin 
Ahmad’s contention is that anjpjton’ble Minister has no right to ask for 
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a divifrion. So, the only point now before the House is whether 
Ministers who are not members of this House for all purposes can claim 
the right to call a division or cry out “Aye” or '*No'’ when a question 
is put to the vote. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I think, Sir, it is for you to decide 
this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I know it is for the Chair to decide, but if you 
have any opinion to offer I would welcome that opinion. 

The Hon’ble Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the point is this 
that under the latest amendment a Minister is a member for all purposes 
except for the purpose of voting. It is vejy obvious what voting is, 
viz., when we divide or when we < ry out “Ayes” or “Noes.” The 
point is wliether Ministers can ask for divisions. We can move resolu- 
tions, we can move amendments, and we can speak, and the question of 
division is simply asking what is the true opinion of this House as to a 
particular question. C'alling for a division is not exercising* the right 
to vote. That is the ])oint that I want t(' make, viz., that when a 
Minister calls for a division, he is not exerc ising any right of voting. 
He is simply questioning tlie dcMwimi whether the vott\s of meinlMU’s on a 
particular question are in a majority or in a minority. Similarly, we 
can raise points of order, get up to make personal ex])lanations, and, 
similarly, under tlie rules, 1 submit, we have the right to claim and call 
for divisions, because that <lo(‘s not constitute a(‘tual voting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Nazimuddin, before you resume >our seat 
I would like to ask you one question. You certainly agree that if the 
rules are ultra rircs to the (Tovernment of India Act they become null 
and void and that the rules cannot give ])owers in excess of those that are 
conferred by the Oovernment of India Act. Do you agree to this? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Of course, Sir, I agree 
to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The main section concerned is section 64 of the 
Government of India Act, 193o, in which it is stated that “every 
Minister and the Advocate-lTeneral shall have the right to speak in, 
and othetwdse take part in the proceedings.” So, you contend that 
your claiming a division comes under the words “otherwise take part 
in the proceedings” in section 64? It is not speaking in the proceedings 
but it is taking part in the proceedings, under which you claim to call 
for a division? 

The HonWa Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDI N; Yes, Sir, it comes within 

the proceedings of the House. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Will you explain what powers you claim, as 
it was claimed by some members the other day that except the power 
of voting all the other powers of members were conceded by this 
section to the Advocate-General and the Ministers? Is that your 
contention ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the words “shall not, by virtue of that 
section, be entitled to vote” make it clear that the only thing he is not 
entitled to do is to vote, but has got the right to speak and also to take 
part in the jiroceedings of this House. So I take it that if you adopt 
the views of the Advoc.ale-General and maintain that except 
the right of voting, all other powers are conceded to the 
Advocate-General and the Ministers. Will you please try to 
explain if the words “otherwise take part in the pro- 
ceedings” mean all the powers that are admissible to a member? Why 
the words “speak in” are rettiined then? You know that it is a well- 
known principle of the law of interpretation that no word or words 
should be used without any purpose. Then if “taking part in the pro- 
ceedings” is to include all the powers except those that have been' 
specifically excluded, what was the purpose in retaining the words 
“speak in”? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May I rise on a point of 
order. Sir? I pray that this point may be taken up to-morrow, so that 
we may proceed witli ihe consideration of the bills to-day. The point 
of order raises a very vital issue on which most of us are anxious to 
submit our views. So I submit that it may be taken up again 
to-morow, but I pray that to-day’s business may be proceeded with in 
respect of bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So I do not give my opinion on this most vital 
and important question and defer my ruling till another day. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With your permission. Sir, may I 
add some names to the Select Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. But we have accepted the closure. 

The question is that the Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) 
Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 31st of December, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Is my amendment being 
put, Si^T If so, then, with your permission I would like to withdraw 
my amendment. (Hear, hear.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to permit the 
Hon’ble Minister to withdraw his amendment? 

The amendment was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: The only motion now before the House is that 
the Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to 
a Select Committee consistin of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of 

the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(3) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(4) Maharaja Sir Maniiiatha Nath Bay Chowdhury, of San tosh, 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Krishna Chandra Boy Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Nur Ahamed, 

(8) Mr. T. Lamb, and 

(9) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by the 30th November, 1937, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
form a (juorum, shall be four. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMiUDDIN: On a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No point of order can be raised when the 
Chair is putting a question to the vote. 


The Hon^hle Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: May I rise on a point 
of order. Sir? You were absent from this chamber for some time, and 
something happened during your absence which is not known to you. 
I would beg to draw your attention to this. There were certain amend- 
ments with regard to the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee. 
Some gentlemen stood up when Mr. Hamidul Hiui ( howdhur>, the 
Deputy President, was presiding and he said that we were then on one 
motion only, and assured the members that they would have their 
chance to move their motions subsequently. So, they did not move 
their motion. These gentlemen now have stood up to move their 
amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the difficulty is that the closure ’ motion 
has already been accepted. 
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TIm Hon’bie Mr. 8YE0 NAU8HER ALI: But, Sir, the cloaure 
wae applied with regard to this amendment for circulation. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: I am extremely sorry that this point was not 
brought to my notice. However, will that be an amendment to' an 
amendment ? 

The Hon’bie Sir 8YED NAU8HER ALI: No, Sir. It will be an 
amendment to the original motion for referring the bill to a Select 
Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With your permission, Sir, may I 
add a few more names to the Select Committee P 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that for the names 
of (1) Mr. Ilumayun Kabir and (2) Mr. Hamidul Iluq Chowdhury, the 
following names be substituted : — 

(1) Mr. Saileswar Singh Roy, 

(2) Begum Hamida Momin, 

(3) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, you are to move the 
amendment of which you have given notice. What you are reading 
does not conform to what axipears on the agenda j^aper. So, it is out of 
order. You cannot pul a separate motion. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of San- 

tOSh: I definitely move that the question be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, the question before the House ia the 
original motion. 

The motion was init and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The’Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m., on Wednesday, the 15th 
day of September, 1937. 
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Members Present: 

The following members were present at the meeting held on the 14th 
September, 1937: — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nur. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Nazirmldin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahnddin. 

(4) Baksli, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Barua, Dr. Arabincla. 

(G) Bose, llai Bahadur Maiimatha Nath. 

(7) Chakraverti, Mr. Shriah Chandra. 

(8) Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(9) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(10) Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Rezzaqul Haider. 

(12) Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Huinayun Reza. 

(14) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(15) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(16) Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(IS) D’Kozario, Mrs. K. 

(19) Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(20) Ellahi, Mr. S. Eazal. 

(21) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(22) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(23) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(24) llosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(25) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(26) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(27) . Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 

(28) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(29) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(30) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammed Asaf. 

(31) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

(32) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

(33) Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 
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(34) McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

(35) Molla, Khian Sahib Subidali. 

(36) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

(37) Mookerji, Dr. Radha Kumud. 

(38) Momin, Begum Hamida. 

(39) Nicholl, Mr. C. K. 

(40) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(41) Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit. 

(42) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

(43) Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

(44) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(45) RaBhid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

(46) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

(47) Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, of San tosh. 

(48) Roy, Rai Radhica Bliusan Bahadur. 

(49) Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(60) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(51) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(62) Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(53) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(54) Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(55) Sinha, Rai Surendra Narayan Bahadur. 

(66) Sinha, Raja Bhupendra Narayan Bahadur, of Nashipur. 

(67) Wilmer, Mr, D. H. 
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Members Absent: 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
14th September, 1937 : — 

(1) Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(2) Hossain, Mr. Iiatafat. 

(3^ Hossain, Mr. Mohamed. 

(4) Lamb, Mr. T. 

(5) Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 
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Ministers Pressnt: 

The following Hon’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
14th September, 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. K^alini Ranjan Sarker, m.l.a. 

(2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., m.l.a. 

(3) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, m.l.a. 

(4) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(5) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Mr. Huseyn Saheed Suhrawardy, m.l.a. 

(7) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharriif Hossain, Khan Bahadur, m.l.a. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, m.l.a. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, m.l.a. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, m.l.a. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 15th September, 1937, at 
2-15 p.m., being the fourth day of the Third Session, pursuant to 
section 62(2) (a^ of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

Fiftv-five ineiiibers and eleven Ministers were present. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Certain informations about Detenus. 

39. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Roirble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(/') the number; 

{hi) the name; 

(Hi) the residence; 

(iv) tlie age; 

(c) the profession at the time of commencement of detention; 

(vi) the place of detention (»r internment ; and 
(rii) the duration of the detention or internment 

>f each of the Bengal political detenus and internees detained or intern- 
ed under the Bengal llegulation III of 1818, and the Bengal Criminal 
>aw Amendment Acts? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the number of suicides 
•onimitted by such political detenus and internees wdth their names and 
esidences and the place where such suicides look place and the reason! 
herefor, and the names and residences of political detenus and internees 
^ho are' ailing, with the nature of illness and the duration thereof and 
he nature of the help meted out to them? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the names and residences 
>f such political detenus and internees who had been on hunger-strike 
vith the reasons therefor and the places of their detention or internment? 
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MINISTER in charge of the Home DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : With your permission^ Sir, I propose to 
reply to questions 39 and 40 together. 

I regret that the collection of material for the preparation of the 
statements desired by the hon’ble member would involve an expendi- 
ture of time and la!)oiir which Government are not in a position to 
undertake. 


40. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of tlie Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the name, 

(u) the residence, 

(Hi) the age, and 

(iv) the profession 

of the relatives of political detenus and internees who have been dis- 
charged from their appointments after the detention or internment of 
their related political detenus and internees and the reasons therefor P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the nature and amount 
of allowance given to the families of such political detenus and internees 
during the period of their detention or internment or while they are 
released with restriction orders, and — 

(?) the name, 

{ih) the residence, and 
(m) the profession 

of the recipients of such allowance, and the number of the family mem- 
bers of such recipients? 

(c) AVill the Hon’ble Minister state — 

(/) the name, 

(u) the residence, 

(Hi) the age, 

(iv) the profession, 

(v) the place of restriction, and 

(vi) the reasons for restriction 

of all such political prisoners, detenus and internees who have been 
released with restriction orders? ^ 

(Vide answer to question No. 39.) 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


126 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOVDHURY: Sir, may I submit that when- 
(ver there is a question about detenus, it is like a red rag to a bull? 
^re we not entitled to get an answer regarding Begulation III detenus 
v’lio^ie number is limited ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Home Minister says that the 
ollection of material for the preparation of the statement desired by 
he hon’ble member would involve an expenditure of time and labour 
uhich Government are not in a position to undertake. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: If the hon’ble member 
lad mentioned Regulation III prisoners separately, I would have been 
ery glad to give the answer. I may refer the hon'ble members of this 
louse to answer to question ISTo. 46 which was reasonable and could be 
•oniplied with as it deals with detenus and we have supplied the figures 
n answer to that question. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Honble Minister be 
deased to state if the number of the relatives of political detenus and 
nternees who have been discharged from their appointments after the 
leiention or internment of their related political detenus and internees, 
s so large that it is impossible to give a reply? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The number will not be 
arge, but the file of every detenu will have to be searched to find the 
nforniation. It is what makes the difficulty. There are more than 
1000 files and every file has got to be gone through minutely to find out 
he facts asked for and that makes the difficulty, and also involves time 
md labour. 


Ml*. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Is there no record kept of those 
lersons in Government service who have been discharged for being 
elated to detenus? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no separate 
ecMwd kept. There may be one in one place and two in another, but 
here is no central record kept. 

Mr. -KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
deased to state whether a single enquiry from the several districts 
^ould be quite enough tp have the required information? 


The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so. 
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Embankment of CiSmti rfver. 

41. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hou’hle Miniver 
in charge of the Communications anci W orks Department be pleased to 
state whether breaches in the embankments of the Goomti in Tippera 
occur annually by floods? 

(h) Is it a fact that chars have been formed in the bed of the river 
in many places and the river has become shallower and cannot carry off 
the flood water speedily ? 

(c) If the answer to the al)ove be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ bio 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take 
to pievent these occurrences? 

^ {d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Government 

are aware that inside the marginal embankments of the Goomti in the 
town of (^oiriilla, tliere are many parra and kutcha houses which of late 
become prey to the flood almost every year? 

(e) Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of dredging 
the Goomti as one of the remedies ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasim- 
bazar)” {a) Breaches occur almost annually. 

(h) Yes, as a result of the embankments. 

(c) Construction of an escape on the Goomti embankment is under 
consideration. 

(d) Yes. Houses have been built by some i>ersons in the unprotected 
area between the river bank and the embankment with the full know- 
ledge that the area is exposed to flood. 

(e) No. Dredging will not only be very exi>ensive but wilt also not 
improve the position, as the river will silt up rapidly again. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: With reference to clause 
►4^), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether departmental 
enquiries cannot be made and is not the department competent enough 
to answer this question? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS With regard to the supplementary question^, it 
will be better if hon’ble members will definitely state from whinh.part 
of the answer the supplementary question arises. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY:. J'rom the first part of the 
question to which the reply is “Breaches occur almost annually”^ 
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The Hen’tile Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have already saidthat breaches occur almost annually, and I do not 
know what the honHole member wants to know ftirther. 


Mr«»RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: I would like to have definite 
information whether floods liave been occurring annually since the 
construction of the railway in 1911. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid, the hon’ble member is referring to the next question which 
has not yet been answered. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state for how long the scheme for the construction of an 
escape on the Goomti embankment has been under the consideration of 
the Government? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I cannot say definitely when the scheme was started, but as far as I am 
aware the question is now under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the Comilla public were 
given to understand tliat the scheme was actxially settled about a year 
ago, hut unfortunately no action has been taken? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have no information. 

Mr. t.ALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased"' 
to state how many escapes are contemplated to be constructed on the^ 
Goomti embankment? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of KasimbazKp 

I t^ink one for the present; it may be more, if necessary. I cannot 
say definitely because the investigation has not been completed. 

^ Mr# KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased^ to assure us if any action that is going to be taken regarding 
the escapes, will really be taken speedily? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Certainly. 
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Mn HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHlfRY: Witli reference to clause 
(6), and answer thereto, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is his view that as a result of the ea^ankment that chars 
have been formed P 

The Hon'hle Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is the view of the experts. 

Mr. HAMIDJUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it the view of, the 
Hon’ble Minister that the same principle applies to the river PamhaP 

The Hon'.ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I believe il will apply to every waterway. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
nware of the fact that although there are no embankments on the river 
Padma, chars are formed in the bed of the river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is one of the causes, but there might be other causes for the forma- 
tion of chars. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the department to 
remove this embankment altogether? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

WjbII, that is tlie ultimate idea. 

Flood in North Tippora. 

42. Mra KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether since the construction of the Ashuganj-Akhaura Branch 
" ^in A of the Assam-Bengal Railway, devastating flood is occurring 
.annually in the jurisdiction of the police-stations of Brahmanl^ria, 

Nasirnagar, Sarail and a ‘portion of Nahinagar in North TipperaP 
« 

(Jh) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter please state whether for the purpose of counteracting suclr annual 
flood. Government contemplate to take all or any of the following 
steps : — 

(t) excavation of the Titas, near Akhaura by dredging; 

(it) excavation of the Meghna by dredging; 
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(tit) widening and increasing in number of the openings in the Ashu- 
ganj-Akhaura Branchs Line; and 

(iv) increasing A-e number of bridges on the district roads in the 
area? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
er please state what other steps, if any. Government contemplate to 
ake in this matter? 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

a) Floods occui^over an area of about 85 square miles to the north-east 
>f Brahmanbaria town. I have no definite information as to whether 
loods have been occurring annually since the construction of the Ashu- 
janj-Akhaura Railway line in 1911. 

(b) Nq. 

(t) The cost of dredging the Titas would be great and its effect 
voiild be only temporary. 

(it) No silting up of the Megbna river has been noticed ; so no dredg- 
ng therein is necessary. 

(in) Observations have shown that there is no appreciable afilux at 
luy of the openings of the Branch Line. 

(iv) The openings in the district board roads in the area are not 
insufiicient for the purpose of drainage. 

(c) The Kurulia Khal (now known as the Anderson Khal) excavated 
in 1936 is expected to effect some improvement in drainage. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL GHOUDHURY; With reference to the 
inswer to clause (rr) Avill the Hon^ble Minister be jileased to state 
vlietiier auy records are ke])t by the local authorities regarding these 
loods? 


The Hon^ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, maj’^ I know what local authority the hon’ble member is referring 
to? 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL GHOUDHURY: It is tlie District Officer or 
the Executive Engineer. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHAMDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

[ believe some records are kept of floods and water-level of rivers but 
ttot with regard to small details of any embankment or any other 
impediment which might be affected. 


10 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jfleased to say if complaints have not been received from the public of 
Camilla as to the insufficiency of the openings in the District Board 
roads for the purpose of drainage of water? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasib^iazar: 

I am not aware of any such complaints. As a matter of fact my infor- 
mation is that in case of hoods water passes over most of these roads. 
They are purposely kept low. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has got any information on record that hood 
water passes over the roads P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasinrt>azar: 

Yes, that is the information we have got from the Chairnlan of the 
District Board. 

Mr. RANAillT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier there is any record of hood water going over 
the railway lines? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

As my answer to {h) (lii) will show, liiere is no appreciable afflux at any 
of the openings of the Branch Line. The question of hood water over- 
topping Ihe railway eiiibankment does not arise. 

Mr. HAM I DU L HUQ GHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stale whether the Government is aware that so late as 
1935 there was a devastating hood over the whole subdivision of 
Brahmanbaria and there was again a serious hood in 1929 which cover- 
ed the wliole of the subdivision? 

^ The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When putting supplementary question it is 
better to mention the portion of the answer out of which the supple- 
" ifeentary question arises so that the Hon’ble Minister may know 
dehnitely what he is required to answer. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: Sir, I want to put a general 
question, and it is this ; — 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether in view of the 
frequency of hoods occurring, Government consider it important 
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enough to start some sort of enquiry into the frequency of the floods 
with a view to finding out whether they are due to the river bed being 
raised or on account of some obstruction caused by the roads construct- 
ed by the Railway or the District Board? 

The Hoffi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasin^iazar: 

1 have already said that the excavation of the Anderson Khal is 
expected to improve the drainage of the area to some extent and we 
shall certainly look into the matter and see if any other precautions 
have to be taken to prevent the flood recurring in future. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: May I enquire if the 
Hon’ble Minister knows the real length of the Anderson Khal of which 
so much has been made in this question? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Rr8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

[ want notice. 


Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA-. Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the position of the Kurulia Khal in the Brahmanbaria sub- 
division ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have seen it on the map but I have not visited it personally yet. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Does it not show that it 
touches only the southern portion of the Brahmanbaria subdivision 
whilst floods were frequent in the northern portion where there is no 
khal? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

i have already stated in answers (6) and (c) that the khal would not 
«olve the problem but that it would only effect some improvement. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Is it not a fact that water in #Le 
Kurulia Khal does not last for more than three or four months and 
that during the rest of the year it is dried up? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Kasimbazar: 

I think it is during the rains that the khal is required to take off a 
portion of the water which accumulates in that area and T do not think 
the khal will be in need during the dry season. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that water in this hhal lasts for three or four months in the year and in 
the rest of the year it is dried up ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is what I have stated. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is the Hou’ble Minister aware that 
the mouths of the Kurulia Khal are silted up at both ends? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to take more personal care to look into these things himself 
as to whether it affects a large area and whether people are starved on 
account of their staple food crops being destroyed by floods? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8fRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I consider it my dut^' to look into every que.stion with the best of my 
ability to see that things are done in the proper way and I make no 
distinction lietween one or the other. 


Election of members to Union Boards. 

43. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and T.ocal Self-Government Department aware that 
the present rules for election of members to union boards in Bengal are 
not conducive to the free exercise of votes at the election by ignorant 
voters ? 

(6) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister contemplating to substitute the 
present rules by some rules with jiruvisions for vote by ballots? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
8ELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 8yed 
Naiisher Ali):(a) I am afraid that this is a matter of opinion and not 
a request for information. 

(6) and (c) The question of the introduction of the ballot system is 
receiving my consideration. 
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Mr« RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: If this is a matter of opinion^ 
may we not be entitled to get the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister? 


Mr* PRESIDENT: Under the Buies and Standing Orders no opinion 
ran be sought in a question. If the Hon’ble Minister had drawn my 
attention to this point beforehand, I would have disallowed the 
question. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Is it not a fact that if this 
ballot system is introduced, it will involve an enormous amount of 
expenditure ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The matter has not been 

enquired into. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Will it not be greater than 
the expenditure for the provincial Council election? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That has again to be 
enquired into. 


Agricultural Debtors AcL 

44. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Is 

the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Bural 
Indebtedness Department aware that section 31 of the Agricultural 
Debtors Act, 1935, which makes distinction between debts of different 
classes is very much resented by the members of the Co-operative 
Societies ? 

(b) Is the Hon 'hie Mijiister aware that the members consider that 
they have been placed under a disability for being mem tiers of a 
co*operative society ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said s(Mtion 31 has encouraged loan 
offices to agitate for such exemption? 

(d) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of deleting 
section 31 from the Act? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Mullick): (a) There is no invidious distinction, and 
I am not aware of any such feeling of resentment. 

(h) No. 
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(c) Representatives of some loan offices agitated for exemption 
from the Act, stating that co-operative societies were exempt: but 
co-operative societies are not exempt. 

(d) No. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMU.DDIN H08AIN; With 
reference to answer (a), viz., there is no invidious distirution, is it not 
a fact that in the case of ordinary debtors there is no necessity for taking 
permission for the settlement of debt of anybody other tlian the debtor 
and tlie creditor, but in the case of a member of a co-operative society 
besides tlie creditor and the debtor, permission of the Registrar of Co- 
operative Societies has got to be obtained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs I would refer 
the hon’ble member to section 31 of the Act where it is stated that an 
approval in writing of prescribed authority has to be obtained. 

^Strikers in Mills of Hooghly. 

45. Mr. KANAI LAL 008WAMI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
state how many employees, who struck work in the mill areas of the 
Hooghly district, have not yet been taken back by the respective mills 
on the termination of the strikes in spite of their willingness to go 
back to work ? 

(b) Does the Hon’ble Minister realise that the continued unemploy- 
ment of such people is likely to lead to further complications which 
are neither advantageous to the mills concerned nor helpful to the 
restoration of normal conditions in the locality ? 

(c) If the answer to (5) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what steps do Goveniment propose to take in the 
matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) So far as 

I*ani aware, there are none. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. KANAI LAL G08WAMI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any enquiry was instituted into the matter and, if so, 
what is the source of his information ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: An enquiry was instituted 
into the matter in relation to all districts immediately after the strike 
terminated. 
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Persons under Hestraint in Chittagong. 

46. Mr.JLALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mmister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state how many per- 
sons in the Chittagong district are under orders of restraint or restric- 
tion under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, the Bengal 
Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act and the Bengal Public Security 
Act ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many youths in the 
Chittagong district have been given cards by the authorities to be 
carried with them? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister jdease state whether these cards are 
of different colours? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state what do the 
dilferences in colour in the cards signify? 

(c) Will the TTon’ble Minister please state how many persons in 
the Chittagong district are prohibited from cycling in particular parts 
of the district and of the town of Chittagong? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the Govern- 
ment intend to withdraw all these restrictions? 

(/;) If not, what is the reason therefor? 

The Hon’Itle Khwaja 6ir NAZIMUDDIN: ia) The number of 
persons under various terms of restraint in the district are approximately 
as follows : — 

Conditionally released detenus 

Home domfciI<?d detenus 

Village domiciled detenus (of other districts) ... 2 

Persons restrained under the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act ... 17 

Persons restrained under section 2A of Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act ... 7 

The number of persons belonging to Chittagong who are under 
restraint outside the district cannot be ascertained without an undue 
expenditure of time and labour. 

(b) About 21,882 identity cards have been issued up to date. 

(c) Yes. 
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... Innocent. 

. . . Suspect. 

. . . Ex-detenu restrained or released from 
restraint under 2A of the Bengal Cri- 
minal Law Amendment Act. 

Colours are changed according to the conduct of the youths. 

(e) None. 

(/) and (ff) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the 
statement which I made in this House on the 16th August. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: In connection with answer 
(4), I wish to know more definitely how people changed their colours 
and on whose reports? 

The Hotl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These orders are passed 
by the District Magistrates. 


(d) White 
Blue 
Red 


Short Notice Question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the atlention of the Government has been drawn to 
the published messages which passed through the Viceroy 
l>etween Mahatma Gandhi and the Andaman Political 
Prisoners who were recently on hunger-slrike ; 

(h) w^hether Ilorrhle Minister is aware that the Andaman Political 
Prisoners who gave up tlie hunger-strike declared — *‘We 
feel honoured to inform you and through you the nation that 
those of us wdio even believed in terrorism do not hold to it 
any more and are convinced of its futility as political weapon 
or creed, we declare, it definitely retards rather than advances 
cause of our country:” 

(r) whetlier the Government are considering the question of release 
of all political prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) I have seen 
copies of the messages. 

(c) No general release of persons convicted of murder, dacoity or 
other offences alleged to have been committed in furtherance of political 
movements is contemplated. 
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Dr. BADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Th« Hon’ble Minister has 
Just now used the word “alleged.” Therefore, I take it that the charges 
of murder, etc., have not been proved in any court of law. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The answer is “alleged to have been committed 
ill furtherance of political movements." 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Then that is a point of doubt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 


The Library. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a 1 oint of jniviJege, 
Sii. 1 want to know the position aboiif the Library. I came here to 
look up some books of reference in the Inbrary but I was told that the 
Lihraiy was closed and would not open till 2 oVlock. T waited up to 
t! o'clock but nobody was to be seen there. 1 do not know what orders 
have been passed by you, Sir, about the Library. If the order is that 
the Library will not open before 2 oVdock, it is impossible for the 
members of this House to have any access to the Library and to make 
any use of it. If the Ijibrary is opened at 2 o'clock it may he for the 
convenience of anybody else but not of ourselves. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I understand at present the Inbrary is under 
the control of the Assembly Department and from my talk wifli my 
brother, the Hon’ble the Speaker, I knew that there would be no 
difficulty about members of this House using the library. It is well 
known that in all other countries where there ar-e two Houses there is 
always a joint committee of both the Houses with the Chairmen of 
both the Houses as joint Presidents and an equal number of memhers 
from both the Houses. Now we are framing our own rules and we 
shall provide for it. In the meantime before other arrangements are 
made I shall consult my brother and settle this matter so that there 
may not be any difficulty in future. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I want to move a short 
notice motion on the question of privilege. It is an amendment to the 
resolution that was passed at the instance of the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini 
Ttanjan Sarker on the 13th August. We find thal in that resolution 
the date for reporting to this House by the committee was fixed for the 
15th November, 1937. We have considered that position in a meeting 
of the House and I have been asked by the committee to bring it to th ? 
notice of the House that it will not be possible to make a report by that 
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date. Therefore I have been asked to move for an extension of time up 
to the 15th December, 1937, and with a view to doing that I want that 
an amendment to that resolution may be made by deleting the word 
‘‘November" occurring in the last paragraph in line 5 and insertina 
in its place the word “December." 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I would object to this short notice 
amendment going in to.daj^ ; because if I get time I intend to put in a 
further amendment to it, namely, that the Rules Committee that was 
constituted was illegally constituted. Therefore I submit that if the 
short notice amendment goes in I may not get time to raise my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There will be no difficulty on your part to move 
any other amendment that may be in store but if it is the unanimous 
opinion of the House to accept the amendment suggested by the hon'bie 
the Deputy President, it may be accepted. I hope there will be no 
objection to extending the time. 

The amendment that the date of submission of the report of the com- 
mittee be extended till the 15th December, 1937, was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We shall now take up resolutions. Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta 


President’s Ruling. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Before you take up 
resolutions, Sir, may we know when your ruling on tlie point of order 
raised yesterday will be given? Yesterday, one of our colleagues, viz., 
the Hon’bie Mr. Nausher Ali, raised a point of order as to whether 
Ministers have the power to call for divisions. And Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das was going to speak 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, I did not raise a point of 
order, nor did I make any speech on it. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then one of the mem- 
bers from the opposite side suggested that the decision may be given 
to-day or on any other day. May we know, Sir, if we can get your 
decision to-day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am extremely sorry I forgot that matter. 
There was mised a point of order yesterday as to whether Ministers 
had the right under the Statute and the Standing Orders to claim a 
division or whether they could move a closure of the debate. Section 
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1 of the Government of India Act, 1935, definitely confers on every 
[inister and the Advocate General the rijrht to speak in aitd otherwise 
ike part in the proceedings of the Legislative Council. The proceedings 
Lllv begin as soon as the President takes the Chair, and proceedings, 
irording to the well-known dictionary meaning, mean the business 
liai is conducted in the House, I mean the Council. So, the interpre- 
iition of the words “take part in the proceedings” I rule, includes the 
jit-lit to ask for a division. So, the Ministers will have the right to 
sk for divisions, which, I rule, is “taking part in the proceedings of 
he Council.” 

The other question raised was about the right of Ministers to demand 
clo.sure. A closure motion is meant for concluding a debate, and, as 
uch, demanding closure will also be taking part in the proceedings of 
he llou.se. I think a further (piestion was raised whether Ministers 
an say “No” when a division is claimed on a closure motion. There 
lie rules clearly define that in a closure motion “there shall be no 
lehate on such motion.” This is laid down in Standing Order No. 33 
section 48) of the Bengal I/egislative Council Rules and Standing 
Irders. As such, the President, when he accepts a closure motion, 
nerely puts the question, and the voting may be eitlier by voice, or 
jy the raising of hands, or by going through the lobbies, as the 
President may elect one or other of the alternatives. So, the saying 
}f “No” really forms part of voting, and, as such. Ministers arc pre- 
[iluded from saying “No” when the question is put from the Chaii. 


Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is it your definite ruling. 
Sir. that no Minister can add his voice to the general yell of the'llouseP 


Mr. PRESIDENT! Ves, because that will amount to taking part 
in tlie voting which is spe<*ifically denied to the Ministers who aie not 
members of this Ilonse. 


Non-official Resolution. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move 
that this Council is of opinion that a special unemployment portfolio 
in charge of a Minister with a board of expert advisers to help him, 
should be immediately opened. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have an amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let him move and speak on his motion first, 
then you can move your amendment. 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Now, in moving this resolution 
I do not think it is necessary to dwell at any length upon the usefulness 
of the subject-matter of the resolution. The problem of unemployment 
is an acute problem in this country. Unemployment has affected all 
classes, and it can be said that a large portion of the people of this 
country is practically living below the poverty line — almost on the 
borderline of starvation. There is general distress and there is general 
unemployment amongst all the classes, but it is acute in 
some classes, particularly with respect to the educated middle 
classes. It appears that these classes are in a very pitiable and 
unfortunate condition. It is sometimes stated. Sir, that unemployment 
is due to natural causes, as if the State has no responsibility in respect 
of it. But I must esphatically protest against any such policy or any 
such theory. To say that the State has no responsibility in respect of 
unemployment would be to go against the dictum accepted by all the 
civilized nations of the world. There cannot be the least possible doubt 
that the State has a legal as well as a moral duly to provide the bread 
of the people that live under their administration, and the problem of 
unemployment is one of ihe most important problems to be tackled by 
any administration which calls itself an enlightened administration. 
So, this resolution is not an ambitious resolution at all. It is a very 
simple resolution asking Government to open a particular department 
and to take special care of it, so that it may not be lost in the maze 
of their other business. The resolution is an extremely simple one. 
It is only to prevail upon Government to organize some sort of depart- 
ment, to create some sort of organization, to deal with this matter, in a 
comprehensive manner and to devise measures for tlie relief of the un- 
employed. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of order, Sir. I 
am afraid that the meaning of the mover’s words used in the coiUvSe of 
his speech is not supported by the wording of his resolution, and, there- 
fore, I think that since he is not pressing for the institution of an addi- 
tional Ministership, he should amend the wording of his resolution 
accordingly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Mookerji, that is not a point of order. But 
you can suggest an amendment to the resolution if you like. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: But, Sir, he himself goes 
beyond the terms of his proposal in saying thai he does not claim an 
additional Ministership, whereas the wording of his resolution lends 
itself to that interpretation. My submission is that on the wording of 
his resolution he cannot .say what lie is going to say, because all that 
is not relevant to the wording of the resolution, as he has put down on 
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paper. So, unless it is corrected in the beginning, he is liable to be 
misunderstood. Therefore, for his own safety, I think, he should bring 
wording of his resolution into conformity with what he really means. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why do you think that one Minister is 
entrusted with one portfolio onlyp One Minister may have several 
portfolios under his charge! 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: But his wording dehnitely 
means that he is proposing a twelfth Minister to he in charge of un- 
employment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Where do you get that, — the idea of a separate 
Minister for the portlolio of uneniployment ? 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: But at any rate. Sir, the 
wording is very ainbigxioiis. Tlie word “portfolio^ ^ means a separate 
department and is likely to mislead people. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: The Leader of the 
Opposition is very anxious to increase the number of Ministers, it seems I 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Bather I want to shut out 
that assumption. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Mookerji, if you want to make the wording 
( Lear, then you can move an amendment of your own. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I think, Sir, it will do if the 
mover only accepts my suggestion, for the alteration will merely be u 
'erbal one. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I may state now after hearing 
what my hon’ble friend the Leader of the Opposition has said, that 
it was not at all within the four corners of my mind to add a twelfth 
Minister. Already we have got more than we can swallow. My resolu- 
tion simply means that as there are so many Ministers already, a 
separate portfolio may be opened in charge of any one of them. No- 
where is it stated in the rules or in the Statute that a Minister cannot 
have more than one portfolio, on the contrary a Minister can have as 
many portfolios as h© likes. So, Sir, my resolution does not in the 
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least contemplate the appointment of another Minister. There is not 
the slightest anxiety on my part at least to have another Minister. 


Now, Sir, to turn to the subject with which I was dealing. My 
resolution simply aims at this: to prevail upon the Cabinet or the 
Ministry to open a separate agency, and organization, and a department 
in particular on the subject of unemployment, so that if the House 
desires any action to be taken in respect of unemployment, the Minister 
in charge of that particular department may be asked as to what steps 
have been taken and what further steps are contemplated to be taken. 
Now, perhaps, many of us here have seen already in the papers, the 
report of the address delivered by His Excellency the Viceroy to the 
joint session of the Central Legislature, I think, on the 13th of Septem- 
ber, where His Excellency has also drawn the attention of the Central 
Legislature to this question of unemployment of the middle-classes. 
In his address His Excellency has stressed the relationship between the 
problem of unemployment and the question of industrial research and 
industrial training and has tliere laid down — has further stated — that 
at an industrial conference to be held at Lahore in the coming month 
of llecember this piX)posal for trailing and assisting unemployed 
youths for starting and conducting industrial enterprises will be con- 
sidered. Sir, long hack as the year 1926, a debate was initiated in 
the Indian Legislative Assembly over this subject and as a result of 
that debate a circular letter was issued to all the Frovincial (iovern- 
ments. As far as 1 remember the wording of that circular was this: 
The Central Legislature recommended that such remedies as might be 
found practicable were remedies which only local Governments, and 
more particularly the transferred sides of the local Governments, would 
apply. Now, Sir, by that of course the Central Legislature did not 
minimise the gravity of the problem in the least, but by the circular 
it asked the local Government to take special measure regarding the 
relief of unemployment. Even prior to that in the year 1924 an 
unemployment Committee was appointed by the Government of Eengal 
and a report was submitted by them. In that report there were some 
concrete suggestions made by the Committee. As far as I can recollect 
those suggestions were for the starting of farm colonies and of indus- 
trial banks and for extension of technical and practical education. 
After that circular was issued by the Central Legislature, the different 
provincial Governments also did appoint committees and enquiries were 
made. Enquiries were made by Bombay Government, enquiries were 
made by the Punjab Government, by the Madras Government and also 
by the United Provinces Government under the Chairmanship of Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru. These Governments also admitted that this prob- 
lem was a vital problem — the problem rgarding the bread of the people, 
problem regarding the elementary natural necessity of the people, the 
problem of the food of the people under these administrations. No 
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doubt tkere are various causes for unemployment, and they are very 
Idg and complex. 

I do not propose in this resolution to dwell at veiy great length 
iipon the causes. They may be due to the loss of industry and to the 
lack of industry. No doubt, it is so far as Bengal is concerned, to a 
great extent due to the fact that a large portion of our population has 
been compulsorily drifted only to look upon agriculture, which is the 
least remunerative of all occupations, for iheir bread. And there is 
that further problem of the absolute lack of any work for the agri- 
culturists for half of the yeai. Now, Sir, there is no organisation or 
occui)ation to keep them engaged during the vacant time. When I 
tabled this resolution, I did not only intend to consider the problem of 
the educated unemployed or the middle class unemployed but the 
unemployment of all the classes. The middle class is more vocal and 
theii' pioblem is generally more acute. But really there is uneinidoy- 
uieiil all over the country. We ought also to consider whethei this 
vast population should depend entirely on agriculture for their main- 
tenance knowing full well that they have got sufficient vacant time 
lo occupj’ themselves with other i>rofitable occupation. Is it not the 
duty of (jovernmeiit to consider and devise measures to find employ- 
ment for the people ? 

The question may arise why State aid is sought in this respect. It 
IS well known what are the sources of income of a nation. They are 
ludustiy, trade and transport. Is it possible to have any industrial 
organisation without State aid? Has any country in the world which 
I alls itself civilised and enlightened been able to leave the question of 
industry uncared for, to l>e looked after by the people only? State is 
bound to give aid and the State is bound to provide machinery for 
industrial organisation. What are the sources of income by means of 
which the people can add to their wealth? By production and service. 
Production can only be obtained from agriculture and industry and 
service in trade and occupation. Now, to liavc production from agri- 
culture and industry it requires State aid, and agriculture ought not 
to be left in tlie primitive condition in which it is at present. Agri- 
culture ought to l>e industrialised : there ought to be organisation in 
agriculture. As regards industry it requires immediate help and 
immediate organisation. Whatever industry we liad we have lost and 
there is no industry. Foredgn industries are encroaching upon us. 
In this connection if one would enquire how the State can aid, we may 
simply look to our neighbouring countries. Tx)ok to Japan and you 
will find that the majority of industries are small and middle sized 
ones, all subsidized by the State and the State has a fund for that 
purpose. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Have they no unemplay- 
ment question in Japan? 
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Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Not so acute as here: they are 
trying their best to remove it. They have local credit societies and 
through those societies loan is given to the industrial enterprises. This 
Government can very well raise a loan for the purpose of starting local 
credit societies, local economic councils and provincial economic coun- 
cils and find out measures for giving State aid to the local industries 
under proper supervision and care. 

Very recently I had occasion to look into an official report of the 
Japanese Government with regard to their small and medium-sized 
industries. There I found that more than half of their industries are 
of that character. I also found that in 68 per cent, less than 50 persons 
are engaged and the people of the locality are engaged in small and 
medium-sized industries. It may be said that it will require a long 
time to do this. When there is earnestness and strong desire, the 
harrier of time can l>e removed : it is no excuse at all where there is 
a strong will and desire to ameliorate the condition of the people. I 
would urge that it is the primary duty of the Government and the 
blame should not be put on the people that they are unskilled and so 
on. People may be unskilled but they should be made skilful. It 
may be that the i>eople of this country are not as energetic as the people 
of other countries; but they have to be made energetic, and it is the 
duty of the Constitution and the Ministry to build up the nation and 
not to allow the people to remain in the condition in which they are 
at present. These arguments should not be put forward. 

As I said, if wealth is to be increased the sources of production and 
service which are connected with the industry, trade and occupation 
should also be improved. To have improvements in any of these, the 
intervention of the State and the help of the State is required. The 
State cannot lay the blame on the natural causes or what has happened 
in the past. 

If a scheme is asked foj* now it would not be possible to place it 
here immediately. Look to what the other countries are doing. In 
Japan there are provincial economic and local district economic councils 
which are in charge of the problem of unemployment and which are 
guiding the industrial regeneration of the country with the help of the 
State. Non-official aid is always sought for and is always availed of 
by this Council. My resolution is a very simple one. It asks Gov- 
ernment to appty itself particularly to this problem — not only with 
respect to the unemployed educated classes but with respect 
to the problem of all classes of people. In this country agri- 
culture is practically the only means of livelihood of the people. We 
know what income an agriculturist gets from agriulture. We know 
that the agriculturist lives from hand to mouth and every ona who 
lives in a village, will admit that even in the villages almost one-third 
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of the population is practically landless. They have not even the agri- 
culture to fall back ppon. That is not an element which is to be 
ignored and the prol^ll^ of the educated middle classes is the aculest of 
all and requires a ipeedy remedy. 

In this country there is practically no balanced <)(*cupational struc- 
ture. Really we do not know to what occupation to apply ourselves. 
There is no agency by which people will know what occupation is more 
profitable or in what occupation the people ought to occupy themselves. 
There is no balanced occupational structure at all in the country. It is 
ihe duty of the State to have a balanced occupational structure to be 
built up with the guidance of the State so that people will know what 
are the profitable occupations to which the mind of the ]>eople should 
be a]>plied and to which people should resort for their livelihood. These 
are the manifold duties which it is for the Ministry to perform. In 
order to do this it is necessary to have attention centralised and to 
have one particular portfolio and one particular department for the 
working out of the means to solve the unemployment y)roblem. It is 
with this particular object that T am moving this resolution to open a 
])arli(‘ular portfolio in charge of a Minister with a board of exi)ei't 
advisers to help him. If one is tempted to ask what is the remedy for 
which you ask? To him I will say multiply the business units. You 
ought to survey the different areas in this country and find out the 
recpiirements and resources of that area and basing your calculation on 
tlie result of that enquiry, you can find out various means and for tliat 
you ought to have different organisations. By survey I mean economic 
survey of the different areas. Each particular different area would 
give you different data of youi* requirements and the different agencies 
to he enijdoyed. All these require particular attention and organisa- 
tion. 

Recently we have been hearing of some sort of business training to 
the young people. We have been hearing from a business magnate 
a])out the competency of the educated people to manage business and 
other things. This department ought to see that the people do find 
scoi>e for business training. For that Government can ask for the 
co-operation of the big Indian business firms and other corx>oration8. 
They may not only aid in the matter of business training but they 
in ay also usefully give employment to the people trained in business. 
All this can be co-ordinated and can be done by the Minister in charge 
of ilie portfolio of unemployment. 8o if suggestions were asked this is 
no1 a place to give any opinion or to give any scheme; the scheme 
Would have to be worked out after careful survey and careful thought 
but certainly the main problem can be tackled, that business units are 
to be multiplied and there ought to be extensive industrial regeneration 
and industrial development. Even the primitive mode of agriculture 
ought to be changed. Agriculture ought to be industrialised, technical 
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education ought to be given and in all this department can work l‘or the 
welfare of the people and I move this resolution with the hope — and it u 
a very simjde resolution — that it will be accepted by the whole House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that “This Council is of opinion 
that a special unemployment portfolio in charge of a Minister with a 
board of expert advisers to help him, should be immediately opened.” 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, 1 beg to move an 
amendment to this resolution. The amendment runs as follows 

“That for the words ‘portfolio in charge of a Minister with a board 
of expert advisers to help him, should be immediately opened’ the 
following shall be substituted: — 

‘Committee in charge of the Hon’ble Finance Minister with a board 
of experts and consisting of some members from both the Houses should 
be immediately opened with a view to devising ways and means to sol\t 
the question of unemployment in Bengal and with that end in Aiev 
amongst other works to open small and middlesized localised industries 
in different parts of Bengal.’ ” 

Sir, may I also be permitted to make a verbal alteration? It shouK 
be “under” in place of “in charge” and in place of w^ord “opened’ 
the word “formed” may be substituted in order to give it a definilt 
form. 

So that I may not be misunderstood, 1 must say at the beginniii^ 
that I associate myself with every word that has fallen from the lip; 
of my hon’ble friend Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta in moving his mail 
resolution. The thing that really urged me to put in the amendmen 
is what has been expressed by the leader of the Congress grou]) 
namely, that it may be taken as meaning that a twelfth Minister migh 
be added with this portfolio in charge of a Minister. That is iht 
Thought which urged me to put in an amendment like this, to put tht 
word “committee” in place of “portfolio,” so that the meaning canno 
be in any way misunderstood. Of course the hon’ble mover has told th( 
House that w'hat he really meant was that this portfolio is to be unde: 
the control of one of the eleven Ministers but all I do say is that in ; 
resolution it is better for one to be precise in his expression. 1 
appears in rule 24, sub-clause (a), that it (a resolution) shall be clearb 
and precisely expressed and so raise a definite issue. For the precisioi 
of the resolution I want to change the word “portfolio” into “coni 
mittee” and 1 want to make it precise further that in place of “i 
Minister”, “the Hon’ble Finance Minister” may be substituted so tha 
the resolution will become as precise as anything and will not b< 
capable of double meaning. If my hon’ble colleagues of this Hous< 
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will kindly turn over to pag*e 6 of the Agenda of to-day’s business, 
they will hnd that Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta has tabled another resolu- 
tion to this effect. This is No. XXI — ‘‘This Council is of opinion that 
a Committee, etc.” — here the word “Committee” comes in and I think 
very precisely and very rightly and not the word “portfolio” and liere 
also the words “Kon’ble Finance Minister” comes in. So it will be 
e\ideut that I have taken these words from his resolution when I put 
in my amendment. Therefore, Sir, what I have put in my amendment 
is exactly the words which have been used by my friend in Resolution 
No. XXI, namely, “should be immediately formed with a view to 
.levising ways and means to solve ihe question of unemjdoyinent in Ben- 
gal and with that end in view amongst other words, etc.” I have used 
tlie expression “amongst other works” because my friend was very 
anxious in his speech to make it very clear that he wants not only 
lelief for the unemployed middle class but also for the peasantiw in 
bengal for the period during which they remain unemployed. There- 
fore I have used the words “amongst other works, to open small and 
uiiddlesized localised industries in different parts of Bengal.” These 
are the words in Resolution No. XXI which when added to the first 
resolution will make one complete resolution and will make the mean- 
ing clear for the purpose of solving the question of unemployment. So, 
Sir, as I said at the beginning, I have not moved my amendment in 
any spirit of hostility to the resolution which has been moved by 
Mr. Kamiiii Kumar Dutta. I associate myself with every word that he 
lias uttered and I want that his resolution should be precise and should 
not be capable of double meaning-. He also does not want that a twelfth 
Minister should be added and really my friend used the word “com- 
mittee” in Resolution No. XXI, that I have imported. 

I do not like to dilate upon the necessity of the question of solving 
the unemployment problem in Bengal. With these words I will com- 
mend my amendment for the acceptance of this House and even I 
wmuld request my friend the hon’ble mover of the resolution to accept 
the amendment. If he does so, it will go as a main resolution and 
my amendment will vanish. 


Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: On a point of 
information, Sir. Can this House propose any committee cx^nsisting 
of members of both the Houses? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a recommendation that the House is of 
opinion that a committee should be formed. It is for the Government 
lo form a committee and they can form a committee consisting of 
members of both Houses. It is not a select committee of the House; 
it is a joint committee. 
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Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it a fact, Sir, that this 
House has got no power to appoint a committee consisting of members 
of this House as well as some outsiders, whether they are members of 
the other House or not? 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question does not arise. This resolution 
only wants to recommend something to the Government. Whether the 
committee can consist of members of the other House or even outsiders, 
that is not the point. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER: Sir, the subject 
of unemployment is not within my portfolio; so the Government policy 
in regard to this resolution will be enunciated by my colleague, the 
Minister in (diarge of Agriculture and Industries, as also by the Homo 
Minister. 

According to Ilules of Business it is within the portfolio of the 
Minister for Agriculture. Whether a separate portfolio will be croiited 
or not that will be dealt witli by my friend the Hon’ble Home Minister. 

Sir, so far as the necessity of solving the unemployment problem is 
concerned, I do not think there is a difference of opinion in this House. 
There is also not any difference of opinion that the unemployment 
pro])lem of the middle class educated youths is very acute, but I am 
very much disappointed that I have not got much light fiom the dis- 
cussions that have been made in this House. My revered friend 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta said that in other countries it is the primary 
duty of the Slate to help in the solution of the unemployment problem. 
I think with that also nobody can disagree. Mr. Dutta has said that 
State always helps industry. This is also an admitted fact, but the 
State helps industry in particular ways. Except in Russia nowhere 
development of industries takes place by starting of industries by 
Government themselves. Government generally help industries by 
giving tariff protection, by giving bounties and by giving expert advice 
and by purchasing their products. These are the principal ways by 
which industries are given help by Government. In this country also, 
particularly recently about 5 or 6 years ago, the Government of India 
gave a very good impetus to the sugar industry by giving a tariff benefit 
to that industry. 


Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of order. Sir. Is 
this point exactly before the House, the question of ways and means 
for solving unemployment or whether the point before us is the 
institution of a suitable machinery for solving the problem of unemploy- 
ment ? Are we entitled to discuss the various ways and means in 
connection with this question? 
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Mfa PRESIDENT. In a point of order you are to raise a definite 
issue; you ore not to ask a question on a point of order. You are to 
state precisely why the Hon’ble Minister is not in order. 

Dfa RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My point is that the discus- 
sion should be strictly limited to the subject matter of the resolution 
anti should not go into any detailed discussion of the various ways and 
means for solving the unemployment problem. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is the duty of the President. You are 
only to state your objection. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: My point of order is that it 
is not relevant. 

Mr., PRESIDENT: 1 hold that he is in order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: My friends went 
as far as Japan. I am confining myself to the borders of India. I 
have not gone out of India yet for my examples. From India I am 
coming to Bengal. I may tell my friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dufta 
that it is not with Government assistance alone that indusiries (*an he 
developed in this country. 

The Government of India gave a great impetus and help to the 
sugar industry by the imposition of a high tariff wall, but as Mr. Dutta 
knows in spite of the help and impetus given by the Government, we 
Bengalees have not been able to do much; why much, practically 
nothing, towards the revival of the sugar industry in Bengal. Govern- 
ment will certainly do its utmost by helping the industry by buying its 
product, as my friend Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury has observed. I may 
mention in this connection that as a matter of fact the present Govern- 
ment have already issued orders that in all Government purchases the 
goods produced in Bengal should be given preference to goods made in 
India. It is absolutely necessary that not only the Government should 
help but the public also should be commercially and industrially 
minded in order that machineries could be created by which the 
unemployment problem could be solved. Though we always say that 
by industrialisation our unemployment problem can be solved, 1 do 
not accept the proposition wholly because even if we can produce the 
entire amount of goods required in this country, which for the present 
We import from outside, you will find that only a small portion of our 
unemployment problem can be solved. Under the prevailing (conditions, 
even if you start home industries, the basic fact is that the position of 
the agriculturists who form the bulk of the population of this country 
should be improved first. If that is not improved and if the purcliasing 



power of the agriculturists is not increased, I think you cannot, even 
by starting industries, hope to be successful to any large extent in 
solving the unemployment problem of this country. 

My hon^ble friend, the mover, has said that even if necessary Gov- 
ernment can raise a loan and try to solve the unemployment problem 
by starting industries or other business. We are prepared to consider 
any scheme which my friend can suggest for raising a loan. We can 
borrow even E-s. 10 crores but the question is how to spend it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why not have a committee of 
experts ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: What would they 
advise on ? First, you will have to settle whether you want to commit 
the Gfovernment of Bengal for the responsibility of starting industries 
throughout the province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: First get the advice from the 
experts. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I be permitted to offer au 
explanation as to what I have said? Perhaps, the whole of the speech 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister is based on an assumption on some- 
thing which I have not said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can do so if the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
gives way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I have no 
objection. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, it is not my resolution that 
Government itself should start an industry. In my resolution I suggest 
that Government should aid the industrial enterprises started by other 
people and this can be done through rural societies or credit societies 
organised by the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, regarding the 
sort of help given to small industries, my friend the Hon’ble Hawab 
Bahadur of Dacca will place the facts before you. I may tell this 
House that as a matter of fact with Government help an industrial 
corporation has been started for the purpose of financing small indus- 
tries. We have often found that the question of Japan has been 
brought up in discussions of questions of commercial enterprises. We 
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do not know how Japan maintains her small industries. I know of 
instances where America and England have tried to imitate Japan, hut 
they have not been successful in finding out how Japan has generally 
been able to manage its own industries. In Japan industries are helped 
by bounties, tariff protection and by some other Government help but 
Government themselves do not start industries. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Dutta wants to create surroundings for industrial 
development. As far as surroundings are concerned, I do not think 
Bengal lags behind the other provinces. As you know, Sir, our 
province leads in the jute industry, the coal industry, the tea industry 
and some of the engineering industries and these industries have made 
a very great progress, practically they are now at the saturation point. 
So, so far as surroundings and environments are concerned, I do not 
think we lag behind. It may be that due to various causes our people 
do not like to invest their money on account of the risk involved and 
that is perhaps why industries have not been started by our people. 

As regards the suggestion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that we should 
obtain expert advice, so far as I know, our Industries Department have 
got their own specialists who have prepared various industrial schemes. 
The Department will initiate these schemes very shortly. 

As regards industrial and agricultural improvement, Government 
are always helped by expert advice. 

As regards the suggestion of starting a separate portfolio, I think 
there is a separate subject under the Hon’ble Minister for Industries 
and Agriculture and the subject is called ‘‘Unemployment Relief^* of 
which the Hon’ble Minister is in charge. So I do not think that a 
separate portfolio is necessary or a separate advisory body need be 
constituted just at the present moment. The present Government are 
trying to formulate their agricultural and industrial policy very soon. 
At the time of the next budget I hope they will present to the House 
their whole policy regarding industrial and agricultural development. 
After that if you think that a committee is necessary or further expert 
advice is required, then these questions may be considered. So far as 
experts^ reports are concerned, we can utilise the United Provinces 
Government’s Unemployment Committee’s report and we can utilise 
the various reports of commercial committees and councils that are 
available to this Government. 

For these reasons, Sir, I do not think that at this stage a separate 
committee or a separate portfolio is necessary. 

The Hoti>ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, my hon’ble friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has brought in a reso- 
lution in the subject matter of which we have been interested from the 
very beginning of owt career and I had occasion to speak on this sub- 
ject in this Council and its predecessors from the beginning of 1012. The 
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very first resolution that was tabled by me in 1912 was to appoint a 
committee to enquire into the unemployment question of Bengal. 
Since then several members and I brought up that resolution. I knew 
in 1912 what would be fate of that resolution. The country was then 
not prepared to hear me. The Member in charge of the then Council 
said that this matter was not taken notice of by anyone and they would 
therefore take no notice of it and it was practically negatived. I made 
a speech and then there was the speech of the Hon’ble Member in 
charge and there the matter ended and I was told at that time that 
the matter was not worthy of consideration. Since then the matter 
went on being discussed and you will find from the proceedings of the 
Ck)uncil that many members said a goo<l deal about it. It has now 
become a (question of first importance for all beginners. 

Here my friend, Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, thinks that Government 
have not tackled the problem to the extent that it requires and he 
wants Government to ttike the advice of experts in tlie matter and also 
to have a sep^irate portfolio or a department of unemployment. 

Mr- RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. 
May I submit that as there are other meml)er8 desiring to speak on the 
subject, Government members may reply after they have heard other 
members 


Mr. PRESIDENT: He is not replying on behalf of Government. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not doing so. I am speaking on my own behalf as one of the 
oldest members living in this country. All my contemporaries have 
now passed away. My friend wants the House to believe that Govern- 
ment have not understood the problem and that they are not alive to 
the necessity of having some department to deal with tlie unemploy- 
ment question. On the contrary, I can tell him that Government have 
got a department of unemployment and that department is now being 
run by the Ilon’hle Minister in charge of Agriculture and Industries 
Department. Now if you say tliat he should confine his energy only to 
the unemployment (luestion and nothing else, if that is your intention, 
1 should be glad to have his other portfolio or the department under 
my charge and run it. The Hon’ble Minister has got to look to other 
subjects as well. So if you think that the Government are not alive 
to the necessity of having a department like this, you are wrong. They 
are fully alive to it. 

Then comes the question of ways and means. My friend has sug- 
gested a lot of ways and means. In my early days I thought that one of 
the means of solving the unemployment question was by {i^assing the 
Primary Education Act. I there proposed that I should have 
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Rs. 1,30,000 for distribution among our young men so that they might 
get at least an assured income from Rs. 15 to Rs. 26 per month while 
living in their own villages. 

I was misunderstood all along on this unemployment problem 
which I wanted to solve by taking a crore and 30 lakhs of rupees from 
the people and asking the tlovernment of India also to contribute 
another two crores of rupees for distribution among the middle class 
people and I was then thought a visionary. But I think if you want 
to solve the problem of unemployment for the middle class people and 
if there is a scheme which can bring comfort to a lakh and 30 thousand 
families of Bengal situated in every remote (‘orner of it, the problem 
of unemployment would have been solved. Unfortunately the country 
had got no idea and the country had rejected it at once saying that 
money should not be distributed in the way the Nawab Saheb had sug- 
gested. So I say if my friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Ihitta thinks that 
Government do not think of unemployment, I want to disabuse his 
mind of it. I must tell him, I, a Minister of Bengal, wanted to solve 
this problem of unemployment in my early life, with the advice of my 
the then chief who was ruling by distribution of money more equitably 
to our young men who are without any employment. So my scheme 
of Primary Education Bill was accepted by Government and Bengal 
Government also proposed to the Government of India for a grant of 
an additional crore of rupees for the success of Ibe scheme so thai our 
>oung men could get from Rs. 15 to Rs. 30 in every village at least. 
If a lakli and 30 thousand people have been employed in that way 
with the additional money coining from the Government of India, the 
problem of middle class unemployment would have been soIvihI. I 
know there are people who will not allow us to do that and wdio will 
put all sorts of obstacles in our way. I know several friends of mine 
‘fitting on the Opposition Benches have misunderstood me. How^ever, 
the Bill w^as passed and if the country w^ould accept the Bill now and 
distribute the money which they can get under that Bill to the middle 
i lass people some employment wdll be given to them. That is one of 
the w^ays of solving the problem with which w^e are confronted. There 
are other solutions also and one of them, which my friend has sug- 
gested, is by industrialisation of the country. As regards that there 
should be no two opinions. So far as small industries are concerned 
which will bring wealth to every individual of the country there can 
he no objection. But the moment you will think of opening more 
mills, I know many of my friends will at once rise and say that mills 
should be stopped or there should be strike all over the country and 
there should not be any payment to the investors. But the real solu- 
tion lies in opening big mills. I know some of my friends consider 
the peopl€^who have invested money in opening big mills as enemies 
of the country and as if they have done wrong to India. But I believe. 
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on the contrary that unless you start big mills in the country and 
increase its wealth all over, you cannot actually solve the problem of 
unemployment. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Since you, Sir, have been 
pleased to give latitude for the discussion of this motion I take the 
advantage of saying a few words on the general problem of unemploy- 
ment. I find that we should hold all the Ministers jointly and severally 
liable for inadequate attention that is being paid to this acute problem 
of unemployment. I say jointly and severally because the Ministers ai’e 
in a hurry to claim that they are already administering these subjects 
and I find also that additional responsibility is being claimed by 
several Ministers with reference to this topic. At the same time I must 
judge Government by what they are doing. There is a budget which 
they presented before us but the budget does not seem to be very alive 
to the supreme need of solving this problem. Of course they have 
many excuses. They had not had suflBcient time to produce a more 
nationalistic budget. Now as regards the problem . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The budget pro- 
vides for employment of 10 thousand men. 

Mr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: That touches only the fringe 
of the problem. 1 say the problem is a vast and fundamental one. 
The problem of unemployment is a problem ultimately of social order 
affecting the very fabric of society and the State. It cannot be dealt 
with in a tinkering way by half-hearted measures and cannot be dealt 
with piecemeal. You have to go to the root of the problem that under- 
lies our social structure. Now, first of all if you go to the foundation 
of our economic structure and if you really consider the greatest good 
of the greatest number, you must first of all iackle the problem of agri- 
culturists — a problem of the 75 per cent, of our total population. You 
will find that every peasant in India for the matter of that has been 
pronounced by experts to be insolvent. 

(At this stage Rai Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur crossed 
between Mr. President and Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Rai Bahadur, you should not 
cross between the speaker and the Chair. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI : Every Indian peasant has been 
adjudged by experts to be insolvent and bankrupt. Now, on this sub- 
ject, evidence was produced at the Ottawa Conference and it was there 
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explained that whereas the prices of what the peasant produces, have 
^{»ne down by 50 per cent., the prices of what he has to buy have not 
<.voiie down to that extent. Although the peasant has to buy certain 
i.t^L-essaries of life like kerosine, a little clothing and a little bit of salt 
which he does not produce, he has not the wherft'^^tjial to buy these, 
or to maintain himself properly and therefore every peasant to*day is 
bankrupt. If you really try to solve the problem of unemployment, you 
should build up a different structure of society. It is a problem of 
social order. India cannot be built upon the basis of one per cent, 
literacy. It will not do for you to say, you have the dumb millions 
witli you. So long as the millions and the masses are dumb, you 
have no future. You must make the masses articulate. No country 
in the world has ever built itself up on the basis of one per cent, 
literacy. Therefore, the first step to the solution of the problem of 
unemployment must come from universal primary education. When 
wt approach the Minister of Education he says, “Yes, yes, we are very 
alive to the problem and we are busy with our schemes.” God knows 
what are the schemes and when they will be produced but in the mean- 
time India goes on with this burden of illiteracy choking her national 
life. India is not fit to be called a (dvilised country with one per cent, 
literacy and with her dumb millions. 

The war against unemployment must be a war on all the fronts. 
There is the problem of mass education. Secondly, there is the 
problem of peasantry. What is the Government doing to secure to 
the peasants a fair price of what they produce? It cannot build up 
Bengal on the basis of a bankrupt peasantry. You are sending many 
industrialists to liquidation every day through your courts of law. 
But the peasantry do not require any court of law to be declared 
insolvent. They stand bankrupt. We have all acknowledged that 
every single individual peasant is a bankrupt. Cant 
future for this country on the basis of appalling starvation ‘ 

ruptcy? There are several Ministers and they will stand up and say 
“J am doing this in my department.” No single proof is forthcoming 
as to whether they are really in earnest about this fundamental 
problem of our national life. What steps are you taking to-day to see 
that the agriculturists get fair prices of their produce? You are 
making too much of urban life and fair wages for labour. Pray, is not 
the agriculturist a labourer? Can he not lay claim also to the same 
privilege? You first give to the tillers of the soil a fair price for the 
fruits of their labour and on that foundation you build up the economic 
fabric of the country. And, therefore, all the classes, the upper 
layers of society, must combine and make collective sacrifices to secure 
to the peasants who are the foundation of our economic structure a fair 
price of what they produce and then the consequences of this arrange- 
ments must be shared by all the classes together. Then thirdly, if you 
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can put agriculture on its f‘ee{, if you make agriculture profitable, you 
give automatic employment. Employment must not await doles and 
favours. 

The problem of unemployment must solve itself. It does not need 
to depend upon favours; it must depend upon the operations — the sure 
operations — of natural economic forces, which must be set free. You 
must rem()ve the obstacles vchich liamper the work of bene- 
ficent natural laws. Now, after you have put Agriculture 
on a sound foundation, you can come up to Industry, and 
next you can come up to the problems of urban life. 

First of all rusticate the urbanized people; send them back 

to the life of the villages; and you must rebuild the foundation 
of the social structure in the village, and then you can 
start real nation building. You say the problems of sanitation, 
malaria, etc., are receiving your attention, but yoxi have decimated 
the villages by your criminal neglect of sanitation and public health 
in the rural areas. Whenever you are faced with questions, you say 
'‘Oh, w'e are taking all steps, we are making experiments for combat- 
ing malaria, we are distributing quinine, and doing this and that’\ 
All this is tinkering with the problem. There is no systematic scientific 
planning for the relief of unemployment, which is ultimately the 
problem of poverty. Let us next come to Industries. What are you 
going to do? Your reply always is: “We have our Director of 
Industries who is reporting on this industry and that industry.” But 
I w'ant to know whether Government have got a list of small indus- 
tries which can be started with profit, as other provincial Governments 
have done. I want this Government to be a dynamic and not a static 
entity. You say you are moving and ask us to wait, but are we to 
wait till l)oo7usday? You say you are moving along the right 
direction, but 1 wonder whethei* you will go on till Doomsday like 
this. You say tliat you are producing schemes. If it is Primary 
Education, you say you are scheming; if it is the poor condition of 
agriculture, tlien also you say that you are scheming, and that the 
Ministry is making laudable efforts in every direction. Therefore, I 
say nothing need be done! Our Ministers are (|uite full of self-])raise. 
You have formed yourselves into a Mutual Admiration Society. Your 
reply always is: “We have anticipated all your suggestions. We are 
really moving along the lines you have indicated.” That is the atti- 
tude you have taken, and, therefore, I say that I hold the members of 
the Cabinet jointly and severally responsible for this growing problem 
of unemployment wdiicli may one day involve us in a revolution and 
sueep us all way — Hon’ble Ministers and others, too. 

Now, as I have said. Sir, the first step should be universal free and 
compulsory primary education. The second step is the rehabilitation 
of the bankrupt agriculturists, and the third step is industrial develop- 
ment, with special reference to the particular situation in Bengal, 
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because industrial development for Bengal should mean the derelop- 
tnent for her small industries, domestic cottage industries, and for 
that the Department of Industries will he more helpful in working out 
practical schemes which may be taken up with profit by youths who 
have got the requisite technical training. I know, Sir, in other provin- 
cial Governments lists are made of small industries together with 
estimates of capital that may be required to make those industries 
successful business ventures. I do not know whether any such definite 
.schemes have been formulated here. Therefore, the proposal that has 
been moved is very, very inoffensive. It simply wants to offer help 
to Government, to the offer the hand of co-operation. The meaning of 
the resolution is that the subject of unemployment should be adminis- 
tered as a special subject by a Minister upon whom responsibility must 
bt fixed. You cannot have the system of diarchy, divided respon- 
sibility, any longer. So far as the fundamental purpose is concerned, 
therefore, wliat is proposed is that a particular Minister should be held 
responsible for the administration of this special subject, and he 
should liave always ready to hand a committee of experts to help him 
with further schemes that may really aid in the solution of this very 
imi)oriant and difficult problem. And with your permission, Sir, the 
mover of the resolution may just slightly alter the wording of the reso- 
lution so that it may meet the needs of the situation. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOHD: Mr, President, Sir, from the tone of the 
speeches which have been made it is clear that every one in this House 
is alive to the importance of active steps — not merely nominal steps — 
being taken to lessen unemployment in this province. One point. Sir, 
wLich arises out of this motion would appear to be this. The question 
has been raised in the motion that there should be a portfolio for 
unemployment. The Hon’ble Minister for Finance has said that he 
is attending to the subject, and we understand that we are shortly 
going to hear the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture and Industries replying to the debate. Well, Sir, the 
que.stion of unemployment is one which to my mind cuts across every 
department of every Minister. Tliere is unemployment in Agricul- 
ture; there is unemployment in Industry; it so happens that the same 
Minister is in charge of Agriculture and Industry, but, Sir, it is 
another Minister who is in charge of Labour, and, surely his portfolio 
and his department must be concerned with problems of unemploy- 
ment also in regard to Labour but from a different as])ect. Then, 
again, there is unemplo3’^ment — considerable unemplo\unent — among 
the lawyers of this province. There are, I believe, thousands of 
lawyers doing work that could be done by only a hundred or a little 
more, and those people are men of Bengal just as much as the agricul- 
turists, just as much as the industrialists. They are out of employ- 
ment, and they too come within the purview of this unemplo^^ment 
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problem. My own idea is ttat some steps ebould be taken to preveni 
60 great a number of young men being cajoled and entrapped into an 
expensive legal education and then taking up a profession of Law. li 
has been said — and truly said — that the I/aw is a hard mistress, ant 
if you are going to be a lawyer you have got to spend your time and 
life on hard work. These young men embark upon this career and 
then they find that whether they work hard, whether they show an;^ 
aptitude for their work or not, there is no work for them to do, because 
, too many of them are ensnared into this profession by what, I believe 
^ is a false ideas of the importance of the profession of Law in relation 
to other professions. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, o1 
Santoshs The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill will give them whole- 
some occupation. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Yes, the Bengal Tenancy Bill will nc 
doubt give them some occupation, as ray hon’ble friend says, 
But I do not suppose this indirect method of treatment of the unem- 
ployment problem is the one on which the Government will wish 
(thiefly to rely — the introduction of bad Bills : or Bills so hurriedly 
drafted or so hurriedly amended as to give the greatest possible employ- 
ment in the future to the legal profession. I mention this matter oi 
legal unemployment, Sir, not only as a specific point of importanct 
but as an example to illustrate the point that in my view the question 
of unemployment cuts across every department, and even the Judicial 
Department has got its say. Then, Sir, there is the question ol 
employment on the seas and employment in the fisheries, and I believt 
there is not a single department of Government which has not contri- 
buted, or could not contribute, something to the problem of unemploy- 
ment, and it is for that reason I take it that this motion has been moved 
— that it wants some new organization departmentally or some new 
focussing of attention to be done on the subject. So that the different 
departments of Government may collaborate more than they have done 
in the past in making a common and definite effort for the solution of 
this problem of unemployment. And in that respect and to that 
extent I would favour the motion when it speaks of having a separate 
portfolio. But, Sir, Government have assured us that they are treating 
this matter not lightly but as an important matter, and it is for them to 
arrange their own internal departmental activities, and as they have 
been in office only for a vci-y short time. I would submit that hon^ble 
members of this House may take this assurance of Government 
and give them time — give them a chance. And if the Hon’ble 
Minister for the Finance Department or the Hon’ble Minister for 
Agriculture and Industries gives us a definite assurance that something 
will be done on these lines to collaborate in the work of the different 
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departmentsT^ then, Sir, the hon’ble mover of the resolution may 
perhaps care 4o withdraw his resolution. It will be observed that ia 
regard to finance, of course every problem comes to be a question of 
finance in this province., Therefore, the unemployment problem is only 
one of many which come to the Hou’ble the Finance Minister, and 1 
take it that that also must have been in the mind of the hon’ble the 
niover of the motion when he was referring to a scheme for a separate 
portfolio. I take it that he wished to focus special attention upon the 
problem and not merely that attention which this problem gets when it 
i;. one of the hundred and one other problems not only of one Minister^ 
viz., the Minister of Finance, but also of one of many, say ten other, 
problems of the Minister of Agriculture and Industries and also one of 
the many problems of the Department of Labour. In respect to the 
motion itself, we on this side of the House do not feel that we should 
vote in favour of the motion as it stands. We would prefer to give the 
llon’ble Ministers and the new Government time and see whether they 
would fulfil their undertakings and do something active without pro- 
(!rastination, as one of my friends suggests here towards bettering the 
position with regard to unemployment. We would not, I think vote 
tor this motion as worthy of our support, provided we are given sulfi- 
cient assurance and an undertaking which would give us confidence that 
something would actively be done. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it fair, Mr. Ormond, that you should 
announce beforehand that you would vote for this resolution before you 
have heard other speakers? You ought to have an open mind, and come 
to a decision when you have heard the whole debate. 

Mr, E. C. ORMOND: I may say. Sir, that I have kept an open 
mind and shall of course do so to the end of the debate. But as I have 
meant to say. Sir, if this undertaking is given then I feel that that 
will satisfy me. If, however. Sir, in the course of the next six months 
v/e find that the undertaking is not being implemented, then that will 
be another thing. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I, Sir, with your permission 
make a slight alteration in the language of the resolution, so that it 
may be clearly understood ? I am doing this, Sir, on the advice of 
some of my friends. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it a mere verbal alteration? What is it? 
Will you please read out? 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: It is this, Sir: *TMb Uouncil h 
of opinion that a special unemployment portfolio should be adminis 
tered as a special subject by a Minister with a board of expert adviser; 
to help him.’' 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That is not a- merely 
verbal alteration, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As it has l^en objected to, I am afraid I can- 
not allow you to make this alteration. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: On a point oi 
order, Sir. The resolution has been moved, and can it be altered a1 
this stage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As an objection has been made, 1 have alreadv 
said that this alteration cannot be allowed. So, your point of ordei 
does not arise. 

Ae there is no more time for us to-day, I shall adjourn the Counci 
now, and shall take up this matter to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council Ihen adjourned till 2-15 p.m., on Thursday, the Kill 
day of September, 1937. 
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Members Present: 

The following members were present at the meeting held on the 
15th September, 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nur. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziruddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

(4) Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(()) Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

(7) Bose, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(8) Chakraverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra. 

(9) Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(10) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 

(12) Chowdhury, Mr. Rezza([ul Haider. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Haniidul Huq. 

(14) Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Reza. 

(15) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(10) Datta, Mr. Baukim Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(18) D’Rozai'io, Mrs. K. 

(19) Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(20) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(21) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(22) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(23) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(24) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(25) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(20) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(27) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(28) Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 

(29) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(30) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(31) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammed Asaf. 

(32) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 
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(33) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

(34) Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

(35) McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

(36) Momin, Begum Hamida. 

(37) Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

(38) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

(39) Mookerji, Dr. Radha Kumud. 

(40) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(41) Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit. 

(42) Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

(43) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(44) Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

(45) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

(46) Ray Ohowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Natli, of San tosh. 

(47) Roj^ Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan. 

(48) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(49) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(50) Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(51) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(52) Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(53) Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(54) Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupeiidra Narayan, of Nashipur. 

(55) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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Members Absent: 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
15th September, 1937 : — 

(1) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(2) Hossain, Mr. Mohamed. 

(3) Lamb, Mr. T. 

(4) Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(5) Nicholl, Mr. C. K. 

(6) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

(7) Roy Chowdliury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
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Ministers Present: 

Tke following H-on’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
15th September, 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abnl Kasem Fazlnl Huq, m.l.a. (Chief 

Minister). 

(2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, m.l.a. 

(3) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimiiddin, k.c.i.e., m.l.a. 

(4) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, m.l.a. 

(5) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

m.l.a. 

(7) The Hon’ble Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhiawardy, m.l.a. 

(8) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharmf Hossain, Khan Bahadur, m.l.a. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nauaher Ali, m.l.a. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, m.l.a. 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, m.l.a. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the IGth September, 1937, at 2-15 
p.m., being the fifth day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 
62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hoirble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

Fifty-seven members and eleven Ministers were present. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Workings of the Bengal Salt Company, Limited. 

47. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Foreist and Excise Department he pleased to state 
whether the attention of the Government has l>een drawn to the report 
of Superintendent, Muhammad Hussain, published in papers regarding 
his inspection of the workings of the Bengal Salt Com)>any, Limited? 

(5) Is it a fact that Superintendent, Muhammad Hussain, was 
deputed by the Commissioner of Excise and Salt, Bengal, to inspect the 
workings of the factories of the Bengal Salt Company, Tdmited? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Bengal Salt Company, liimited, are 
working to manufacture salt on a commercial basis on the sea coast of 
Midnapore district? 

(d) Is it a fact that at the Midnapore sea coast the said Bengal 
Salt Company, Limited, follows the Burma method of salt manufac- 
ture? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister state whether it is a fact that 
the cost of manufacture by such method is annas seven per maund? 

(/) Is it a fact that by following the combined method of collection 
of brine as in Buima and by separating brine by solar evaporation as 
prevalent in the Madras coast, the said Bengal Salt Company has 
reduced the manufacture of salt to annas two a maund? 

(ff) If the answers to (d), (e) and (/) be in the negative, do 

Government consider the desirability of causing an enquiry to be 

made? 
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{h) If not, why notP 

{i) Is it a fact that the Irrigation officers are obstructing the Com- 
pany’s officers in laying condensers for salt manufacture by refusing to 
allow bunds to be erected within a certain area on the sea shore? 

(;) If the answer to (t) be in the affirmative, do the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of directing the Irrigation Depart- 
ment not to so obstruct? 

{k) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of taking 
steps to foster the indigenous manufacture of salt in Bengal? 


MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): {a) The Superintend- 
ent of Excise inspected the factory of the Bengal Salt Company, Limited, 
and submitted a rejmrt as usual to tlie Excise Commissioner. 

(h) Yes. The name of the Superintendent is Maulvi Mokaram 
Hossain. 

(c) They are trying to do so. 

{d) Yes. 

(e) Yes: this is what the Superintendent of Excise has reported; 
but it requires further investigation. 

(/) Yes, for karkatcli salt, according to the Superintendents report; 
but this is under further investigation. 

{g) and (/<) Do not arise: but the Excise Commissioner will visit 
the undertaking and make a further inquiry during the next working 
season. 

{i) and (;) There was a complaint to the Excise Commissioner and 
the Collector, and the matter is being dealt with between the Company 
and the Irrigation Department. 

{k) This is always being done. 


Salt Factory at Fulcheri. 

48. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state 
whether there is a factory working to manufacture salt on commercial 
basis at Fulcheri within the Cox’s Bazar subdivision of the Chittagong 
district ? 

(h") If so. is it workincf* aiiccessfiillv ? 



193V. J 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


16t 


(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether in 1936 Sir John 
Woodhead from his place in the Bengal Council held out hope of help- 
ing the factory at FulcheriP 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the Bengal 
Government moved the Government of India to sanction contribution 
to the factory at Fulcheri? Has the factory been helped in any way 
up till now? 

(e) What is the method adopted for manufacture of salt at 
Fulcheri ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether Government 
intend to start a warehouse at Fulcheri? 

(ff) If not, why not? 

(h) What is the cost price of manufacture of salt at Fulcheri per 
100 mauiuls of salt? 


The Hon’ble Mr, PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) A private firm 
known as the Chittagong Trading Union, Limited, has started a factory 
at Fulcheri with the object of manufacturing salt on a commercial 
scale. 

(h) It has not yet been successful in producing salt on a commercial 
scale. 

(r) Tes, in his speech in the late Council on the 26th March, 1936. 

(d) At the instance of this Government, the Government of India 
have agreed to grant a subsidy to this firm on a sliding scale for three 
years based on the outturn of salt. For the reason stated in reply to (b) 
above, the firm has not yet been able to qualify itself for the grant of 
the subsidy. 

(e) The Burma method, i.e., by preliminary solar evaporation in 
condensing beds and then by boiling. 

(/) and (g) If Ihe hon’ble member means the establishment of a 
warehouse to encouiage cottage producers, he is referred to Sir John 
Woodhead’s speech in the late Council on the 26th March, 1936, men- 
tioned a]x)ve, in which the circumstances leading to the abandonment 
of the scheme were fully explained. 

If, and when, the Fulcheri factory actually starts manufacture on 
a commercial scale, suitable warehousing arrangements will be made 
to afford facilities to the firm in the matter of payment of the duty. 

(h) The cost of manufacture of each 100 maunds of salt in the first 
year is roughly estimated to be Rs. 57 which may come down to Rs. 39 
in the fifth year by gradual reduction in subsequent years. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In answer (d), it is stated that the 
GoTernment of India have a^eed to grant a subsidy to this firm on a 
sliding scale for three years based on the outturn of salt. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what that sliding scale is ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I ask for notice. 

Girls’ Schools. 

4Si Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of girls’ middle and secondary schools receiving 

grant-in-aid from Government, district by district; 

(b) the amount of monthly grant given to each during 1936-3T ; 

(c) how many fresh grants-in-aid applications from girls’ schools 

were received during the year 1936-37. 

(d) to how many of these schools grants-in-aid were sanctioned ; and 

(e) to how many were grants-in-aid refused ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAHJAN BARKER (on behalf of 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): in) T1h> number 
of girls’ middle and high schools receiving giants-in-aid from Govein- 
ment district by district is as follows: — 


Calcutta 

... 22 

24-Pargana8 

... 4 

Jessore 

2 

Khulna 

2 

Nadia 

... 3 

Murshidabad 

... 1 

Howrah 

... 1 

Bankura 

2 

Midnapore 

... 4 

Hooghly 

... 2 

Burdwan 

... 2 

Birbhum 

... 1 

Dacca 

5 

Mynreneingh 

... 4 

Faridpur 

... 1 
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Bakarganj ... 3 

Rajshahi ... 8 

Pabna ... 2 

Bogra ... 1 

Malda ... I 

Jalpaiguri ... I 

Rangpur ... 4 

Dinajpur ... 2 

Darjeeling ... 4 

Tippera ... I 

Chittagong ... 2 


(b) A statement is placed on the library table. 

(c) Eighty fresh grants-iii-aid applications from girls’ schools were 
received during the year 1936-37. 

(d) In three of these cases grants-in-aid were sanctioned. 

(e) In the remaining seventy-seven cases, grants were refused. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: With reference to answer 
(e), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why those applica- 
tions for grants in as many as seventy-seven cases were refused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It was for 

different reasons. I want notice. 

Mr. NARE8H HATH MOOKERiiEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the grant to the M.A.O. Girls’ School was 
refused ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: I want notice. 

Mr. NAREBH NATH MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that this is one of the most important Muslim Girls’ Schools in 
Calcutta, and as a result of the refusal of the grant by the Government, 
the Corporation of Calcutta have also refused their grant for the last 
year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: I am not aware 
of it. If proper notice is given, I will enquire into the matter. 
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Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state why the Berhampur Girls’ High 
School in the district of Murshidabad has not received any grant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN 8ARKER; I want notice. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point or order. 
Since the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department is absent, 
will these questions be recorded, so that answers might be given later 
on, because supplementary questions are very important from the point 
of view of the public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALIHI RANJAN BARKER: Even if the 
Hon’ble Minister were present, he could not have stated the reasons 
for refusing the grant. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: As a point of procedure 
I think that these questions will be recorded so that answers might 
be given later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All these questions are recorded. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Not answers. Sir. Sup- 
plementary questions demand an answer sometimes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under our present rules, notice will have to 
be given. 


Salt Tax. 

50. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Eon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Dej:Kirtment be pleased to state what is 
the total amount of money received by the Government of Bengal from 
the Government of India since 1931 up til] now as allocation of a speci- 
fied share of Ihe proceeds of Ihe protective duty on salt? 

(h) How much out of this share received, have the Government of 
Bengal spent to foster the indigenous manufacture of salt or the 
growth of the industry of salt? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of India intended that the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal should spend a substantial portion of the amount to 
encourage the salt industry? 
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The HonnOB Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) Rupees 16,22,550 
up to the end of the calendar jear 1036. 

(b) The Gbvernment of Bengal have not spent any substantial sum, as 
it has not yet appeared that the development of the salt industry is 
economically feasible in this province. 

(c) No; certain views expressed in the Indian Legislative Assembly 
were only communicated to this Government by the Government of 
India. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the sum of Rs. 16,22,550, which has been 
received by the Government of Bengal from the Government of India 
dll imported salt duty, has been spent for other purposes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Well, I rannot 

say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state that on account of certain views expressed in the 
Indian Legislative Assembly and wdiich were communicated to the 
Government of Bengal by the Government of India, if it does not 
arise that it was the intention of the Government of India that the 
Government of Bengal should spend a substantial poriion of ibis 16 
laklis and odd for fostering salt industry in Bengal!^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT; T do not know. 


Moslem Education Advisory Committee’s Report. 

51. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken to give effect to the various recommendations contained in the 
report of the Moslem Education Advisory Committee, published in 1934? 

(h) Has the resolution which was promised to contain Government 
views about the recommendations, been published? 

(c) If not, what is the cause of the delay? 

(d) Does the Hon’ble Minister intend to make a statement as to the 
final decision of Government regarding the recommendations ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state why no action has yet 
been taken in the matter thorough the report was published in 1934? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): The report of the 
Committee covers the entire field of Moslem edu(*.ation in all its 
branches and it will naturally take time to consider the various recom 
mendations and to give eft'ect to them. Further, these reconiinenda 
tions involve large capital and recurring expenditure, which can onl;\ 
be provided gradually in view of the present state of provincial finances 
Government have given eft'ect to some of tlie recommendations and 
are considering others. 

Government can make a statement only when they have come to a fina 
decision on the various recommendations of the Committee. 

Mr. NUR AHAMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state when Government are going to give full effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Committee? 

The Hon’bla Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: As soon as the 
examination of the Report is complete. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May we know what are the 
recommendations to which Government have given effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: One of them h 
the provincialisation of the Moslem Girls' School in Calcutta. 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: May we 

have an idea as to when we can expect Government decision on this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It is ver> 
difficult to state the time, but I hope that by the next Budget Sessior 
Government will be able to make up their mind as to what recommend- 
ations they can give effect to. 

College Education of Girls. 

52. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a faci 
that there is a tremendous and growing demand in Chittagong foi 
college education of girls? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister consider the desirability of raising the 
Khastagir’s High English School to the status of an intermediate college 
for girls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of th€ 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) 1 have no 
information. 
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(b) If the necessity for the addition of intermediate classes to the 
school is established, I will l>e prepared to consider the question but it 
may be noted that there are certain legal difficulties which will have to 
he examined and solved. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of the answer given to clause 
(a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
prepared to accept this question as an indication that there is such a 
demand ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Certainly not. 
It is a request for action, I believe. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I ask a ruling 
from you. Is this a request for action? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question itself shows that there is a 
[leinand. Will Government accept it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Government 

will not accept the demand. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government are not prepared to accept this as an indi- 
cation of demand for a Girls’ College in Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of 
order, Sir. The object of questions is to obtain information and 
not to make any request or ask what is the policy they are going to 
adopt. I think, it will he a dangerous precedent to create, if we were 
to accept this kind of thing as a formal notice of a certain state of 
affairs existing in the Province. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I beg to say that the 
question involved is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I make the submission that since' 
it is provided in the Rules that every statement, made by a member, 
is made on his own authority and he is responsible for the accuracy 
if every statement, therefore when he asserts in the form of a ques- 
tion that there is such a demand for a Girls’ College, this should be 
taken as a notice by the Government. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: In the supplementary question the hon’hle 
member wants to know whether the fact is known to Government or 
not because the Hon’ble Minister has said in reply to the question that 
he has got no information. It is a question asking for certain inform- 
ation and that information has been given. It is not the purpose of 
a question to ask for any action. As you know our present rule does 
specifically deny it. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleabed 
to state whether it is a fact that Government has no information 
because there has been no enquiry"? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We did not 

make any enquiry ; that is a fact. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government is contemplating the desirability of mak- 
ing such an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Not just at 
present. 


Extra Copyists of the Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta. 

53. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the extra copyists of the Regis- 
trar of Assurances, Calcutta, have not been paid their respective 
remuneration for the month of July, 1937, for want of Budget grant? 

(6) If the ansv^er to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making 
arrangements for their payment, in anticipation of sanction of the 
demand concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) Yes. 

(6) Under the Transitory Provisions Order, 1936, Government 
authorised the expenditure for the first six months but the allotment was 
found to be inadequate on account of increase in the number of regis- 
trations during the current year. 

(c) Steps are being taken for payment of the dues of these copyists 
as earlj'^ as possible. 
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Mr. KRiaHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Qu’ble Minister be. pleased to see that the poor workers in the office 
the Eegistrar of Assurances, Calcutta, are paid their dues for July 
imediately. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RANJAN SARKER: Although it is a 
quest for action, still I would try to comply with the hon’ble mem- 
r’s wishes. 


Electricity Licences, 

54. Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble 
inister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
state — 

(а) the number of licences that have been granted under rule 40A 

of the Indian Electricity Eules, up to date, to— 

(i) electrical contractors, and 

(u) workmen; 

(б) how many of each of the above classes are — 

(i) Bengalees and 

(ii) Non-Bengalees; 

(c) what is the total number of supervisors to whom the necessary 
licences have been granted ; 

(c/) of these licences how many are in — 

(i) A class, 

(ii) B class, 

(Hi) C class, 

(iv) D class, and 

(v) E class; 

(e) how many in each of the classes in (d) are — 

(i) Bengalees, 

(u) Anglo-Indians, and 
(Hi) Europeans; 

(/) whether in granting such licences the same test was applied 
in the case of European (including Anglo-Indian) and 
Indian firms; and 

(g) how many A class supervisors are in the employ of — 

(t) Indian firms, and 

(it) European (including Anglo-Indian) firms P 
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MINISTER in ohargn of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART 
ME NT (the Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) Licences have 
teen granted to 69 electrical contractors and permits to 399 workmen. 

(b) I have no knowledge; the hon'ble member is referred to th( 
list of electrical contractors, supervisors and workmen who have beer 
granted licences and permits by the Licensing Board, Bengal. A copj 
of the list is placed on the library table. 

(c) Certificates of competency have been granted to 325 supervisors 

(d) The hon^ble ineinber is referred to the list placed on the librai’^ 

table. 

(e) and ((/) I have no knowledge. 

(/) Yes. 

55. Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon Ll< 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleasec 
to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the personnel of the Licensing Boari 

as constituted under rule 4()-A of the Indian Electricity 
Rules has a preponderatingly Eiiropean majority ; 

(b) whether any meml>er has l>een taken on the Board from th( 

College of Engineering and Technology, eladavpore; 

(c) how many institutions are there in Bengal where electrica 

training of the college standard is given ; and 

(d) how many other provinces in India have introduced such systen 

of granting licences; 

(e) whether the rules and regulations for granting of licences ii 

Bengal are similar to those introduced in the other parts o 
India ; 

if the answer to (e) be in the negative, the reasons for adopt 
ing different rules in Bengal; 

(g) whether such rules are in force in Great Britain ; 

{h) whether the Government are prepared to withdraw the rule 
introduced and to defer their re-introduction by anothe 
ten years; 

(i) whether the Government are prepared to devise ways an( 
means to turn out sufficiently qualified men for the trad( 
during the next ten years ; 

^j) whether they are aware that the introduction of the rulei 
have increased unemployment in the area where the rulei 
have been made operative; and 

(k) whether they are aware of the Press agitation touching th( 
way in which the Licensing Board is functioning? 
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Tll0 tton’bto Ml*. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs (a) No, the majority 
are Indians. There is, moreover, no proportion fixed for Europeans 
and Indiana. 

(b) No. 

(c) 1 have no information. 

(d) So far as I am aware the system for the p:rant of licences and 
certificates to electrical^ contractors and supervisors lias been introduced 
Ly the Government of Bombay and the United Provinces. I have no 
information whether the system has been introduced by any otlier 
Governments. 

(e) The regulations framed by the Government of Bengal under 
rule 48 (i) of tlie Indian Electricity Pules, lO’ST, are somewhat similar 
to such regulations framed by the Government of Bombay. 

(/) Does not arise. 

(^) No, but I understand that they are under consideration in Great 
Britain. 

(h) No, not as present advised; but the matter is under my consi- 
deration. 

(i) There is no need for Government to do so, as I understand there 
are a sufficient number of qualified men. 

(;) There may have been certain disturbance in the employment, 
and in order to minimise it Government gave ample notice of the 
introduction of the rules. The situation will ])ecome normal as the 
requisite licences, certificates of competency and permits are taken out. 

(k) No. 


Last Census. 

56. Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 
of Santosh: (a) Is the Hoirble Minister in charge of the Revenue 
Department aware that during the last Census operation owing to the 
non-co-operation movement in Bengal, thousands of Bengalees did not 
get their names registered? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of moving 
the Government of India to rectify the Census records in Bengal, and, 
if necessary, by recommending to the Government of India to hold a 
fresh census in Bengal in the near future, to be conducted in accord- 
ance with a plan to be carefully formulated by Government with the 
approval of the Bengal Legislature? 

(c) If not, why not? 

13 
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MINISTER In charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy)s (a) No. 

(5) No. A fresli census will in the usual course be held in 1941. 

(c) Because Government have no reason to suppose that the 
enumeration was in any way faulty. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWOHURY, 
of SantOSh: Will the Hon’Ible Minister \ye pleased to state if he denies 
that there was a non-co-operation movement on the part of the Congress 
against the last Census operation? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There was no 
non-co-operation movement. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Congress 
carried on a propaganda against the Census in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That was in 
1921. 

Mr. NAZIMUDDIN AHMAD: Are the Government aware that 
the Civil Disobedience movement was in force at the time? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, but 
so far my information goes, the Congress did not carry on any 
propaganda against Census operation in 1931. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if his answer 
to question (a) is based on special reports taken from the District 
Officers ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is within 
the special knowledge of Government. The local officers are the 
legitimate source of information — it might be the District Officer, 
Divisional Commissioner or some other officer under Government. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 
ef SantOSh: Does the Hon’ble Minister deny that the Census was 
taken in 1928 and the report was published in 1931 and there was 
non-co-operation movement on the part of the Congress against the 
Census operation in 1928? 
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The Hoil*ble Sir BI«IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There was no 

non-co-operation movement in 1928. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp 

of Santosh: Are you sure of it? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

m 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 

of Santosh: I am afraid, you are wrong. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to have enquiries made by reference 
to the District Officer as to whether Congress actually pursued their 
obstructive policy against the Census operation? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
perfectly satisfied on this point and do not consider any further 
enquiry necessary. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I wish to have more light 
thrown on the mysteries. They imist be prepared to take us into 
their confidence. Is it the way they can give answer to an important 
question like this ? I want to know whether they made enquiries 
and whether on enqiiiries made they can say ‘‘no’\ This sort of 
will not do. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In asking questions there should not be any 
argument; you can merely ask a question. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The Hon’ble Minister drives 
me to an argument. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Dr. Mookerji is 
questioning your ruling. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In a question no argument can be used. 
Your question is quite right. It was whether there was an enquiry 
and the Hon’ble Minister has answered it. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I wanted to know whether 
the Government did make an enquiry into the specific matter and 
whether the Congress was engaged in boycotting the Census, and if so, 
in which districts the boycott was effective? Was any comprehensive 
enquiry made? I want to have an answer to that. 
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Thf Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no euch 
question here. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The question is quite 
plain. The fact is stated that the Congress had boycotted the Census 
operation. My question is whether the Government made an enquir\ 
into the fact of this boycott and the extent of its effect on the Census 
operations. It is a supplementary question to his reply of “no’’ to 
clause (a). 

Mr. KADER BAK8H. Is it not within the knowledge of my 
learned friend, Dr. Mookerji, as to wliether there was this IboycottV ai^d 
let him put a direct question ‘Tf there was any such thing”? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a point of order. Mr. Kader Baksh 
is bringing in another question. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The Hon’ble Mr. Sarker 
is best fitted to answer this question. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the hou’ble 
member please repeat his question ? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My humble submission is 
that the supplementary question arises out of the Government's 
answer of “no” — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Mookerji, whether a supplementary 
question arises or not, comes within the piovince of the President to 
decide. You are merely to put the question. No argument is 
necessary. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Will the Government be 
pleased to state whetlier they made a detailed enquiry as to whether the 
Congress was eng^aged in boycotting tlie Census operation and if so, in 
how many districts? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: When it is 
mentioned in the question of the Maharaja of Santosh : “Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tlie Revenue Department aware that during the 
last Census operation owing to the non-co-operation movement in 
Bengal, thousands of Bengalees did not get their names registered ” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Bijoy Prasad, you can simply say that the 
supplementary question does not arise out of this question. 



1937.] QtJESTIONS Al^D ANSWERS. »1 

Mr. HUMAYUH KABIR: There are two parts of the question. 
The first part refers to the “awareness” and the second part refers to 
the ‘‘non-oo-operation movement.” 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We are not 

aware. 


Tobacco Sales Licence. 

57. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

id) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the lievenue Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that under section 5(7) of the Bengal 
Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 1935, the prescril)ed fee for one finan- 
cial year should not be more than Ils. 6 for a licence to sell on whole- 
-Jile system and Bs. 3 for a licence to sell on retail system? 

(b) Is it a fact that persons holding retail licence for one year 
have been charged an extra amount for selling tobacco on special 
occasion held within the period of licence which varies from Re. 1 to 
Its. 3 and thus made to pay twice for the same period? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say if that is according 
io law? If so, how? 

The Hon’ble Bir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

{})) Yes. The two licence^ are separate from each other, per- 
mitting sale at different places. No sejmrate licence is reciuired for 
sale from the same premises. 

(c) Yes. The hon’ble memlber is referred to rules 5, G, 7 and 12 of 
the statutory rules made by Cxovernmeiit in exercise of the powders 
conferred by sub-section (2) of section 28 of the Bengal Toba(*co (Sales 
Licensing) Act, published on pages 1557-71 of Part I of the 

Calcvtta Gazette of the 15th August, 1935. 


Debt Conciliation Boards. 

58. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state hovr many Debt Conciliation Boards have been 
established in the district of Chittagong up to this date? 

(h) What is the total number of members of these boards? 

(c) Out of this — 

(i) how many are lawyers; 
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tfw) how many are maJiajans; and 

(iti) how many are zemindars? 

(d) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
fact that there is discontent among the people affected regarding selec* 
tion of the personnel of these boards? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister contemplating to issue further rules 
regarding the selection and appointment of members to these boards? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Circle Officers who principally select the 
persons to be appointed as members of these boards are guided by their 
personal likes and dislikes in most cases without looking to the merits 
and demerits of particular persons? 


MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE, CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) 33 (including 3 Special Boards). 

(b) 166. 

(c) (i) 13 ; 6 represent debtors, 5 creditors and 2 independents. 

(ii) 63 are creditors’ representatives. 

(in) 3. 

(d) No. 

(e) Instructions are issued from time to time as circumstances 
require. 

(/) I have no reason to believe that auch is the case. 

Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors. 


59. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state what is 
the total number of Government pleaders and public prosecutors in 
Bengal? 

(b) How many of them are Moslems? 

(c) How many are non- Moslems? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL ai|d LEGISLATIVE DE- 
PARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) 38 (viz., Government Pleaders — 11; Public Prosecutors — 12; com- 
bined posts of Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor — 15). 

(5) and (c) Six are Moslems (Public Prosecutors), 27 non-Moslems 
end 5 posts are at present vacant. 
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Mr. KADER BAK8H: 'Do the Government recognise,^ the^in- 
adeqiiacy of Moslem representation in these services mentioned in the 

question P 

The Hon^bto Nawab MU8HARRUF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is a matter of opinion. 

fUtm KADER BAK8H: Do the Government contemplate a revision 
of the existing pixjportion and rules of appointment? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is also a request for action. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do you contemplate revising the present 
arrangements ? 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The matter is under investigation. 

Khan 8ahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Govern- 

ment be pleased to state if this ratio of 6 to 38 has been followed in 
pursuance of any fixed Government policy? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Gov- 
ernment he pleased to say if the present Government are responsible for 
this ratio? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The present Government are not at all responsible for this ratio. 

Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: Are there any Buddhists among Public 
Prosecutors and Government Pleaders? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No. 

Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: Are the Government prepared to con- 
sider the case of Buddhists? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

We are prepared to consider their case. 



m QUESTIONS AND ANSWERSF; [ 16 th Sbpt., 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Are there any Congress men 
among them? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I hope not. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Do the present Government 
propose to continue the policy of the old Government? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088A1N, Khan Bahadur: 

Here there is no question of policy. Each case is decided on its own 
merit and as far as I understand, what was done in the past, cannot 
he set right now, but for the present the question is becoming a little 
bit difficult because a lot of candidates of different communities are 
coming forward. These are not matters w^hich the Government have to 
decide, but a lot of things has now to be done by the Public Service 
Commission. If the Public Service Commission recommend any parti- 
cular candidate, we must consider the case on its merit. This is all 
that I can now say. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: I want to ask the HonT)le 
Minister w’hether it is in contemplation to divide in future these appoint- 
ments among the various classes — Hindus, Muslims, Marwaris, 
Buddhists, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: And Congress. (Laughter.) 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It has not yet been decided. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs Who is the appointing authority in the 
case of Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

On the recommendation of the Public Service Commission, my humble 
self is probably the man to do so. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Is it the intention of Gov- 
ernment to refuse to fix any ratio or proportion for different com- 
munities in these services ? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Government do not want to bind themselves in any way at present as 
the matter is under investigation. 
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SettlMMffit Kanungoes. 

60> Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that no Settlement Kanungoes for continuous 

service have been recruited since 1921 ; 

(b) the number of Kanungoes in continual employment since 1921 

or before; 

(c) how many of these Kanungoes are going to be thrown out of 

employment in consequence of the Government decision to 
drop Midnapure Settlement operations; 

(d) how many of these Kanungoes have rendered over 15 years’ 

continuous service; 

(e) whether Government have in contemplation the ab8oiq)tion of 

these officers in other departments; 

if) if the answer to (e) be in the affirmative, the names of the 
departments in which they are proposed to be employed ; and 

(g) if the answer to (e) be in the negative, the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(h) 147. 

(c) The exact number has not yet been determined, but the number 
will be large. 

(d) All of them. 

(c), (/) and (g) The matter is now under examination, but it will be 
very difficult to absoib a large 'proportion of these officers. 


61 . Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be ideased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that Government accorded administrative approval to a scheme 

of pension for Settlement Kanungoes by letter No. 10740L.R., 
dated the 29th August, 1931; 

(ii) that the scheme was subsequently supplanted by a scheme of 

gratuity by their letter No. 17847L.R., dated the 23rd Novem- 
ber, 1935; 

(ill) that the scheme of gratuity was considered grossly inadequate 
by the Settlement Kanungoes; ? 

(iv) that the amounts admissible under the gratuity scheme would be 
unevenly distributed, varying from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000;: and 
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(v) tliat Settlement Eanungoes submitted memorials to His 
Excellency the Governor in 1966, for reconsidering Govern- 
ment decision conveyed by the letter referred to in (it) of the 
question ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (t) and (it) Yes. 

(m) This is likely. 

(iv) The amount weiild mainly vary according to the length of ser- 
vice prior to 1st March, 1925. 

(v) Yes. 

(6) As it appeared that their pay included full compensation for pen- 
sionary benefits the late Government did not consider it necessary to 
reopen the question, nor do I propose to do so. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With regard to answer (iv), will the 
Ho.nlble Minister be jd eased to state whether it is a fact that in no 
case the gratuity will amount to more than Rs. 2,000? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am forced to ask this supplementary 
question because the answer given to my original question is defective. 
May I submit that no supplementary notice is required for such a 
supplementary question ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I again ask for 
notice because it is very difficult for me to answer offhand. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Bantosh: AVith reference to the answer to question No. 59, if I am 
mot mistaken, the Hon’ble Nawab Mushrruf Hossain, Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department, argued, in dispos- 
ing of a supplementary question, that if a question happens to be a 
request for action, it is not admissible, and if I remember aright, you, 
Sir, said that because the questioner had taken shelter behind the word 
^‘contemplate”, the question was admissible. I would like you to refer 
to l^ay. Campion and other works of reference in which it will be found 
that a question which is a request for action, is admissible. 

1^. PRESIDENT: I shall give my ruling later. In the meantime 
the House now resumes discussion on Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta’s 
resolution as well as the amendment moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Dtas. 
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Non-official Resolution. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I had 
no intention to take part in the debate that has been started on the 
pe.so^uiion of my lion'lde friend, Mr. Kamini Kumar Butta, simply 
beciiiise the (luestioii which has been raised, has been s.upported by all 
sections of this House and it has drawn sympathy from everyone within 
this House and o.utside; but as the debate has proceeded, it has given 
occasion for expressions of opinion with which I must say it is 
impossible 1o agree at the present time. Before we go and ask the 
Government to take cert^iiii steps to remedy the evil under discussion 
or to provide employment for the people, the question has to be decided 
as to the responsibility of Government in these matters. In other 
words, what is the responsibility of Government as regards its own 
citizens? More than a hundred years ago the position of Government 
was one of benevolent neutrality but that position has now been 
changed. It has gone to its farthest extreme in its acceptance of the 
doctrine of State’s responsibility for the welfare of the masses in some 
ctmntries. It has been fully enforced in Russia by Lenin. There has 
been acceptance of the same doctrine by our rulers in England. They" 
have not fully admitted all the implications of the question but they 
liave done so to a great extent. The only place which, I am afraid, 
is still not recognising this responsibility of the State, is India. There- 
fore when my friend, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, said yesterday 
that he wanted to remain within the borders of his own country and 
not go to the land of the rising sun for enlightenment, he would in 
that case find himself gixiping in darkness because there is no light 
here which will guide him. 

It is now accepted by all that the State does not exist only to keep 
the country in order. It is the duty of the State — and that a primary 
duty — to provide food for everybody, employment being only a means 
to give that food. It has been expressed by the Chief Minister, who 
is absent to-day, during his election campaign that the problem is one 
of dal hhM. Yes, that is the most important problem of the day. It 
is the problem to-day, it was so yevsterday, and it will be so for all times 
to come. There has been attempts in different countries to solve this 
all-important problem in diverse ways. No country other than Russia 
has succeeded in bringing employment, i.e., food to everyone, irrespec- 
tive of his position or his status. They have given some food, if not full 
a meal, to every citizen of the country. If the resolution that has 
been moved, wants to tackle the question as it affects all classes of our 
own people and not a particular class, which has so long monopolised 
our attention, namely, the middle class unemployed, we have first to go 
down to the largest part of the unemployed population, we have. We 
l^ve to see how unemployment is divided among the different classes 



1S8 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 


[16th Se^t., 


and then to proceed to find out the remedies for the same. If we go 
into that detail we find that our people are at different stages employed 
with different kinds of work and that the largest part is employed in 
agriculture. It goes without saying that out of every ten members of 
our citizens nine are occupied with work on the land. Even in that 
there is division. There is a class which is the owner of the land and 
cultivates his own land; and there is a class which cultivates the land 
as labourers without Ibeing its owner; albove them there is an artisan 
class; higher above that there is a class which is the product of our 
Universities and which has not learnt anything except the use of the 
pen and the i)aper and that is the middle class. Within that class 
belong the lawyers whose number may not be large but who are also 
feeling the pangs of unemidoyment on account of different circum- 
stances. The unemjdoyment has affected all the classes as enumerated 
in varied degrees. The lowest ibeing most hit. Soon we will find 
unemployment among zemindars also, although they are not unemployed 
now\ Then there are middle class rent collectors who have also become 
unemployed. Therefore, Sir, starting from the beginning — what are 
the means by which unemployment can be solved amongst the largest 
^lass? Before the Government contemplate solving a parti(‘ular 
problem they have to find out schemes for the purpose. I admit that 
this Government is not responsible for all the past sins that can be laid 
at the door of the Government. On ac(*ount of various circumstances, 
on account of the fact that representative Government has been intro- 
duced only in 19d7, the new Government could not go into the country 
with a well-thought-out programme but still they have to begin it at 
some time. We have to wait to see whether in time they bring forward 
a good programme in this HoTise as well as in the other. Then, Sir, 
there is another great difficulty — the difficuilty of finance. Bengal has 
been suffering from many of her ])reseiit difficulties on account of want 
of finance. There was no good financial adviser to help Bengal or to 
represent her case when the Meston Award wns made. Madras wdth a 
lesser jiopulation though not a lesser area has got the highest revenue 
in India. They have now^ a revenue of IG crores of rupees while Bengal 
can bring to her j)eople a sum of only 12^ crores. We may get a 
further sum if full effect is given to the Niemeyer Report but that 
would not be sufficient to solve all our problems. We wdll have to 
press for further revision of the financial arrangements. Different 
interests have now come to be represented in the centre and the chances 
will be very much more difficult. The Government of India has been 
taking from us every year a special tax in the form of jute duty of 
which there is no i)arallei in any other province — a sum equal to 4 
crores a year. They have taken it for the last fifteen to twenty years. 
It w’as started as a war measure for a spe(*ial purpose, but it has been 
continued though all the circumstances have vanished, and yet Bengal 
has not pressed her case. No case had been made out that the special tax 
sEould be given back to Bengal — the tax of 4 crores of rupees a year 
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from the poorest of her people. I.suibmit that there is no justi- 
fixation for continuing this tax, and so long it is continued to be 
imposed, we must get the whole of this tax. The Government have 
pioinised only sixty-five per cent, or i>erhaps sixty-two per cent, of the 
tax, but we shall have to press for the entire amount Indore we can launch 
any ])rogramme. We shall no doubt have to seandi our own pockets as 
and find out what we can pay for ourselves at home. Before we do 
til at we shall have to find out way for a more equitable distribution of 
tin* taxes amongst the difierent classes of the people. But, at the same 
lime, we have to get a larger portion of the tax, w’e pay to the Central 
government, back. The Hon^ble Finance Minister has asked for sug- 
gestion to solve the problem, from this House. I submit, Sir, that it 
is not befitting any Government to ask us for suggestions. Govern- 
ment have specialized technical knowledge at its command and it is for 
them to })repare schemes. But we too are ready to help Government 
with schemes and suggestion, if necessary. I, Sir, in my liumible way, 
can give a lajmian's scheme before the House. I have not tested it 
with the knowledge that experience brings or with technical knowledge 
of the difficult question of finance. I will take the case of the 
unemployed amongst the agricultural class. What are the reasons foBi 
their unemployment? Shortly put, it is due to decrease in the produc- 
tivity of land; increase in the population dependent ^on land; fall in 
the price of the producie of land and the ruination and the (mnsequent 
disappearance of the cottage industries, which gave part-time employ- 
ment to the agriculturists. First we have, therefore, to increase the 
productive capacity of the land, and simultaneously we shall have to 
give them a belter price for what they produce. Now let us consider 
what is the money-producing crop in this province, that is jute. Jute 
is the largest exportable article in Bengal, and in that it has got no 
I'ival throughout India. It coininands seventy-five per cent, of our total 
export. The total valuation in 1925 w’ent up to rupees 100 crores. It 
may be said that that was the peak year. No doubt whether it w\ib. 
Hiat was the year in whicli Bengal got 110 crores all from outside. In 
Ihe prosperity of the juie trade we get real prosperity. For it means 
real increase in the wealth of the nation; and our problem is to increase 
that w’ealth. It can^t be done ])y robbing Peter aiid putting tliat in the 
pocket of Paul. We cannot really bring prosperity to the mass by taking 
all that the landlords have, and giving it to the mass, for there is no 
increase in the wealth of the nation. Therefore, we have to divert our 
attention immediately after the present storm over the tenancy legis- 
lation is over to find out w’ays and means as to how best to increase 
our wealth. Therefore by improving the jute trade as a whole we can 
come nearer to solving the problem, I consider that there is no other 
immediate possible way of increasing our total wealth than by organiz- 
ing jute. Our panacea will not come by passing legislation fixing a 
higher price for jute ; that will be an unenforceable piece of legislatiotf . 



ISO NON-OFFICIAL EESOLUTION. [16th Sept., 

A machinery — and a ibettej, inachinery — for getting higher prices will 
-.have to be found out. In "order to give the jute growers the best of 
prices they will have to be organized into bodies on the co-operative 
system. They would then be better aible to eliminate the smaller 
exploiters. But, Sir, why not go a little above that? Why not ex- 
clude all the middle-class exploiters for the trade? In the mufassal 
to-day we find that jute is sold at the door of the cultivator at the rate 
of Rs. 3-8 per maund, whereas in Calcutta, I believe, the price is 
Rs. 7-8 per maund. This difference of Rs. 4 must go somewhere. 
Where does it go? This figure does not represent the entire cost of 
transport from the villages to the door of the purchaser or to the jute- 
press owners here. Therefore, a substantial part of it, about Rs. 3, 
goes into the hands of the middle-men. We shall have to eliminate 
them. How can we do that? It is only by organizing co-operativ(* 
societies of jute-growers that we can do this. Organize the^ into com- 
pact bodies; bring them immediately into touch with the consumers 
who are for the present tlie inillowners. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You have reached your time-limit. How lonir 
will you take to finish your speech? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In about five minutes. Sir 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I can give you only one minute. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I don t think, Sir, I shall 
be able to finish in one minute. However, Sir, I will say what I can 
within that period. I will say this, that Government should 
immediately divert its attention to the method which I am suggesting. 
I consider that this is the only way by which immediately, and without 
much effort, and with much less controversy, and much less opposition, 
greater wealth can be brought to the door of the people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: May I rise, Sir, 
on a matter of personal explanation? My hon’ble friend, my pie- 
decessor in his speech, said that I refused to go outside India for fresh 
ideas. I never said that. Sir. What I said, is this that with reference 
to industry we need not go to Japan. Even in our own country 
Government gave a protective tariff for sugar, but the Bengalees did 
not take advantage of that protection. That is all that I meant. 

Mrs, K. D’ROZARIO: Mr. President, Sir, in supporting the resolu- 
tion of the hon’ble member Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, I do not desire 
to prolong the duration of the discussions on the resolution with which 
I feel that most members of this House are in sympathy but I would 
like to suggest that in any eventuality the authority or department 
entrusted with the duty to enquire into and effectively eradicate this 
omnipresent and growing canker of unemployment which is eating into 
4'he substance of all classes and communities — particularly the one I 
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belong to — and causing immenser suffering . And demoralisation ^ will act 
promptly. It is a terrible experience for able and intellectual young' 
jeople on tbe threshold of life to realise that their country has no use 
for them. I would suggest that the names and addresses of the more 
han 7,000 professional and improfessional graduates who earned degrees 
from the Calcutta University during the past 2 years be obtained from 
the University with a view to ascertaining how many of these degree- 
liolders are earning even a nominal wage — most of these young men 
ind, latterly, women discontinue studies after graduating and go in 
|uest of work, but hardly 10 per cent, of them secure suitable employ- 
ment. It is pathetic to contemplate what happens to tlie vast majority 
R’ho belong to the middle class and drift into the ranks of the lower 
:lass being unable to procure the ordinary amenities of life. Before 
government tackle the gigantic problem of unemployment among the 
masses, the solution of which will involve much enquiry and cause 
[\])preciable delay, I would ask that the problem of unemployment 
iiiiong* the educated middle class be made their immediate consideiation 
irid concern. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

[Resident, Sir, I rise to speak a few words on the Unemployment Poit- 
folio Resolution of Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. Sir, the unemployment 
problem is the chief problem in Bengal which the public and their 
representatives in the Council want the poi)ular Ministry to solve. If 
ibis problem is solved, twelve annas of the daJ-hhat problem, for solving 
which the Premier is pledged, will be automatically solved. Give full 
w'ork to the millions of agriculturists and agricultural labourers who 
have no work for at least four months in the year, and who have, in r‘on- 
sequence, to live on half or quarter ration for several months in (lie 
year, and give work also to the thousands of educated unemploved 
youths who have no work at all and you wdll solve the dal bhat ques- 
tion. It is admitted by all. Sir, that the solution of the unemployment 
question lies in the industrial and agricultural regeneration of ilie 
country. The Hon’ hie Finance Minister also admits it, but wq are told 
that except in Russia, in no other country, Government take any direct 
action with regard to the industries which are left to private enterprise 
and that the State merely help and guide by bounties and expert advice. 
Sir, may I enquire if there is any sin in our imitating Russia in the 
matter of industries? Is it sinful for a Government to start big indus- 
tries under its direct control for giving necessary industrial training 
to youngmen and for giving a lead to private enterprise? Is there any 
harm in making experiments with proper caution ? The impossibility 
of yesterday becomes a possibility, and, an easy possibility of to-day and 
science is daily proving it. Was there ever any big achievement any- 
where without experiment and without risking or even wasting, if you 
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would call it, some money on experiments P Our countrymen do not like 
to take risk because of the permanent settlement — it may be true, and it 
is all the more the reason that they should be taught to take risk and 
should be made to realise the truth of the proverb, *‘No venture, ik, 
gain,” and the Government should show the way by taking risk to 
some extent. 

Sir, I feel verj' strongly in this matter of unemployment and indiis. 
trial and economic regeneration of the country. The days of playing 
with the problems of industrial regeneration have passed. We are llo^^ 
face to face wdth stern reality. If we are to live, we must industrialise 
our country, no matter at what cost and at what risk. Government 
must grapple with the problem earnestly and vigorously and not merely 
show sympathy. We must wage war against the spectres of unemplox- 
ment and starvation and must defeat our enemy. We must make a life 
and death struggle to extricate ourselves from the grips of uriemplo\- 
ment and starvation. The sinful waste of huge man-power in oui 
countr3^ must be stopped without delay. Government can and shouli] 
do a lot. They can send out hundreds of .youngmen to foreign countrio.^ 
for industrial training, they can bring in scores of experts from foreign 
countries for starting factories under their management. They can 
raise money hy declaring guaranteed dividends or by imposing a sale 
t-ax on luxury and earmark it for industrial and agricultural regenera- 
tion only. They can start factories of jute and heavy chemicals aicl 
such other goods of which the raw materials are easily available in 
Bengal. They can grant bounties and subsidies. They’ can organiso 
the cottage weaving and dyeing industries and can introduce jute 
yarn for weaving not only sacks and flurries, but also cloths. Instead 
of only twenty-five demonstration weaving schools wdiich only show tlie 
tanm^ha of weaving, they can establish hundreds of permanent weaving 
and dyeing schools for actually teaching we>iiving and dyeing not only^ to 
men but also to the women of every village in Bengal. They can start 
propaganda for the use of indigenous articles. There is no risk in most 
of these. It is only in big* industries that there is some risk but Govern- 
ment should face it and show that if run with proper care and caution, 
the risk is negligible. If the Government take earnest and vigoron-i 
action on the lines suggested, they will have done their duty, even if 
the ultimate result be not appreciable, and some money may be found 
to have been lost in the experiment. 

Sir, we must here be inspired by robust optimism, and must have 
courage, if we really want to make any headway. We should have 
the examples of Japan and Angora before us. If a half -civilized nation 
could turn into a first class industrial nation within thirty or 
fprty years to the wonder of other highly industrial countries, if 
itie “sickman” of Europe could regain the full vigour of health within 
"la decade, and if even the proverbially indolent and lazy China could 
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assert itself to show signs of regeneration, cannot Bengal do anything 
to develop her economic resources? We must make a desperate attempt 
at economic regeneration — no matter at what cost and at what risk, 
iiiul we want the popular Ministry to take note that this is the con- 
sidered opinion of the majority of this House. When a war is forced 
on a country, it does not care for expenditure nor thinks of risk. We 
are forced to declare war against unemployment and let us now strain 
our every nerve and tap every source for bringing it to a successful 
close. 

Sir, unless the unemployment problem be a separate major subject 
in charge of a Minister, the urgen(‘y of giving a start to industrial and 
agricultxiral regeneration is likely to be lost sight of and so, Sir, I join 
with the hon’ble Mr. Ormond in urging that the Ministers should give 
a definite undertaking to treat “the unemployment problem” as a 
special subject in charge of a particular Minister. 

Mr. HUMAYAN KABIR: I move that tlie question be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will put the question subject to the right of 
reply of the (loverniuent member and of the lion’hle mover of the reso- 
lution. 

The question was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE$~21. 


■antrjM, Rii BahadHr Kaihab Chandra, 
•an, Rai Bahadur Manmathanath. 
ChakraYtrty, Mr. Shrlsh Chandra. 
Chaudhury, Mr. Moaizam Ali. 

Dat, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

Oatta, Mr. Bankim Cbnndra. 

Oatta, Mr. Narandra Cliandra. 

Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

Baiwami, Mr. Kami Lai. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayua. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadar Brajandra Mohaa. 
Matkarjaa, Mr. Naraih Nath. 


Meofctrji, Dr. Radba Kumud. 

MukharJI, Rai Bahadur Satli Chaadra. 

Pal Obaadbury, Mr. RaaaJIt. 

Ray Gbawdbury, Maharaja Sir ManmatMaatli, 
of tantaib. 

taaial, Mr. lachfntra Narayan. 

•arBfer, Mr. Indu Bhuiaa. 

•ta, Rat tahlh Jatindra Mohan. 

•iaiia, Rai Bahadur turondra Narayan. 

•Inhn, Raja Bahadur Bhupaudra Narayan, af 
Nathipur. 


NOES— 25. 


Ahmad, Mr. Naziraddin. 

Ahmod Mr. Moihahuddin. 

Bakili, Mr. Kador. 

Baraa, Dr. Arahinda. 

Cbowdhury, Mr. Khorihod Alam. 

Chowdbury, Mr. Razzapul HaMor. 

Cohon, Mr. D. J. 

Eilabi, Mr. 8. Fazal. 

Etmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

Hauain, Mr, Latalat. 

Huq, Mr. Syad Muhammad fihaziul. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mohammad. 
Jan, Aihadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 


Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf. 
Laldiaw, Mr. W. B. 8. 

McKorrow, Mr. J. A. 

Mollah, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

NIchall, Mr. C. K. 

Ormond, Mr. E. G. 

Rabaman, Mr. Muhhlotur. 

Rathid, Khan Bahadur KazI Ahdur. 
Roy, Nal Bahadur Radhioa Bhuiau. 

Roy Cbowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chaadra. 
Shamsazzoha, Khaa Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Saiiotwor. 


The Ayes being 21 and Noes 25 the motion was lost. 

14 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, in rising to 
speak on this resolution I find myself in a difficult position. The woid- 
ings of the original resolution and the amendment moved by Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das are such that I cannot support either. In the first placo, 
the resolution asks for the creation of a special unemployment portfolio 
to be in charge of a Minister. If Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, the mover 
of the resolution, had urged the creation of a portfolio without any 
Board of expert advisers, I would have welcomed the proposal. On the 
other hand, the amendment raises a very difficult issue. It suggests ilie 
appointment of a committee and the formation of a Board of expert.^ 
It also suggests the opening of small and middle-size localised indii.'^- 
tries in different parts of Bengal. In my opinion, the proposal, if 
accepted will not only create complications but will prove unworkable. 

So far as the principle underlying the resolution is concerned, it 
my whole-hearted support, and in fact I gave notice of a similar reso- 
lution for several successive sessions but the ballot box did never favour 
me. I, however, congratulate Mr. Dutta in his being able to secure 
the sympathy of the ballot box on this occasion. The problem of vu- 
employment is not only peculiar to this country but it has been agitating 
the minds of the people of other countries as w’ell. In a free country 
like England weekly doles are given to the unemployed. But here in 
India the question which is no less acute has not been properly deali 
with by the Governmenl. 

With the introduction of Provincial Autonomy, the elected member.-. 
of the Legislature have been jjlaced in charge of the destiny of the 
people. I trust. Sir, that the question will have their sympathy atid 
support. When Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta asked for the creation of a 
special portfolio I do not think he meant that another Minister should 
be appointed to be in charge of that portfolio. What he wants is, as 
far as I could gather from his speech yesterday, that one of the present 
Ministers should be placed in charge of the special portfolio in order 
that he may be able to devote his undivided attention to this vital 
question. Sir, in the absence of accurate figures regarding un- 
employment I do not think any effective steps can be taken. In the 
first place, the most important thing for Government to do would be 
to collect statistics to find out the extent of unemployment in Bengal, 
because without correct statistics it will not bo possible to deal with this 
quesion properly. In the second place, it is also necessary to prepare 
a comprehensive scheme as to how this question can be statisfactorily 
tackled. My friend the Hon'ble the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca is the 
Minister in charge of the department of Industries and Agriculture. 
Even if no separate unemployment portfolio is created as has been 
suggested, the question can be dealt with by the Hon’ble Minister 
himself, but I do not think that in the midst of his multifarious duties 
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he can possibly deal effectively with this question. Sir, Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta explained his proposal in detail yesterday. I do not wish 
to enter into detailed examination of the question the importance of 
which is universally acknowledged. The Government should take 
courage in both hands and approach the question in a spirit of good 
will and sympathy. For, we in the innfussil feel that the extent of 
uni^mployment is very acute. In Calcutta one cannot possibly gauge 
the extent of unemployment. Government have got to find out how 
many educated unemployed there are in this province: secondly, it 
should also be ascertained how many uneducated unemployed are there, 
and different remedies have got to be found out for different classes of 
unemployed in the province. 

Sir, I was very much disappointed to listen to the sjieeches which 
were made by the members of the Treasury Bench yesterday. 1 do not 
know whether their object is to shelve the question like their pre- 
decessors of the old Government. Nowadays we hear a good deal about 
the problem of dal hliat of which the Hon’ble Chief Minister was him- 
self the originator and my hon’ble friend on the left has made a pointed 
reference to this question. If you really mean business and if you are 
really anxious to find employment for the people of Bengal and to 
provide them with dal hliat, it will be bettel’ to adopt the policy of my 
friend. I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Ministers and the 
Government as at present constituted wdth all the earnestness that I 
can command that they should accept the resolution because it has 
been moved in a spirit of sincerity and good will for the people of this 
country. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I also had no desire 
to intervene in this debate, but after listening to some of the speeches 
and in view of the importance of the question which has been raised 
by the resolution moved so ably by my hon’ble friend, the member from 
Comilla, I think it necessary to present a point of view which has not 
been presented on the floor of this House so far. 1 would begin by 
congratulating the hoii’ble member from Comilla for the resolution 
which he has brought before this House and also the mover of the 
amendment; but after having congratulated them, 1 find it difficult to 
follow them entirely in the procedure which they have outlined or to 
accept in toto the suggestions which they have offered in the resolution 
and the amendment moved by them. For, the suggestion to create a 
Minister with the portfolio of unemployment, in his charge or in the 
alternative, to have a committee consisting of members of this House 
and of another place to look into the question of unemployment, seems 
to me to be the merest tinkering with the problem. If members of 
the Cabinet were men of super-human intelligence and capability, they 
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would still have failed to tackle the problem. If the committee con- 
sisting of members of this House and of another place were composed 
of men of supreme ability, they would also have failed to tackle the 
problem which is so difficult and which has so far baffled economists, 
politicians and statesmen all over the world. Therefore, Sir the sugges- 
tion that a committee or a portfolio can effectively deal with this 
problem seems to my mind to be entirely unwaranted, but nevertheless 
it seems to me that the resolution which has been moved brings before 
us a question which is the question of questions in the world to-day. 

In Older to understand the implications of this problem, we have 
to extend our vision beyond the confines of our province and even of 
our country and look to the circumstances of the world as it is con- 
stituted to-day. The problem of unemployment is not a problem 
peculiar to any one country with any one type of Government — whether 
popular, democratic, autocratic or monarchic. The different countries 
of the world have attmepted to solve this problem and have so far 
failed, with probably three exceptions which I shall mention later on, 
and which in a way suggest to us lines on which some solution of this 
difficult problem may be attempted. 

'VVitli regard to the problem of unemployment, there is one 
further point which I should like to mention. By unemployment we 
generally mean the unemployment of the hhadralog or educated classes, 
I submit that the question of middle class unemployment and of the 
unemployment of the masses of the country cannot be kept separate. 
If we look at the position in rural areas we will find that for the last 
tliirty or forty years the dcmaiul for land lias been gradually increas- 
ing., If we take the census of 1881, we find that the proportion of 
people who were dependent on land solely or mainly for their liveli- 
hood was about 75 per cent, and in the year of grace 1931 the projK)!*- 
tion had increased to the figure of about ,85 per cent. The pressure 
on land is therefore continually increasing, and we do not know what 
is the extent of unemployment among the agricultural labourers. In 
a word, we do not even know what is the extent or tlie incidence of 
unemployment for the province of Bengal. 

In other countries unemployment figures have been taken and we 
find from the records that unemployment is not a phenomenon of recent 
origin. To-day in Great Britain, there are over a million men per- 
manently unemployed, while the figures for France or United States 
of America are also colossal, but even in nineteenth century Great 
Britain, at a time of rapid industrial growth and unprecedented eco- 
nomic prosperity, there were about five hundred thousand unemployed 
for whom neither the society nor the State could provide any functions. 
That I take it is the crux of the problem. That takes us to the heart 
of the malady which is essentially a problem of social maladjustment. 
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It is essentially a problem where the different members of society l aii. 
jiot find any fruitful channel for their labour, where society cannot 
find proper use for the human material which is allowed to go to waste. 
And wdien we remember the present abuse, the present wastage, want 
and misery in liuman society, want and deprivation from which millions 
of human beings are suffering, this seems to be a mo<*kery of fate that 
is appalling in its cruelty. 


Sir, I have taken the figures from Government and Semi-Government, 
reports and we find tliat in India alone about seven ciores ot ])eo})le 
live on the verge of starvation and another fourteen crores live on half 
rations. If these twenty-one ciores who live on half rations nr on the 
verge of starvation could get one morsel of food more per meal a day, 
this would increase the demand for food which would give emph)>- 
nient to thousands of labourers. If each one of tliem (‘onsiimed an 
additional two yards of cloth per year, this would materially inipiove 
the condition not only of our mills but even of mills of foreign (‘ountries. 
Hero I would specially draw ilie attention of the honn)le Fjurop(‘an 
members of this House for this is a question which concerns not only 
us but concerns them as well. In their country also, tlnue is the 
spectre of unemployment to-day, but if these twenty-one ciores of 
Indians were given the opportunity of living" a human life, there would 
he created a demand which would wipe out the unemploynnuit not only 
in our country, hut also in theirs. In their country, as well as in 
this country, there is the same maladjustment of demand and supply 
hecause of the one hand people are starving, and on the otlier hand 
there is surfiet, luxury and wastage and there is a tremendous loss 
of human material. Men are not getting ilie bare minimum necessities 
of life, their wmiits go unsatisfied, and yet mills stand idle and men go 
to waste hecause they are unahle to find work which will kiM'j) tlicm 
active and efficient. I will give one more concrete example to make 
still more clear the point which I am trying to place before the TIonse. 
In our villages thousands of men, women and children die wit hunt 
medical attendance, there is no piopcr nursing, there are no })i()per 
hospital facilities and yet there are hundreds of doctors who arc sitting 
idle in towns and who do not find proper scope for the employment of 
their abilities. In Bengal the percentage of litera<'y, as we know, is 
barely eight or nine per cent, and yet on tlie other hand, there are 
hundreds of middle-class \memployment young men wlio go about iu 
search of jobs. If the question of primary education (ould he solved, 
we would not have to look for jobs for them: the jobs would be tbeie. 
They would be immediately absorbed in a servi(‘e of great social utility. 
Therefore, I would also press it upon the Hon’ble Minister foi Educa- 
tion that this question of primary education, apaH froni its implications 
for the improvement of our social material, is of definite iiriportamie 
from the point of view of unemployment as well. It would in. a day 
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solve to a very large extent the question of unemployment in our 
province. 

But all this. Sir, require social control. There is a section of opinion 
in this country which fights shy of the very word ‘social control’. 
There are men who think that social control connotes socialism, com- 
munism and I do not know what other ’isms which are taboo to members 
of that particular variety of opinion. To them I would submit that there 
is no use quarrelling about a word. Whether we like it or not, social 
control is a fact in the modern world. Social control has come to stay. 
It is a fact in the structure of all political societies of all countries in 
the world, and as I said earlier, probably there are three countries in 
the world — Russia, Germany and Italy — where not only is social control 
a fact in the state, but is perhaps the only fact in its structure. And 
it is noteworthy that these are the only three countries where there is 
perhaps no unemployment. There the State is left free to interfere in 
all the spheres of life and to take control of social output of labour fnr 
the service of the members of society. Therefore, Sir, the question is 
one of social control — a question of State intervening for the disposal of 
the total accumulation of ihe wealth of the community and deciding 
how the money oxigbt to be used. The setting-up of machinery for 
realising such things as death duties, taxes on agricultural income and 
progressive income-tax are only means to that end. Society should 
decide what are the social needs and how to employ social forces for 
their satisfaction. If the State want to apply this principle that ever\- 
one must contribute according to his capacity and receive according to 
his needs, I would submit that this question of unemployment could be 
solved . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Does the hon’blc 
member suggest that the Provincial Government can do all these things 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Perhaps not all, but I am suggesting 
that so far as it lies within the power of the Provincial Government, 
they might consider some of these measures. So far as taxes on agri- 
cultural income are concerned, they have been imposed in some of the 
provinces and there is no reason why Bengal shall not do what 
others — 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I rise on 
a point of order. Are these matters relevant to the discussion on this 
resolution? We certainly admire Mr. Humayun Kabir’s lecture on 
Higher Economics : 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Humayun Kabir, you may go on. 
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Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I would submit that in order to 
nake my point clear this sort of 

(At this sia^e the member reached tlie tinie-limii but was allowed 
by the Hon’ble President to speak for one minute more.) 

I was submitting, Sir, that this bogey of social ct)ntrol neetl not 
frighten us because in every country to-day and perhaps since 1833 if 
not before, in spite of the doctrine of hiisarz f(nn\ tliere has been v''on- 
trol. There has been and w'ill be control over education and law; in 
our country the State in(ervenes even in matters of religious propriety 
to decide what we can do and what we are not allowed to do. Once you 
admit this fact, there is no reason why you should not extent it further, 
particularly in a country like ours when it is the State which has ilui 
initiative and capacity for undertaking industrial enterprise. The pro- 
vision of industries on a large scale by private individuals is often not 
possible in our country because of our lack of capital, and lack of 
initiative and enterprises. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has stated 
that the Government are not in a position to undertake large-scale 
industries, but he has not told us why. 

In our opinion, in a province like ours, where private capital is shy 
and enterprise often lacking, it is the Government alone which can, and 
should organise industry and foster the growth of industrial and com- 
mercial habits and mentality. In this way alone can the (juestion of un- 
employment be solved, and it can be solved, in no other way. That is 
tlie one point I want to make out. Therefore, Sir, while I cannot fully 
agree with the resolution so ably moved by the hon’ble member from 
r<aniUa, I nevertheless welcome his resolutions as the first faint atUunpt 
to adopt the principle of social control over our economic forces, ajul 
from that point of view I lend him itjv whole-lieaited su])poit. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: Mr. President, hard pressed as we are in this House for time, 
thanks to the kind dispensation of the Prime Minister, I shall be the 
last to stand before you a second more than what is just necessary for 
me to make a serious attempt to effect a compromise, if possible 
between the mover of the resolution and the Government. 

Let me assure my hon’ble friend Mr. Dutla that we on this side of 
the House deeply appreciate his move to bring the question of unemploy- 
ment in Bengal to the forefront — it is a riglit move in the right 
direction. The Government must admit that the conquest of bread is 
the most vital problem of the hour and the industrial degeneration of 
Bengal is fraught with grave consequences. The Finance Member lias 
rightly complained that people themselves — particularly the young 
educated middle-class are slow to recognise that in trade and commerce, 
in industrial and agricultural pursuits lies the economic salvation of 
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out country and the material prosperity of our people and that indige- 
nous capital is shy. It is a patent fact that a large percentage of our 
young men after leaving their schools or colleges refuse to recognise the 
dignity of labour — display a most lamentable lack of enthusiasm for 
industrial or agricultural pursuits and prefer clerical jobs or literary 
occupations. The best among them show inordinate eagerness to join 
learned professions although these are already so much overcrowded. 
This mentality must go. My hon’ble friend Mr. Ormund suggested 
that their mind should be turned away from higher education to other 
concerns, lie humourously complained of unemployment among <he 
lawyers and I met his joke by another joke. 1 said that if Ihe Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill which is now on ihe anvail of the Bengal 
Assembly is at all made an Act it will provide members of the legal i)ro- 
fession with wholesome occupation. The joke was passed so to s]>(*a]v 
to the Deputy President and he remarked that if that bill is passed into 
an Act the landholders too will soon be in the list of the unfortunate 
unemployeds. I may tell him that such a dream, if realised, will 
rebound on his profession; for, as a lawyer himself he must know that 
quite a large per cent, of the members of his learned profession oftener 
than not grow rich at the expense of the landholders. Their poverty, 
I am afraid, will have a disastrous repercussion on the lawyers. 

Anyway, Sir, although I agree that the present system of Public 
Instruction does not enable our young men to derive the utmost 
material benefit out of their training, it will be nothing short of a retro- 
grade policy to turn away their minds from higher education. The 
need for drawing them •closer to University ideals is now in my con- 
sidered opinion much greater than ever. We are on the tlireshold of 
a new era full of opportunities which we must seize with intelligence 
and imagination and we can ill-afford to forget that higher education 
not only quickens human intelligence and imagination but also builds 
up the backbone of a nation. The llartog Committee which was 
appointed in 1922 to thoroughly enquire into the question of educated 
unemployment in Bengal unlike the University Commission of 1917 and 
1918 reported that the evidence which was placed before them distinctly 
showed that there was considerable amount of unemployment among the 
educated middle-class of Bengal and the Committee was so greatly 
impressed by the acuteness of the problem that they strongly recom- 
mended that prompt and adequate measures should be taken for the 
alleviation of the prevailing distress. But I do not agree with that 
portion of their report in which they unfortunately showed a lament- 
able lack of sympathy and imagination by saying by observing that the 
universities are overiTowded with students who do not progress intellec- 
tually and should be drawn to other concerns. I should like to say with 
all the emphasis that I command that there is no sign of intellectual 
degeneration or stagnency in the life of oxir students. The highest 
edwvational authorities of the day have admitted that the average Indian 
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University students are intellectually as keen and their mental powers 
®8 much creative as those of the students of other universities of the 
world. Whet may be rightly depricated is the tendency to push on 
cultural education at the cost of scientific and technical education. The 
time has come when a policy of inaction in respect of agricultural, 
education and vocational training must be done away with, or it is sure 
to lead to disastrous result inasmuch as India's economic collapse cannot 
hill be a serious danger to the world at large. 

The Government should realise the grave danger of the present 
economic situation and partially connect it with the one-sidedness of 
the present system of cultural educjation. It should establisli agricuL 
tural colonies of educated young men, make provisions for helping 
technical institutions, advance industrial loans to enable young men with 
necessary training to set up small industries and agricultural firms and 
to restrict, as far as possible, employment under Government to 
inhabitants of the province. It is also, perhaps necessary to determine 
if adequate protection has been extended to the infant industrioN in 
Bengal and whether tariff was put on new industries to an extent which 
has discouraged the producers. It must be admitted that effeidive tariff 
protection is a potent remedy for non-employment. It may be that 
protection has been given in a number of cases within the jwist decade 
or so, but if it is to lead to any real growth of industry in this country,. 
I think, it should be more timely, more generous and for a much more 
longer period than what is done at present. The present economic con- 
ditions of the country, perhaps, warrant a more liberal tariff policy. 

The licader of the Opposition has made a passionate appeal for 
reviving the cottage industries. His appeal as far as I could understand 
was based on the slogan. “Go back to villages." But however much 
we may be pround of cottage industries in rural lareas, I am afmid, 
local problems and conditions of local markets are unfavourable to ilieir 
permanency. I am afraid they may be blurted out without a proper 
scientific terrafirma to stand upon. With the dawning of the 19th 
Century a class of middle-class gentry came into existence. They 
acquired wealth and position through legal, medical and other profes- 
sions, and they gradually made the district towns the c.enties of attrac- 
tion. Naturally the patronage which our local industries used to enjoy 
in former days was gradually withdrawn from them with the slow 
migration of their patrons from the rural aieas to (Calcutta or the 
district towns. “Back to villages" you may cry, but I am afraid it 
will be a cry in the wilderness. Even if it succeeds, I seriously ask 
if it will be a mere response to that appeal to achieve the economic salva- 
tion of our country. I think it will not. The cottage industries have 
been practically destroyed and even if they could l)e revived and res- 
tored, I am afraid, they could neither supply the present demand, nor 
successfully compete with machine-made arthdes which have established 
their claim by their cheapness and unifonn standard. 1 lepeat with 
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all the emphasis I command that cottag^e industries alone can uo 
longer supply all our needs and consequently to solely depend on them 
will mean ruralisation of our already urbanised population. In these 
days of advance and science, will not ruralisation mean complete 
annihilation of oui^ nationality. Any thoughtful reading of world’s 
history will bear testimony to my assertion. The growth of towns m 
the West from the beginning of the 14th Century made her astir willi 
life and vitality and the urbanised West triumphed over the luralised 
India. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MUKHERJI: Sir, may I rise on a jmiiit 
of order? I find that the Maharaja is labouring under a mis-apprehen- 
sion. My point was 

M^. PRESIDENT: That is a point of explanation. As soon as 
the Maharaja finishes his speech you will have an opportunity of stating; 
your explanation. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Sir, as I was telling you, it will be a terrible blow to our 
political and social life if we again go back to the ‘villages. Besides, 
those who are educated and opulent, will refuse to do so until th(‘<(‘ 
villages have been improved — made healthy and unless our rural area^ 
have been provided with amenities of life, pulsating with human 
interest. Until that is done, it is not possible to drive the urbanised 
population of our c.ountry battk to rural areas, but nevertheless we aw 
}>ioud of our home industides. These have got to be ])reserved and 
imj)roved. They must be made to stand u])on a scientific basis and if 
we are abb' to i)la(!e them on a scientific basis 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowcM] 
to conclude his speech.) 

As my time is up I do not want to take up more of your time, but I 
cannot resume my seat without giving a concrete suggestion for a 
compromise, as I indicated in my opening remarks. What I would like 
to have is a definite pronouncement from Government as to whether 
any portfolio for dealing with all the questions relating to unemploy- 
ment in Bengal exists and, if it does, who is in charge of it. Let the 
Hon’ble Minister tell us if there is none. In that ease it has got to 
be created. Its creation cannot be put up to the Greek Calends. It 
is the prime need of the moment and it has got to be brought into 
existence immediately. If it is already there, let us know who is in 
charge of it, so that when any difficulty arises, whenever a doubt creeps 
into our mind, whenever we want helpful suggestions, we may go to 
him straight and not to a wrong Minister to court a refusal on the 
ground that it is not his business — it is somebody else’s business. If 



193T.] 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 


203 


the pronouncement of the Hon’ble Minister is satisfactory, Mi*. Dass 
niny withdraw his amendment and Mr. Diitia may, in accordance witli 
ii. either withdraw his resolution or modify it like this : “This Council 
is of opinion that a special unemployment portfolio in chai*^e of a 
particular Minister should he immediately opened.” This will serve 
our present purpose. Anyway, it ivs no g:ood makino: an attempt at this 
staple to create a machinery for (Tovernnient — let them create their 
own machinery but let them not push us from pillar to post. We 
mean business and yre want business to be done in public interest. 

Dfi RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of personal 
explanation, my point was simply this that the educated unemployed 
should find a very vast sphere of employment in rural reconstruction 
work and that the latest thin«* that the Congress Government 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALIKI RANJAN 8ARKAR: Ts it a personal 
explanation ? 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: You should not start at the 
name of Congress Government. Some Congress Governments are 
giving effect to th® proposal that matriculates should be cng’aged for a 
year on a subsistence allowance at the cost of Government to aid rural 
reconstruction work. That is why I stated that you must rusticate some 
ot your educated youths and send them back to ruiul areas to work 
among the depressed (‘lasses and backward communities. 

The Hon^ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

May I know how much time I shall have so that I can fully explain our 
policy to the House? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You must try to be a.s bjief as possible. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

All right, Sir, 1 shall tiy to be as brief as possible. 

Sir, I have listened to tlie debate yesterday and practically the whole 
of to-day with a great deal ot interest and have tried to find out if there 
was any scheme presented by my hon’blc friends which could bring 
milk and honey to this country. The only thing that I have heard is 
that unemplojonent is very acute and that the Government are respon- 
sible for not doing anything. Only a few speakers have given some 
suggestions. If my friends on the opposite side had played their part 
by offering constructive suggestions, I might have had something to 
go on with, in regard to the solution of the unemployment question — 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
BantOSh, Kindly read my last budget speech. 



204 


X( )N.< )FF IC I A l.^RESOLUTION . [ 16th Sept., 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

, I appeal to you, Sir, if I am to be handicapped in this way with interrup. 
tions. 1 would expect a much better treatment from the Maharaja of 
Santosli wlio as a l^resident had <ondu<*t(*d the busiuess of the IloiHe 
with much ability. 

It is unfortunate that members of this House are not aware of what 
Government are con tern platin<>f to do. It shows a complete i^noranco 
of facts. They do not realise that there has been a complete change of 
(loveinnuoit since 1st oi A])ril, IftdT. riiey do not r(‘alise that <liiiini» 
the* last four m five vcjii.n there has been a vci y acute econonji<* depics, 
sion during vvhiili a Htd rcindiment <Vmimitt(‘e \\as apf>oiuted. That 
Ifetrencliincnt tVimfiiittee decided after a great deal of del Ibto at ions 
to curtail or redm*e the ex])endit uic of tin* nation-building depait- 
ments. hor that r(*a.son to-day we find that those nation-building 
»lepartni(*!its wliich ouglit to liave taken theij* ])roj)ei‘ ])lace in buildiu'j, 
up the industry and agjiculture of this juovince, have not betui able 
to do so, Hut, Sir, it is no use* blmning those who are ah'ead\' gone. 

A mCfllbor: You are doing it also. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

t)ne of my friends says that w(‘ are doing it also.' I submit, he is 
absolutely wrong in his statement. We have been trying to ascertain 
what other countries ell over the world have been doing to solve this 
unemployment problem. This is not a new problem. Even those 
countries wliic.h have more education and more wealth, have been trying 
for years to solve this problem. Even a country like Great Britain, 
spending £746 millions a year, have started an unemployment insurance 
and yet they think, they" have not be(‘n able to solve the problem. Such 
a country with its vast maiiufaeturing and industrial concerns and its 
huge w'ealth has not heen able to solve the problem, but here ])eople, 
turn lound and say, you ought to have a philosopher’s stone which 
by just rubbing will cause the whole face of the country to la* (‘huiigod 
ill a minute. We have been charged witli having done nothing. The 
House is well aware that we liave had to take over an old systtmi of 
(fovernment and that manv of us were new to the administration. It 
took us some time to learn what were tlie defeids in that system. We 
liave been charged that we have done absolutely nothing. Let me tell 
my friends that we have prepared a five-year scheme for tlie industrial 
and agricultural development of Bengal. I have prepared schemes for 
rural uplift and reorganisation of the villages of Bengal. All these 
schemes have been prepared and are just now lyung in the Finance 
Department for financial approval and some are before the Cabinet. 
Then the House should realise that^for the last two months we have been 
engaged in the legislative work in this and the other House. The 
Hon’ble the Ibe.sident will not allow me to speak of the other House 
so J simply say file otlier House. 
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Members of the old Government had to deal with only one House 
but to-day we have to deal with two Houses with double the nuuiWr of * 
questions, resolutions and other things. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

SantOSh: The number of Ministers has been doubled also. 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Th( are the Speaker and the President so that has also been do\ibled. 

As I have already stated these schemes are at present confidential 
but members are perhaps aware from newspaper reports that 1 have 
reiened to the five-year seheine at some places where I had been i>n tour. 

iDuiing this there were noises and wdiispers in the CUiambei .) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to draw the attention of the House to 
the tart that too much talking is going* on in several groups. 1 would 
retiiind the House that if anybody has anything* to talk about he must 
go to the lobby. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

If I liad time I would have given you sufficient idea of what the depart- 
ment of whieh I am in charge, has been doing. What I would like to 
say is that when we took over charge from the old Government, the old 
Government liad only the ciuestion of middle-class unemployment which 
was under the charge of the Minister of Agriculture and Industries. 
But very lately the whole problem of unemployment has been placed 
under my charge. Therefore the question of a portfolio with a sejvarate 
Minister does not arise. I have prepared schemes in regard to middle- 
class unemployment taking it over from the old Government. I have 
been placed by the Government in charge of the whole unemployment 
problem but I have not as yet had time to go into the whole question. 
As soon as the meetings of the Legislature are over I shall have sufficient 
time to go into the question and I hope before the House meets again I 
shall be able place schemes in consultation not only with the members 
of this House but also of the other House and of the public. If 
necessary, we may consult our owm experts from outside. There are no 
two questions about that. We all feel that something must be done 
and that Government are prepared to do as much as lies in their power 
even if it is only to solve a fringe of this great problem. But before I 
finish I would like to say one or two words more. Industrial education 
and industrial knowledge is of no use unless and until you have side by 
side with it big industrial concerns: No Government by themselves 
can undertake industrial enterprises. If those monied people in Bengal 
who have all this time only thought^f investing their money in either 
lending to the tenants or zemindars or other people and in investing it 
in landed property, had invested their money in industrial pursuils, 
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half of our problem would have been solved. People from outside 
coming with nothing at ail, the Murwaris, for example, become multi- 
millionaires because the Bengalee people have had no initiative of their 
own in fliis line. Unless and until this thing i^ imulcated in the 
peo]>le, (iovernment can do nothing. You are to blame yourself it 
yon liavc not taken the initiative. Had you done so, you would not 
have lost your business which others have taken away from you. 
At the same time I should like to explain to the House that agrieultiiial 
education in Ihuigal is nil. All this time nobody has considered, no 
(/ouiicil has considered that agricultural education is necessary and 
what do we find here!** People from the Punjah, jieople from England 
and other places are taking plac(‘s whicdi would naturally liave gone to 
the Bengalees. Immediately after wo came into ofti(*e we thought that 
agricultural <‘ducaiion was the first thing that W(' should take up irj 
Older tr) make the p(‘(>i)lc of Bengal agricultural-minded. After train- 
ing thc\ should go back to the land and improve cultivation by scientiii(‘ 
agrieultur(u As one of my lion'hlc fiicnds has said you must impiovc 
cultivation to get a greater supply of jiroduco so that you can get more 
money out of it. \Vc arc trying to iinjoovt* aiii i( ultural methods, 1 
mean we are trying to find out methods by which wc can givt‘ hettoi 
fjH’iliticH to the c ultivator. Most of oui iiouhlcs have been due to iion- 
agiicultural education. Whatever scientific expel imeuts we liave been 
able to mak(‘ for the good of the (uiltivators, we liave not been abb* to 
impart its fruits to tbem, because wi* liave bad no jicison to deiiioii- 
sliutc* to th(‘S(‘ cultivators that this is tlit* method tlH*\ should (‘mplo\ 
lo imjirovc their agriculture. That, Sir, has been all our trouble. All 
tli(* blaiiM* of the past has been put on u.s. 1 say that within tin 
short, time that w(* have been in office, what we have be(‘n able to do, 
1 think v(‘ry f(‘W people could have dom*. 

Next I come to the Fisheries Department. The former Governmeiii 
retreiudicd this Department. When I came to office, I was supposed 
to be the Fisheries Minister also, but 1 found no office, no men, no 
])aper — nothing. Ilcrt' is an industry which I sincerely believe can 
give a gn'at deal of wealtli to the country and can employ a great 
number of people in the different subsidiary industries allied to the 
fishing industry. And T have for that icasoii provided in tliis year's 
budget for a systematic survey of the whole of the sea, estuarine, and 
inland fisheries of this provinee. And as soon as the report of the survey 
is submitted, I hope to be able to place it before the legislature with a 
scheme for the improvement of this indiustry. So, Sir, this House 
cannot say that so far as it lay in our power and within the very short 
time that we have been in offii’e, and with all our anxieties in other 
matters we have not done anything. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: Wliat about agricultural 
prices P 
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The Hon^ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

On this qiieetion of agricultural prices, too. Sir, I would like to say, 
as I have already said before, that I have not got the philosopher’s 
stone, with which to rub a thing and transmute it into gold. I do not 
think that my Congress friends who have accepted office in other pro- 
vinces have been able to do as much as we have done here within the 
short time at our disposal. 

A Member: Question ! 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

I hope tliat as we progress — we are your representatives also — if you 
say tiiat we have not done our duty we are ready to be turned out : we 
au* not afraid of being turned out if it is found that we liave not done 
Mill’ duty. Our tenure of office depends on the goodwill of the legisla- 
ture, and if our supporters believe that we are the proper ])ersous to 
he placed here in responsible positions, then nobody can turn us out. 
My friends on the other side at any rate cannot. 1 have now ex]>lained 
to the mover of the resolution as well as to the mover of the amendment 
to the original resolution tliat there is a portfolio of unemployment 
which has lately been formed, and I can give them this assuram'c that in 
matters of tliis kind I am prepared to accept the advice of any member 
of this Jlousi* or of anybody else for tin' improvement and b<‘tt<‘nnent 
MT the condition of the ptojde of this province, and J hope that, in 
\ iew ni tlii" a‘'NUi‘unee, they will sei* their wa\ to wiilohaw (heir 
iiiotitins. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I will just 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, are you exercising your right of 
reply ? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: N(,, Sir I will simply make a 
statement after which no right of reply will be required. As the 
House has got a very clear and definite assurance from the II on 'hie 
Minister in charge of Industries that there is a portfolio in respect of 
Unemployment and that there is a department dealing witli Unemploy- 
ment and further as a very definite assurance has been given tliat all 
aid from outside — both official and non-official — and advice* from 
experts, and all sorts of assistance to be rendered by members of the 
legislature would be sought for and would be accepted by the Minister 
in charge of the Unemployment Department, I think my resolution 
does not require to be pressed any further, because my purpose was 
really to have an assurance from the Ministry that a department was 
specifically dealing with unemployment, and that there is a separate 
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portfolio for Unemployment. Now the House has got a definite 
assurance that there is a portfolio for Unemployment, and further that 
non-official assistance and advice would be sought for; so I would seek 
the permission of the House to withdraw my resolution. And I would 
also request my friend Mr. Das to withdraw his amendment to my 
resolution. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, in view of the statement which 
has been made by the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur, of Dacca, the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries, 
I crave the permission of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to permit 
Mr, Kamini Kumar Dutta and Mr. Lalit Cliandra Das to withdraw their 
resolution and amendment, respectively P 

There was a general assent to this. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that the general sense of tJie House 
is that this permission be given. The motions are accordingly, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

I will now adjourn the Council till 3 p.m., to-morrow, F^riday, the 
17th of September, 1937. 


AdjoHrmnent. 

Tlie Council then adjourned till i>.in. on Friday, the ITtli day of 
uSepteiuber, 1937. 
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Members Present: 

The following members were present at the meeting held on the 
16th September, 1937: — 

1. Ahamed, Mr. Nur. 

2. Ahmad, Mr. Naziruddin. 
r3. Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

4. Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

■). Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(). Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

7. Bose, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

5. Chakra veiti, Mr. Shrish Chandra. 

9. Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

10. Chowdhury, Xlian Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

11. Chowdhury, Mr. Khoralied Alam. 

12. Chowdhury, Mr. Rezzaqul Haider. 

13. Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

14. Chowdhury, Mr. Huinayun Reza. 

15. Cohen, Mr. D. T. 

10. Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

17. Datta, Bankini (’handra. 

18. Datta, Mr. Narendra (^laiulra. 

19. D’Rozario, Mrs. K. 

20. Dutta, Mr. Kaniiiii Kumar. 

21. Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

22. Esmail, Khwaja Muliammad. 

23. Gosw^ami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

24. Hosain, Khan Bahadxir Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

25. Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

26. Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

27. Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

28. Tan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad, 

29. Kabir, Mr. Humayun, 

30. Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

31. Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf. 

32. Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

33. Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 


15 
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34. McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

35. Momin Begum Hamid a. 

36. Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

37. Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

38. Mookerji, Dr. Radha Kumud. 

39. Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

40. Nicholl, Mr. C. K. 

41. Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

42. Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit. 

43. Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

44. Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

45. Rashid, Khan jiahadur Kuzi Abdur. 

46. Ray, Mr. Nageiidra Narayan. 

47. Ray (’howdhury, Maharaja Sir ]Maninutlja Nath, of Santosh 

48. Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan. 

49. Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna (’handia. 

50. Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

51. Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

52. Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

53. Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

54. Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

55. Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

66. Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. 

57. Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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Mambers Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
10th September, 193T - 

1. Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

2. Hossain, Mr. Mohamed. 

3. Khan, Moulana Muhammad Akram. 

4. Lamb, Mr. T. 

5. Poddar, Mr. H. P. 
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Ministers Present: 

The following? Hon’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on thr 
16th September, 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Kasem Fazlul Huq, M.L.A. (Chief 
Minister). 

(2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, M.L.A. 

(3) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, K.C.I.E., M.L.A. 

(4) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Kt., M.L.A. 

(5) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibiillah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srishchandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(7) The Hon’ble Mr. Iluseyn Saheed Suhrawardy, M.L.A. 

(8) The Hon’ble Nawab Mnsliarriif Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

M.L.A. 

(9) The llon’hle Mr. Syed Naiisher Ali, M.L.A. 

(10) The Hon’hle Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, M.L.A. 

(11) The Hon’hle Mr. Mukuiida Behai y Mullick, M.L.A. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 17th September, 1937, at 3 p.m,, 
being the sixth day of the Third Session, pursuant to section (i2 
(fl) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the llon'ble Mr. S.\ryENmi\ Chandha Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

Sixty members and eleven Mini^teis were piesent. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Embankment of river Cumti. 

62 . Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (//* Will the Hcm’hle Minister 
in charge of the Communication and W(H‘ks Department he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the embankment of tlie river (tumti in 
the district of Tippera gave way at several ])oint^ at several times 
between llibeer Bazar and JatlargaiiJ during the last twenty years? 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state how many times it gave way during that period? 

(c) Whether each time the (‘iiibankmcnt gavn ''ay, there was 
destruction of crops of the peasants? 

((/} How many time-' the crops of the peasants were destroyed 
during the last 29 years due to the breaches in the etnbankniont caused 
by flood-water? 

(c) What was the estimated value of these crops for those years? 

(/) Whether any compensation was paid to the peasants for 
destruction of their crops by flood in those years due to the breachea 
in the embankment? 

{g) If the answer to (/) be in the negative, what is the reason for 
not paying compensation? 

{h) Is it a fact that landlords of the affected area pay a tax for tha 
maintenance of the embankment? 
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(i) If so, who is responsible for the maintenance of the gantjall 
(embankment) ? 

(;) Is it a fact that experts favour levelling down the gangail to 
allow water to pass away naturally over the country as being the best 
means to prevent disaster by flood? 

(ft) Is it in the contemplation of Government to adopt any perniu- 
nent measure with regard to the embankment ? 

(Z) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the bed of the 
river Gumti on the Comilla side has considerably risen due to deposits 
of silt? 

(m) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether the 
Government intend to dredge away the silt and restore the bed to its 
original depth? If not, why not? 

(n) If the answer to (r/t) be in the negative, will tlie Hun'i»le 
Minister please state the reason therefor? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srisohandra Nandyi of 
Kaeimbazar) : {a) to {d) A statement showing the information relatiiiir 
to the Government portion of the Gumti embankment, so far as avail- 
able, is placed on the Library table. 

(ej I have no information. 

(/; No. 

{g) There is no provision in the Embankment Act for payment of 
compensation in such cases. 

(h) Yes, for the Government portion of the embankment. 

(i) A length of about 9 miles only of the right embankment from, 
village Golabari to Solanal and a length of about 21 miles only of the 
left embankment from village Katakbazar to village Kansanagar, have 
been under the charge of Government since 1920. 

0) No. 

(ft) Aes. The construction of an escape on the Gumti embankment 
with the object of disposing of a portion of the flood is under considera- 
tion. 

(Z) A"es. 

(m) and (n) No. The cost of dredging the river will be prohibi- 
tive. Moreover, there will be no lasting improvement as the river will 
resilt soon. 
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Canal dues in Damodar canal area. 

63. Rai SATIS CHANDRA MUKHERill Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Communication and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state how many certificates have been issued for the 
realisation of the outstanding canal dues in the Damodar canal area? 

(h) Is it a fact that water was not available in Damodar and Kden 
canals for irrigation throughout the period of cultivation tor ])addy, 
i.c., between Ashar and Knrttck\ in the year 1343 D.S.? 

{c) If so, does the Hoirble Minister contemplate to allow propor- 
tionate abatement of rates in the canal charge and, if not, what are the 
reasons of not taking such action? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Eden canal has become silted up consider- 
ably at various places? 

(e) If the answer to id) be in the affirmative, does the Iloirble 
Minister consider the desirability of renovating the Eden canal? 

(f) Is the Hon’ble Minister aw'are that the question of tlie affected 
area is causing great distress amongst people both in the Damodar and 
the Eden canal areas and peo])le w’hose lands are not in the least affected 
by water from these canals are saddled with canal rates? 

(g) Does the Hon'hle Minister contemplate to appoint a commission 
composed of officials and non-otficials to en(|uire into — 

(i) proper rate of canal charges; and 

{II ) what lands should and should not be charged with canal rates? 

(// t Does the Hon'hle Minister contemplate to husi)end tlie realisa- 
tion of canal charges in the meantime till an exhaustive emiuiry has 
been carried out in all these matters? 


The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a)— 


Number of certificate. 


1034-35 

... 47 

1035-3b 

... 58 

103(1-37 

... 

1937-38 

... 370 


(b) Since irrigation fn)m the Damodar canal w'as started there has 
not been any year when w’ater was not available in the Damoflar and 
Eden canals during the period of cultivation for irrigation for paddy 
except in 1935 w^hen the damage to the ‘^Amlerson Weir” occurred and 
the supply of canal water was inadequate. 
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(c) Remissions were given in 1935. 

(<Z) There has been no appreciable siltation in the bed of the Eden 
canal or its distributaries. Some channels associated with the Eden 
canal system have, however, suffered siltation in varying degrees, but 
their present sections are sufficient to carry tlie requisite discharge of 
water to irrigate the area that generally’ comes under lease. 

(e) Improvement of these channels is not necessary at present. 

(/) I am not aware of any such case. 

(ff) A committee will be appointed to enquire into the matter. 

{h) The matter will be considered. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURIS In regard to question (c) will 
the Hon’ble Minister kindly state what percentage of remission was 
made in 1935? 

Mft RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: In regard to cjiiei^lion (c), will 
Sir, I want notice. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: In {o the Hon ble 

Minister has been pleased to state that tlie improvement of tJiis channel 
is not necessary. May I enquire on what material this has been said? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

According to the report of our experts the channel can carry the 
volume of water which is now required to supply water to the adjoin- 
ing area. 


Bridge over 8araswati near Triveni. 

64. Rai 8ATI8 CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communication and Works Depart- 
ment aware that the bridge over the river Sarasw^ati on the main road 
near Triveni has been closed to traffic for the last 5 or 6 years? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inquire into the reason 
for this delay in opening the bridge to traffic? 

(c) When will the bridge be oijened to traffic? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kaaimbazars 

(a) Yes. 
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(h) The existing bridge is in a very bad condition and cannot be 
opened to vehicular traffic without serious risk. The Commissioners ot 
the Bansberia Municipalitj’ intend to construct a new bridge in place 
of the old one. 

(c) It is understood that the municipality are preparing plans and 
estimates for the new bridge. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state that during what time the work will be 
taken up? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

Sir, as I have already said the Bansberia Municipality is constructing 
the bridge, so if is not possible to answer the question without referring 
it to them. 


Unpopularity of Co-operative Department. 

65. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: {a) 

Is tlie Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative ('redit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware that the Co-operative Dej)artment has 
become Ter> unpopular in the country? 

(h) Is the Hon’])le Minister aware that the activties of the Co- 
operative Department are now practically confined to money-lending? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many thrift societies 
and irrigation societies are there under the Co-operative Department 
in each of the five Divisions of the Province? 

{(1) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that irrigation societies can with 
advantage be organised in eastern Mymensingh district for extension 
of boro cultivation? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the public opinion that the 
money spent on the large additional staff which is going to be appointed 
uill he wasted unless the activities of the department are directed more 
on thrift and productive lines than on the so-called credit lines? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of employ- 
ing the additional staff in organising and supervising thrift and irri- 
gation and bae-solem societies? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr, 
Mukunda Bohary Mullick): ((f) I am aware of a certain amount of feel* 
against the department, but not to the extent that it can be said to 
be very unpopular. 
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(b) No, the activities of the department are not confined to credit 
organisation only. 



Number of 

Number of thrift 


irrigation 

societies (which 


societies. 

are known as 
benefit societies). 

(c) Presidency Division 

5 

J2 

Burdwan Division 

942 

6 

Dacca Division 

1 

8 

Rajshahi Division 

8 

5 

Chittagong Division 

1 

22 

Total 

957 

53 


(d) There has not yet been any tleinand for ( -o-o])erative Irrigation 
Societies from the eastern parts of Mymensingh district. The Depart- 
ment will consider such proposals when received. 

(e) While the importance of attention towards thrift and produc- 
tive lines is recognised and will not be wanting, in the present circum- 
stances, the services of the additional staff must at first be primarily 
employed upon the rehabilitation of tlie position of the credit move- 
ment. 

(/) The additional stafi* is intended to relieve the present staff of a 
portion of the very heavy burden of their normal duties which include 
the organisation and supervision of thrift and irrigation societies, and 
is thereby intended to improve the efficiency of supervision and control. 


Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: With regard to 
answer (d), will the Hoirble JVJinister lie pleased to state whether lie 
is aware that there was a demand for co-operative irrigation societies 
and the Department said that they were forbidden to take up organi- 
sation of a new kind of society? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: Sir, I have 
already given the answer and I have nothing further to add. 


Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Did not the 

Department give a reply that they could not look into the matter for 
the organisation of new kind of society? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware of this. 
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Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
he pleased to state what steps are being taken to make the 
Department popular? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is very 
difficult to answer, but we are trying our level best to appoint these 
officers and make them as useful as possible and it will also depend 
upon the advice and assistance of members of the two Houses of the 
Legislature in the province. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAH AM AN: In reply to {h) the Hon'ble 
Minister was pleased to state that the activities of the Department are 
not confined to credit organisations only. What are the other organi- 
sations which the Department is extending nowadays. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would 
refer the hon’ble member to my answer to (c) wliere indication is 
given as to other activities of the Department. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHAMAN: Is the Hoirble Minister 
aware that the Department has failed to repay deposit money to the 
depositors which are overdue and matured some years ago ? Is it not 
con.sidered as a cause of unpopularity of the Departments 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, my 
hon'ble friend should have known that this is no concern of the De- 
partment. With regard to deposit it is entirely the concern of the 
Central Banks. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHAMAN: Sir, the unpopularity of the 
Central Bank means the unpopularity of the Department. It is the 
Central Bank which is the backbone of the institution and if this is 
unpopular, I think, the Department is unpopular. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I would 
leave the hon’ble member to form his own conclusion. But I will not 
admit this, as the Central Bank does not mean the Department, and 
the two things are entirelj’^ separate. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: With reference 
to answer (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what this 
unpopularity is due to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I must 
ask for notice. / 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire 
whether there was any such demand? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I submit, 
this is a request for action. 


The Hon^ble President’s Ruling 

Mr. PRE8IDENTS Is it the contention of the Hon’ble Minister 
that in asking questions there cannot be any request for action ? That 
point was raised by the leader of the Progressive Party yesterday when 
he made an enquiry and asked for my ruling on the point. I would 
like to hear the Government if they have anything to say on that 
matter. So far as I see in the rules there is nothing barring request 
for action. While in the w’ell known treatise, Campion says in page 
127 “putting these together it may be said that to be in order a question 
should be genuinely directed to seeking information or for pressing 
for action, addressed to a minister w]»o is the official responsible for the 
matter Avith which he deals, and framed in accordiince Avith the rules 
of constitutional usage and parliamentary etiquette.” He gives an 
example where lie .says “the object of a question is to obtain informa- 
tion or pressing for action.” Of course, this is a very important right, 
the right of inlerpellalion, and I consulted Standing Orders of 
different countries on this point. In our country we have not yet 
reached a finality as regards Buies and Standing Orders and the House 
will soon have to frame their oavii rules. I would like to hear 
any Hon'ble Minister if he has anything to say that in putting questions 
there cannot be any request for action, before I give my ruling. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, so far you have 
already accepted this principle that questions should be for the purpose 
of information and not for re(|uest for action. May I read out to you 
the Section 24 of the Bengal Legi.slative Council Rules and Standing 
Ordei\s Avhich says tliat “a question may be asked for the puiq^ose of 
obtaining information on matter of public concern within the special 
cognisance of the member to whom it is addressed.” It is clear from 
this that the jmrpose for which a question is asked is for eliciting 
information and not for a request foj- action. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It is ‘ma>' here and not ‘shall’. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; For no other purpose 
for which a question may be asked. 


A member : It is not mandatory. 
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The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, it cauaot be 
mandatory here. My point is that it would be ‘ ‘shall’ ^ here. A 
question is asked here only for the purpose of obtaining information 
on a matter of public concern within the special cognisance of the 
member to whom it is addressed. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I would like to draw your attention 
to section 28 of our Council Rules and Standing Orders in which it is 
clearly laid down that a question will not be admissible on certain 
groiiiuls, and amongst those grounds, I do not find any mention what- 
soever of the particular point which has been raised by the Maharaja 
of San tosh. 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Section 28 differs from 
section 24. Section 24 states for what purpose a question can be put 
and section 28 says that if the purpose is correid, under what conditions 
the question can be disallowed. Supposing seidion 24 is correct, name- 
ly, that the puri>ose is foj the purpose of eliciting information, even 
tlien it will be subject to the conditions laid down in section 28. I 
hope the point is clear. First of all, section 24 says, for what pur- 
pose a question may be put. Having satisfied section 24, we come to 
section 28. Supposing a question is for eliciting information, even then 
it has got to satisfy these conditions before it can be admissible. It 
does not follow that because these conditions are not there therefore, you 
can put a (piestion, because section 28 does not (‘ontemplate putting 
questions for the purpose of a re(iuest for action. Section 28 never 
contemplated that. That will be ah niifio inadmissible. Therefore, it 
has not been put in ; section 28 is only for the purpose of section 24. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With regard to the section pointed out. 
I may submit that under section 24, it is said that a question may be 
asked. First of all, I would draw attention to the word “may” and 
then if it was the purpose of the Rules to preclude us from asking 
any question, which is a request for action, the word “only” could 
have easily been added. There is no such limitation on the power of 
asking a question on the part of members; and since there is no such 
limitation, I would submit to you, Sir, that the Rules should be 
interpreted as liberally as possible. There is no definiie prohibition. 
As I have said, the word used is “may”, and not “solely” or “only” 
or any other word to that effect. I, therefore, submit that even from 
the interpretation of section 24, we can ask questions which are 
requests for action. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I be permitted to 

point out that, the word “may” here is merely permissive and gives 

is-:. 
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liberty to the members to ask questions? The word ‘^shall'^ might 
mean, according to the manner of interpretation of some of my 
learned friends, that it is compulsory for a single member to ask 
questions. The word “may” means that if a question is to be asked, 
it may be asked for the purpose of eliciting information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to 
read the section again. 

Mr. NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: I submit that the word “niay’^ 
gives right to members to ask questions. This word “may” may not 
be connected with the purpose of obtaining information only. If the 
word “may” is substituted by the word “shall”, it will be obligatory 
on every member to ask questions, even though he may not be inclined 
to do so. It does not extend the scope or the purpose for which 
questions may be asked. This is the plain and normal meaning of 
the word “may”. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: If the interpre. 
tation of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is correct, is there any rule 
which prescribes any punishment for defaulting members? 

Mahad^aja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: 1 shall take my cue from the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, and 
say that section 24 does not serve any useful purpose in deciding as to 
whether a question is admissible or not. His own arguments demolish 
the case he wishes to support. As my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir has 
pointed out, the Hon’ble President should always be guided by sections 
26, 27, 28 and 29 in deciding the admissibility of a question and it is 
clear that there is nothing in that section which prohibits a question 
which is a request for action. I think, it would be fair and just to 
admit such a question if it is otherwise in order. In regard to the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin’s contention that hitherto the practice lias 
been to disallow a question which was a request for action, I would 
tell him that it has been the contrary. When I was the President 
of the old Bengal Legislative Council, I used to allow questions which 
were requests for action. Of course, members on the Treasury benches 
objected, but I over-ruled their objection. If the Hon'ble President 
would care to glance through the pages of the proceedings of the old 
Council, he would find many such examples, and those examples store 
up a knowledge which might be useful to-day. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. Sir. 
T was referring to the proceedings of this House and not to those of 
the old Bengal liegislative Council. 
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ThelHoii’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. According to the interpretation of the Maharaja of 
Santosh that any question may be asked which does not conflict with 
section 28, a question to the Hon'ble Home Minister as to whether 
London is the capital of Finland may also be asked. It is not to be 
governed at all by the fact whether it is within his special knowledge 
and cognizance, or whether any question may be asked which is not 
covered hy sub-sections (i) and {viii) of section 28. That would be 
result of the interpretation of the Maharaja of Santosh. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There are other sections as well. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I should think so, Sir. 
Section 28 is not the only section. You have got to read section 24 
as well which gives the right of interpellation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI. I would like to point 
out that if tile interpretation put on section 28 be correcl, and if it is 
stated that it is quite unconnected with section 24, the result would be 
that section 24 becomes absolutely redundant and unnecessary. In 
fact, I submit most resjjetd fully that the interpretation that lias been 
given to the two sections by the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin is absolutely 
correct, inasm,uch as section 24 defines the subjects on wliicb (piestions 
may be asked and section 28 only lays down the S’nie of eveiy 

question. If section 24 is complied with, then and then only the 
application of section 28 will come in. If it offends against section 
24, it falls through at once. It does not come in at all. That is my 
submission to you. Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Section 24 of the Rules and Standing Orders 
states that questions may be put for the purpose of obtaining informa- 
tion on a matter of public concern and it must be within the special 
cognizance of the Hon’ble Minister. Several other important matters 
I elating to question are dealt with in section 28 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders. I would like the Hon’ble Minister to answer why 
other matters not relating to information, are incorporated in section 
28. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Section 24 is for the 

purpose of obtaining information on a matter of public concern. No 
question should affect me personally as a private citizen ; except at any 
rate, with regard to the department of which I am in charge that a 
question may be asked and the question must be one relating to 
certain facts which the member wants to know from me and it must 
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fho be within the special cognizance of the Minister in charge. These 
are the conditions that must be {ulfilled; otherwise it falls through 
at once, and there is no application of section 28. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santoah: May 1 submit Sir, that section 24 is merely permissive and en- 
joins that the subject matter of a question must be of public concern 
within the special cognizance of the member to whom it is addressed. If 
anybody would be foolish enough as the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
apprehends, to ask the Hon’ble Minister as to whether London was 
the ca])jtal of Finland, tlie question would be ruled out f)f order by the 
Hon’ble President under section 2(». 

Mr. E. C. Ormond: May 1 respectfulls suggest that the test as to 
whetlier the question is a request for action or not, may be to some 
extent a misleading j)hrase. T would resj)ectfully suhinit for your 
consideration that in the ordinary way, a (juestion whicdi is a request 
for action, as such, will not be admissible because it will come within 
the phrase, which J find at page 240 of Erskine May’s “Parliamentary 
Practice*’ that it will be requiring an ex’pression of the Hon’hle 
Minister’s opinion upon his policy and tliat apparently, according to the 
autljor of this treatise, is not proper, hut on the other hand, Sir, it 
would appear clear that a question may be framed so as to be a ques- 
tion truly asking for information. Then it may be asking for in- 
formation as to the intention of the (Toveniment and if it is such a 
question, I respectfully submit that it will he permissible. That is 
not, of course, a request for action; it is a recjuest for information 
properly s])eaking, an information as to what is the intent icm of the 
Hoii’ble Minister. I submit that is ])ermissil)le in so far it asks for 
action. Nevertheless it is permissible. T see in the passage of the 
Book, these words appear — “Witliin those lines an explanation can 
be sought regarding the intention of the Government, but not an ex- 
pression of opinion upon matters of policy”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is nothing in May directly opposed t6 
a request for action. Is there anything in May to show that in asking 
a question a request for action is barred? 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND; There is that sentence that they will not give 
an expression of their intended policy. In so far as that expression 
goes, it would be an answer to that request for action. I would submit 
that the question must come within section 24 of our Council Rules 
and Standing Orders as suggested by the Hon’hle Minister, although 
even a question under section 24 may be asked for an intention of the 
Government on the particular point. 
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Pr. ItAOHA KUMUO MOOKERJI: Considering carefully the 
w ording of section 24 of the RuItfS tind Standing Orders I would like to 
suggest that the purpose referred to is not an exclusive purpose. It 
is only a statement of the general scope which may be covered by a 
question so that I would like to interpret it in this way. A question 
may b^ asked for this purpose, but this purpose is not the exclusive 
purpose. Section 28 rules out all those topics which cannot be the 
legitimate subject-matter of a question and this is a request so that 
the President is the sole authority for deciding whether a question is 
admissible or not, and a request for action may be surreptitiously 
brought ill ; under the very sweeping scope given by the general wording 
— intormation on a matter of public concern, a Minister may be 
heckled in such a way as to be driven to divulge his plans under this 
very ‘‘general expression”. So my first contention is that the purpose 
is not tlie exclusive purpose, but limited to the purpose of obtaining 
information. It may imply other purposes and there are other pur- 
poses against the intention of the authors of the Act and these are 
ruled out by the very long list of subjects that are mentioned under 
section 28. Therefore it amounts to this that the President is given 
tlie sole prerogative whether a question can be put in the interest of 
the public good. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: In reply to Mr. Ormond I may say that when a question is 
asked for an expression of opinion the llon^ble the President may disallow 
it under section 28. There is a specific provision to that effect in sub- 
clause (ir) of section 28 of the Rules and Standing Orders which lays 
down that a question must not be asked for an expression of opinion or 
for the solution of a hypothetical proposition. I would ask the Hon^ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy to consider the issue in the light of a hypothetical case 
which is different from the one cited by him : if in the course of answer- 
ing a question, the Hon’ble Home Mini.ster says that in a particular 
place there is an appi'chension of a breach of the peace, will it not be 
in order for a member to put a supplementary question, “will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to desimteh a police force to that place t(^. 
prevent any breach of the peace?” I would certainly admit that 
question. 

Similarly, I think a member should have the right to ask the Home 
Minister or for that matter any Minister to do a certain thing in the light 
of any information which may be in his possession. 

The Hon’lile Mr. EYED NAU8HER ALI: I would like to draw 
your attention to certain things which are already in the rules. In the 
margin to section 24 you will find the subject-matter of questions. So 
section 24 defines the subject-matter of questions. Similarly against 
lA 
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section 28 we find form and contents of questions. That also makes it 
abundantly clear. Now, Sir, an attempt has been made by the Leader of 
the Opposition to explain it in his own way. I may say in reply to him 
that he wants to interpret section 24 to the effect that for the purpose of 
obtaining information you can, in the form of an illustration, put in 
anything else; you can bring in whatever you like. If that is so, this 
section will be absolutely redundant and unnecessary. So according to 
the ordinary rule of interpretation when you have got to take the two 
together and to consider the two together you have to see that they do 
not conflict. If I may draw your attention to section 35 of the Rules 
and Standing Orders, it says that any member may put a supplementary 
.question for the purpose of further elucidating any matter of fact 
regarding which an answer has been given, provided that the President 
shall disallow any supplementary question, if, in his opinion, it infringes 
the rules as to the subject-matter of questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The primary object of a question is to elicit 
information but a further question arises as to whether it gives some other 
supplementary right also. I want the tfovernment to meet the views 
of Mr. Campion, who has had a long experience of the British Parlia- 
mentary practice and who was subsequently a Clerk of the House of 
Commons and has always been a(‘cep1ed to be one of the best authori- 
ties of the rules of procedure of parliamentary institutions. Our rules 
are often found to have been copied and adapted from the proceeding's 
and precedents of the British House of Commons and so I would hesi- 
tate to differ from Campion when it is definitely stated that the pur- 
poses of interpellations are jirimarily for eliciting information and aho 
to press for action 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI : But, Sir, press for action 
is quite a different thing. By putting a sii])i)h‘inentary question you 
can elicit the fact, and compel a Minister to take a certain course of 
action. There is no doubt that when an hon’ble member puts a question 
he puts that question with a certain object and that object is to bring out 
certain facts. But the whole object of putting a queslion by a member 
is that the Minister may be pressed for certain statement of facts being 
made public so that by pressure of public opinion the Ministry maj' be 
compelled to take a certain course of action. But that does not give the 
authority to ask questions as to what I am going to do. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: In reply to what Sir 
Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury has said, I submit that the reason why 
it is not permissible to us in a question to make a request for action is 
that it is impossible for a MinivSter to supply the reasons why they 
cannot take the action. They are placed in an impossible position 
Bometimes because when you are answering you have to say either yes 
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or no but you cannot argue the point. Sometimes a reply by a Minister 
niay mislead the House, for instance, in reply to a question whether a 
police force should be sent immediately to a place if there is an apprehen* 
sion of a breach of the peace — a request for action — he may say no. He 
cannot argue in that connection and say if there is a riot, the entire police 
force availabe will have to be sent there. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: But by a question a Minister cannot be com- 
pelled to take action nor even to answer it. lie can say that it is against 
the public policy to answer the particular question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You cannot always say 
that it is against the public jiolicy and it is not fair to ask a Minister to 
reply to a question which he cannot explain to the House, — it is not a 
question of public ])olicy but the point is that he cannot always give any 
reasons. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But in that case you can simply say that for 
the reasons of the Siate you cannot disclose ii. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 was referring to an 
example, I say again by way of explanation that I cannot send the police 
force there because the police is elsew^herc engaged. Supposing a 
member suggests that a particular area should be irrigated and requests 
the Minister to take up an irrigation s(;heme in Biirdwaii, the Minister 
may have many reasons not io give out the matter and so he cannot give 
a proper answer to such a question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, we have always 
answered questions like this — ^does the Minister or do the Government 
consider it desirable or is it in the contemplation of Government to do 
such and such a thing’. This is a question wdiich \ submit is perfectly 
in order because here the (luestion that is put is in regard to certain state 
of things and the statement of facts whictli ultimat(dy means taking 
action. It is not a question whether Government are going to do certain 
things. To take action and to contemplate to do something are quite 
different matters. On the other hand if a question be like thi.s — will the 
Government do this, etc. — I submit most respectfully that that would 
not be in order. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: If section 
24 precluded everything else except information, I submit that section 
28(tr) would be redundant. If it had been the intention to preclude a 
request for action, I submit that side by side with sub-section (iv) of 
section 28 you should have found something like that in the rules. 
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Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Even if it is a request for 
action^ I submit it is not obligatory on the part of Ministers to carry out 
that action. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question has now been discussed sufficient- 
ly. In view of the fact that the House has already appointed a committee 
to frame its rules and also of the fact that under the present Constitution 
the House is the master of making its own rules, I think the subject has 
lost much of its importance. Soon it will be the duty of the House to 
decide the matter as they like. The question has been argued fully on 
behalf of the Government. I should like to draw their attention to one 
of the remarks of Sir Frederick Wliite made on the 5th September, 1921, 
when he says ihat the “right of questioning Government is one of the 
most valuable rights which parliaments possess. The practice of it varies 
in different countries and in the evolution of Indian procedure we have 
not yet reached finality. Nor would it appear, that ai)art from the 
form of procedure, the true scope of the j)arlianientarv question is fully 
understood. A question is a demand for information. It may sometimes 
be used for a purpose beyond tliat simple request; but, if it is so used, 
it must be used with care; for, it is obvious that a point soon arrives 
where the cross-examination of a Minister becomes debate and thus 
passes beyond the bounds of order.” So 1 find that even a Parliamen- 
tarian of Sir Frederick White’s eminence maintains that questions 
apart from merely eliciting information may b(‘ utilised in other ways. 

I find that Campion also specifically says that in British Parliamentary 
practice it is allowed. So the object of a (piestion is to obtain informa- 
tion or press for action. I have carefully gone through May’s Parlia- 
mentary Pniictice and as a matter of fact I find that all the different 
items til at aie included in section 28 as regards questions, have been 
picked ii]) from the precedents of the British Parliamentary practice. 
Our rules enjoin that a question must satisfy certain conditions; so I hold 
that in putting a question the objecd need not be confined merely to 
eliciting information but that more latitude should be given for putting 
pressure for a request for action. However, as I have said before, the 
House will make its rules very soon on this subject and in the meantime 
I give my ruling that in asking a question, request for action is not 
barred . 


Health of the Students of Bengal. 

M. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the physical health of the students of 
Bengal is gradually deteriorating? 

(h) Whether it is a fact want of regular exercise is one of the reasons 
for this deterioration? 
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(c) If so, is the Hon^ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

(?) introducing a post of compulsory physical instructor in aided 
as well as in Government schools ; and 

(ii) bearing three- fourths of the expenditure on this score ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
MINISTER in Charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT): (a) and (h) 

yes. 

(c) (?) Government are considering the desirability of providing a 
post of qualified physical instructor in every Government high school. 

As regards aided schools it is a matter for the managing committee of 
individual schools to decide the question of the appointment of qualified 
physical instructors. 

(ii) Funds permitting, Government will be prepared to give grants 
towards the cost of the entertainment of qualified physical instructors 
in aided schools, but it cannot be said at this stage whether the grant 
will be three-fourths or any fixed part of the expenditure in every case. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: With reference 
to answers (a) and (h), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what other reasons theie are for this deterioration in healtlj ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: J am not aware, 
Sir, of any otlier reason, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it is always dittieiilt for an Hon’ble 
Minister wlio is not the Minister in charge of the particular department 
to reply to a supplementary question in the absence of the Minister 
who is actually in charge of the departnnmt to which the question 
relates. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I beg to submit, 
Sir, that in this case I have answered the hon’hle member’s supple- 
mentary question. His question was whether want of regular exercise 
was one of the reasons for the deterioration . of the health of the 
students, and I have answered in the affirmative. There might be 
other reasons in the mind of the Hon'ble Education Ministei* — I can- 
not say. Notliing else is on the file. 

Rai KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the opinion which the 
Government have formed regarding this deterioration of health of the 
students is based on a physical examination of the students by medical 
experts? 


The Hofi’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Yes. 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: May 1 rise OD 
a point of information, Sir? We noticed yesterday tliat when import- 
ant questions were being asked one Hon’ble Minister in charge of thf 
department concerned was absent. In the absence of the Hon’bh 
Minister in charge, I submit, Sir, it is very difficult for any other 
Minister to answer supplementary questions. And in this way 
members of this House are deprived of material information on material 
points. May I, through you, request, the Hon’ble Minister to put oft 
answering such questions till a subsequent date on which the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge will be able to be present in the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We find that Ministers are generally 
present, so 50U cannot complain much about it, up till now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, I protest 
against the way in which the hon’ble member has brought this matter 
to your notice, because as a matter of fact I have given answers to the 
questions that he has put. After all. Sir, we are human beings. We 
may sometimes be physically incapable of attending this House or the 
other House. My colleague, the Hon’ble Education Minister, is 
very ill to-day, and that is wliy he could not attend to-day’s sitting of 
this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, Bai Bahadur, Ministers do generally 
attend. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: My suggestion 
was simply to put oft such questions to a subsequent date. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: That is a matter 
for you to decide. Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. 
Sir. Definite replies have been given to the hon’ble member’s supple- 
mentary questions. If he has not been able to put intelligent ques- 
tions, the fault does not lie with the Treasury Bench. 


Village Chaukidars, 

67. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state wl) ether it is a fact, that the village chaukidars in Bengal are 
employed to perform similar duty as other policemen in maintaining 
pe' ce and order in rural areas? 
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(b) What is the policy of Government in excluding these village 
chaukidars from Government paj^ment and other privileges which are 
enjoyed by the Government menial servants? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of utilising 
the tax which is now imposed upon the people for the maintenance 
of village chaukidars for primary education for the village folk? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NazimucMin): (d?) The duties of the village chaukidars 
are laid down in section 39 of the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, and in 
6e(‘tion 23 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, while 
those of the police are laid down in sections 23, 25, 31 and 44 of the 
j^olioe Act, 1861. 

(h) Chaukidars are servants of the village community and Govern- 
ment consider that they should remain as such and that any attempt 
to make tliem full-time or even part-time Government servants will be 
inexpedient, as apart from any other consideration fresh taxation will 
be necessary to meet the cost of their maintenance amounting to over 
Rs. 54 lakhs per annum. 

(c) No such proposal is under consideration. 

Mr, RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURYS Sir, considering that 
these chaukidars are absolutely untrained men, do not Government 
think it desirable to give them some sort of training so as to enable 
them to carry on their work better? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I inquire, Sir, 
what kind of training is meant by the hon’ble member? I cannot 
understand him. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: More or less on the basis 

of the training received by the police. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I am glad to hear. 
Sir, tl;e hon’ble member appreciates the training that the police 
receives. This is a matter which Government are prepared to (‘onsider, 
but I am afraid it would entail an enormous expenditure. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge be pleased to tell us whether it is a fact that after 
paying this amount of 54 lakhs as the cost of maintenance of the 
chaukidari^ there is left barely the sum of 5 lakhs for running the 
whole administration and working of the union boards? 
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The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid, Sir, the 
hon’ble member is not correct as regards the amount that is left over 
after defraying the (‘osi of the chmikidars, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Shall I be correct, Sir, 
when I say that ihe average taxation of each union comes below 
Rs. 1,500 and that the chaukidarn and dafadars absorb between them- 
selves something in the neighbourhood of Rs. 1,200 to Rs. 1,250 per 
year ? 

The Hon’ble Khivaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, that this 
question does not arise out of the original (luestioii. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Is the Hon ble 

Minister aware that two-thirds of the income of a union board is 
consumed by the village chmikidars and dnfadnrs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will (jovernment consider 
the (|uestion of giving some contribution to the union boards to pay the 
chaukidars as they really aie doing some police work also? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think, Sir, 
that it is a piactical juojjosition at tlie })resent moment. 


Provincial Co-operative Bank. 

68. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (o) Will 
the HonTde Minister in cliarge of the Co-operative C-redit and Rural 
Indebtedness l}e]>artnient be pleased to state whether it is a fa< t that 
the Rengal Provincial (\)-o})cu*ative Rank has decided not to reduce the 
rate of interest in the (‘ases of those (‘entral banks whose current interest 
and the part of the interest in arrears are not paid ojf ? 

{b) Is it a fa(‘t that neither the central banks nor the village societies 
are receiving any benefit out of tlie fund of Rs. 2 lakhs per annum 
advanced by the (loverninent to the Provincial Bank as a result of the 
making of such condition by the Provincial Bank? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes. 

{h) No. As a result of Government subvention of Rs. 2 lakhs per 
annum to the Provincial Bank as many as 53 central banks out of 82 
central banks indebted to the Provincial Bank have this jear availed 
themselves of the benefit of reduced rate of interest at 5 per cent, and 
passed on the benefit to their affiliated societies by reducing their lend- 
ing rate to these societies. 
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Electricity Licences. 

69. Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in eliarge of tlie Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) the reasons for the introduction of the system of granting of 
licences, certificates of competency and permits to electrical 
workmen under sub-rule (1), rule 40-A of the Indian Elec- 
tricity Rules, 1922 ; 

(h) whether before the introduction of the rules, a satisfactory 
survey was made about the number of electrical engineers, 
contractors, supervisors and workmen engaged in the trade 
in the area where the rules have, by previous notification 
been made operative, and, if so, will he please lay the result 
of the survey on the table ; 

(c) if the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, who made the survey; 

and 

(d) whether due regard was paid to the facts that the immediate 

introduction of the rules would — 

(?) be instrumental in throwing a large body of mtm interest- 
ed and engaged in the trade into instantaneous unem- 
ploj^ment; and 

(/?) retard the healtliy development of small industries in 
the province;' 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) The system of 
granting licences, certificates of competency and permits to e](M*trical 
contractors, supervisors and workmen was introduced with a view to 
reducing the number of accidents <lue to faulty and bad electrical 
installation work carried out by untrained or partially trained inisfrijs 
and contractors without adequate apparatus and incapable of proper 
supervision. 

(h) No such survey was made as it was not considered necessary 
to do so. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) No. It was envisaged that there would be some adjustment 
necessary ; hence ample notice was given before the rules were brought 
into force in order to enable competent contractors, supervisors and 
workmen to take out the necessary licence, certificate of competency or 
permit. Others not too competent mij?ht be suitable if working under 
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proper supervision and it is expected that they will be absorbed into the 
firms of contractors who have satisfied the Board as to their ability and 
obtained licences. 

{ii) No. On the other hand it is possible that the smaller indus- 
tries will be benefited owing to efficient electrical installation work. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please stale if there was an examination held to find out in 
order to satisfy Government that those who had got licences are really 
- experts in the line or qualified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does the hon’ble 
member mean an examination to satisfy Government that those who 
have got licences, etc., etc.? That is provided for under the rules. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: How is it that no 
examination is necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: To which licence does 
the hon’ble member refer? 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: I refer to electrical 
contractors’ licences. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, the electrical 
contractors do not have to api)ear at any examination for their licence, 
but they have to satisfj^ certain requirements. 


8ilk Industry of Murshidabad, 

70. Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment aware that the silk industry is one of the renowned industries of 
the districts of Murshidabad and Malda and that many people lived on 
this industry and that the industry is now dying? 

(h) If the answer to {a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) what action the Government is going to take for the revival of 
the industry; and 

^ {ii) whether any scheme for the improvement of the industry is in 
contemplation ? 
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(o) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the foreign and artificial silk is gradually taking the place 
of Murshidabad silk ; and 


(it) that unless some check be put on the import of these foreign 
and artificial silks by duty, propaganda and other means, it 
will be impossible to revive the industry? 


(d) It so, has the Department of Industries, Bengal, inquired how 
they could improve their silk industry and taken advice as to what 
kind of State help is necessary in our Province? 

(e) Have the Government given any grant during the last three 
years to any person or company for the betterment and welfare of the 
silk industiy? 

(/) If so, has any en(]uiry been made subsequently, how that money 
was utilised ? 

{(/) Do the Government propose to sanction grant to even small 
dealers more liberally for the cause of silk industry? 


MINISTER in charge cf the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(h) In addition to the existing organisations for the development of 
the sericulture industry Government have provided funds for introduc- 
tion of better methods of silk reeling and its marketing; the improve- 
ment of the reeling side of the industry is expected to be brought about 
by the establishment of an up-to-date Silk Heeling Institute and Silk 
Keeling Demonstration Parties and the marketing side by the estab- 
lisliment of a Conditioning House for raw silk and silk fabrics. Over 
and above these, increased production of disease-free seed cocoons and 
biological researches of silkworms and botanical researches of mulberry 
plants are in progress, and the positive results of the re,search(‘s will 
be brought to the notice of the rearers in due course. Production of 
cellular seed cocoons is also being encouraged by grant of rewards to 
village rearers. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Schemes already initiated and proposed to be initiated have 
been so formulated as to ensure the improvement and development of 
the silk industry on sound lines. 

(e) and (/) A statement furnishing the information asked for is laid 
on the table. 

(ff) It is open to bo?ia fide dealers to avail themselves of the facilities 
ofiered through the Bengal State Aid to Industries Act and the Indus- 
trial Credit Syndicate Limited in this direction. 
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Twists and Copyists# 

71 . Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departments be pleased to state 
vh^ther it is a fact — 

(a) that the typists and copyists attached to the various public 

offices are remunerated on the folio system ; 

(b) that they have to copy efficiently, legibly and with reasonable 

despatch from originals which are often illegible and require 
much time for deciphering; 

(c) that they have to spend a great deal of lime in going to diherent 

Sheristas to bring and return tlie originals and sit with the 
comparing clerks for comparing copies, punching court-fees 
and pressing seal marks ; 

(d) that they have been found efficient and prompt in discharging 

their responsible duties in spite of these disadvantages; 

(e) that the duties which they have to i>erform daily are manifold, 

arduous and full of responsibility; 

</) that the remuneration i)aid to them on the folio system is 
uncertain and inadequate; 

ig) that formerly recruitment to the ministerial staff used to be 
made from these typists and copyists; 

(h) that the ministerial staff recruited in this manner was found 

efficient, dependable and dutiful; 

(i) that sucli recruitment has now been stopped; 

(j) that these typists and copyists are required to attend and 

leave office punctually and regularly like all other paid 
officers ; 

(/»') that judicial offictus, ministerial officeis and even peons get 
pay for vacation period, leave j>eriod, and sickness period; 

(1) that these typists and coypists get no vacation allowance, leave 
allowance or sickness allowance; 

(rn) that these typists and copyists get no travelling allowance even 
when they are transferred from one station to another; 

(n) that process-servers are paid salaries out of the income of pro- 

cess fees derived from parties in suits; 

(o) that the income derived from the copying depaitmeiit by the 

sale of folios, court-fees, searching fees, stamps for certified 
copies, expenditure fees, searching fees, and fees for copy- 
ing maps, etc., is sufficient for the purpose of organising 
the typists and copyists into a salaried service; 
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{p) that the necessity of including the^ typists and copyists in u 
regular establishment has been felt by the Government 
themselves; and 

{q) that no gratuity, pension or allowance is paid to these typists 
and copyists in cases of disablement, sickness or. death? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): {a) Yes. 

{h) to {(I) The functions and duties of the copyists and typists are 
prescribed by rules of High Court Civil E-ules and Orders. The copy- 
ists and typisis have not to comjiare copies, punch court-fees or affix 
seal marks. 

(c) and (/) These are matters of opinion. 

(g) to (i) I have no information; there is nothing to prevent a 
typist or a copyist who is otherwise qualified from being recruited to 
the ministerial staff. 

(;) to (Z) Yes. 

(m) Transfers are very rare, but if transferred under the orders 
of a District Judge a copyist or typist can draw travelling allowance. 

(p) No. 

(q) No. A provident fund lias been established for them in which 
the Govcuninent conlribulion is 4 per cent, of the subscribers’ 
emoluments. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: 'VVilli icgard to the joint answer given 
to questions (c) and (/), may 1 request tln^ Hon’ble Minister to state 
how he can say that tliis remuneration, paid to them on a folio system, 
being uncertain or not is a matter of opinion? It must be either 
certain or uncertain. There cannot be any matter of opinion with 
regard to that. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The answer is quite clear. Sir. I have nothing more to add. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: May I inquire how can uncertainty or 
certainty be a matter of opinion ? 

The Hm’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is an argument, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With reference to answer to (g) to {i), 
the Hon’ble Minister states that he had no information. Will he be 
pleased to state why there is no information? Is it the case that there 
is no information because no inquiry has been made? 
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The Mmi’ble Namiab HJJSHARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Because I am not aware of ft. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My question is: Is the Hon’ble 

Minister not aware because lie has made no inquiries, or is he not 
aware of the fact whether he made an inquiry or not? 

The Hcm’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Tin's might have been the cast* some years ago, but it is a mailer of 

ancient history now as my friend by my side prompts me to say. At 

present the things are as I have stated. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. May 1 request, Sir, the Hon’ble 

Minister to delve into ancient history and find out the answer? 

(No reply.) 


Scope of Section 64 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I beg to move 

that the Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937, he taken into considera- 
tion. 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: On a point of 
order, Sir. Is the Hon’ble Minisler entitled lo move for consideration 
of the bill in as much as he is not a member of the House who is 
authorised to act on behalf of Government. Under section 82 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council liulcs and Standing Orders it does not 
appear that any member who has been authorised on behalf of the 
Government has given notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 understand that the notice has been received 
and the Secretary read it out. It is in the proceedings. 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: Is a Minister 
a member of the House under section 68 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I take it that you have been satisfied so 
iar as notice is concerned. 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: Under section 
32 of the Bengal Legislative Council Hules and Standing Orders giving 
of notice is a condition precedent to the motion for consideration of 
this House. A Minister cannot move unless there is a valid notice to 
that eiect. 
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Mr. PRiSIOENT: I have already told you that notice hag been 
.given . 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May I have your permission to 
submit a point of order on the moti/j^ before the House? The point of 
order that I raise concerns the right of a Minister who is nof a member 
of the House, to move the bills for (jonsideration. Section 64 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, gives the right to a non-rneinber 
Minister “to speak in and otherwise take part in the proceedings^\ My 
submission is that a major function like that of moving or introducing 
a bill cannot be covered by the phrase *Hake part in the proceedings”. 
Besides, if the order of enumeration of different functions Is determined 
by the order of their precedence (as is done in Sanskrit, under the rule.'^ 
of Panini and I suppose also in English language) and the right given 
to a non-member Minister ‘‘to take part in the proceedings of tln' 
House’’ must be considered to be a very minor right and subsidiary to 
his chief right “to speak in this House.” He is not given the full right 
of membership of this House. There is a line of division between rights 
of members and those of non-members who should not be able to 
initiate the proceedings of this House. vSuch as a motion for introduc- 
tion of a bill is a right that is confined only to members. Again, “to 
take part in the proceedings” is to take part in the midst of tlie proc eed- 
ings by way of giving information, or raising points of order, putting 
questions and the like. In my humble o})inion, any rules that may be 
made to solve tlie difficulty, 1 have raised, should not over-ride the 
statute. In section 84 (1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, I 
agree that the Governor has been given special power in view of certain 
emergencies that may arise. But even there he cannot over-ride the 
clearest provisioius of the statute. 

My further doubt is whether the provision in section 82 (3) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, has been conformed to in the present 
case : otherwise the motion cannot be considered by the House. To 
make my imsition clear, I repeat tliat my first objection is that under 
section 64 of the Act a non-member Minister, although he can take part 
in the proceedings, cannot initiate them. The right “to speak” is a 
major right which has been conferred upon the Minister and a minoi 
right is “to take part in the proceedings" such as the putting of ques- 
tions, moving a motion for closure or giving further information. It 
cannot be construed or misconstrued or magnified as a major right to 
introduce a bill, a right which belongs to a member only. 


Mf. PRESIDENT: So far as the question of initiation is concerned; 
don’t you think that the Hon’ble Minister initiated it when gave 
notice the other day? 
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Dr. RADHA KUMUO MOOKERJI: I do not kuo^ tn what form 
[ie gave the notice hut I am questioning his power to give notice. M\ 
point is that a member can give a notice but a non -member (annot 
i laim either ecjual or better rights. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then your ])resent point is that a non-member 
>hnul(l not be allowed to move this motion. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The rights of non-membei 
Ministers are carefully defined and are limited to “speaking^^ here. 
To be more precise, first he i.s entitled to sit, and secondly he is entitled 
to ‘ipeak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why do you object to his speaking in? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Bei 'ause this major right of 
moving a bill should have Ibeen mentioned. But the section provides 
that he lias a right “to speak in, and otherwise take part in the iiroceed- 
iiigs ” which are very minor rights and cannot be construed into major 
rights which only’ the members have. This anomaly’ is a serious inroad 
(»ii the Act. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In parliamentary 
language is there such a Uiing as a major riglit and a minor right? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The section enumerates the 
riglit of a Minister. He can speak in and otlierwise take ])art in the 
proceedings. 

Mr. PREaiDENT: You mean to say’ that he has the right of speak- 
ing in and otlierwise taking part in tlie jiroceedings but he cannot 
move ? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Exactly 

Tha Hoil’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Are we to understand 
that speaking in a major kejf is not allowed but siieaking in a minor heij 
is allowed and that anything which is in a major way is not allowed 

a Minister? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. President, Sii, I .submit that 
section 64. of the Government of India Act, 1935, does not impose any 
limitation which the hon^ble Leader of the Opposition claims. The 
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sectiGn says thSt erery Minister has a “right speak in and otherwise 
take part in the proceedings”. The argument of the Leader of tlie 
Opposition that the passage ‘‘otherwise take part in the proceedings” 
is subject and subordinate to the “‘right to speak,” does not hold water. 
The word “and” gives an additional and not a subordinate right. It 
is also likely clear that these two conditions are cumulative and must be 
read together and reading them together it would be found that between 
them they provide for all kinds of activities in the Council except the 
qualification that they do not confer any right to vote. The rights 
conferred by section 64 of the Act have been elaborated in the Rules 
and Standing Orders. Pending the framing of the rules by this House, 
the Governor has been given the power to frame rules for the inter- 
mediate period. The Governor has made these rules, which are 
modifications and adaptations from the old rules, and these rules will 
now govern the discussions to-day. It will be found that section 82 of 
the Rules and Standing Orders says that there may be a motion by any 
member. “At any time after copies have been laid on the table, any 
member acting on behalf of the Government in the case of a Govern- 
ment Bill”, may give notice of his intention that the Bill be taken into 
consideration.” The right is given to any member — not to a member 
but to ‘any’ member. Any ‘member’ may therefore move the motion. 
The next question is whether a Minister who is a member of the othei 
House is a “member” within the meaning of the rule. I submit that 
when this point was raised in this House some time ago there were some 
omissions and anomalies which were fully discussed by me at the time. 
The anomalies were thereafter removed by His Excellency the 
Governor under section 82 {S) of the Act to make the rules more con- 
sistent with the Act. The definition of the word “member” has been 
substantially amended. Before the amendment a “member” meant, 
merely a “member of the Council.” But by the amendment li 
“member” now means a member of the Council “and except in the 
Rules and Standing Orders hereinafter mentioned, includes a person 
referred to in section 04 of the Act” and then follow the exceptions 
which are not relevant for our present purposes. You will be pleased 
to find that the word “member” occuis in section 82 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders. This section does not fall within the said exceptions. 
The exceptions to the definition are rules 3, 4, 5 and 51 and 

Standing Orders 3, 6 and 60. These exceptions are totally inapplicable 
to the matter under consideration. There is no question, therel^ire, 
that if we can regard this definition as legal and binding, the Minister 
is a “member” within the meaning of section 82 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders and has the right to make the motion. The ci*ux of 
the question, therefore, is whether this further adaptation or modifica- 
tion of the definition by His Excellency the Governor is ult>ra vires^ 
The only condition or limitation laid down by the Act on the Gove]:9lpr^s 
powers is that the Rules and Standing Orders framed or adapted bj^ him 
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must ‘‘consistent’’ witli tlie Act. They need not ioUow as logical 
cor/oluries from the Act but most be merely consistent with the same. 
The Act is very Avide and sweeping in its term, viz., “Speak in and 
otherwise take part in the proceedings.” The question is whether the 
Ministers are properly included in the definition of “member” in the 
TIules and Standing Orders and whether the amended definition 
contravenes section 64 of the Act. I submit it does not contravene 
either the letter or the spirit of the section and is clearly “consistent” 
Avith the section. I submit for all these reasons that His Excellency 
the Governor has the jurisdiction and the right to frame the rules pend- 
ing the same being framed by this House. I therefore submit that the 
Minister is clearly a “member” within the meaning of the Council 
Kules and Standing Orders. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, Of 
Santosh: To-day, Sir, I should like you to be on your guard, if I may 
say so, before you give your ruling to take one fact into yoiii coiisidera- 
lion. In this section 64 of the Government of India Act, ]9»35, some 
privileges, some rights have been given to the Advocate-General and 
the Hon’ble Ministers. Now if you hold that the Ministers are able to 
initiate any particular movement in this House beyond speaking and 
beyond participating in its proceedings, the same privilege and the 
‘^ame right, I am afraid, shall have to be given to the Advocate-General. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May I submit, Sir, that 
under section 64 of the Government of India Act, 1935, no rights have 
been ‘given to the Ministers or the Advocate-General to initiate any 
motion or any bill. They cap speak, they can do all t)ther things but 
they cannot initiate any motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Pal Choudhury, Avhat is the significance of 
“take i)art in the proceedings”? 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; My submission is that they 
(an take part in the proceedings that are already existing and have 
been initiated but it is not clear in this section whether they can 
initiate any motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Supposing, as you say, only members can takf^ 
p^t in the proceedings, will you disallow members to initiate a motion? 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: We have got other privileges; 
#€ ate entitled to initiate matters. 
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MCk PRESIDENT: Your point is that non-member Ministers can 
take part in the proceed iiijfrs when a member has already initiated a 
motion, but, for instance, how will you interpret if it is stated in a 
company meeting that only fully paid-up shareholders would take part 
in the proceedings? Will you debar them from moving any 
resolution? 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: I submit, Sir, that we are 
in a different status here from the shareholders of a company. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh at do you mean by ‘Iby taking part’’? You 
say it does not include the power of moving. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: It is only mere discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that is covered by the words “speak in’’. 
What is the significance of adding the woids “and otherwise take part 
in”? 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Tlmy < an ( all for division, 
they can support or o])j>OvSe any motion but it is not clear that they can 
initiate any motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Tin Leader of 
the ( )])i)()sitioii has conceded us the right of speaking hut we shall not be 
able to utter the wojds “I beg to move this resolution for your con- 
sidel-ation”. In speaking also we shall be debarred from uttering 
certain words — there will be a ban on uttering certain words. In his 
poi]i< of order he is challenging yoiu- ruling which you gave day 
before yesterday that proceedings mean when a meeting assembles and 
we begin to function, tbut is the proceedings — and in (*very stage we 
can take part in that, and you have allowed this for tlie last one 
month. I have introduced the budget, I have given notice of this 
Bill, I have moved motion regarding the Rules Making Committee, 
we have reitlied to questions. 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I point out for the 

delectation of the Maharaja of Santosh. Apparently the reason why 
he referred to the Advocated reiieral being on the same footing as the 
Ministers was that he con.siders it beyond the bounds of possibility 
^that the Advocate-General may he called upon to initiate legislation 
whereas it is within the bounds of possibility that the Ministers are 
allowed to initiate legislation. Thai can only be the reason why he is 
trying to show that it is ratlier a preposterous thing that the Advoca^- 
General should be on the same fooling as the Ministers. The position 
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this that if the Ailvooate-General is called upon by the Ministers to- 
initiate legislation and the Advocate-General is good enough to accept 
tiie task of initiating the legislation there is nothing in the Act which 
t an prevent him from doing so. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: The question is not that if the Ministry call him but it is 
whether he has the right under the Statute to come and initiate. That 
was the point in the mind of the Leader of the Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Of course the position 
of the Advocate-General is different. The rules are more or less 
(ircuin scribed by other i>ortions of the Act. He can only do those other 

things which he is called uiwn to do under the Act and no more. 

Maharaja 8ir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: T object to tlie line of demarcation being drawn. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, tliis ({uestion was disctissed threadbare 
by eminent lawyers, the hon'ble members of this House sometime ago 
and I said on that occasion that section 64 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, is an enabling section and an enabling section cannot b© 
exhaustive. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wliat do you mean by enabling s(H‘tion? 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: I say enabling section because the Ministers 
is not permitted to vote but he is given all other jmwers just like any 
otJier member. It is covered by the words ‘‘speak in and otherwise 
take part in.” It is not defined what are the |X)wer.s to be given 
i)ecause it is not possible to define what |)owers they are to be given 
but only tlu* lestiiction which lias been givcTi is that they are not to 
vote. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kader llaksh, 1 wcnild like to ask the 
question why it has m t been stated that tlu' Ministers would be < x- 
officio members of both the Hmises without the right of vote in the 
Lpper House. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: It practically savs so that they have been 
nven all the rights but it is not possibh' tr) define them save* and except 
putting in a section like this which may be called an enabling section, 
restricting only that they are not entitled to vote. No (dher disabili- 
ties have been put uix)n them. Again the rules which have been made 
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*ouiy >*recently by His Excellency have to be taken into consideration 
and we have to decide whether those rules confoim to the section under 
^ the Act or they would be ultra vires. 

hon'ble friend Mr. Hanaidul Huq CJhowdhury in reference to 
section 82 has said the word ‘‘members^’ is to be applied also to the 
Ministers. They are also members for the purpose of this section. 
They may not be members with regard to some other section. 8o far 
as this section is concerned only the rights have been restricted but 
with regard to others they are as gofxl members as any other member', 
of this House. That is my jxiint. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: 1 tliink Mr. Kader Ibiksli and the Maharaja oi 
Santosli liave made the point that under the adajdations in the Rules 
and Standing Orders of the Jf3th August 1037, the Ministers have been 
given the status of members with certain restriction. Dr. Mookerji, 
have you anything to say on that point. 

Dfi RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On this iK)int 1 have already 
stated that rules have certain limits within which they are i>erinitted 
and if a lule goes against the Statute I think that kind of rule cannot 
have any application. My t>oint is that a Statute must be fairly and 
proj^erly interpreted without much play of imagination in order to be 
able to solve the practical difficulties (aeuted by Ministers on some 
wrong decision they have taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then your argument is that the rules promul- 
gated on the 13th August by His Excellency the (xovernor would have 
no effect as they an* ultra rtres of the provisions of the (Toverninent ol 
India Act, 1935, 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Perhaps I cannot say that 
because I am precluded from discussing the Governor. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I only like to know whether it is your conten- 
tion that the rules fanned on the 13th August are ultra vires. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I consider that the rules should 
have no effect because they override section 64 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, I should like to hear what any other 
member lias got to say on this particular issue. The Leader of the 
Opposition contends that the rules promulgated on the 13th August, 1937, 
are null and void as they go against section 64 of the Government of 
India, Act, 1935. 
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Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I also quite exhaust^ed^^^ 
iiivself on the last occasion on the distinction between initiation of 
proceedings and taking part in the pr(X*eedings. 1 do not like to go 
over the same ground again, but to-day the question now before us is, 
^(M'ording to the statement made by my hon'ble frieml Mr. Naziruddin 
\hniad, that the Governor's rules made on the Idth August made the 
Hon ble Ministers members of this House — whether ex-olti(*io or not that 
(jiiite another matter. Hut my principal objection is on tlm arithme- 
tical ground. This House cannot consist of more than sixty-five 
members, the maximum number of member of this House is ac^cording 
to the Statute sixty-five. We are sixty-three already liere by election 
and bv nomination. No rule of tlie Governor can let in (deven or twelve 
more niemlxis including the Advocate-General, and to that extent the 
Governor's rule is ultra vires because it contravenes the ])rovisions of 
the Government of Imlia Act, lOdo. This is anotbei ]>oint tlrat I wish to 
stale here whether there is room. There would be eleven more seats 
or rather nine more seats to be provided for the Ministers in this House. 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not think that we 
evt 1 ' cmitended that we are members of this House, but we have all 
the rights of members except the right to vote {iiid therefore the argu- 
ments of m\ learned friend who just spoke, do not stand. M df> not 
claim to be members and we refuse to be members of this House. 

Khan Bahadur M. SHAM8UZZ0HA: Sir, in seeing whether the rule 
iuad«* by His Excellency the (iovernor has contravened section til oi the 
Government of India Act, 19-15, we are to iTitPT'j)ret scu-tion 94, and in 
ord(M’ to do that we should not be guided 'by a tendency to curtail the 
rights of Ministers who have been given the right to come in, it not as 
Min inters, as members by virtue of section 04 of the Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The President is not lM)und to hear aiiyljody on 
a ]>()int of order. It was only to help me that T invited hon’hle members 
to express their views on the particular issue. 1 desire you to' speak 
on that definite issue. 

Khan Bahadur M. 8HAM8UZZ0HA: Sir, I am just coming to the 
ixunt. All that section 64 says is that every Minister who is not a 
member of the other House shall l>e able to come in and speak in and 
otherwise take l-’art. In the same section I would invite your atten- 
tion to the words “hut shall not by virtue of the section lx- entitled to 

vote I lay enqdiasis on the words “by virture of the section.*' 

By these words it gives a direct indication that they shall not be entitled 
to vote. If these words were not used, wliai would have been the 
efFect? The effect would lla^e been that it would have l>een easily 
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tnaintainetl tliat the Ministers were entitled to take part in the proce^ii- 
ings ami also entitled to vote. B.nt the curtailment is made by the words 
‘^by virtue of the section.” The implication is but for the words they 
are also entitled to vote. The curtailment is only with regard to vot- 
ing; so they can take part in the proceedings as speakers. It can 
easily be seen that a member may sj>eak, otherwise take part and also 
vote. The only limitation is placed in regard to taking part in voting. 
I would therefore draw your attention to the words “by virture of the 
section”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8AIIICER: Sir, I would like 
to ask you whether you desire to hear what the Advocate-General of 
Bengal, has to say with re^>ard to tliis ))oint. He is here and we may 
call him in. 

Khan Bahaitur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sii, it is past 4-30 p.m. and 
it is the time to adjourn for prayers. As flie Government have been 
generous enougli to let us have tlie House perhaps we caji conti-ioe 
our deliberations till midnight. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should be very glad to hear what the Advocate- 
General has to say after the prayer adjournment. 

The Council now stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayers. 

After A djou rnin en t . 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: Sir, I beg to 
submit that the orders pas.sed % His Excellency the Governor on the 
13th of AugUNt, 1937, are vltra vires. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Jlai Baliadur, what is your point? 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: Sir, my point is 
by the further adaptation the rules of the 13th August have become 
ultra vires, as llis Excellency's powers were already exhausted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it your contention that the power of His 
Excellency the (governor was exhausted w^hen he made the modifications 
and adai>tations of the Eules and Standing Orders, under section 84(3) 
on the 1st Aju’il. 1937? ^ ouj* ])oint is that onc(‘ such modific ations and 

adaptations are made, the tloveTiior had no i-^ght to promulgate further 
adaptations. 

Rui BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: In support of my 
(‘ontention. Sir, I rely on section 293 of the Government of India Act, 
1935, under which he is given the power to make rules on the existing 
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1 ,svs at any time. If yon kindly turn to this section you will see that it 
^ laid down : ^‘His Majesty may by Order in Council to be made at any 
lime after the passing of this Act iirovide that, as from such date aa 
may be specified in the Order, any law in force in British India or in 
;iny part of the British India shall ” 

By this section His Majesty has the x>ower to make laws at any 
time. Further under section 309 ( 2 ) of the Act His ^fajesty has been 
^nven power to revoke or vary any Order previously made. This sub- 
section runs as follows : ‘‘Subject to any ex])ress provision of this Act, 
His Majesty in Council may by a subsequent Order, made in accordance 
with the provisions of the preceding sub-section, revoke or vaiy any 
Order previously made by him in Council under this Act.” Here the 
two sections of the Government of India Act pixivide that His Majesty 
in (Council has the jiower to make any rules and revoke and vary any 
Older previously made according to section 309 (2). 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Do 1 understand you to say that TIis Majesty 
ill r'ouncil alone can revoke and vary the Buies? 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: In this Act the 
Governor has not been given any i>ower to vary or revoke any order* 
He can make Bnles under section 84 ( 3 ) and no other section of the 
A(‘i has given the power io Ilis Excellency to var>" or revoke any power 
wliich ho has already exhausted. That is my contention. Sir. 

The ADVOCATE-GENERAL (Mr. 8. M. Bose): Sir, the question 

before the House is 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Sir, I rise on a point of order* 
Ha.s the Advocafe-Geiieral taken the nece'^-ar\ oalh of allegiance? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On ly the members are required In fake the 
oath. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: My vubmission is that every- 
one who wants to speak here should first take the oath of allegiance. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, un(h‘r section 64 
ot the GoveiTiment o.f India Act, 193o, there is a jijovision for the 
Ministers and the Advocate-General to appeal and speak in this Council. 
But I do not know whether tliere is any jirovision for allowing the Act- 
ing Advocate-General. In all other matters, when there is an appoint- 
ment of the Governor o.r the Governor-General, there Ls always a provi- 
sion made for the Acting Governor or the Acting Governor-General. In 
this connection. Sir, I beg to refer to section 304 of the Government of 
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India Act, 1935 , which says : ‘"Any person appointed by His Majesty to 
act as Governor-General or as the Governor of a Province during the 
absence of the Governor-General or the Governor from India, or during 
any period during which the Governor-General or the Governor is for any 
reason unable to perform the duties of his office, shall during, and in 
respect of, the period while he is so acting have all the powers and 
immunities, and be subject to all the duties of, the Governor-General 
or Governor, as the case may be, and, if he holds any other office, 
shall not act therein or be entitled to the salary and allowances apper- 
taining thereto while he is acting as Governor-General or Governor.’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Cliakraverti, may I refer \ou to section 32 
of the Interpretation Act of 188t) wherein it is laid down that an Act 
passed after the cominencenient r)f this Act imposes a dut^' on the 
holder of an office as such and unless the contrary intention appears, 
the power may be exercised and the duty shall be performed by the 
holder for the time being of the office. Is it not therefore cfirrect that 
the Acting Advocate-General is, for the time being liolding the office 
of the Advocate-General and as such may exercise all his powers? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I may mention. Sir. 
that the appointment of the Advocate-General has not yet been 
gazetted. 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Ves, it has been gazetted. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I want to raise another ])oint 
of order as to wliethei' a person can s])eak in a House of the Legislature 
without the oath of allegiance. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: May I refer Hr. Mookerji to sub-section (1) of 
flection 32 of the Interpretation Act of 1889 where an Act whether 
passed before or after the commencement of tliis Act confers power or 
imposes a duty, tlien, iinless a contrary intention appears, the power 
may be exercised and the duty sliall be performed from tinm to time 
as occasion requires. 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: I submit that in 
the case of His Majesty’s Government power is given to amend or 
revoke an Act but even in this Act the Governor lias not been given any 
specific power. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Before >011 call on the Advocate-General to 
speak may I iiiei|tion in the House one point? This is a point which 
has not been raised so far. It is not on the question whether the 
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lilies made by His Excellency the Governor are ultra vires. It is 
ov the question whether an Hon’ble Minister can move a motion in 
ibis House and whether in moving a motion in this House he comes 
^vithin the terms of speaking in or otherwise taking pait in the proceed- 
ings of this House. 

Jt has been pointed out that the Hoirble Ministers stand on exactly 
tiie same footing as the Advocate-General. T w^ould add this to the 
(3»^ervation that has been made that there is a specific provision under 
section oT {2) of the Government of India Act, 19 - 10 , which relates to 
anotli^r class of person wdio, it is true, is only temporary but at the 
vniiie time is fully given, for the time being, tlie same powers as the 
Ailvocate-tieneral and the same powers as tlie Hon'ble Ministers. I 
am referring to the special case where it appears that the peace and 
tranquility of the province is in danger, and as the section goes on in 
detail, iii those conditions it is imovided that while any sucli direction 
i> in force, the Governor may authorise an official “to speak in and 
otherwise take part in tlie proceedings of the Legislature, and any 
official so authorised may speak and take part accordingly in the pro- 
ceedings of the (diamber or (diambers of the Legislature, any joint 
sitting of the Chambers, and any committee of the Legislature of which 
he may be named a member by the Governor, but shall not be entitled 
to vote.’’ The House will see. Sir, that in that respect, in such (*ir- 
cunistances and in such conditions, for the time being, exactly the 
identical powers are given to an official wdio has been nominated under 
those conditions as have been given to the Hon’ble Ministers and to 
the Advocate-tireneral. i submit for consideration that it cannot be 
ihe intention in framing the Government of India Act, 19-1-'), that such 
a t»ers(>n should be entitled to give notice to the ITonse before the 
juofeedings of tbe House commence of a Motion or, in the same way, 
o{ a bill, wdiicb be intends to move or introduce in the House just 
like any other bon’ble member of the House. Surely the power tem- 
porarily to nominate such an official is not meant to carry the power 
of instituting legislation or motions through that official. Assuming, 
if I may have the temerity to put forwrard my view , that the proceed- 
ing'i of this House commence at a moment when you. Sir, come into 
the House and the mace is placed on the table and continue until you 
leave the House and the mace is removed; everything that happens 
during that period is, in my submivssion, the proceedings and the 
Hon ‘hie Ministers can speak, call for divisions, move motions and do 
everything which anybody on the floor of the House can do. There- 
fore, fhe point which arises is that the original point of order wliich 
was raised fo-day by Dr. Mookerji is not really a point of order, 
because his point was that an Hoirble Minister could not speak as 
moving a motion, but, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in moving the motion 
is necessarily speaking during the proceedings. If there has been a 
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question of any error of procedure, it is a question whether the Hon’hle 
Ministers should be entitled to send in notices of motions to the 
Secretary prior to the session and prior to the debate, that is to say 
before you, Sir, take your Chair and before the mace is placed on the 
table. That may be outside the proceedings of the House. But that 
is another point which does not arise to-day; and is not within the 
point of order raised by Dr. Mookerji. Therefore, I submit that with 
regard to Dr. Mookerji’s point of order you need not take any more 
time, because there is no point of order. 1 am going back to the 
other point which I have made and I would mention it to the Advocate- 
General so that he may consider his position in relation to the equality 
of the position which exists between himself and the Hon’ble Ministers, 
and between a paiiicular official wJio may be nominated in particular 
circumstances under secHon 57 (2) of the Act. If the other cLa'^s of 
officials tue entitled 1o give notice of bills then the Advo('ate-General 
as well as Hon’ble Ministers are also all entitled to give notit^c of bills. 
Jf one of those three clas.ses of i)ersons is not entitled to give notices 
ot bills, then none of them are. I cannot but en)]ihasise howevei that 
Dr. Mookerji’s i)oint of order does loit go as far as that and I respect- 
fully submit that there is no point of order now before the House 
since it is perfectly clear that each of these classes of persons, both 
the Ilon’ble Ministers and the Advocate-General and the particular 
official nominated under section 57 (.2) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, has power to do everything in the Avay of calling for divi- 
sions, moving motions, etc., during the proceedings. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: 1 did refer to the point of 
order wliicli has just been mentioned but you .stated that I must bring 
u]) llie points one by one. Your ruling ]>revented me from raising 
the ])oini of order to which mention has been juade. In view ot tjiat 
may 1 have your iiermission to raise it n(>w!'" 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My first point is this that 1 
want to interpret the wording' of section (>4 in this way. This section 
confers definite rights on non-member Ministers aiid tliese rights are 
eniinieiated in the order of their ])recetlcnce. Wliat comes first must 
have the ])rior right. Now the words “to s]>eak in” cannot conceivably 
be construed or misconstrued to mean tlie riglit to move a resolution. 
The <lefiniti(»n of the woid “motion” is also given in Kules and Stamling 
Grdei’s. “Motion” means a pixipcKsal made by a member for the 
consideration of the CVmncil. So 1 say tliat merely for the Ministers 
to come in and take his seat and then speak in the House cannot 
confer on him this very primary right which members alone enjoy. 
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Mr. ^RESIDENT: But they have the further rigrht to take part 
ill the proceedings. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Then J come to the other 
poii.i, namely, ‘^itherwise take part in the proceedings'*. The OxIonI 
Dictionary might he referred to hy some of the memhers with great 
convenience as to what “otherwise" means. “Otherwise*’ means in 
liny other way than by speaking. By speaking the Ministers cun 
exhaust the possibility of their s])eaking powers and if tlieir oratory 
tails them, they can “to s])eak in, otherwise take ])ai‘t in the pi'oceVd- 
ings of the House” by the metliod of bullying or refusing to give 
answers, calling for closures, and liy resent to those obstructive or 
dilatory tactics of which we have got ample evidence hei'e. I lake my 
stand on the authority of the English language and make bold to say 
that when speaking powers have been exliaiisted you must then think 
liow the persons concerned can otherwise “take part in the proceed- 
ings". Their first right is to come in and speak if they like and then 
tlie\ can “otherwise take part in the proceedings”. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I take it that \ou admit that the words “other- 
wise take ])art in the proceedings” include also tlie light of moving 
a bill. 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: No, it does not. Jf that was 
the intention, it should have been specifically mentioned because it 
is very important. 1 submit “otherwise” mean.s in other ways than 
b> speaking. If the resources of oratory fail them, they may take 
recourse to other ways by moving for closure, raising points of order, 
etc. The third point that I want to make is that “taking part in the 
proceedings” cannot be misconstrued to mean initiating the jiioceed- 
iiig<. T defy any one to prove that the expression “otherwise take 
inirt in the proceedings” can mean taking an initiative in the proceed- 
ings and moving a hill. 

I do not know wliether 1 should make any other point of order. 
As I have already stated even though sweeping powers have been given 
under section 84 {1) (h) of the Act, 1 do not like to conceal my 
armoury. I ask the Advocate-General to consider that, because I am 
trying honestly to solve a constitutional deadlock which is due to an 
original sin perpetrated by some authority. I do not think the consti- 
tution should be twisted and adjusted to suit that sin. I should like 
still to maintain my point that we should not stretch the rules so as 
to override the statutes. I should also like to know whether section 
^82 (3) of the Act has been conformed to in the present case. I should 
also like to see and examine here on the spot the recommendation of 
the Governor to this Legislative Council that the bill may he considered 
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by US before it can be passed. I want documentary evidence that 
GQvernor himself recommends to this House separately that the ImU 
should be considered by us. Then as regards notice, 1 should likt* 
to take my stand on section 38 of the Bengal Legislative Council KuK s 
and Standing Orders. This concerns the question of notice to be giv^ji 
for a motion. The proceedings in which non-member Ministers (an 
take part should be confined to the sittings of this House which can- 
not take cognisance of what may be done outside the House — any 
transactions which do not belong to this House. I do not know wiiut 
kind of notice should be given by non-member Ministers. This 
all that 1 have got to say. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Sir, the question for the consideration of this House 
is whether Ministers and the Advocate-General can take part in the 
proceedings of this Council. The connotation of the words in s<H't ion 
64 of the Government of India Act, 1935, in my submission, make- it 
(juite clear that Ministers have got the right not only to sp^jak in I»ut 
also otherwise to take part in the proceedings, and that ivS a i)aii n[ 
speaking. He can take part in the proceedings. But vhat i 
part can he take in the proceedings besides speaking? Obviou-l\, 
he can move resolutions and he can obviously move amendments. It 
tliat is conceded, cannot he give notice of resolutions? The auswci 
to this question would depend on what meaning you give to the wr i l- 
‘‘Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly’’ and so on. And, in m. 
submission, the answer should be found in the Act itself, for we inii-t 
not confine our attention only to section 64 of the Act, as we ha\e o,)i 
to utilize the words of other sections to explain the meaning of ilic 
words in section 64. Now, Sir, reference has been made to section 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. A Minister has given notice <>t 
ii motion which lias been accepted by the Hon’ble the President. IL 
moves the motion in the House, and the question is when did (he 
proceedings begin in the House? Did it begin in the House wdien lu- 
actually moved the motion or when he gave the notice? Now, Sn, 
look at section 87. The validity of any proceedings in a provirn i d 
legislature shall not In? called into question on the ground of nwy 
alleged iiTegularity of procedure. Notice of motion has been giv<‘ii. 
there has been discussion, and it has been p>assed or rejected. If the 
notice of the motion is not ])art of the proceedings, then somebodv 
could go to the High Court and get a writ of certiorari regarding the 
motion, to ensure its validity. This House will be stultifying itsdf 
if it be held that proceedings do not commen<3e with the notice ot 
motion but at some substM-pient stage. If you state that proceedings 
do commence at a subsequent stage, then all prior proceedings can be 
investigated by the High Court. Its legality can form the subject 
matter of an application by way of a writ of mandamus or a writ of 
certiorari. That is a question for the Government to consider, and it 
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quite obvious that it is not the intention of the Act. Again, look 
at section 86, sub-section ( 2 ) of the Act. If tlie Governor in his 
discretion certifies that the discussion of a bill introduced or proposed 
to be introduced — I stress the words “proposed to be introduced’" — 
in the provincial legislature, or of any specified clause of a bill, or of 
any amendment moved or proposed to a bill, would all'ect the discharge 
of his special responsibility for the prevention of any grave menace 
to the peace or tranquillity of the province or any part thereof, he may, 
ill his discretion, direct that no proceedings, or no further pixioeedings, 
shall be taken in relation to the bill, clause or amendiuent, and so on, 
Now, Sir, supi>osing His Excellency directs that no proceedings are 
to be taken in respect of a bill to be introduced, what meaning is to 
be given to the word ‘"proceedings” ? Obviously, the bill has not been 
introduced in this House, but only notice of it has been given. Hie 
Excellency in the exorcise of his power under section 86 ( 2 ) of the Act 
says that no proceedings are to be taken or nothing further can be 
done. The stage has come when he can exercise his jKiwer under sec- 
tion 86 ( 2 ) of the Act before the bill is introduced. That in my sul>- 

mission gives the clue to the words as used in section 86 ( 2 ) as also 

in section 64 of the Act. Obviously, the notice is a noiice of motion. 

Then, Sir, there is another section which may throw some light not 

exactly on this ix>int, but on section 64. It has been said that the- 

words “otherwise taking part in the proceedings” do not mean moving 
resolutions or things of that kind. If you look at section 66, sub- 
section (2), where another contingency was contemplated, namely: — 

“A Chamber of a Legislature shall have power to act notwithstand- 
ing any vacancy in the membership thereof, and any proceedings in a 
Provincial Legislature shall be valid notwithstanding that it is dis- 
covered subse(|uently that some person who was not entitled so to do 
sat or voted or otherwise took part in the proceedings.” 

How are you going to interpret the words “otherwise take part io 
the proceedings” ? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: But not initiation. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I hear an interruption, Sir, and it is said ^‘not 
initiation”. I submit, Sir, that because the words “otherwise take- 
part, in the proceedings” come last, it is not that they cannot mean 
“initiation.” That, Sir, is not the proper method of ftonstniing this- 
section. We must consider the whole Act while interpreting. “Take- 
part in the proceedings” is a phrase which has been used in several 
sections, and in one section, viz., section 64, it is said “speak in and 
otherwise take part”. In this section the words are “sat or voted or 
otherwise took part in the proceedings”. Here, obviously, the words- 
'"take part in the proceedings” include speaking, although the word 
‘‘speaking” has not been expressly used here. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Will the Advocate-General please explain why. 
if, as he says, taking part includes speaking, the words ‘^speak in’" 
-are used in section 64 along with the words ^‘otherwise take part in*^? 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: For this reason, Sir — that no]) 0 (ly hut a nieinher 
is entitled to speak in the Council or the Assenihlv. First of all, the 
right of s]w»e< li is given to linn, and then it says not only will he have 
the right to sj>f»ak hut he will also have the right to take part in tli^ 
proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I want to know, if the words “take part in the 
proceedings” include speaking, then what was the necessity of ])utting 
the words “speak in” as well as “otherwise to take part in” in section 

€ 4 ? 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: To make it cdear only. First of all, not being a 
^member’, the right of speaking was expressly given to him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you contend that even if the words “si>eak 
in” are omitted, there would he no harmP 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: But it is made expressly clear that, although he 
is not a ‘‘memher’^ he has the right io speak in the Council, — 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOGKERJI: What about the word “other- 
wise” ? 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: The word “otherwise” is merely an addition, and 
if English has any meaning, it means in ways other than sixuiking. 
And it is difficult to imagine what else a memher can do excejit speaking 
or giving notice. 

Now, tlierefore, my Mihmission is that section 64, section G6(lM, 
and the two other sections, S4 and <ST, read together, make the mean- 
ing quite plain that the ^linisters liave g<it the right to initiate pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Ministers as well as the Advpcate-General 
«tand on the same footing, and also any paid official under ceid;ain 
circumstances, under section (u{:2) of the Act, as Mr. Ormond has 
asserted. The Governor may authorise au official to speak and othe*;- 
wise take part in the proceedings. Do you contend that they are all 
on the same footing? 

Mr. S. M. BDSE; Well, where there is an emergency, it may be 
necessary for an official to speak. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You say that only under* special circumstances 
an official can speak in or otherwise take part in the proceedings, but 
that, so far as the Advocate-General and the Ministers are concerned, 
they are absolutely on the same footing. They are not governed by 
^'circumstances’' . 


Mfa 8i Ml BOSE: Yes, Sir. They can take part in the proceedings 
and do everything except that they have not got the right to vote. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUO MOOKERJI: But, Sir, section 57(2) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, cannot come in, because it contem- 
plates the suspension of the legislature and assumption of personal 
^administration by the Governor under an emergency. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Then, Sir, as regards the rule-making powers, 
certain references have been made to the rules. My submissiou is that 
the power or the right to make rules 


Mr. PRESIDENT: While you are on this point, I would refer you 
to one fact which has been stressed by the leader of the Proja Party, 
viz., iliat "8i>eak iu or otherwise take part in tlie proceedings” will 
not include initiation. He makes, however, a difference l)etwe€n 
'^speaking” and “taking part in proceedings.” By “proceedings” 
he means that once a motion is moved, then only the Ministers, etc., 
can take part. That was the contention of Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim . 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: It is difficult to see the difference. Sir, as I 
pointed out, in section 87 of the Government of India Act, 1935, some- 
thing must have begun, and how can proceedings begin unless they 
give notice of motions ? If this contention is correct that you can take 
part in something which has begun, obviously you are taking part in 
the proceedings which have begun. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Some hon’ble members have argued on this 
line that the proceedings are divided into three ]>art8 — initiatit)n, dis- 
cussion, and decision. As regards decision, there is no difficulty, 
because the statute spe(;ifically debars non-member Ministers from exer- 
msing this power. As regards discussion, “speak in and otherwise 
take part” gives them that right. As regards initiation, it is the 
contention of some of the hon’ble members that non-member Ministers 
have not got that right. I have appreciated your argument up to 
this stage, but I would specially draw your attention to this point ih^t 
has been specially stressed. 

18 
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Mr. 2. M. BOSE 8 Now, Sir, that distinction must be based ou some 
ground or other. It is said that ‘ 'proceedings’’ mean three things, 
but J do not know what warrant there is for saying so. If it has got 
three meanings, then you have got to draw a sharp line of distinction. 
Because we all want to know, if a technical interpretation is to be given, 
the point of time at w'hich a mere notice of motion has become pro- 
ceedings of this House, I mean at what precise moment it becomes the 
proceedings of the House. Is it when somebody moves it? Then 
again, I believe, you are wasting your time because the question 
bewmes quite academic. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Since you are here, 1 would like to discuss the 
whole point with you, because it is a matter of great importance. 

Mr. S. Mi. BOSE. I should be very glad to be of assistance to you 
and to the House, Sir. 

I hope, Sir, I am not repeating myself when I say that sections 86 
and 87 give us the clue to the real meaning of the word ‘‘proceedings”. 
Proceedings begin at a certain jwint of time assuming that they are 
sound; otherwise they are not sound so far as the Act is concerned, 
because under section 86(2) of the Government of India Act, 1935, as I 
have already said, His Excellency the Governor can stop proceedings, 
and a question — a very serious question for the House — ^woiild be 
whether proceedings are not initiated until a motion is moved and until 
the whole matter comes on revision to the High (Jourt or under proper 
authority; that, 1 venture 1t> submit, is not the intention of tlie Act, at 
any rate. 

Now, Sir, as regards tiie rule-making powers, it seems to me that if 
power has been given by this Act, rules made under this Act cannot 
take away the power. If I am right in the submissions I have made 
so far, that Ministers have got the right under section 64 of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, 1935, of addressing the House and of initiating 
proceedings, then it becomes quite unnecessary to refer to rules to see 
whether they have got the power under the rules or not. 

Mr. PREBIOENT: While you are on this point, I would like to 
draw your attention to a short point in a Notification of the 13th 
August, 1937, of His Excellency the Governor about some adaptations 
in the Rules and Standing Orders whereby he excludes Ministers from 
exercising certain rights enjoyed by members under eight different 
heads, i.e., a member means a member of the Council and includes a 
person referred to in section 64 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
but who are not to exercise their right at the time of election of the 
President, Deputy President in moving vote of non-confidence in 
Ministers and Presidents and on four other occasions. Here, they are 
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specifically excluded from exercisino: certain rights of members. I think 
I shall be correct in logically conclnding from your argument that tliese 
eight exceptions provided in the Notification of adaptations are ultra 
vires. 

Mfa 8i Ma BOSEs But the definition has the effect of simply 
including the persons referred to in section 64. It perforce excludes 
those who are not iiielude<l in section 64. A member means a member 
of the Council and also includes the persona referred to in section^ 64 
of the Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: i understand you to say that a non-member 
Minister has all the j)owers of a member excepting the power of 
voting. If that is so, he is unconstitutionally excluded from certain 
other rights by the said Notification of the Governor. Your argument 
is that such exclusion will be also ultra vires. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: I confess that I have not had the time to 
consider the rules. 1 take it that you are referring to rules 2, 3, 4, 5, 
49 and 51. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: interpreted by you. a non-member 

Minister has all the rights of memlw'rsliip excepting the right of voting. 
But he has been denied certain rights by the recent Notification of the 
Governor which are enjoyed by the members. Your contention is that 
as an ex-ofiBcio member of this Legislature he is only excluderl from 
the right of voting. If that is a statutory right, Governor by making 
rules, cannot deprive him of any other right than the right of voting. 

Mr. 8. M, BOSE: Except to regulate the matter of procedure. 
That point I have not had time to consider. I was not aware that 
this point was going to Jje raised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 find similar sections in the Dominion 
Legislatures, for example in the South Africa Act section 79 says, 
“the Administrator (of the same status as our Governor) or any other 
member of the Executive Committee (like our Minister) of the province, 
not being members of the Provincial Council, shall have the right to take 
part in the proceedings of the Council, hut shall not have the right to 
vote.” That is my diflacully. They have omitted the words “speak 

in. ” 

I like to hear what you have to say on the legal principle about 
the words “speak in” being interpreted as the generis and “taking 
part in the proceedings” being of the same kind or of the same genus. 
If it really means nothing more than the mere right to take part in 
the proceedings then it would have been clear but the words “and 
otherwise take part in the proceedings” seem to imply some kind of 
action hut it must he of the same kind as “speak in”. 
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Mr. 8. M. BOSE: The question of eu^dem generis did not strike 
me. You cannot apply the doctrine of generis. Until you find out 
what the genus is, you have not got the genus at all. The only thing 
you have is “speak in’’ but that conveys the genus. If you take that 
part, to which are you going to apply the doctrine of generis? You 
must find the genus. The genus can be “speak in” or something of 
that kind. Then of course you have got the genus. “Speak in and 
otherwise” liave got an extending effect. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Not extending but 
excluding. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I slumld think extending. You have got to 
take the two together extending the scope of the powers and privileges 
of the Legislature. I doubt if the doctrine of eusde/m generis can be 
applied to a case of this kind, “otherwise take part in” becaiise I can- 
not conceive of any other “speak in”. What else can a member do 
except move a resolution, raise a point of order or such other thing. 
All tliese form a part of “speak in”. The words “speak in” would 
have been sufficient to cover everything. If you interpret “speak in” 
as making a speech, you unduly restrict the scope of the section. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The language of the old section was to attend 
and address. I find in other Legislatures “speak in and address” but 
here the words are “speak in and otherwise take part in the 
proceedings.” 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: That, if I may say so, is a distinct improve- 
ment. It is an improvement in words so that there may not be any 
argument on “speak in and otherwise take part in the proceedings.” 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: As regards the principle that has been refer- 
red to by Mr. Ormond, do you agree that the Advocate-general also 
should be considered as a member of this House, and he be conceded 
all the rights of a member, except the right of voting, just like any 
other member? In special circumstances under section 57 (2) of 
Government of India Act, 1935 any officials authorised by the Governor 
might claim the same rights like the members. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Yes. I will give one illustration. Supposing 
there is a bill regarding the duties of the Official Receiver of the High 
Court or of the Sheriff of Calcutta or something like that, it will be 
in the nature of things that the Advocate-General is the best person 
to pilot the bill through. That may be within the contemplation of 
the legislature. Therefore it is not an unreasonable provision by 
itself. 



Mr«*PRE8IDENT: The only point is that he being an official of 
tho State, will enjoy rights like elected members and will also initiate 
proceedings. Take for instance an improbable but not an impossible 
case of an official authorised by the Governor introducing a bill whicli 
may not have the sanction of the Cabinet of the day. When you 
extend certain rights to non-members and sometimes even to paid 
officials, giving them almost the full status of members, excepting of 
course the rights of vote, there is thus left verj^ little difference 
between members and Ministers. You know that in England the 
number of Ministers is aboiit thirty-nine and the number of the 
Cabinet rank Ministers is about ninteen or twenty. And under the 
present Constitution there is no limit as to the number of Ministers. 
So in a House of sixty-three a large body of non-member Ministers 
armed with almost identical powers of elected members may influence 
the independent decision of the House and the rights of members wdll 
be much affected and curtailed. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: The section does not curtail the rights of the 
members of the House at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The same rights are extended to non-mem- 
bers, except the right of voting. Therefore the rights of the meinherH 
arc affected and curtailed and it would he difficult for them to guide 
and control the policy of the House. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Curtailed by bad company. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: May I ask a question to the 
Advocate-General? Will he please explain whether there is any 
difference between * ‘speaking on a motion’' and “speaking to a 
motion” ? 

Mr. S. M. BOSE : To my mind 1 do not see any difference, 
‘‘Speaking on a motion” means when a motion is tlc^M*, you "ipeak on 
it, and speaking to a nioiion ni(‘ans the same things. I do not see any 
difference, 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Witl.oui enisling inio 
the question as regards the power of the Ministers to take part in a 
proceedings which is already within the four walls of this House, 1 
may say that section G4, section 66 and section 87 of the Act 
(jontemplate quite different things. Section 64 speaks of Legislative 
Assembly and Legislative Council and also of their sittings. Theue- 
fore it shows that the Ministers can join in the proceedings in a sitting 
of the House. It specifically mentions, “the Legislative Assembly of 
the province or in the case of a province having a I.egislative Council 
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both chambers and any joint sitting of the chambers**. Therefore 
the whole section is limited to sitting itself. Section 66(2) and 
section 87 relate to proceedings of the Legislature. The proce^ings 
of a Legislature may begin outside the House, e.g., from the date of 
the introduction of a Bill till it becomes law. The above sections 
speaks of acts which have already been done and in which there nought 
be some defect of procedure of the Legislature at different stages, 
either in the House or outside it. So long as it is within the compe* 
tence of the Legislatures it cannot be questioned once it is done. 
The word ‘‘proceedings*’ in section 64 cannot be so interj^reted. The 
Minister may very well have the right to speak and do everything for 
the progress of the matter which is already before the House. He can 
take pari in guiding it to the voting stage and at the voting stage he 
stops. It may include giving notice of a motion for amendment with 
the leave of the House on the floor of this House. All these things are 
done in the siltijigs of the House before the matter comes to the vot- 
ing stage. This power cannot be extended to proceedings outside the 
sittings of the Hoiis^' and cannot covcu* all tlie proceedings which are 
contemj)la1e(l by s<M tions and ST of ih(’ (lovernment of India 

Act, 1935. 


Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DASs May J ask one question to the 
Advocate General? It is the particular privilege and right of a mem- 
ber of the (3iamber to move a resolution, to move a motion or even to 
move a demand or a bill. These are the inherent rights of a member 
of the Chamher. Now, in section 04 of the A(;t why we find so many 
words used “tlie right to 8])eak in and otherwis(' take part in the 
pro(!eedings of” if it was really intended that by s«‘ction 64 a non- 
member had the primary right of a member, nameh , the right to move 
a resolution or a motion for the consideration of a bill, why these 
most important words were left out from the section? These are 
important words, viz., “otherwise take part in the proceedings of but 
shall not by virtue of this section be entitled to vote”. While so 
many words were used why the right to move a motion or right to 
move a resolution whicli is the primary right of a member was not 
mentioned in the si etion if it was mally intended that a non-member 
should have those rights. 

Dfa RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJIS I have tw^o questions to 
ask. First he should caiefully interpret the w^ords “and otherwise 
take part in the proceedings.” My view is taking part in the proceed- 
ings as in the context cannot be considered to mean taking an initial 
part or initiating or starting proceedings. My second point is whether 
in the present case the provision of section 82 (J) of the Act has been 
conformed to. That is a matter of opinion. I suspect there is a good 
ground of irregularity. In this case I insist that this House in clear 
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terms 8te)uld have a separate recommendation from the Governor to 
the effect that this Council should consider this bill. 1 want to know 
whether this formality has been conformed to. I raised this point in 
order to satisfy this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the second point raised by the 
Leader of the Opposition, I think Mr. Sarker can at once explain to 
the House whether the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor has been obtained. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you satisfy Dr. Mookerji? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It is not my 

business to satisfy liini : my business is to satisfy you. Governor in 
his discretion — here Governor means myself. (Laughter.) 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: 1 have now caught him. 
Can by any stn'tili of imagination Governor mean the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I do not know 

vhclher “inipcrtinence’’ is a parliamentary word. 1 am tempted to 
use that word. I liold the sanction of the Governor. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My question is whether the 
members of the Council are entitled to ask the Government when the 
Governor has been pleased to send his recommendation to the Council 
that the proposed bill be moved and be considered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Certainly, when 
I move the motion I will say ‘^on the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I move the biir\ 1 moved the bill in the Lower House 
and now I am transmitting it to this House. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: A single recommendation will 
not do for the purjwse of recommendation to this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: No separate 
recommendation is necessary and i am not going to be cross-examined 
by Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji. 

Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, this was a very important 
point in the United Provinces and I am not saying things in an 
irresponsible manner. I am attacking the right to move this bill in 
this House. My second point of attack is whether this bill has been 
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brought forward in the strictest technical conformity to the Pules laid 
down under section 82(^5) of the Gk)vernment of India Act^ 1935. Our 
work will be considerably simplified if he simply gives a straight 
answer. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOShS May I ask a few questions to the Advocate-General? My 
first question is that, although a rule may be made by a competent 
authority under section 82(J) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
wh(?ther such a rule, if it is found to be repugnant to the provisions 
of the Act under which it was framed, would be void to the extent of 
its repugnancy and ihe relevant ])r()visi()n of Ihe Act would prevail. 

My second (piestion is whether the framer of such a rule can 
legitimately go so far as to interpret by means of that rule a particular 
provision of the Act. If not, whether the rule under review could 
rightly seek to define or enlarge the meaning of the word ^ ^members’ ^ 
used in the relevant provision of the Act. 

My next and last question is whether the rule making power given 
under section 82 (o) can be used to give or take away the right of a 
''member” in respect of certain sections of the Act as the rule under 
review undoubtedly contemplates. 

Mr. W. B. G. LAIDLAW: May I rise to a point of order, Sir. 
My point is that section 74 ( 2 ) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
contemplates a bill having been passed in the Lower House and when 
transmitted to this House becomes a part of the business of this House 
automatically without any introduction. It is the statutory business of 
this House to deal with that. The question which we are discussing 
is of course interesting. But has it any application to such a bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Laidlaw has raised an important point but 
I hold that though the bill is passed in the Lower Hoiise a further 
notice of intention to move that the bill be taken into consideration, 
will be necessary. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH ROY CHOWDHURY, af 
SantOSh: My last queslion is that the rule under review says that a 
member being a member of the Council includes persons referred to in 
section 64 of the Act. Does it mean that section 68(7) will not be 
operative, namely, thai no person shall be a member of both the 
Chambers? But the rule ihai has been framed under section 84(^5) goes 
on to interpret the meaning of members as implied in the Act and says 
that members being members of the Council referred to under section 
64 of the Act. Then what happens to section 68(7)? 
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Khmi Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: WiU the learned Advocate- 
General pleased to answer my question, which is this? The maxi- 
mum strength of the Upper House is 65 according to the Government 
of India Act, 1935. We are already 63 members eleeied and nominated 
by the Government. There are only two vacancies but tlie Governor 
rules that any of eleven Ministers and the Advocate-General can take 
part in the proceedings and come within the definition of a member. If 
all the eleven Ministers and the Advocate-General were to come, the 
number would come up to 75. Would not an order like that extending 
the s(*ope of tlve definition, make the whole (h)uncil an unlawful 
assembly and the order itself ultra vires? 

My next question is this; is it not revolting to coiumonsense that a 
member who is autliorised to move any motion nr to initiate any motion 
would Ihc precluded from exercising his final right in the matter of 
voting ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we are interpreting 
certain clauses but I raise this point of order. Ts there any provision 
anywhere wdiercby tlic Advocate-General can be questioned like this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is absolutely at the discretion of the 
Advocate-General to answ'er or not; if he so pleases he may answer. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: The first question that was put, w^as that section 
64 only applies to the stage w^hen the proceedings were going on and 
the other sections a])ply to the stage when the proceedings come to an 
end and it was suggested that it might apply to proceedings outside 
this (knincil wdien the proceedings in the Council had been couclnded. 
If that is the correct interpretation wliich meets my point I suhinll that 
the notice of the resolution, before the resolution is actimlly moved, is 
part of the proceedings. 

The second question has been put by the Maharaja of Santosh and 
his question is if the rules are repugnant to the Statute whether they 
would he ultra vires. It is an abstract question of law^ The rules 
cannot take away the right under the Statute. The autliority who has 
got to make the rules must interpret the rules as h(‘st. as he can, before 
he makes the rules. Unless he knows what the meaning of the section 
is, he cannot make the rules: if he goes wrong that is another question. 

Then the question is whether the rights conferred under section 84(3) 
can be taken away by tbe rules. That is an abstract question which is 
difficult to answer unless we get the exact rule. Whether it purports 
to take away the right or not, is a matter of procedure. Everything 
will depend on the nature of the rule. That is a question which cannot 
fbe answered in the abstract. 

His next question was whether the definition of the word “member*^ 
as given in the rules comes in conflict with the provisions of section 



266 SEC. 64, GOVT. OF INDIA ACT, 1936. [17th Sett., 

68(i) of the Government of India Act, 1935. It does not, because the 
definitiM of the word “memlber’* is not intended to make persons 
members who are not members. Instead of repeating the same thing 
over and over again in the rules, for the sake of brevity it has been 
said members means members of the Legislative Council. It is only for 
the purpose of reading rules and for no other purpose. It cannot confer 
any rights; it did not purport to do so. 

Khan Bahadur M« ABDUL KARIM s It does confer rights. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: It is so drafted for the sake of brevity. 

Another question which was put to me is whether, when the Act 
says that there shall be 65 members, what is the effect of the Ministers 
and the Advo(5ate-General being treated as members. They are not 
members; they are treated as thougli tliey are members without the 
great jtrivilege of voting. Therefore, it does not affect the Constitution 
in any way; and so far as the question of voting is concerned, when the 
I^egi stature has thought fit to give them the power to come in here, it 
is a matter on which I am unable to express an opinion. That is what 
the Parliament has done. Why were the important words left out, 
that is to say, the right to move resolution? The answer is that the 
f miners of the Statute have got to express everything as briefly as they 
can ; and at the S4ime time to see whether everything is included in the 
section. What is intended to be their idea, is another question. I 
think I have answere<l all the questions. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: It is faultly drafting. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: I do not think so; it is excellent drafting. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I think Sir, that the learned 
Ad^ocate-Geneml has missed answering at least one question, viz., 
aboul ihe number. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: The effect of including the 11 Ministers and the 
Advocate-General has been to increase the strength of the House from 
63 lo 75, when it is stated in the Act that the total strength should not 
exceed 65. I admit that the words “Provided as far as the rules are” 
do not make the Ministers members though they are considered other- 
wise as members; so the elective principle has been maintained. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, it is revolting to find 
that the Ministers who can initiate proceedings should be precluded 
from the right of exercising the last right, namely, of voting. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: How long do the members desire to sit to-night. 
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Dr« MAOHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, w« would like the House 
t(i jidjourn now. 


Mr. i. A. McKERROW: Sir, in view of the fact that we have 
tliese bills pending, we do not object io sitting quite lute to-night. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House is now adjourned till 6-30 p.m., we 
him 11 then see what progress we can make. 

The Council was then adjourned for prayers. 

(After adjournment.) 

PRESIDENT’S RULING. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Members of tlie House are naturally jealous of 
thtir rights and privileges vis-a-vis non-iueiubers entitled under section 
64 I and also under section 57 {2) \ of the (jovernineiit of India Act, 1935, 
to iiarticipafe in the proceedings of tliis House, and in view of ilie many 
questions juid dift'erences of opinion which have arisen, it has, I think, 
bei onic iicce.>saj> to define jirecisely t}»e e.\tcnl of the rigiits of parti- 
cipating Ministers and other non-members. The very fact that the 
stiitute does not specifically say that the Ministers will be deemed as 
iiicnil)ei> ol both the Houses excejit in legard to the right of voting in 
th(* Chamlw^r of which they are not members, raises the presuinjition that 
the authors of tlie Government of India Act, 1935, did not like to give 
them co-equal rights of members. They have given certain rights 
spcifically a'i lijc right of “speaking in and otlicrwise taking part in the 
proceedings.^’ Under the old Government of India Act of 1919 the 
language used in an analogous section, viz., section ()3E (4) was “shaU 
have the right of attending in and addressing the otlier Chamber but 
shall not be a member of botli chambers”, and it may be argued if the 
rights have not been enlarged in the present case what was the 
necessity for the change of language. I entirely agree that there lias 
been enlargement f)f powers of the Ministers and of tlie Advocate- 
General in “otherwise taking part in the proceedings”. The Ministers 
now have the right to move closure motions, to ask for division, to make 
statements, to raise points of order, etc. Under the present constitution 
the Advocate-General enjoys all the rights in a chamber like the 
Ministers, though he is not a member of the Cabinet and cannot be held 
responsible for the actions of Government. Under section 57 (2) o) the 
Government of India Act, 1935, the same rights are also extended under 
certain circumstances to any official of the Government who may be 
authorised by the Governor “to speak in and otherwise take part in the 
proceedings” of the legislature just like the Ministers and the Advocate- 
General. So it is the duty of the Chair to strictly construe the words of 
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the section when the rights of members of the Council are extended not 
only to the Ministers but to the Advocate-General and other paid official 
of Government as well. 

The Advocate-General of Bengal is of opinion that the Ministers 
enjoy all the rights of a member with the only exception of the right of 
voting, the logical conclusion of which necessarily is that even the pro- 
visions in the notification, dated the 13th August 1937, for adaptation 
in the Rules and Standing Orders of the Bengal Legislative Council by 
Ilis Excellency the Governor which restricts the rights of Ministers in 
a House of which they are not members in eight other cases over and 
above, in regard to voting, must he construed as ultra vires, and as such 
null and void. This opinion of the Advocate-General does not in m> 
view represent the true position. The divergence in the phraseology as 
between section 64 of the present Act and section 63E (4) of the old Act 
has apparently been construed to imply the bestowal under section 64 of 
^ absolutely equal powers on members and non-members except only in 
regard to voting. But the reason for changing the phraseology as 
regards the rights of non-member Ministers and of Counsellors as in 
section 21 of the Government of India Act, 1935, is apparently to ht- 
traced to the fact tluit it is contemplated that even in a unicameral 
legislature Ministers may not be members of that logislalure for la i)eTiod 
of six months within which time, however, they must acquire member- 
ship in order to continue as Ministers. During the interim period, it 
is necessary not only to give him the right to sit in but also “otherwise 
to take part in the proceedings^’ of the House. So it was necessary to 
give wider powers by changing the phraseology of the old statute. 

As there arc no restriclions in the statute as to the number of 
Ministers, and as any official may under certain circumsianccs be given 
the right to enjoy the same rights as tliose of the Ministers, the House 
must vigilantly guard tlie rights and privileges of the members of the 
House, and right to take part in proceedings, as I interpreted the othei* 
day, must l>e confined to the riglits that may arise with the proceedings 
in the House. As I have already held, as soon as the President takes his 
seat the proceedings begin. “Proceedings”, ;a(M‘ording <o the dictionary 
meaning of tlie word, connote “business done at a meeting or sitting of 
an aSvsembly or law court or society.” In this sense of the word moving 
motions in the House would clearly form a part of the business done at 
a sitting of the House and would therefore form part of its proc.eedings. 
There appears to be nothing therefore to prevent Ministers, taking part 
in the proceedings of this House by virtue of section 64 of tlnj Act, 
from moving a motion in tliis House. But they are spccifi(‘ally 
excluded from taking part in voting. I have, however, held that they 
have the right to demand a division, and the reason was simple, because 
under the Rules and Standing Order any member has the right to demand 
a division irrespective of the fact whether he exercises his vote or not. 
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But the right of the Minister and the Advocate-General under section 64 
of the Act should be strictly limited to the proceedings as taking place 
within the four walls of the Chamber, while the members of the Council 
do enjoy larger powers both inside and outside the Chamber. This 
particular limitation of the rights of Ministers and the Advocate-General 
becomes clearer when the meaning of the expression “speaking in and 
otherwise taking part*' is closely examined. “Speaking in” is also a 
way of taking part in the proceedings. So the term “speaking in" is 
less general than the words “taking part in the proceedings". The 
question therefore arises whether the well-known principle of ejusdem 
generis applies, i.e., that the general term which follows particular and 
specific words of the same nature as itself, takes its meaning from them, 
and is presumed to be restricted to the same genus as those words, or in 
other words, as apprehending only things of the same kind as those 
designated by them, unless, of course, there be something to show that a 
wider sense is intended. If the principle applies, and I think it does, 
“otherwise taking part in the proceedings" would mean something in 
the nature of speaking and ])articipating non-members would not thereby 
have other rights beyond that of speaking or putting questions, or moving 
amendments and so forth. Had it been the intention of the authors of 
the Act to indude among the rights of non-member participants all ways 
of taking part in the proceedings (barring voting of course), they could 
well have chosen the plain language of section 79 of the South African 
Act, under which the Administrator and any other member of the 
Executive Committee of a province, not being a member of the provin- 
cial Council, is given “the right to take part in the proceedings of tlie 
Council" though not the right to vote. 

The rights which the non-member Ministers and the Advocate- 
General enjoy, ex-officiOj under section 64 of the Act are thus of a 
peculiar nature, and not those ordinarily enjoyed by the members of the 
Council. So I hold that the Hon'ble Minister is in order in moving this 
motion in the House. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ministers* Salaries Bill, 1937, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I beg to move by 
way of amendment that the bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon by the 31st March 1938. 

Sir, while moving this amendment I beg to commence my speech in 
support of my amendment by relating a story, A certain Kabuli on his 
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arrival at a railway station found that the time was up for the t^n tc 
start. He ran towards the train and when he was about to get into it 
it was in motion. Consequently he was opposed by the guard on the pies 
of safety. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: On a point o 
order, Sir. This hill has been passed by the Lower House and has heei 
transmitted to this House for consideration under the Act. Now, is tin 
hon’l)le member in order to move for circulation of the bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please explain under what rule he h 
debarred from doing so? Both the Houses are independent units ant 
the procedure adopted by the lower House has nothing to do with thi 

House. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: After the train wa 

further in motion the guard was about to enter into liis compartmen 
when he was suddenly stopped by the Kabuli wlio justified his action b; 
saying that one who showed so much interest for the safety of others 
should not be conscientiously allowed to take the risk of getting into j 
moving train. It is with the same idea that I liave decided to move thi 
amendment in this House. It has been the inevitable practice of th 
Treasury Bench to move, in case of non-official bills, for circulatioi 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. Sir, the Bengal Cabinc 
consists of the intelligentsia of the country for whose wisdom and judf2 
ment we have great regard. So in shaping our line of action we mu? 
look to their action and conduct in regard to non-official bills. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I am simply following the exampl 
set by the Hon’ble Ministers themselves. At this stage I think m 
amendment does not require any long speech and while commendin 
it to the kind acceptance of the House I hope and trust that in follov 
iiig the principle which has' hitherto been followed by the Treasur 
Bench in this autonomous province, they will not he.sitate to ac.cei: 
my amendment. 

If the Ministers think that they have embedded themselves in or 
affection, I have every conviction that commanding as they do a clet 
majority in the House, they need not grow anxious and will face publi 
opinion on a measure in which they are personally and vitally interestec 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I do not thinl 
Sir, any elaborate answer is required in connection with this niotioi 
If this House thinks that public opinion should be elicited it is real] 
their business, and I cannot complain, but if my friend Khan Sabi 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury wants to follow me in every respect then 
have no objection, but I find that except in the case of the Minister 
Salaries Bill he has not moved any amendment 
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Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On a point ot order, 
Sir. Is the Minister entitled to refer in his speech to a hill which 
is not before the House at the present moment ? 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. MALI N I RANilAN BARKER s I am not speaking 
on any other hill that is not before the House, Sir. I am only speak- 
ing on his attitude, viz., that while he says that he is only following me 
he has not tabled such circulation amendments to all other hills that 
are going to be moved to-day. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, perhaps the 
Hon’hle Minister does not know that several amendments have been 
tabled in connection with the other bills also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 said that 1 have 
not found any motion in connection with the other bills circulating them 
for public opinion, namely, in connection with the President's or the 
Speaker’s Emoluments Bill or the Disqualification Removal Bill. 

Tha Hon’bio Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY. May I say a word, Sir? 
I do hope that the Khan Sahib will not take up this attitude. After 
all the subject of this motion has been duly considered ; it has long 
been before the country and when he asks that the bill should be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion, he is asking that it should be 
circulated for that very opinion which has already considered the pros 
and cons of the bill. So far as Ihe question of the amount of the 
salary is concerned, it is a matter which has already been discussed 
and pronounced upon in almost every assembly of thinking politicians 
in the province. I hope, therefore, that Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chowdhury will not consider that it is essential that the bill sliould 
be again circulated for eliciting public opinion and that he will be 
good enough to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: I believe, Sir, that the purpose 
behind the amendment is to draw the attention to a certain state of 
affairs and I think that that purpose has been amply served and I 
would, therefore, most humbly request the mover now to withdraw 
his amendment, with the leave of the House, as I consider that his 
purpose has been amply served. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, out of respect 
for the views of the Treasury Bench and my hon'ble colleagues in this 
House, I think I should not press my amendment any further. But 
I only want the Treasury Bench to kindly take notice of the direction 
in which the wind blows and hope that they will be more careful in 
their dealings towards the affairs of this House. 
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Mr« PRESIDEHTs Order, order. Is it the desire of the House to 
permit the hon’ble member to withdraw his motion? I think there is 
a general consensus of opinion to permit him to do so. Is there any 
objection ? 

The Congress party objected. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1938. As many as 
are in favour of the motion will say “Aye,” and as many as are against 
the motion will say “No.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: In view of the 
•decision on my first amendment I do not move my Select Committee 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration. As 
many as are in favour of the motion will say “Aye,” and as many as 
are against the motion will say “No.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information. Sir. Will 
the amendments be moved in the order in which they appear on the 
order paper or will they be moved in the order in which they are 
furthest from the original motion ? 

Soveral MEMBERS: That is for the Chair to decide. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
2 stands part of the bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 2, the 
following shall be substituted, namely : — 

“2. (a) There shall be paid to each Minister, including the Chief 

Minister, a salary of one thousand rupees and an establishment 
allowance of five hundred rupees per month, and 

(b) there shall be paid to the Chief Minister a sumptuary allowance 
of one thousand rupees per month.” 

In commending this motion to the acceptance of the House, I think 
it is not necessary to dwell at any great length on the reasons for 
an amendment like this. I submit that it is an eminently reasonable 
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Aiiiendmeu t and should receive the unanimous support of all sections 
of ihis House. Sir, in order to consider the salaries of officials — and 
I take it that Ministers are also officials of the State — there are some 
fundamental principles which should govern the tixation of a scale. 
The first consideration is that the salary slioiild he such as is adequate 
for maintaining them in a condition of efficiency and comfort necessary 
for persons who hold those particular offices. Tliere should be suffi- 
cient for efficiency and comfort but, Sir, not sufficient for luxury, 
because, I take it, Government service or service as a Minister of the 
State is not an avenue to individual aggrandisement. People do not 
or .should not take to politics in order to make any personal gain 
out of it. I know as a matter of fact that some of our Hon’ble Ministers 
of the present Council of Ministers have actually made considerable 
sacrifices in order to accept that position. I might refer here to the 
mover of this bill who, a.s we all know, had a princely income from 
other sources and he has deliberately given up that income in order to 
serve his country, on a salary which is insignificant compared with 
the salary he was drawing before he took up his present office. So, 
Sir, my first principle is that the salary should be such as is adequate 
for his needs but not adequate for luxury. 

The second consideration is that in determining the salary of a 
Minister, we should not make it such that it maj^ persuade any one of 
them to cling to such office for a day more than is absolutely necessary 
to carry out his particular programme. We know that we have to deal 
with human factors in a not very perfect world, and therefore we should 
be very careful to avoid placing temptations in the way of a Minister. 
It salaries are made very attractive, then a situation may arise when, 
even though tlie Ministers find that they are not able to carry out their 
programme, they will yet cling to office for the emoluments which are 
attached to it. These are the two principles we need consider and 
from the point of view of tliese two principles alone, we have to judge 
whether any particular salary is adequate or not. 

That is why I have to express at the veiy outset my dissent from 
the amendments which will be moved by the Congre.ss party here. 1 
know that it is usual with the Congress party to move amendments to 
the Salary Bill trying to fix it at Ks. 500 or so, but I would beg to 
submit that it is not in the long run an economically sound i)ropo8ition . 
It may be very laudable of persons to sacrifice their interests and place 
their service before the country on a salary of Es. 500 or Es. 750, or 
whatever that may be. That, Sir, I should say, is a case of exploita- 
tion — a case of exploiting our love of the country. It is a case of 
appealing to our sentiment and there should not be any exploitation 
of sentiment in determining a salary for the Ministers. The salary as 
I have already said. Sir, should be such as will give them a comfortable 
Eving standard but no more than that. 
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This brings me, Sir, to the next consideration in connection with 
my amendment. The general ground on which we want to move this 
amendment is that there is a demand, a just demand all over the 
country that the prohibitive cost of administration should be reduced. 
There has been a cry all over the country that at present our officials 
are paid a scale of salary which is unknown in any other country in 
the world. In this connection, I might place before the hon’ble 
members of this House the fact that when the salaries of Ministers 
were fixed for the first six months of this new regime of Provincial 
Autonomy, they were fixed at a scale the lower rung of which was 
Rs. 2,000. It was not thought necessary for the dignity of the 
Ministers to have salaries of more than Rs. 2,000. Therefore by ad- 
mitting that Rs. 2,000 is enough for certain of the Ministers — at any 
rate, the (Tovernment have committed themselves to the principle — that 
the salaries of the Ministers need not be more than Rs. 2,000 in any 
case. The Government bill to fix salaries at Rs. 2,500 now is, there- 
fore, patently unjustified in the light of the past action of the Govern- 
ment themselves. We want to go further than that; we intend to say as 
in the terms of my amendment that the salary should not be more than 
rupees fifteen hundred a month, as we consider it to be quite adequate. 
In this connection. Sir, I might refer to the election pledges of several 
Hon’ble Ministers themselves, but I do not want to take my stand on 
those pledges. I want to take my stand on considerations of social 
welfare only, consideration of what the country is in a position to pay. 

We know that references have been made from time to time to the 
scales of salaries of Ministers in other countries. It is said, for 
instance, that in Japan the Prime Minister gets a salary of Rs. 1,400 
a month. We know that in England also until very recently Ministers 
used to get a salary of £2,000 a year which works out roiighly to 
Rs. 2,000 a month and when Ave consider the enormous budget of 
England of about 900 millions pounds a year, which works out roughly 
to more than 90 crores of rupees a month, we can easily see what the 
pay of our Ministers should be ! They have that budget and yet the 
salary of their Ministers is fixed at about Rs. 2,000 a month, and we 
know that the standard of life is very much higher in England. If 
with their higher standard of living and more expensive ways, their 
Ministers could do with about Rs. 2,000 a month, I do not 
see any reason why in our country, where the annual budget is 
Rs. 12 crores, Rs. 1,500 a month should not be adequate and more than 
adequate for the salary of a Minister. 

This brings us back to the question of social inequity of the 
salaries in our country. We know that the scales of salary in the 
higher services in our country are undreamt of in other countries. 
The Home Civil Service in England starts with a salary of £250 a 
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j^ear orlRs. 250 a month and the maximum is £860 a year which comes 
to roughly Rs, 860 a month. Members of the Home Civil Service who 
are the pick of the candidates enter the service after passing a compe- 
titive examination and they are content with that salary in a country 
where the standard of living is higher and the cost of living is much 
more expensive. If they are satisfied with a scale of pay rising up to 
Rs. 850, I do not see any reason why three times of that salary should 
be paid here to the members of the Indian Civil Service, who are very 
often candidates who have failed to qualify for the Home Civil Service. 
We have unfortunately no direct control over such salaries and that is 
precisely the reason why I have brought this motion about the salary 
of Ministers. If once our Ministers accept the salary of Rs. 1,500 a 
month, we can put pressure on the Government of India and we can 
recommend to the Secretary of State for India that in our country such 
salaries as are paid to the All-India Services are not required. I wish 
further to say to the House that there is no reason wliy these scales of 
salaries should subsist in the other branches of services, because we 
know that many European Government servants come through nomi- 
nation nowadays and not through examination, and even those who 
do come through the competitive examination are in many cases not 
the best men of England. The very best men do not like to come out 
and generally the best men, if they come at all, come to the commer- 
cial services or to trades or industry. As regards Indians, I think 
many of our best men would come even if the scale of pay is very much 
lower than what prevails at present. The cost of administration can- 
not be lowered unless the Ministers too are prepared to accept a lower 
salary for themselves. If only they do so, they can ask for propor- 
tionate reduction' in all other services besides the actual saving in 
their own salaries. If my amendment is carried, there will be a net 
saving of about a lakh and a quarter, and in a poor country like ours — 
with no education and little sanitation, who dare deny the value of 
even a lakh a year? 

I would say that the absorption of a large proportion of the best men 
in the Government administrative services is a definite social loss which 
explains to a great extent the reason for the poor standards of our 
public life. Everywhere in the world we find that men of average 
ability, men of ordinary ability, go to the administrative services 
])ecause the work that has to be done there is largely routine work. 
The best men always go to the professions, the best men go to trades, 
the best men go to commerce, they always go to open up individual 
lines of increasing the prosperity of the country. But in our country, 
because of the temptation of high salaries in Government services, 
many of the best men are taken away from the national life, from social 
welfare work. From this point of view there is a vast waste of human 
material in this country. For this reason also, I propose that the 
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scale of salary of the Ministers should be reduced and should be re- 
duced to brin^ it into consonance with the standard of poverty in our 
country. 

There is another point with regard to the high salary of our 
Ministers. Our Ministers are popular Ministers. If they are popular 
Ministers, they should be prepared to live in such a standard of life as 
would be in conformity with the standard of living to which we are 
accustomed in this country. 1 had occasion to mention the other day 
that in our country seven crores of people are on the verge of starvation 
and fourteen crores live on half rations. So out of thirty-five crores, 
twenty-one crores do not get two square meals a day. In view of these 
appalling conditions, is there any reason why our Ministers should get 
the princely salary proposed in the bill!^ It would isolate them, it 
would denationalise them, it would make a separate caste of them. This 
high salary to a great extent is instrumental in alienating them from us 
and showing that they cannot feel for the suffering which we undergo. 

Erom these different points of view — from the point of view of social 
welfare and from the point of view that a great deal of human material 
is wasted in carrying out routine work when this work can be done 
6y men of inferior ability, I move for the consideration of the House 
that the salary of the Ministers be fixed at Rs. 1,500 a month and 
no more than that. 

With regard to the Prime Minister because he has certain addi- 
tional responsibilities 1 move that there should be a sumptuary allow- 
ance of Rs. 1,000. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: On a point of order, Sir. It 
appears that in the amendment it is proposed to fix the pay at Rs. 1,000 
with an establishment allowance of Rs. 500. Now, looking to section 
51 (»5) of the Government of India Act, 1935, — this is the section which 
has made provision for giving salaries to the Ministers — it is found that 
it definitely and clearly provides for only salaries and not allowances. 
To make my ])oint clear, again, if we read section 72 of the Act, we find 
that provision has been made for the members’ ‘‘salaries and 
allowances.” There it is laid down that members of Provincial Legis- 
lative Assembly and Legislative Council shall be entitled to '‘salaries 
and allowances.” In respect of Ministers the Act has not given any 
right to this House to grant any allowance. The House can only grant 
salaries. So my point of order is that the amendment will be operative 
only in respect of salaries proposed and the portion relating to 
allowances is ultra vires and should be expunged. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN BARKER: I would different 
iiate it like this. Section 51 of the Act gives power to the Governbr. 
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The Governor cannot sanction allowances: but if the Council so 
desires it can gdve allowances to the Ministers as will be evident from 
section 78(^5) (c) of tlie Act, “salaries and allowances to Ministers and 
Advocate-General.” 

Mfi PRESIDENTS I think that satisfies Mr. Dutta. 

Mfi HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs On a point of order, Sir. 
Looking* to the section and the amendment, will it be within the com- 
petence of the House to move an amendment of the nature of intro- 
ducing any special kind of allowance for the Ministers, namely, 
sumptuary allowance which is not contemplate*! in the bill ihat is before 
the House? The hill is for salary only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any member can send an amendment for 
substituting some woids in the preamble. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will that not be going 
be>on(l the scope of that hill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It is a hill for the 
Ministers’ salaiies. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the House agree and if any such clause is 
accepted there will be still occasion for amending the title and the 
preamble of the hill. It is always allowed if there is any necessity 
for such amendments. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: There are provisions for 
Ministers’ pay. Has the House got ample ptnver to give them allowance 
because there is no bar? If the House sanctions it that would be 
another kind of thing. 'J’his is a hill only for providing salaries and 
by changing the title we cannot change the scope of the Act which 
speaks of the salaries only. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I refer again to section 7S(3)(e) 
which was pointed by the Hon’bie Finance Minister in which it is laid 
down “salaries and allowances of Ministers.” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not dispute that. That is the exact 
reason why I did not put clause 1, the title and the preamble of the 
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bill for vote before the House. I shall put them for vote after the 
House takes decision as regards the clauses. The House may be agree- 
able by concensus of opinion to accept amendments in the title and 
preamble of the bill, if considered necessary, after passing all the 
cluuse‘«i of tlie bill. 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: 1 beg to move that 
in clause 2{a) for the words “three thousand’^ the words “seven 
hundred and tifty“ be substituted. 

In moving this aiiiendjnent I would first jefer to the speech of my 
friend Mr, Hiunayun Kabir. In some of his remarks I find that he has 
enunciated some principle on which he has based his amendment, but 
I am sorry to find that he lias not liimself followed the principle which 
he has so elo(piently enunciated here in his amendment. He has said 
that in England the Ministers get a salary of Rs. 2,000 as xigainst an 
incojue of more than Rs. 90 crores a month. My friend ought to take 
a note of that as well: he has also said that the Congress has taken 
an unreasonable attitude in trying to enforce a salary of Rs. 500 for the 
Ministers. But as compared with the figures he has quoted 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. I did 
not mean to say \ inreaso liable : what I meant was that they were exploit- 
ing the senliment of patriotism. 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVEnTI : S-o he use.s rather 
harder terms — exploiting tlie sentiment of patriotism. His amendment 
wants to exploit the money of the country that finds phice in the pockets 
of the Ministers, What I was going to say was that in proportion to 
the amount of income the salary of Ministers wliich has been fixed by 
the parent Government, I mean in England the Mother of Parliament 
wliich has given us ibi.s law, it is quite wrong for my friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir to propose a higliei* rate of salary than that pro- 
jKised by the Congress. L think the inemhers of the House should not 
call it unreasonable or exploiting the sentiment of the people or any- 
thing of tile sort. 

Another point which I want to urge upon this House is that a new 
constitution has been initiated in this country and that is based on a 
democratic principle and the whole democracy follows the rule of 
majority. Here in India seven provinces out of eleven have done certain 
things and accepted certain principles and they are acting upon it and 
it havs not been urged anywhere that they have done anything wrong. 
I might say tliat we heard that there was a great controversy about 
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the acceptance of office by the Congress — it is well known to the 
House — and that controversy’ appeared in the papers between Mahatma 
Gandhi and the Viceroy. 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: On a }K)int of order, Sir. Is it relevant to 
the business of the House? Surely the Ministers’ Salaries Bill has 
nothing to do with the domestic affairs of the Congress. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: And then the (^on- 
gress group was invited to forin Ministry by the Governor-General and 
the Governors althougli iliey knew full well lhat ihey were forming 
Congress Ministry wdih a salary of Rs. 500 for Ministers after the first 
Mini^Jtry was dissolved. Does it not show tliai it is a sort of acceptance 
of Congress principle? And still the members of this House will 
persist that this salary is inadequate, not keeping wdth the prestige and 
dignity of the office. So, I want to make this point clear to my lion’ble 
friends that in a poor country like ours where the resources are so 
limited, where we have got no primary education and where people are 
almost on the verge of starvation — in a country like this I do not 
understand how we can talk of prestige attached to any office. I am 
sorry to see that the Maharaja of Kasimbazar is so much anxioTis about 
the salary. Knowing the condition of the country we should, as the 
saying goes, cut our coat according to the cloth. 

I do not want to take up much of the time of this House. I see 
people are very anxious to pass it through. I feel that the salary of 
the Ministers should be fixed at Rs. 750 as the maximum. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall follow the procedure that first of all the 
amendments will be moved. Then the original motion as well as the 
amendments will be before the House for discussion. 


Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHAUDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2(n) for the wor<is “three thousand” Ihe words 
*‘two thousand and five hundred” be substituted. 

The hon’ble member then addressed ihe House in Bengali. The 
following is the English translation of his speech : — 

In support of this resolution of mine I want to say that it will be 
very unjust and indiscreet on our part if we as representatives of the 
people of Bengal fix the salary of the Chief Minister at Rs. 3,000 per 
month. In a country where people do not get two square meals a day, 
where the masses are steeped in illiteracy and ignorance for want of 
money, where the Government cannot provide for the primary education 
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of the people, as also, for the improvement of their health for want of 
necessary funds, such a high salary for the ministers who are repre- 
sentatives of the people, cannot be justified. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, who io-day holds the office of 
the Chief Minister, as a Leader of the Proja Party openly declared at 
the time of the general election that the salary' of a Government officer 
ought not to exceed Rs. 1,000 a month. 

If ministers in seven provinces like Madras, Bombay, United 
Provinces, !N^orfh- Western Frontier Provinces, etc., can efficiently 
manage the affairs of the Government with a salary of Rs. 500 a month, 
it passes our conii)rehension why tlie Ministers in Bengal cannot fall in 
line witlj their compeers in other provinces. Nevertheless, as Bengal is 
not a province where tlie Congress commands a majority, 1 have made 
the proposal for fixing the salary of the Chief Minister at Rs. 2.500 a 
month, that is lo say, five times the salary accepted by a Congress 
Minister. I hope, nil sections of the House will support this just and 
reasonable proposal of mine. 

In this House of the Legislature there are both elected and 
nominated members. The nominated members stand on a different 
footing. I have nothing particular to say to them. But I want to 
remind the elected representatives of the people that they ought not to 
forget whom they represent here. Paying greater attention to the 
interests of the teeming millions of our countrymen rather than to 
those of the ministers we must be determined to work for the curtail- 
ment of the cost of administration in all directions. With these words 
I beg to invite the House io support iny motion. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(1/) for the word ‘^two’’ the word 
"'one” be substituted. 

I bring before the House for its su]>port this amendment for a reduc- 
tion in the salary of other Ministers, for the same reasons for which I 
moved for the reduction of the salary of the Chief Minister. I propose 
for the salary of the Hon’ble Afinisters to be fixed at Rs. 1,500 instead 
of Rs. 2,500. Considering the question in all its bearings, I think 
everybody will take tliis motion of mine to be a reasonable one. 

I do not believe that the fitness, capacity and will to work or urge 
for work on the part of the ministry depend on the amount of money 
alone. We find that from April to September the Hon’ble Ministers in 
cliarge of lyocai Self-Government, (_\.)-operative Oadit and Rural 
Indebtedness, Judicial and Legislative and Forest and Excise Depart- 
ments have dmwn a salary of Rs. 2,000, a month, while the remaining 
six, excluding the Chief Minister, have drawn at the rate of Rs. 2,600 
a month. I cannot make out what has occurred in the meantime to 
necessitate an increase in the salary of the said four ministers. All 
these six months they have worked on a salary of Rs. 2,000 per month. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


281 


1937.] 

In these circumstances, are we to understand that they find no inspira* 
tion or zest in their work unless their salary is increased? And that 
iliis attempt at increment is due to the laxity shown hy them in their 
work because of a lesser amount of pay than that drawn by other 
Ministers? I am not prepared to accept such a scandalous inference 
as true in the case of the Hon’ble Ministers. And I think none of tha 
members present entertain any such opinion. But if this is true, we- 
shall have to examine why this attempt is being made for increasing 
their salary. To my mind, the only reasonable cause for this motion 
is to remove the disparity existing between the salaries of the different 
Ministers. In that case I would like to point out that it would have 
been more seemly, had the Ilon'ble Finance Minister brought almut 
this parity by reducing the amount of salary instead of increasing it. 
Specially, I cannot hut feel amazed at the motion brought, forward 
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, which seeks to fix the salary of the- 
Elon’ble Ministers at an amount that exceeds the one fixed by His 
Excellency the Governor himself and considered by him just and 
e({nitable. I am aba loss to find out any reasonable excuse as to why 
the other ^linisters think it impossible to work on a salary which a 
capable man like the TloiTble Mr. Xanser Ali has accepted all thi& 
time. The Hon’ble Ministers should have accepted a smaller salary 
than that inserted in the Bill and thereby set an example before the 
Government officers all over the province. Such an example having 
been set hy the Hon’ble Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar of Madras, even the 
civilians there have proposed to accept a smaller scale of salary. At 
the same time, every member of the legislature is aware that under 
llie present Government of India Act no Provincial Government has the* 
power to reduce the salary of the I.C.S. officials. The civilians of 
Madras, therefore, liave agreed to make this sa(*rifice simply because 
tin y have been ins])ired by the example of the Hon’hle Mr. C. Raja- 
gopalachariar. If in the same way, the Hon ’hie Mr. Fazlul Hiiq also 
sets an example before the officers in the province by accepting a smaller 
salary, it will save lakhs of rupees out of the cost of administration. 
This saving* will afford opportunities for undertaking more beneficial 
work for the country. 

With these words I request all the members present to support my 
motion. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 2(h) the following 
proviso be added, namely : — 

'‘Provided that the numlier of such Ministers are not more thau 
six if all are chosen from one Chamber or eight if chosen from botb 
the Chamb-e^ and that in the event of more Ministers being appointed 
the sum total of salaries of six or eight Ministers, as the case may be,. 
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in. accordance witli this proviso at the rate prescribed in the Act shall 
be equally distributed among them as salaries effecting a conse- 
quential reduction in the rate of salary. 


The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER: Sir, I rise on a 
point of order. I submit that the Maharaja of Santosh cannot move 
this motion, because it will interfere with the discretion of His 
Excellency the Governor w’ho has the unrestricted right to appoint as 
many Ministers as he likes and from whichever Chamber he likes to 
appoint them. In that view of the matter, I think that the motion is 
not in order. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, that is the point 
which has also struck me. The proviso which fixes the number of 
Ministers under certain conditions is of a mandatory nature, and upon 
the proportion the salary is to be fixed. The difficulty will arise 
because the Governor appoints his own advisers and it is a matter of 
his sole discretion. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there is another 
objection and that objection is that the Act provides that the* salary 
once settled shall remain in force for five years and cannot be changed 
during that period; wdiereas the effect of Maharaja’s amendment is 
that if at a later stage the number of Ministers is raised from eight to 
leu, the salary to each Minister wdll be decreased. Therefore, I consi- 
der that the motion cannot be moved. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh. May I explain, Sir? 1 submit that the proviso which I 
have suggested is an elastic one. Tliere is nothing in it which 
restricts the power of the Governor to appoint any number of Minis- 
ters he pleases. In fact, no figure has been rigidly mentioned in my 
proviso. It only seeks to laj^ dowm that if the number of Ministers 
is six, thej" wdll be paid at a certain rate; if it is eight, the rate of their 
salary will be different and if it is more, the sum total of the salaries 
of six or eight as prescribed in the Act wdll be equally distributed 
amongst the Ministers. So far as the present Ministers are concerned, 
if it is argued that if their number is not reduced, their salary cannot 
be reduced on that account, I would say that such an argument does 
not hold good inasmuch as their salary has not yet been flxed by tbe 
Legislature of the Province. We are now called upon to fix their 
salary. The fact that one House has passed the Ministers’ Salaries 
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Bill) it does not take the Bill to the stage of finality unless we agree 
to accept it in toto. It is, therefore, clear that the salaries of Minis- 
ters are yet to be fixed. If it is once fixed, I admit, it cannot be 
aliered during their term of office, but in i^ality the rate of salary has 
not yet been fixed. If my proviso is carried by both the Houses the 
result will be, either the number of Ministers shall have to be reduced 
to six if they are to be chosen from one Chamber; or to eight if they 
are to be chosen from botli the Chambers. On the other hand, if tlie 
present number and personnel of the Ministry are retained, the sum 
total of the salary of six Ministers at the rate that may bo fixed shall 
have to be equally divided among eleven Mini'^lers. So my friend, the 
HonHjle Home Minister, slioiild at least conce^de that there is no 
intention on my pari to encroach upon prohibited grounds. As no 
salary has yet been fixed, 1 submit, my motion i.«i in order. 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I wisli to submit that the 
effect of this amendment is not exactly wliat the Maliaraja has said; 
but it does really restrict the number in tlie most emphatical and clear 
teiins. He has suggested an aimmdment and we are to see what it 
means — not what the mover says it to mean. The language of the 
amendment is: “Provided that the number of such Ministers are not 
more than six if all are cho^^en from one Chamber’’ ; that is, it sliall not 
be 11101 ^ than six if they aie cho>en from one Chamber. The words 
“are not more than six’’ make the proviso meaningless. 1 believe the 
hon’ble mover might now say Thai he does not really mean this at all. 
The words “or ar(* nol moie than six if chosen’’ clearly restricts the 
discretion of His Excellency ihc (invernor in cdioosing the personnel 
of Ministers. I’lie langua<»“ is railicr loost*, but bis intention is clear 
that it shall not be nioie tlian six if tliey aie chosen from one Chamber 
and not more than eight it chosen tr<»in two Chambers. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: What about the next line — “if more Ministers 
are appointed” y 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir. the proviso is very badly 
worded. The difficulties that will be created will be worse than those 
created hy section 64 of the Goveriiineiit of India Act, 19*35. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I never suggested 
that the salaries of Ministers had already been settled; what I meant 
to suggest was that supposing this be passed and out of the eleven 
Ministers, five resigned and only six remained. Their salaries are 
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£xed according io this Act; supposing later on, the Governor appoint- 
ed two more Ministers, then according to this proviso the salaries of 
Ministers which had alrea<iy been settled would have to be varied. 
Therefore the proviso goes against the Act. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: My point is this that the salary of the Ministers will be 
fixed when the number eleven is fixed by the two Houses. That is my 
friend’s contention. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: His contention is that supposing, as at 
present, there are eleven Ministers and we fix the salary at a consoli- 
dated sum of rupees If subsequently some Ministers resign and 

the number is reduced to five, ilien there will be a varialion. This will 
contravene the provisions of section 51 (3) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, viz., that the salary of a Minister shall not be varied during 
his term of office but according to the amendment which you now 
propose, there will be variations as regards the salary of Ministers. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: 1 will obviate that difficulty by bringing again a motion for 
a supplementary grant to the House. I do not reduce their salary. 
Now if this motion is at all accepted hy both the Houses, ^en of 
course more Ministers will have to be appointed for whom no salary 
provision has been made. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Supposin g we take it in the other way, viz., 
that five Ministers resign and six remain. What will happen then? 
According to your amendment, the sum will have to be equally divided 
and thus there will ultimately be a variation in salary. That is the 
difficulty. The statule is clear that there should not be any varialion 
in the salary of a Minister during Jiis term of office. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: But that can be obviated by a supplementarj^ grant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: No, that cannot 
be done because it is a charged salary. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: But if the Governor thinks that five more Ministers have got 
to be appointed, he can have a supplementary grant sanctioned by this 
House. 
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Mf« ^RESIDEHTs The difficulty is not in regard to additional 
Ministers. That can be met by a suppleiueiitarv budget but if there 
any variation in the number of Ministers, what will happen!^ If 
you fix a consolidated sum for the salary of eleven Ministers and if 
some of them resign and the vacancy is not tilled, then the whole sum 
should be divided amongst the remaining Ministers. That will neces- 
sarily bring about a variation in the salary. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: 1 think if the last few 
words, viz., “a consequential reduction in the rate of salary” are 
deleted, Maharaja’s amendment may be in order. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY GHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: The present position is quite clear. But I quite appreciate 
the difficulty that might arise when 1 take into consideration the hypo- 
thetical ease put forward by the Minister concerned. I think the 
remedy lies in the hands of the Governor. 


Mr. D. H. WILMER: I would respectfully submit tliai the word 
“salary” in section 61 (3) of the Government of India Act, 1936. 
referes ^o the salary to which a Minister is legally entitled. If there- 
fore the salarj^ of a Minister legally depends upon the conditions 
proposed in the amendment which is now under consideration, the fact 
that such salary may be increased or reduced by reason of such a 
contingency coming into existence will not be a variation within the 
meaning of section 51 (3) of the Act. Assuming, for instance, we pass 
a bill to see that the salary of Ministers is fixed on a sliding scale 
dependent upon the amount of income-tax that may be realised or the 
customs duty that may be realised, though the salary will be on a 
sliding scale, the fact that the salarj^ rises or falls would not be a 
variation. That I respectfully submit will not be a variation within 
the meaning of section 51 of the Act. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY GHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Supposing that the effect of this proviso would be restrain- 
ing the hands of the Governor from appointing Ministers after some 
of them have resigned, I think the result in that case would be that 
there were two ways out. They can either amend the Act or come 
forward for a supplementary grant. Even assuming that that cannot 
be done, the result would be that the six Ministers who would remain 
would not have any reduction in their salary and the surplus amount 
might be distributed amongst the new Ministers. 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWOHURYlOn k point of 
order, Sir. According to the proposal of the Maharaja Bahadur this 
bill then becomes a money bill, because the whole object of the salary 
bill is to fix the salary of individual Ministers but if you fix a consoli- 
dated amount, it becomes a money bill. Therefore, we have no right 
to go into that question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am constrained to hold that this amendment 
is not in order. 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 18th 
September 1987. 



1937.3- 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Members present: 


287 


The following members were present at the meeting held on the 
l7th September 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nur. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziriiddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

(4) Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Banerjee, Itai Baliadnr Keshab Chandra. 

(6) Barna, Dr. Arabinda. 

(7) Bose, Rai Bahadur Maiiniatha Nath. 

(8) Chakraverii, Mr. Slirish Cliandra. 

(9) Chaiidliurj , Mr. Moazzemali. 

(10) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(11) Chowdhnry, Mr. Khorshed A lam. 

(12) Chowdhury, Mr. Rezzaqiil Haider. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

(14) Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Reza. 

(15) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(16) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

(18) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(19) D’Robario, Mrs. K. 

(20) Dutia, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(21) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(22) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(23) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(24) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(25) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(26) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(27) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(28) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(29) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(30) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(31) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammed Asaf. 

(32) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

(33) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 
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(34) Lamb, Mr. T. 

(35) Maitra, Kai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

^36) McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

^(37) Mom in Bellini Hainida. 

(38) MoJla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

(39) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

^40) Mookerji, Dr. Radha Kiimud. 

(41) Miikherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(42) Nichnll, Mr. C. K. 

(43) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(44) Pal Choudhury, Mr. Raiiajit. 

<45 ) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

<46) Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

<47 ) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(48) Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

<49) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

<50) Ray Cliowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manniatha Nath, of San tosh. 
<51 ) Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan. 

(52) Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(53) Sanyal, Mr. Saehindra Narayan. 

(54) Barker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(55) Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(5C) Shamsiizzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(57) Singh Roj^ Mr. Saileswar. 

(58) Sinha, Rai Bahadur Sureiidra Narayan. 

(59) Sinlia, Raja Baliadur Bliupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. 
<b0) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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MandlMrs absent: 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
!7th September 1937: — 

(1) Hossain, Mr. Mohamed. 

(2) Jan, Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 


20 



290 


MINISTERS PRESENT. 


[17th Skpt., 


Ministers present: 

The following Hoii’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
13th Sei)leml)er 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Kasem Eazlul Huq, m.l.a. (Chief 

Minister) . 

( 2 ) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, m.l.a. 

(3) The Hon’ble Khwuja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., m.l.a. 

(4) The Hon’ble Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh Roy, m.l.a. 

(5) The Hon’ble Naw^ab Khwaja Habibiillah Bahadur, of llacca, 

M.L.A. 

(G) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(7) The Hon’ble Mr. Hnsejm Shaheed Siihrawardy, m.l.a. 

(8) The Hon’ble Nawab MiishaiTuf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, 

M.L.A. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Na usher Ali, m.l.a. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna l)eb Raikui, m.i^.a. 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behai^y MnJlick, m.l.a. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


The Council met in the Legislative Cliam'ber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Saturday, the ISth September at 10 a.m., 

being the seventh day of the Third Ses-^iion, pursuant to section 02 (2) (a) 
of tlje Cxoveriijnent of India Act, 


Present: 

Mr. President lihe HoiTble Mr. StTVENUEA Chandra Mttra) was 
in the Cliair. 

Fifty-eight mem])ers and eleven Ministers were present. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Railway level crossing at Jadavpur. 

72. Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works ])c]>artment be 
pleased to state wliether he is aware that the residents of Hhakuria 
and dadavpur under the Tollygungo Municipality feel great incoiive- 
nienee and run the risk in passing constantly over the lailuay level 
crossing where they are sometimes detained for long? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, is the Hon ’ble Minister 
considering the desiraibility of either making the Gariahatta Road pass 
under the railway line or moving for the removal of the railway line 
to the south to meet the convenience of the growing population of the 
locality ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasim- 
bazar): (a) Some delay to road traffic is inevitable at level crossings, 
but I understand that the delay at this level crossing has been reduced 
to a minimum by equipping it with gates interlocked with the signals. 

(b) No. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA; If the road be made to 
pass under the railway line, would that not absolutely do away with the 
delay altogether? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, it may be so. 
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Rice produced by Mills. 

73. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAH; (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in ckarge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that the rice produced iby the mills is ibelieved to cause heri-^heri? 

(h) If the answer to question (a) be in the affirmative, what are 
the steps the Hoirble Minister is taking to stop the production of such 
articles which is injurious to human health'^ 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that this rice-milling industry 
is killing a very useful home industry? 

(d) If the answer to (c) ibe in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what action he is contemplating to take in order 
to put a stop to this industry? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): {a) I understand that such belief exists. 

(h) This is a matter for the Pulblic Health Department and is, I 
understand, under their consideration. 

(r) and (d) I presum-e that the hon’ble member refers to the 
decrease in c()nsum])tion of honie-j)ounded rice. The action to be taken 
to increase that consum])1ion and to regulate ])roduction of milled rice 
will depend eiitirely on the conclusions airived at by the experts of 
the Public Health De])artinent and the recommendations made by 
them. The Industries Department will gladly co-operate in any 
measures to encouiage consumption of wholesome rice, if asked to do 
80 . 


Mr. KADER BAKSH: Is it a fact that the Public Health Depart- 
ment has already expressed the opinion that the use of mill-produced 
rice is not the cause of hen heri Ibut that herl heri is due to mill-produced 
oil? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I have already said that this is a question which concerns tlm 
Public Health Department and I cannot say what they have done. 

Ferry ghats in Murshidabad district. 

74. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
])leased to state what is the number of ferry ghats in the districts of 
Mur<hidabad, Nadia, Jessore and 24-Parganas? 

(h) How many of these ferry ghats are leased out to non-Bengalis? 
(c) Is there any dearth of suitalble Bengali candidates? 
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TIM Vioii'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) and (b) A statemeni is laid on the table. 

(o) Yes, in some places. 

Statement referred to in the nnstrer to question No, 74^ showing the 
number of ferries, etc., in the districts of Jessore, Nadia^ 
Murshidahad and 24-Parganas. 


District. 

Total number Number of ferries 

of ferries. managed by 

non- Bengalis. 

Jessore 


8 

Nadia 

r>7 12 

Murshidahad . . 

42 

0 

24-Parganas 

77 (excluding 4 

municipal 
ferries). 


Yields of Crops. 

75. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: {a) Is the Houble 
Minister in charge of the Agri(*n]tiire and liidnstries Department aware 
that according to the return jnihli^ilied by the Government of India 
(estimate of area and yield of ])rincii)al crops in India 1935-86) the 
annual food production of tliis jirovince falls short by two thousand 
million pounds of the minimnni food reciuirements of the pojmlation, 
calculated on tlie basis of one pound per day for each individual? 

(b) If the answer to (a) Ibe in the affirmative, Avill the Hon’lble 
Minister please state what steps liave so far been taken, and with what 
result, to increase the annual food production of the province? 

(c) Will the IIon^Dle Minister lie pleased to state what further steps 
he proposes to take for the purpose of increasing the food jjroduction of 
the province to the minimum, recognised to be essential by the Govern- 
ment of India? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) I regret that I do not understand how the hon’lble memiber has 
arrived at the figure cpioted by him. There are no figures that I can 
find in the publication q\ioted to show the total food production. There 
are many articles of food, e.g., fish, meat, vegetables, for whioli no 
figures are given and of which con.siderable quantities are produced and 
consumed. 

(b) It is not possible to give a concise ans'wer to this question. A 
great deal has been done in the past to introduce new and higlier- 
yielding* varieties of food crops, such as paddy for instance, and to 
encourage the cultivation of vegetables, etc. 



2&4 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[ 18 th Sep<., 


(c) I can find no ‘minimum, recognised to 'be essential the 
Government of India’, but the department has many schemes which 
are designed to increase the production of food. Some of these I hope 
to introduce in my next budget. 

Price and Grading of Jute. 

76. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he 
pleased to state whether the Government have by this time decided 
what steps should be taken to ensure that the actual jute producers may 
get the proper price of jute? 

(b) Will the Hon’Ible Minister Ibe pleased to state what steps the 
Government intend to take to encourage co-operative cottage production 
of jute goods in Bengal? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jileased to stale whether he i'S 
aware that tJie jute-growers of Bengal ultimately suffer loss every year 
by the practice of the Indian Jute Mills’ Association in changing tlie 
standard for grading of loose jute? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hi e 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take 
to ensure fixing a permanent standard for tlie grading of loose jute? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the nunAer of 
non-Indian members and that of the non-Bengali members of the Indian 
Jute Mills’ Association? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state whether he is 
aware that the price of jute per niaiind which the Indian sellers get 
from the jute mills is less than that got by the non-Indian sellers? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ihle 
Minister Ibe pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take 
to stop this differential treatment to the Indian sellers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

{a) I have nothing to add to the answer that I gave to question 
No. 132 at the meeting of this Council on the 16th August 1937. 

(b) Schemes for the encouragement of jute weaving as a small or 
cottage industry form part of my programme for industrial develop- 
ment, which I hope to bring into operation next year. 

The question of co-operative production of jute goods is a matter 
for the Co-operative Department whose attention will be drawn to this 
part of the hon’ble member’s question. 

(c) I have heard statements to this effect but I have received no 
complaint on the subject from any jute-grower or jute-dealer« 
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(te T?ke fixation of standards for loose jute is one of the subjects 
whiefi the Indian Central Jute Committee has been appointed to enquire 
into. ^Their recommendations in this matter will receive my careful 
consideration. 

{e) and (/) I have no information. 

{g) Does not arise. 

KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Does the reply of the Hon’ble 
Minister to question (a) amount to this that this Department has not 
yet taken any step to ensure that the actual jute producers may pfet a 
proper price for jute ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadurp of Dacca: 

That is not correct. We liave been trying to take steps. 

Mr, KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what difference does tlie 
Hon’ble Minister make betw’een statements of grievances and com- 
plaints ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Statement is made by an ordinary person and complaint is written out 
by an aggrieved person. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is not aware of the fact that there is a 
general grievance in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

May be so, but I am not aware of it. 

Mr. J. A. McKERROW: With reference to answer (c), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that Bengalees may become members of the 
Indian Jute Mill Association if they pay the subscription? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

They can become members. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: With reference to answer to 
questions (e) and (/), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any attempt was made to get any information in respect rf 
matters enquired in questions {e) and (/) ? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Dibca: 

lihink the answer is complete. I have no information and that means 
that it would not he possible to get information on the subject. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: That is not perhaps the proper 
answer. My question was whether any attempt was made to get the 
information required. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, we are not supposed to get any information. The information at 
our disposal is that we have not got any information. 


Mr. KADER BAK8H: With reference to answer (^), will the 
Hon ble Minister he pleased to state why he cannot undertake this^ 
scheme, namely, small cottage industries, this year in view of the fact 
that the jute season has already begun ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No argument is necessary. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I hope the hon’hle meinher realises that any scheme which has to he 
operated upon, must be brought in the form of a schedule before the 
cabinet and after it has received tlieir sanction and provided for in the 
^ budget and is passed by the Legislature then only it can be given effect 
to. In the present budget, as I said before, we were able to provide a 
small sum because I could not go myself into the schemes and that is 
why I have said that next year I will be able fo frame a proper scheme. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the price of jute is going down and showing a tendency 
towards a greater fall this year as I have seen in the papers? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, 1 beg to submit that this question does not arise. On the contrary 
the price of jute is going up. 


Mr. KADER BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the 
newspapers — “Statesman”, “Amrita Bazar Patrika” and in all other 
papers— articles have been published showing that the price of jute 
shows a tendency to go down everyday? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: No reply. 
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Mff; ^RESIDENT: You are moving your motion and unless some- 
body »ays that you are out of order, I take it that it is in order. You 
cannot yourself say that you are out of order. There is nothing before 
the House and let something be moved and then I shall consider if any 
point of order is raised. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp 
of SantOShS It is not in regard to the admissibility or otherwise of my 
motion but with reference to the proviso of section 51 («5) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. However. Sir, as directed by you, I beg to 
move that for clause ( 2 ) of the bill, the following shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

*‘{^) There shall be paid to each Minister, a salary of Hs. 2,000 
per month: provided that the Chief Minister shall be paid a 
sumptuary allowance of Its. 1,000 and each of the other 
Ministers an establishment allowance of Rs. 500 per month, 
if the number of such Ministers are not more than nine and 
are chosen from both the Chambers.” 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On a p dut of 

order. Sir. First of all, wlien the bills were laid on the table by the 
Hon'ble Finance Minisier, I believe. Sir, you were good enough io ask 
the honTde members to ])ut in amendments with regard to those bills 
within a certain date. My first .submission to you. Sir, is whether you 
have been satisfied that this amendment is within the time that you 
have allowed, and if that is not, I submit, the Maharaja Bahadur is out 
of order, and this motion of his cannot be considered now^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER: Another objection. 
Sir. The amendment provides “if the number of such Ministers are not 
more than nine and are chosen from both the Chambers”. That is 
prescribed in the powers vested in His Excellency the Governor. I am 
not quite sure if the Maharaja Bahadur can move this motion without 
getting the recommendation from His Excellency. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not follow this 
amendment at all, Sir. AVhat happens if the number of Ministers is 
more than nine? What salary are they going to be paid if they are 
more than nine? I am surprised at the Maharaja Baliadur s putting 
forward an amendment like this. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 
of Santosh: May I explain, Sir? I am surprised that the Home 
Mimsjter could raise a point like this — hat would happen if the 
number of Ministers are more than nine. In that case, they will be 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, 6f Dteca: 

I would beg to submit, Sir, that this question does hardly arise from 
the original question. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Nawab Bahadur, you can merely say “may be“. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Could not a Minister raise a i)oint of order saying that a particular 
supplementary question does not arise out of the original question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly he can, but it is safe for liim not to 
take responsibility for any answer of which he is not certain and he 
may say “it may be“. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have received a notice of an amendment from 
Maharaja Sir Manmatba Nath Ray (^liowdliury, of Santosh, to the 
effect that there shall be paid to eacli Minister, including the Chiet 
Minister, a salary of Rs. 2,000 per month, provided that Chief Minister 
shall be paid a sumptuary allowance of Rs. 1,000 and each of the other 
Ministers an establisliinent allowance of Rs. 500 per month if the 
number of such Ministers are not more than nine and are cho.seii from 
both the Chambers. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 

of Santosh: Before 1 move my amendment, it you permit me, Sir, I 
should like to raise a point of order arising out of tlie ruling which you 
were pleased to give yesterday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ruling has been already given. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY OHOWDHURY, 

of Santosh: It is far from my mind to complain against that ruling. I 
want to raise a new point of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A point of order is raised either on a debate or 
when a particular member may not be in order. It cannot be taken 
apart from any question which is actually before the House. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 

of Santosh 1 It arises out of my motion. 
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Mff; ^RESIDENT: You are moving your motion and unless some- 
body »ays that you are out of order, I take it that it is in order. You 
cannot yourself say that you are out of order. There is nothing before 
the House and let something be moved and then I shall consider if any 
point of order is raised. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp 
of SantOShS It is not in regard to the admissibility or otherwise of my 
motion but with reference to the proviso of section 51 («5) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. However. Sir, as directed by you, I beg to 
move that for clause ( 2 ) of the bill, the following shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

*‘{^) There shall be paid to each Minister, a salary of Hs. 2,000 
per month: provided that the Chief Minister shall be paid a 
sumptuary allowance of Its. 1,000 and each of the other 
Ministers an establishment allowance of Rs. 500 per month, 
if the number of such Ministers are not more than nine and 
are chosen from both the Chambers.” 

The Hofi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On a p dut of 

order. Sir. First of all, wlien the bills were laid on the table by the 
Hon'ble Finance Minisier, I believe. Sir, you were good enough io ask 
the honTde members to ])ut in amendments with regard to those bills 
within a certain date. My first .submission to you. Sir, is whether you 
have been satisfied that this amendment is within the time that you 
have allowed, and if that is not, I submit, the Maharaja Bahadur is out 
of order, and this motion of his cannot be considered now^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER: Another objection. 
Sir. The amendment provides “if the number of such Ministers are not 
more than nine and are chosen from both the Chambers”. That is 
prescribed in the powers vested in His Excellency the Governor. I am 
not quite sure if the Maharaja Bahadur can move this motion without 
getting the recommendation from His Excellency. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not follow this 
amendment at all, Sir. AVhat happens if the number of Ministers is 
more than nine? What salary are they going to be paid if they are 
more than nine? I am surprised at the Maharaja Baliadur s putting 
forward an amendment like this. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 
of Santosh: May I explain, Sir? I am surprised that the Home 
Mimsjter could raise a point like this — hat would happen if the 
number of Ministers are more than nine. In that case, they will be 
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paid the rate of Rs. 2,000 per month, but they will not be entitled to 
draw the sumptuary or establishment allowances. My motion does not 
restrict the number of Ministers. The Hon^ble Mr. Mullick has raised 
the question of time limit. But, Sir, I pointed out to you that under 
the proviso to the section 38 { 2 ), of the Bengal Legislative Ooiuici] 
Rules and Standing Orders, 30 U could admit my motion at short notice. 
The word ‘ 'motion’^ occurs in that proviso, but Sir, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mullick should know that an amendment is a motion. I am grate- 
ful to you. Sir, for having given me ]>ermis 8 ion to move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has said, perhaps carelessly, tlmt I 
was making a fresh attempt to restrict the number of Ministers. May 
I tell liini tliat I am not. My })roviso is absolutely harmless ajid 
innocuous so far as the number of Ministers are concerned. The onl> 
restriction that I am seeking to impose is that if more than nine 
Ministers are appointed they may not get any allowance. I do not deny 
that it may prove to be an effective check against the appointment of 
any extraordinarily large number of Ministers; but, it is most certainly 
not a rigid restriction or bar. The Governor may appoint any number 
of Ministers he pleases. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: That is what I am 
objecting to. If it is to restrict the ninnber of Ministers, then T think, 
be is out of order. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 

of Santosh: My proviso. Sir, does not put any limitation in respect of 
the number of Ministers. If my motion is carried its only effect will 
be that in the event of more than nine Ministers being appointed, they 
will get the prescribed pay hut will not be entitled to draw any 
allowance. But there is no bar to any number of Ministers being 
appointed — the present number may be retained, doubled or trebled or 
even multiplied to any extent. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the amendment is 
carried, it will lead to another difficulty that the pay of other Ministers 
will fluctuate according to the number for the time being. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 

of Santosh: Certainly not. The salary is fixed at Rs. 2,000 per month 
and it is invariable. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The first point raised is about 
due notice, and the Hon’ble Minister is certainly entitled to raise that 
point, but the President has the discretionary power under the proviso 
to section 3S { 2 ) of the Rules and Standing Orders and as a similar 
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matter lias been given notice of by the same member, I permit him to 
move this amendment. The President has the power to allow an 
amendment or admit a motion without notice. 

As regards the other point raised by the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
about the pay, it is fixed. There is no question about variation, nor is 
there any necessity to secure the recommendation of the Governor. So 
I permit this motion to be moved. It is in order. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, 
of SantOSh: Sir, the object wliich lies at the back of my mind while I 
move this motion is to give to Government an unmistakable indica- 
tion of the feeling of resentment with which this House has viewed the 
formation of the Cabinet, witlioiit any represenlalive of tliis House in 
its composition. I think. Sir, that in all fairness the Government 
should have followed the example of other countries and other provinces 
of India, in this vital matter. In fact no Cabinet in Bengal can be 
complete without both the legislatures being represented on it. You, 
Sir, yourself have often said that the business of this House could be 
conducted more smoothly if this House had a representative on the 
Cabinet, who could speak authoritatively on behalf of the G()v<Mnment 
in all vital matters concerning this House. I am raising this issue on 
behalf of this House only to tell the Government that we have taken to 
heart very seriously the fact that tliis House was neglected and ignored 
when the Cabinet was formed ; more so, because we firmly believe that 
the efficiency of the Cabinet would have been very much increased and 
the business of both the Houses would have been conducted much more 
smoothly if this House had not been ignored in the fashion it was. 
The purpose of the Cabinet cannot be only to capture votes in the two 
Legislatures. The purpose of the Cabinet should be to govern the 
province according to the Act and efficiently handle the problems wliich 
will add to its prosjierity. From that standpoint of view ihe treat- 
ment meted out to the Tipper House cannot be justified and must be 
condemned as a short-sighted policy. Do they think that the members 
of the other House have the monopoly of all the political wisdom and 
of all the experience in matter of the State? T am sure, they know 
that this House could have given the Cabinet representatives who would 
have worthily filled any position that might have been assigned to 
them. 

The other point that I would like to make is that this House dis- 
approves of the size of the present Cabinet. It is much too unwieldy. 
Of course, it is His Excellency the Governor’s prerogative to appoint 
Ministers, but it is a well-known convention that in a mailer like this 
he is guided, as far as possible, by his Chief Mi nisi er and we can criti- 
cise the advice given by tlie Chief Minister in relation thereto. I think, 
we can discuss on the floor of this House, the policy of the Chief 
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Minister — and I tliink that thi.s House very strongly feels that the 
Chief Minister should have advised His Excellency not to make the 
Cahinet so unwieldy. Our experience teaches us that an unwieldy 
Cabinet oftener becomes a cumbrous machinery and all its parts cannot 
function .smootldy. The si;je of ilie Cabinet has practically been 
doubled. In the last (Toveinment we Imve had only four Members of 
the Executive Council and tliree Ministers, but now we have got as 
many as eleveji ami what I could gather from the discussion that we 
have over the point of order last night, it is clear that the Hon’ble 
Ministers are very jealous of the right which may create any number of 
Ministers to strengthen tlieir position. That attitude, I am ^ure, is 
sometliiiig wldcli surprises u.s on this side of the House. In.stea<l of 
welcoming any suggestion to reduce the number of member> ot tiie 
Cabinet with a view to saAung the tax-paj^ers’ money and to see that 
the public ex-cliequer is not drained, it is really 8 urj)rising that the 
hon’ble gentlemen of the Treasury Benches are anxious to keep their 
door open. Sir, if my .suggestion is accepted, there will he a saving 
of the salary of two Ministers anyhow. That means Its. 0,000 and other 
enormous incidental expenses per month. So my mf)tion is jii^titied on 
grounds of economy; hut, the principal object at the back of my mind 
is to indicate tlie hollf>wness and short-siglitedness of the polic\ ot the 
Government in forming an unwieldy but unre]>resentative (cabinet which 
is bound to fail to command the universal respect of this House which 
has been left in the lurch. Last niglit they put much stress on the 
proviso to section ol (.j) f)f the Government of India Act, D-lo. But, 
Sir, I feel constrained to say that it In not consistent with the main 
provisions of the Act and it is not also consistent with the fundamental 
rights of the Legislature to vary or alter any salary that it determines. 
It is for you to decide whether the proviso which is in conflict with the 
main provisions of the Act or affects the fundamental rights of the 
Legislature, should be void or not to the extent of its repugnancy to the 
main section and to the fundamental rights of the Legislature. The 
main section lays down that tlie I^egislature will from time to time 
determine a Minister’s salary. Besides, I submit that it is a universal 
principle that tlie power to make includes the power exerciseable to add 
or to vary. I am not dispiiting it at the present moment; I am simply 
mentioning it for your consideration and that of the House. I do not 
want to take up the time of the Council any more. But before I resume 
my seat I must reiterate that this House is very much hurt because it 
is going unrepresented in the Cabinet contrary to the practice which is 
being observed practically in all the provinces of India and also contrary 
to the convention well-established in the Britisli Parliament. 


Mfi 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL. Gn a point of information^ 
Sir. It is really very unfortunate that practically almost every day 
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vve have not got the privilege of having the august presence oi the 
Hon’ hie Chief Minister in this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: r)r(ler, order. The orij^inal motion of the 
HoTi’ble Minister and all the amendments are hefoie the House. If 
any member wants to s])eak on the nmiions he may do so. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: In 0 |)iu)siiii»‘ any 
reduction of Ministers’ salary as proposed in the various motions, may 
I point out that during* the last goveinment under diarcliy, ohiections 
were raised by Congressmen and other critics of high salaries on purely 
political grounds and not for economic purposes? If I rightly I’emem- 
ber, the Maharaja of Santosh advocated a salary of Hs. 4,000 (Mpial to 
that of nigh Court Judges. Sir, nowhere in the syieecbes delivered 
by Congressmen like late Mr. C. It. T>as was there any mention that 
Its. ''iOO was a<le([uate salary of ^Nrinisters. No political leasons have 
lieen urged b> any mover for lower salary to-day. AVliat tin' mover 
has urged here to-day is one — the (piestion of economy and the other 
— social values of services of the Ministers, and the jnihlic duty to 
society has been urged l.y my learned friend, Mr. llumaxun Kabir. 
These are the main grounds of the opjiositionists on this sabny (jues- 
tion. Is it jxhssible to expect much in the way of economv by cr.tting 
down tbe pay of >our Ministers wdio are after all your servants? 
The State is an employe!- like other emydovers and if it want to get ita 
woi'k done by a suitable agency it has got to pay a nnuket yirice for it. 
Even though it may be urged that in the case of the (xovernment work, 
motive of patriotism and the like may influence the rate at which labour 
is willing to take and yet there is an irreducible niinimuni belo^v which 
the requisite agency cannot be secured. 

I shall give you an humble analogy. Many of us, s|>ecially men of 
Calcutta, own motor cars and are somewhat perturbed hy higli rates of 
pay which comi>etent drivers demand. If members conduct their 
private affairs on the lines of their ])uhlic utterances, they may well 
retrench their chauffeur on Es. 60 a month and putting in a motor (^ar- 
cleaner as driver on Es. 15 a month. If they make this announcement 
in their families it will be received with applause. If on the next day 
^hey have to tell the survivors of the family that some of their brothers 
and sisters have passed away to the other world through a regrettable 
collision between the car and a passing tram, there will be a great 
shock. The same analogy holds good in the present case. 

I have studied the conditions in Japan. I refer to Dr. Murray’s 
book on Japan and taxation of that country. In Japan the Prime 
Minister gets a higher salary than other officials. The question of 
Civil Service pay and the cost of living of Japanese of the middle and 
upper classes are lower than (nir.s. Japan raised her taxes eight 
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times. In Japan Ministers are recruited from certain class of people 
who have plenty of leisure, money and means. It is, therefore, 
immaterial what pay is given to Ministers in Japan. The same thino 
also holds good here. The Maharaja of Kasimbazar, the Raja of 
Baikunthapore, Nawab Musharruf Hosain and the Nawab of Dacca 
and also the present Finance Minister can well afford to work on lowei 
pay. But what about the rest? 

Our social system has to be changed as in Japan to- fix lower salaries. 
Since the reconstitution of the Indian Civil Services as far back a> 
1878, i)ay and emoluments were impioved beyond all calculation « and 
our u]>per middle class society, specially Hindu Society, is based on u 
new economic foundation, viz., service plutocracy w^ho build big houses 
and live comfortably in big cities. Another class of people has been 
drawn from the legal profession with fat fees, from the merchant j)rincev 
and from the heaven-boin Rajas and Nawabs. 1 therefore maintain 
that Rs. 2,500 is adequate. 

Another reason of my argument is this. By getting higher salary 
the Ministers are not going to live on more luxury l>ecanse the moment 
they try to do so they become unpopular, 'therefore they have got io 
distribute some of their money for public purposes. That is ihe reason 
why (rovemors and Viceroy get such a huge salary. Everybody knows 
W’^bat hap|>ened to J^ord Carmichael. Wlien he retired from India he wa^ 
in debts. Certainly he dnl not send his money over to England oi 
Australia. 

I do maintain and ask you in all earnestness to consider wlial you 
preach and what yon practise at home. Then you will realise that if 
you have n fairly good income, you are less wuuricd, and then yon cni! 
devote your money to public causes. 

A member: That is w hen y(Hi manage public money. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: In other pait^ 

of the world, such as Victoria Province in Australia, where there is o 
Upper IToii.se and a Low^er House, there are 8 Ministers, I admit, but 
the pay of each Minister is £2,000 — and Victoria is an agricultural 
country. You have got to compare with India a country like that, and 
not Japan. 

Mr. RANAJIT^PAL CHOWDHURY: On a point of information. 
Sir. May I enquire of the hon’ble member whether he is speaking on 
behalf of the labour or on behalf of the capitalists? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: T was speckiuL 
on h^rialf of the labour. T w^as speaking about the minimum niaikr" 
nr A^ue of lalmur of the puldic servants. 
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Mr. LaLIT CHAMibitA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support 
the motions which were moved by my friend Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti, Motions Nos. 6 and 11 of the List. In these motions 
the salary of a Minister has been fixed at 750. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion No. 11 has not been moved. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, T was given to under- 
.stand that Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti took the two motions to- 
gether and he was permitted to do that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, am I to understand that I am 
to confine ni}^ .speech only to motion No. ijY 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yon can refer to all the motions that have been 
moved but not the one that has not been moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In fixing the salary of the Ministers, 
we should remember one particular fact and that is, whatever we will 
decide to do here, will be for five years to (‘ome so far as the salaries of 
the Ministers are concerned. Therefore it is a great necessity that 
there should be a gi-eat circumspection on the part of Ihe hon’ble 
members io arrive at a jiroiier figure as to the salaries of the Ministers. 
So far as this (|uestion is coiujerned, it seems to me that it will be better 
if we take a very rapid surrey of the budgetary position of our pro- 
vince which is likely to be for four years to (‘ome. In the course of 
my s])eecli, I will not refer to books on Japan or England but T will try 
to confine myself to the statement of facts which was made by the 
Ilon’ble Mr. Nalini Panjan Sarker, the Finam^e Minister, with respect 
to this country. 

T will turn to page 6 of his speech when he presented the budget. 
On page G he says *‘at the commencement of the reforms in 1920-21, 
we opened with a balance of 2*72 crores. Then came the great depres- 
sion which began in 1930-31, and it brought about a complete collapse 
of our revenues. There were large deficits from year to year and we 
could only meet such deficits by Ih) no wing from the Centre. As a 
measure of ad interim relief pending a fresh settlement under the 
coming Reforms, the Centre voted for our benefit annually from 1934- 
35 a subsidy consisting of 50 per cent, of the net proceeds of the 
export duty on jute grown in this province. This only served to arrest 
the rot 

Sir, what happened next year was that BengaPs share in the alloca- 
tion of the jute duty was increased from 50 per cent, to 62i per qeilt., 
resulting in an increase of BengaPs resources by about 45 lakhs^iH 
21 
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the previous year’s receipts. This amount together with the wipiijig off 
of 8 crores of Bengal’s debt to the Government of India, enabled this 
province to present a budget which might be called a balanced budget. 
In this connection, we must remember one fact, viz., when the Govem- 
ment of India gave us a liability of non-Government deposits, they 
did not give us corresponding funds to meet the liability. To these 
must be added what Ihe Hon’ble Finance Minister referred to in the fol- 
lowing terms, on imge 9 of his budget speech : — 

‘‘The deposits so far made in respect of this transfer fee exceed 50 
lakhs, and if the fee is to be abolished by an amendment of the Act, 
stopping the income on this score, we should fine ourselves saddled with 
a liability of 50 lakhs to be liquidated in course of five or six years, with 
practically no specific resources to meet such a liability.” 

Now, Sir, it is an accomplished fact that the landlords’ fee has 
been done away with and there has been an additional liability of 50 
lakhs for which there are practically no substantial resources to meet 
such liability. Therefore the budget which is said to be a surplus 
budget may now be considered to be really a deficit budget. 

I woiild now draw the attention of the members of this House to the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister’s further observation on page 26 of his 
speech, which runs as follows : — 

“The magnitude of our problems is naturally in direct proportion 
to the intensity of our poverty. To appreciate this inter-dependence 
and to adjust from time to time our ends to oui means and the means 
to the ends are, io my mind, the essence of practical wisdom.” 

With the above statement I wholly agree. 

Sir, T would now ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister what are the 
immediate social needs of Bengal. These are — the introduction of free 
compulsory primary education, provisions of sufficient funds for 
battling diseases and also for solving the unemployment problem. 
These are the immediate social needs, and as a matter of fact, for the 
purpose of introducing free compulsory primary education a statement 
was made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the effect that the 
ministry would do all in their power to tackle this question. As every- 
body knows, the introduction of free compulsory primary education 
demands a very large amount of money. Therefore, I submit, Sir, that 
a proper provision of money for meeting the immediate social needs can- 
not be so arranged as to give at the same time sufiScient money to the 
pockets of the Ministers as well as house allowances and also some 
money to the members of the Legislatures. After providing first for 
the primary social needs, if sufficient funds are not left, then I submit 
^ proper perspective arises as to what salaries might be distributed to 
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our Ministers. We have to declare war against illiteracy and for that 
purpose of waging war, the only prospect before the country is bor- 
rowing, there, being no other way out of the situation. If, Sii, the 
Ministers really mean to bring better days to Bengal by introducing 
free compulsory priimiry education, by giving sufficient money to battle 
the diseases and by solving the unemployment problem, the only course 
that is open to us is borrowing. If that be the future of Bengal, viz., 
that there must be borrowing to carry on not only the internal adminis- 
tration but also to bring benefits to the people of Bengal, then I 
respectfully submit that the policy of the old government must be (com- 
pletely changed. The policy of the old government with its top heavy 
administration, was the restoration of the cut in officers’ salaries even 
by the imposition of fresh taxation. Now, I submit that this policy 
must give way to a new policy of national economy and retrenchment. 
The question now cornea to this, that if the Government adopt the policy 
of national economy and retrenchment, the question arises as to what 
should he the proper salary for the Ministers. 

Sir, I would not travel beyond India in order to suggest the proper 
salary, but T should respectfully draw the attention of the House to 
the examples of Madras, Bombay, the United Provinces, the Central 
Provinces and even the North Western Frontier Provinces. Madras 
has got an annual levenue of Ps. 17 crores, — 5 crores more than what 
Bengal enjoys; Bombay’s revenue is 15 crores; the revenue of the 
United Provinces equals that of Bengal. If that be the situation, I 
do not agree with my friend, Mr. Humayun Xabir, who says that a 
salary of Rs. 750 would be too small. I submit, Sir, that the d(H*ision 
arrived at by the Congress Ministers of other Provinces as a result of 
delibeiations made in a cool atmosphere regarding the recpiirements of 
the country, was that the highest salary that could be drawn in India 
should not be more than Its. 500, of course there should l>e allowances 
for house rent and motor car and other things ; and this was the deci- 
sion which was arrived at, not in a hurry but by deliberations made in 
a cool atmosphere by all the best minds of India in the Indian National 
Congress. 

We have the examples of Messrs. Rajagopalachariar, Govindballav 
Pant, Dr. Kher and Mr. Khare. These gentlemen were not sentimental 
but w’ere patriotic enough to accept a salary of Rs. 500. They have 
done so, impelled by a patriotic sense to raise the people from their 
miserable conditions and also to show an example to the country. 
Although Madras has, as I have said, a revenue of over Rs. 5 crores 
more than what Bengal has got, and although Bombay has 3 more 
crores than Bengal and the United Provinces have got the same revenue 
as that of Bengal, these gentlemen have been patriotic enough to 
accept only Rs. 500 as being sufficient for their needs; for they want to 
follow the ideology of the East and not of the West. They want to 
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live plainly and to think highly; that is the policy they have followed. 
Why should we have to go to Japan or even to England? Here are 
the examples shown by the best sons of India and with these examples 
before us, should we not ask our ministers to be satisfied with Rs. 750 
as suggested by the mover*:' 

My friend Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy Chowdhury cited the example 
of Japan; but he has not mentioned the fact that the revenue of 
Japan is many times higher than that of Bengal. 

My friend Mr. Humayun Kabir drew attention to the salary of the 
Ministers in England which does not exceed £2,000 per annum. But 
as a matter of fact you will find that the revenue of England is about 
200 times that of Bengal. If therefore comparison be drawn, 
the salary of Rs. 750 suggested in the amendment of my friend 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti cannot by any stretch of imagination 
be said to be low; but 1 think it is sufficient and enough for honest 
and patriotic Ministers wdio mean real business for our country. 

Mr. 8ACHINORA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, I find that there 
are more than one amendment regarding the ministers’ salary. I want 
to point out one thing in this connection. It is out of question to 
dictaie that you should live upon this amount or that, you should not 
spend more than so much. The inode of living or the standard of 
living differs amongst different people. Somebody lives on mere dal 
and hhat, I think, particularly the Hon’ble Chief Minister follows that 
example. There also may be some who live on fish, meat, as well as 
milk. Somebody simply uses plain d/iofi. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Is that a plain dhoti which you are wearing? 

Mr. SACHINDRA HARAYAN 8ANYAL: Yes, it is absolutely 
-plain and as white as milk. 

I think it is not right to request anyone that he should get, or 
•should not get, more than this. But my only request to the Hon’ble 
Ministers is that when they are determined to do real benefit to the 
poor, ill-fed people ; and particularly when they find that they could 
make no ])rovisions for the expansion of the nation-building depart- 
ments, in that case should they not make some sacrifice and say: 
“Well, we will not accept more than this amount as our salaries.” 
Why don’t they come forward voluntarily and say that they will not 
take more than this amount? I know, Sir, particularly some of the 
members of the Cabinet, or rather a majority of them, are quite well-to- 
do. Sir, if I am out of order, I hope you will please pull me up. But 
knowing particularly that the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s income was 
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not less than a lakh of rupees a year which he used to draw from the 
Hindusthan Insurance Company and I think that income I could never 
expect to get in my life. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, are the private affairs 
of members of the Cabinet relevant to the discussion ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

We are soon going to take in all the money from the zemindars for 
the purpose of doing good to the poorer people. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: You will soon find yourself in the grip of extreme poverty 
and that is the inevitable result of what you are doing. 


Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: So my only request to 
Uie Hon’ble Ministers is to make some sacrifice when they are so 
anxious to render some real benefit to the poor ])(‘0])1 p. Why slioiild 
tliey not say: “Well, come on wliat are you talking, we are <*v(m 
])repared to carry on our work as honorary Ministers. (Hear, hear.) 
We want to do good to the country.” 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOUDHURY: ( an the hon'hle member in 
the course of five minutes change liis attitude? He opened his speech 
by saying that lie was sui)]>orting the Ministers and now he is 
attacking them. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. 8 anyal, you need not take notice of any 
interruptions. 


Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: I want that isters 

should voluntarily say, ‘‘Well, when there is such an agitation, we 
shall not take a farthing more than what we actually require.” Are 
they prepared to do so? I do know, Sir; but there are otlier members 
in both the Houses who are prepared to make sacrifice to tliat length. 
However, my point wdth regard to this amendment for reduction in 
their salaries has nothing to do with no-confidence. We do not 
yet that we have no confidence in the Ministers but if they go on ]ik(j 
this and if they do not care whether they can provide anything for ihe 
nation-building departments and only care for money to be distributed 
amongst themselves, among the officials and the members of both the 
Houses, then I do not know what will be the future for them. 
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Mr. D. H. WILMER: Mr. President, Sir, the group for whom I 
speak support the bill and oppose the amendments which have beeu 
introduced. The amendments may be divided into two classes. First, 
the proposals for reductions by various amounts. Sir, my group feel 
that the salaries proposed in the bill are reasonable. The officials who 
will receive salaries, have undertaken great responsibilities. They 
have also taken on their shoulders a tremendous amount of work. If 
they are capable of performing all the duties which in this hon’ble 
House they have been asked to do; if they are, for instance, to solve 
the unemployment problem, I feel that the salaries which they are to 
receive are an extremely small remuneration. Secondly, we all know 
the rates of salary which are paying in this city and the standard oi 
living which must be adopted by the gentlemen in their position, 
and I am sure this hon’ble House wishes that the Ministers of thi- 
Government would be able to live according to their proper standard 
of living. All that I wish now to say further on the subject of the 
proposed reductions is in connection with (‘ertain remarks made aboni 
the salaries paid to Ministers in Kngland. 1 have to-day obtained a 
current copy of a well known book, the Whittaker’s Almanac, whicli 
I think may be taken as one containing reliable informations. I ask 
your leave to quote from that. The Prime Minister in England, 1 
must say Great Britain, because my S(‘ottish friend takes objection io 
England, receives a salary of £5,000 a year 

Several members; No, it is now £8,000 and is going to be raised 
to £10,000. 

Mr. D. H. WILMER: And I understand that there is a bill which 
is going to increase that salary to £10,000 a year. Numerous other 
officers of the State also receive a salary of £5,000 a year there. 

I will now deal with the amendment proposed by the Maharaja oi 
San tosh. The group for whom I speak thoroughly endorse the 
principle behind that amendment, namely, that it is in the interest ot 
good Government and the proper discharge of the business of this 
hon’ble House that a Minister should be chosen from this House. 
At the same time, it must be remembered that the Hon^ble Ministers, 
as they have themselves said in this hon’ble House, have undertaken 
what I may be describe as a new job and we must give them time to 
find and try to have this new machinery in the proper working order. 
Therefore the group for whom I speak, feel that it is not fair to attack 
them by proposing restrictions or conditions on their salaries, and that 
when the views of this House have been placed before them and it is 
hoped that remedy will be made in due course, my group are not in 
favour of supporting the amendment suggested by the Maharaja oi 
Santosh. Further, it has been said that the Ministers have been most 
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punctual and regular in their attendance in all the sittings of this 
House and that they have not neglected this hon’ble House. Then a 
reference has been made again this morning io section 51 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. The actual words are “provided that 
the salary of a minister shall not be varied during his term of office’’. 
I draw the attention of this hon’ble House to the use of the singular 
number “a minister and liis term of office’', and 1 submit that the 
intention of this proviso is to safeguard the rights of a particular 
minister, the intention being that if a minister accepts office at a time 
when the salary applicable to that office is Rs. 3,000 a month, during 
his term of office his personal salary cannot be altered. It is in fact 
upholding the principle of the sanctity of contract. It is a matter 
of common knowledge that if a gentleman is engaged under a term of 
contract on a salary of Rs. 1,000 a month, his employer cannot arbi- 
trarily say in the second year that you have to receive only Rs. 150. 
The employee is entitled to say that by virtue of his contract he is 
entitled to get Rs. 1,000 a month. It is admitted that when a minister 
is appointed, he does not enter into any such contract, but he is cer- 
tainly entitled to draAv salary at a fixed rate. This has been provided 
for in the statute, and it is there provided as a safeguard that during 
bis particular term of office, his remuneration cannot be altered. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: It seems to me that the course 
of discussion on this bill in this House should take a definite channel. 
This is a bill which could not possibly have been introduced by tis in 
this House. It comes up before us for revision. In other words, we 
have to exercise a revisional jurisdiction, not an original, in this 
matter. Sir, it is a well-known i)rinciple followed in all revisional 
proceedings that unless the decision of the Lower House appears to be 
perverse on the face of it, it is not usual for the revisional House to 
interfere with their discretion and, I should say, their privilege. I say, 
their privilege because as a House of representatives, they are the 
custodians of the people’s money. They are the people who are solely 
authorised to impose taxation, and it is in view of their own financial 
position, as placed before them by the Einance Minisler, that they 
have to regulate their own decisions. Now, Sir, it appears to me, as 
I have said, that we have to see whether the provisions of the bill are 
so revolting to intelligence or so militate against the principles of 
decency or other considerations that we should interfere. In 'that 
view of the case only I support it. 1 would ask the House not to think 
for a moment that because we are members of the Coalition group, and 
there is that Coalition Ministry — w'e are going to support the hill as 
presented by the Government — I mean the Coalition Government. We 
are strong lenough and we have courage enough to throw the Coalition 
Government out, if an occasion will arise for a thing like that. As 
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a matter of sound principle, so far as I am concerned, I do not know 
what my party will do, because I give them individual freedom in the 
matter. 'and do not like to bind them — the salaries, at least the salary 
given to the Chief Minister — far from being extravagant, seems to me 
to be rather inadequate; but I do not propose to move any amendment 
because I wish to support the sum as fixed by the Lower House. 
As regards the other ministers, I do not think that this is either inade- 
quate or extravagant. On the whole I support the bill, as presented, 
with only this regret that the salary of the Chief Minister could not 
be raised to the highest limit of salaries alloived to the officers of the 
provincial Government next under His Excellency the Governor. I 
cannot myself contemplate with equanimity that the Director of 
Public Instruction, who is the head of the Education Department under 
the (Hiief Minister, should be getting an equal ainount, viz., Rs. d,00() 
a month; nor can I contemplate with equanimity that the Surgeon- 
General, who is the head of a department under a minister, should 
be getting more than the minister Ijimself. Speaking, Sir, as an 
Indian legislator under the new constitution, I think, we look small 
before the world. Sir, idolatry is a common practice all over the 
world cx(*ept in the Islamic world. Rut Islam, too, has in Rengal 
given up the worship of principle and has reverted hack to idolatry. 
Now, what is Kingship, and what is Governorship? These are all more 
or less forms of idolatry. One common idea permeates the whole world. 
Why do we pay homage to the King and to the Governor? And what 
is all this attendant grandeur and pomp but a form of idolatry? Some- 
times motions are brought before the legislature in regard to the 
Governor’s household expenditure — such as twenty-four soirr/rs, band 
and bodyguard, etc. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The hon’ble 
member cannot discuss the Governor\s household expenses. 


Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am going into that simply 
by way of illustration, and I say ihat all these are forms of idolatry. 
You might as well say that the Governor or the King should go about 
in plain clothes, but that is not permissible. 

A member: The ITon’ble the Finance Minister is himself in plain 
clothes. 


Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: For that will not keep the 
imagination and the fancy of the people alive, it will not make them 
feel proud of their own position. And that is why allowances ar6 
given to them for the maintenance of their dignity. Sir, I am proud 
of myself, and a man who is not proud of himself, is not fit to live. 
We do not want to live the life of a nigger. It seems to me. Sir, that, 
so far as the highest offices under the Crown are concerned, we should 
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not try to reduce the salaries to an abominable figure which will make 
their recipients look small before the world and make us look smaller 
still. Now, Sir, before I proceed to discuss the various amendments 
that have been tabled, it seems to me that the only amendment which 
should require our serious attention, is the amendment of the Maharaja 
of Santosh. I shall have occasion in future to refer to tliis matter, 
viz., to the cold shade of neglect into which this House has been 
thrown in connection with the bills that will come hereafter. I do 
not wish to waste much of our time, but I fully endorse tlie i)] iii(*ip]e 
laid down, and in the assertion of our privileges 1 am enliiely in 
sympathy with the spirit underlying that amendment, but in view of 
the fact that 1 am a full supporter of the bill as introdu(‘ed in this 
House, I am unable to support the letter of that amendment. 

I should be veiy sorry. Sir, to take upon myself the responsibility of 
an attenjptf*d reply to the amendment proposed by the Congress group. 
Their amendment ])uts me in mind of one incident that happened in 
the year 1929, when 1 appeartnl before tlie Simon Commission on 
behalf of the lleiigal Muhammadans. Mr. Fazl-ul Huq, the present 
Chief Minister, was a member of the Provincial Committee which sat 
to advise the Statutory Commission from England. One day it so 
happened that he could not attend the meeting before lunch, as he 
was engaged in some important case in the High Court and lie came 
just at the time we were leaving the consultation chamber. Sir John 
Simon smiling seized Mr. Huq by the hand and said: “Mr. Fazl-ul 
Huq, we have come here seven thousand miles away from England to 
work for tlie benefit of your country, but bow is it that you could not 
make time to see us and you vrere earning j^our feesy” The 
immediate retort given by Mr. Fazl-ul Huq was: “Sir, if you have 
done so, y^ou have ample compensation for that. We are all poor 
people earning our living in India, but you will have your full com- 
pensation, when future history will record your name in perpetuity as 
the maker of the destiny of the Indian nation.’’ My reply to that 
amendment, Sir, would be similar to the reply given by Mr. Fazl-ul 
Huq. Well, if the Congress ministers accept Rs. ^500 as their pay, 
do they not find ample compensation in the fact that almost every 
morning they see their names in print in all the newspapers P Indeed 
we are all eager to see our names in print even if it is necessary to 
undergo some difficulties therefor. That is compensation enough. 
It is compensation that their names will appear in History — this is 
more than ample compensation for the low salary that they are pre- 
pared or disposed to take. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Follow them. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is the only reply that 
I would give, and I do not want to say^ anything more as it might 
embitter the feelings of the two communities. 
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Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJIS Sir, I bare absolutely so 

doiftt in my own mind as regards the fate of the Cpngress amendment 
which has been moved here, and yet I owe it to myself, to my party, 
and also to the great organization which I have the honour to represent 
here in this Council, to give to this amendment all the support that 
I can and with the utmost enthusiasm and emphasis of which I am 
capable. Sir, I am not dense enough to expect that the present 
Government of Bengal will commit the heinous crime that has been 
already committed by as many as seven other provinces of India in 
fixing a standard of salary for their ministries, which the Government 
of Bengal in its superior wisdom and larger patriotism is disposed to 
consider as ludicrous and absurd. Never had Bengal, the home ol 
freedom and the harbinger of progress, sunk so low in Indian public 
life. Time was when the late Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale used to 
declare from every platform: “What Bengal thinks to-day, the rest 
of India will think to-morrow.” But, Sir, the days of her glory are 
noM^ oyer. Bengal is now lagging behind and losing to the rest of 
India in every sphere of national life, whether it be administration or 
be it the public services, — even in spheres of life that are economic 
and cultural and, most, in the sphere of politics, which was Bengal’s 
strongest point. 


Mr- NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: We have lost it long ago. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; She has lost for ever, 1 am 
afraid, her old primacy in Indian thought and life. And add to this 
that, despoiled of her riches by an inequitable federal finance, Bengal 
Stands to-day as the poorest of the Indian provinces, although 
lutiinsically she is the richest. That is the situation which we have 
to face to-day. And novr she is called upon to groan under the 
burden of excessive overhead charges of a top-heavy administration. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Eighty per 
ceiii. of the total revenue is consumed by these overhead charges. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; Major provinces like 
Bombay and Madras can get on with only six or seven ministers, but 
B(‘ngal must have a ministerial team of eleven. 


The Hon’ble Nawafo Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

But Madras has as many as ten Ministers. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; I am sorry, I should have 

said Bombay and the United Provinces. As I was saying. Sir, Bengal 
must have a ministerial team of eleven— a truly sporting team which 
i« out to play with government and administration. 
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Thi Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Quite so; they 
are playing the gance. ■* 

Dr> RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Not pla3n[ng the game, but 

piaviiigwith administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN BARKER: Not only are 
tIiOY playing the game, but they will give yon goals also. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: And, Sir, if each of these 
Miijisters is to get nearly five times the salary ot the forlorn Ministers 
of miijor provinces like Bombay, Madras— 1 hope I can now refer to 
Madra.’s as well — and the United Provinces — Heaven save Bengal! 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Wait and see. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The Government think that 
the Congress has run mad in pursuit of its visionary schemes in fixing 
a ridiculously low salary for the ministers, but, Sir, I must remind 
the government that there is a method in their madness (Ironical 
cheers from the Treasury Bench), which will prove that its own 
madness is of a different kind. The madness of its ministers is their 
madness in the pursuit of power and pelf. It must not think that the 
Congress has fixed this salary by a mere whim or caprice. It is not 
merely to apply the ascetic ideal to administration or to spiritualize 
politics. It is to establish the princi^de that a minister must take to 
Ins job not as an opjiortunity for personal profiteering. The Congress 
stands for the abolition of profiteering in all spheres of life in the 
interests of the down-trodden masses. (Hear, hear.) The Congress 
view is that ministership is not a sphere of profiteering but a sphere of 
social service — an opportunity for serving the people. (Hear, hear.) 


A member: What about the Calcutta Corporation where the 
Congress is predominant? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: And I must go a little 

further. The Congress principle of fixing the salaries of ministers 
is that they should bear some relation, firstly, to the revenue of the 
province to be administered by the ministers, and, secondly, to the 
average income of the citizens they are called upon to govern. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is the average 
income of a man in Bengal Its. 500? 


Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: In this connection. Sir, I 
would only quote a few figures to show the absurdity of the scale of 
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salaries fixed for the Ministers in Bengal. The revenue of Great 
Britain — I am not excluding Scotland here because I want revenue — 
the revenue of entire Great Britain is about 1,260 crores of rupees per 
annum. The enhanced salary of the British Prime Minister is now 
about £10,000, out of which the poor Prime Minister has to pay an 
income-tax of £3,500, and that leaves his net salary to be only about 
£5,000 or £6,000, or about Rs. 70,000 to Rs. 80,000. As against this 
picture — you must go the whole hog with me for a time — ^please 
consider what we are doing in India. Please consider that the Govern- 
ment of India have a revenue of only 122 crores, i.e., less than one- 
tenth of Great Britain’s revenue, and India has to maintain a Governor 
General, and at what cost — at a total cost of £130,000, with allow- 
ances, which is a vast sum of about 2 crores of rupees. India has to 
find this huge sum for the maintenance of the Viceroy and Governor 
General. As against the British Cabinet Minister’s salary of £5,000 
a year, the Members of the Governor General’s Council get about 
£6,000 each for administering only about one-tenth of the revenue of 
Great Britain. And their Secretaries get £4,000. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: On a point of 
order. Sir. Is such officers’ salary under discussion here? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I am placing these Egures 
for purposes of comparison so that the whole question may be seen in 
its proper perspective. Please do not glibly talk about these very 
material points. The amount of revenue administered is the main 
point to be considered. We should not take a leap in the dark. 

The Hon^ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: India is not in the 

dark. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The total revenue of India 
from all the provinces put together amounts to Rs. 92 crores. I 
want to find out the wherewithal of your salaries. The total revenue 
of both the Centre and the Provinces comes to only one-sixth of the 
total revenue of Great Britain. But each Member of the Viceroy’s 
Council gets more than wiiat a Cabinet Minister draws in England, 
while the Government of Bengal are outdoing the extravagance even 
at the centre. 

Some of us have a great fascination for the democratic ideals of 
the Irish Free State. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not we. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Most of us including some 
of you. You quote the Irish Free State as an example. 
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The Irish Free State has a revenue of about 46 crores. Even a 
small island commands a revenue much higher than that of the entire 
province of Bengal but the Irish Free State can only afford to pay to 
its Prime Minister a salary of £1,500 (about Rs. 21,000 annually) or 
Rs. 1,700 monthly. Japan which has a revenue of Rs. 150 crores 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, yes, refer to 
Japan with a gusto. 

Df. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: Our Indian Keir Hardy over 
there, says, ‘refer to Japan with a gusto.’ 

Mr, KRI8HNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: I have got a 
paper with me which says that Japan pays £10,000 to her Prime 
Minister. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The labour member was 
very ciueful in sup])re8sing the figure of Japan’s revenue. 1 do not 
intentionally look to the East. 1 look towards the West as a source 
of inspiration and I should think that in this modern age India should 
not he below the Irish Free State in this matter. These statistics, 
facts and figures, should speak for themselves. The Ministers of 
Bengal must realise that they have inflicted the gravest injustice upon 
the province of Bengal by adding to the overhead charges at this 
critical moment in Bengal’s history when Bengal has been despoiled 
of her intrinsic wealth by federal finance over wdiich we have no 
control. Is this the occaision to make an increment to the salary 
which was granted by the (xovernor for the interim period? Will the 
Government of Bengal allow the other provinces to outstrip this 
province in this matter too, a matter ultim^ely of patriotism and 
public spirit ? Well, as I said, they must pause to consider on what 
principle the salaries of public servants should be fixed and I have 
given them adequate examples to show in what way equitably this 
matter can be arranged. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There ar<3 fifty-two 
ministers in England. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Yes, with a revenue of 
Rs. 1,250 crores. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: In all the provinces taken 
together there will be more than 52 ministers in India. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: Thus the Government of 
Bengal are guilty of several offences. First of all, not merely have 
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they added to the salaries granted originally by the Governor in the 
exercise of his -special prerogative, but they have also added to the 
number of ministers. So both in point of . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN 8ARKER: Did we appoint? 

A members Appointments were made on your advice. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJIS Because you said yourself 
that you are the Governor of Bengal. As you say that I must hold 
you responsible for the appointments. 

First, they have added to the number of ministers beyond expecta- 
tion and no other province has committed this blunder. And, 
secondly, not merely is it a quantitative atrocity. They are also 
qualitatively guilty because they have increased the salary of every 
individual minister. They have committed another great offence 
against the constitution by absolutely ignoring the Upper House as 
if it has no part in the administration of the province, although it has 
been given a part in the legislation. So I hope that common sense 
will return to this Government, and that the Council will enthusias- 
tically pass the measure of economy which is no longer to be treat 
a-s an abstract ideal but is already in effective operation in the dav to 
day administration of no less than seven provinces controlling between 
them the destinies of seventy-five per cent, of the population of India. 
My facts are more eloquent than any argument employed in this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the hon’ble 
member be satisfied if some more ministers are appointed from the 
Upper House ? 

Or. RADHA KUMtiD MOOKERill: Certainly not. When such 
a constitutional point of view is raised it is the practice in other 
couni ries to make readjustment and re-shuffling of portfolios and for 
the fertile brains of fhe Ministers of Bengal, I believe, it is not impos- 
sible fo make such a shuffling feasible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Will you be satisfied, 
if we reduce the number ? 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, before I either oppose or support the 
motions that are before the House, I should like to say a few words 
regarding the complaint made by the Maharaja of Santosh that no 
minister has been taken from this House and that this House has been 
totally ignored thereby. It is true that this House has been ignored. 
But the responsibility lies with the Maharaja himself. With all the 
influence that he has on the Government and the Governor himself, he 
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ought to iave been able to induce the Gk>vernment to take one minister 
from this House. We hope very much from him. He holds an 
eminent position and it is a pity that with all his ability and intelli- 
gence he has not been able to keep up the dignity of the House. This 
is our complaint against him. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the amendment which he has moved. I 
would say that he has not given any suggestion as to what will be done 
with the remaining two ministers. The motion does not commend it- 
self to us because he has not given any practical suggestion as to what 
should be done with regard to the work of the remaining two ministers 
if only nine ministers are fixed by the decision of this House. 

With regard to the resolution of Mr. Humayun Kabir, I might say, 
and say it delibenately, that it does not deserve any consideration, 
because he has put a total salary of lls. 2,500 including sumptuary and 
other allowances and there is no appreciable difference between this and 
the salaries proposed in the bill. The bill proposes a salary of Rs. 3,000 
for the Chief Minister and Rs. 2,500 for the other ministers. Will it 
solve the question of unemployment or the great problem of peasantry 
of Bengal if the small curtailment, suggested by Mr. Humayun Kabir, 
is made? I submil, Sir, that his cut motion is moved with a view to- 
censuring ihe Ministry — a sort of no-confidence. 

So far as the motion of the Congress group is conc(‘rn{‘d, it is, I 
submit, a motion of destruction. 


Several members: Certainly not; it is constructive. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: 1 am not here to advocate the cause of big 
salaries for the ministers. I know the condition of the people of the 
province — I know it much better than any people on the other side of 
the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. Can the 
hon'ble member refer to the members on this side of the House as 
‘‘people’’ ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kader Baksh, you should address the 
members of this House as “hon’ble members”. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: I beg your pardon. Sir. I say Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta and Mr. Lalit Chandra Das should first try to curtail 
their huge amount of fees which they draw and which they do not 
deserve. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order again. Sir. Is 
he entitled to refer to us in this way? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Please do not refer to personal matters. 


Mr. KADER BAK8H: If they are at all anxious for the peasantn 
of Bengal who do not get two square meals a day, they ought to giv( 
some portion of their income which they get from their profession 
towards the amelioration of the condition of the people before the^ 
suggest any cut in the salaries of the ministers. I am of opinion tha 
there should be a cut first in the high fees that are demanded in tli< 
various professions — legal, medical and others. 

Has any cut been made in the pay of the Congress officials of tin 
Corporation ? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of order 
Sir. Is the hon’ble member entitled to bring in Corporation here ii 
this debate? 

8everal members: Yes, of course, for comparison. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Is he entitled i 
mention names of the members in citing examples? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have asked him not to do so. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri of Dacca 

Sir, one of my friends on the other side referred to the Nawab Bahadu 
of llaccva and Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker as drawing huge allowance 
and huge grants and so on. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: If my friends on the other side refer t 
Japan and England for the sake of comparison, am I not entitled t 
refer to what is happening nearer home and compare the big salarie 
and fees drawn by the Congress people? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : Sir, again he is refei 
ring to us as ‘^people*’. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, the hon’ble members here, at leai 
most of them, speak about the conditions of the people in the interic 
and they drew attention of the Hon’ble Ministers to the salaries the 
ought to receive and asked them to do their work like honorary magi^ 
trates without being paid. Sir, Mr. Sanyal was talking about th 
condition of the peasantry. I ask him if he has cut down his luxurif 
and has done anything for the peasantry of Bengal. Has there bee 
any decrease in the numiber of Rolls Royce cars in Bengal? The 
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have done aibsolutely nothing. Because I live in the interior and I am 
a peasant myself, I know the conditions of the peasantry very much. 
Never have I heard of any zemindar doing any good for the people. 
When the proposal was made for doing away with twenty per cent, of 
the salami, a very loud cry was raised on behalf of the zemindars, 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWD.HURY, of 
Santosh: Is the hon’ble member permitted to refer to a bill which is 
still under (ionsideration in the T^ower House? Is that relevant to the 
question under review? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kader Baksh will not be in order to anti- 
cipate any bill that is coming before the House. You are speaking 
aboiit the Ministers^ salary bill. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, I am not going to discuss the merits or 
demerits of the cixse. I iiin only speaking of the atmosphere prevailing 
in the country. That is the only point. With these few words I 
support the bill because I think nobody is prepared to give up his 
luxuries. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: On a point of order, Sir. 
We have a very great grievance to place before you. The grievance is 
that a member is going on showering his choicest compliments upon 
his friends on this side of the House but whenever he is called to order, 
he simply makes amends “I apologise'' and so on. This is not 
sufficient because an abuse has its full force and the apology comes too 
late and he is repeating it all through. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Mocker ji, you will not be in order to say 
that the hon’ble member does not mean what he says. You must take 
the statement of an hon’ble member as an expression of his honest 
opinion. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: As my friend Mr. Kader 
Baksh wanted to know what I have done in the matter of curtailing 
my luxury, I say before the House that I used to spend Rs. 5,000 a 
month whereas I do not spend more than Rs. 1,000 a month now. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I think T should try my level best and throw a little oil over this 
troubled sea and try to show that the Government is not wrong in what 
it has done. First, I think my friend the Maharaja of Santosh is the 
person with whom I should deal. My friend who knows the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, thoroughly well and already administered it 
for several years, now comes forward with a proposal which is 
absolutely out of all reckoning and which should not have been brought 
22 
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forward by him. If it were brought by others, I would not have 
minded much. He ought to know that as regards the appointment ot 
ministers and as to the number that should be fixed this is the pre- 
rogative of the Grovernor and if the Governor chooses any man to be 
his minister, he is so chosen. Neither this House nor the Lower House 
has been given any power of electing ministers of Government. If the 
right had come to this House or to the Lower House, we would have 
welcomed it but unfortunately the country has not got that right now. 
So the right is the right of the Governor and you have no right to say 
that the Governor is wrong. You cannot question his power, yon 
cannot q\iestion his prerogative. If you do so, the President will he 
the first person to call you out of order. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CH0WDHU41Y, of 
SantOSh : On a point of order. Sir, I am afraid the Hon’ble Minister is 
treading on dangerous grounds. He is ascribing motives to me which 
are far from my mind. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 1 

am sorry, I never meant that nor will I come to that point, I will not 
go so far. I will leave the House to conclude. Knowing full well that 
neither this House nor the Lower House has been given jwwer to elect 
ministers if he comes forward here with a proposal that this House 
should send some ministers, I ask if it is right, or if it is according 
to the constitution under which he has come here and taken his seat. 
The Government of India Act, 1935, expressly provides that you will 
not have the j^ower of electing ministers. The Act expressly says that 
this is the prerogative of the Governor himself. You or none of us 
will have the right to say that prerogative will be taken away. That 
being the position, if a man of the position of Sir Manmatha Natli 
comes forward with a proposal that this House is of opinion like this 
or it should be done in that way, it is against the very constitution 
which has brought him here. 

Maharaja 8ir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHUfflYp of 
8 ant 08 h: May I know. Sir, if the Hon’ble Minister is speaking with 
the concurrence of his colleagues or he is speaking merely on behalf of 
his ownself? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AINp Khan Bahadur: I 

may read out that salient portion of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
which will give a true idea of how the ministers are to be appointed. 
Section 51 of the Act provides that the Gk)vernor’s ministers shall be 
chosen and summoned by him. So the choice and summoning of a 
minister is in the hands of the Governor. If the Governor in exer- 
cise of the prerogative that has been given to him by this section of the 
Act, chooses the ministers and says that the number of ministers 
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should be so much, how can this House say that the number of ministers 
should be nine and one of them should be included in it. I think I 
have answered my hon’ble friend sufficiently and I should say that it is 
absolutely out of order in bringing a motion like this. I would not 
have spoken in this strain with any other member of this House. 
Maharaja of Santosh has worked the Government of India Act 
sufficiently long and he knows perfectly well that the number of 
ministers is to be fixed by the Governor and not by this House. If 
he now says that nine ministers should be appointed and two appointed 
by this House and the salary should be so much, I believe he is not 
correct, he is not right and it infringes the provisions of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, as to the principle. 

Mr. PRESIDEHTs Order, order. I think you cannot question the 
ruling of the Chair saying that this amendment is not in order. You 
must take it as correct. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

bow down to your ruling. Sir. Am I not permitted to say this much 
that so far as the motion of the Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chowdhury, of Santosh is concerned, it is not based on the Government 
of India Act, 1935, I think I can say this much that so far as this 
proposal is concerned, it militates against the spirit of the wording of 
the Act. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you read the amendment of the hon*ble 
mover, you will find he suggests that the establishment and other 
allowances should be so much if the number is more than nine ; he 
does not specifically say that the number should be fixed at that figure. 
I think you have missed the import of his amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: Then it becomes a 
hypothetical question. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

On that point I do not like to make any further statement. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: On a point of order. Sir. It seems that the 
debate has now developed into a duel of words which can be settled 
with equal benefit outside the House between the Hon’ble Judicial 
Minister and the Maharaja. 

I beg therefore to move that the question be now put. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There is no bar to accepting a motion of 
closure in the midst of a speech, but I do not like to encourage a 
precedent like this, at this stage. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAINp Khan Bahadur: 1 

see my friends are tired and I won’t keep them any longer away from 
their lunch. Lot of things have been spoken in this House which 
should be answered by the Treasury Bench. It has been said that the 
number of ministers is unwieldy and there is some difficulty of working 
it; but here in this unfortunate country, as India is, whenever any 
matter comes up, people begin to think of communal claims. So 
naturally as soon as the question of the ministry came up, we are so 
minded that we thought that our Hindu countrymen should have a 
sufficient number of ministers in the Cabinet. So here we at once 
came to the conclusion that the ratio should be 6 to 5. Bombay, 
Madras and United Provinces have most foolishly 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is this expression parlia- 
mentary ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAINp Khan Bahadur: 

I withdraw that word. Sir. I>on’t you think it was absolutely silly 

Several members: That is also unparliamentary. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, we consider that the appointment of only one minister in Madras 
from among the Moslem community is an insult to that community and 
exactly the same thing we can speak of Bombay. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. Is 
the Hon’ble Minister in order when he brings up such communal 
questions ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I submit. Sir, that we thought over all these affairs most carefully to 
see that everyone gets justice from Government, so that is the reason 
why you have got eleven ministers, otherwise probably there would 
have been nine — six Muhammadans and three Hindus. So I say, 
taking all the facts into consideration, His Excellency the Governor 
was right in fixing the number of the ministers at eleven. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER. Sir, I am sorry that 
the debate has taken this turn. At the outset I want to clear one 
issue. Some of the hon’ble meml>ers have said that the number of 
ministers appointed in this province is unweildy. It has been stated 
in justification that under the Act the ministers are appointed by 
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Excellently the Governor. We do not want to absolve ourselves from 
the responsibility of having the number of ministers fixed at eleven. 
There are various considerations for which this number had to be 
fixed, and we accept the responsibility of advising His Excellency the 
Governor in the manner we did, for veiy^ good reasons and for various 
considerations which are absolutely essential in the interests of good 
administration of this province. In this connection, I want to make 
it clear that it would have been very good and very helpful in the 
interests of efficiency in the conduct of the business of this House if 
one member of this Council could have been taken into the Ministry, 
but the fact remains that it is too late now to attempt at a solution. 
But I can assure this House on behalf of Government that no disresp>ect 
is meant to this House because we have not taken a minister from this 
House. It was done merely on the party basis. Even if a minister 
had been taken from this House, I do not think that Professor 
Mukherji’s party would have had any chance. 

Several memliers from the Congress benches: We did not want it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN BARKER: Please let me 
finish. As I was saying, the appointment of Ministers was made on 
a party basis. 

Sir, so far as the business of this House is concerned, we assure the 
hon’ble members of this House that we shall try our level best to 
accommodate or to be helpful to the hon’ble members of this House 
in the discharge of their duties. Now, Sir, so far as the criticisms 
against the bill are concerned, it has been mainly directed from two 
angles. The first is an idealistic standard — and it is argued that as 
the vast masses of the population are in a very miserable condition, 
the Ministers lieiug the representatives of the people should take a 
very low salary and they must be wedded to an ideal of simplicity. 
The next is the question of economy; because there is so much de- 
ficiency in our social order, we must make available as much money 
as is possible for the amelioration of the condition of the masses. 
These are the two angles from which the provisions of the bill have 
been mainly attacked. Sir, T have every admiration for those who 
believe and who are prepared to follow Jhe rigid code of simplicity in 
their daily life. I should like also to stress the fact that I greatly 
admire the motive which has prompted some of the Ministers in other 
provinces, whose names have been mentioned in this House, to take 
a very low salary and in this connection the name of Mr. Raja- 
gopalachariar has been particularly mentioned. I feel. Sir, that his 
sacred name ought not to have been so lightly mentioned. In this pro- 
vince if you wish to emulate his example, I think, as Mr. Cbakraverti 
had told us yesterday, charity must begin at home. Have you got a 
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leader of the Congress like Mr. Rajagopalachariar hereP Mrl Raja- 
gopalachariar was a very able lawer commanding a very lucrative prac- 
tice; but he gave up his practice in 1921 when he joined the non-co- 
operation movement and since then he has devoted himself body and 
soul to the freedom movement and the constructive work of this 
country. I want to ask, not in a spirit of disrespect to the leader of 
the Congress j)arty here, if there is any one among them who have the 
honour and privilege of belonging to the great political organisation 
of this country — even amongst the leaders not to speak of followers — 
who can emulate the example of Mr. Rajagopalachariar? 

Br. RAD, HA KUMUD MOOKHERJI: What about the great 
Bengalee leader Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Mr. Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose is not in this House nor in the other House, and Mr. Raja- 
gopalachariar is the Prime Minister in Madras. And who among you 
is like Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose? Tn the circumstances I am very 
sorry that the name of Mr. Rajagopalachariar should so lightly be men- 
tioned in this House. 

Sir, in this context, I would like to mention the name of Dr. Rajan 
who is the Minister of Public Health in Madras. He haa been appointed 
from the Upper House. He contested the election but he was defeated 
by the candidate who was put up by Mr. Rajagopalachariar as he openly 
violated the Congress mandate; but when Mr. Rajagopalachariar came 
to poM^er he got Dr. Rajan nominal ed to the Ui>per House in order to 
make him a Minister. Why did Mr. Rajagopalachariar do so? He 
did so because he found that Dr. Rajan was not only necessary for 
constructive work but also for strengthening the party. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: He signed the Congiess creed. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I do not think that 
Mr. Das’s interruption will change the tenor of my argument. But 
can my friends show any instance here where their leaders have risen 
above personal motives in this way to make sacrifices, solely actuated 
by considerations of the interests of the country forgetting all personal 
quarrels? (Questioned.) 

Mr. SHRI8GHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, may T rise on a 
point of order? Is the Hon’ble Finance Minister entitled to cast 
aspersions on the Congress le'aders of this Province? 

Mr. PtlE8IDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, at the third reading of the 
bill, you €*an speak. 
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TM HDn’Me Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, my point ia 
that the Congress is the greatest organisation before whom I bow down 
my head but I am not prepared to bow down to the Congress leaders of 
Bengal, because in my judgment they are unworthy. I am a wor- 
shipper of the Gk)ddess Kali, but I am not prepared to worship the 
Haidars of Kalighat. No one can deny that there are great ditferences 
in the standards of living between the classes and the masses. Those 
who choose to caiTv on the task of the administration of a countiy 
of the size of the United Kingdom on salaries which are not sufficient, 
which even a University Professor and a junior officer of a commercial 
firm are in receipt of, ceiiainly deserve our admiration and regard. 
But the rigorous ideal which such gentlemen follow is an example for 
others. It is not however by an amendment of the provisions of the 
Act lhat these self-denying ordinances have been imi>osed on Mr. 
Rajagopalachariar, Mr. Gobinda Ballav Pant, and Mr. Kher. In the 
society as it is constituted to-day, it can hardly be expected that we 
can all on a sudden change the standard of value to which we have 
been accustomed in the material world of to-day. It cannot be denied 
that money still constitutes the chief motif in our life and daily con- 
duct. Under the prevailing scheme of things a capable barrister has 
his price. A learned professor is costly to procure and an eminent 
physician must have his good fees, but should the art of Government 
be relegated to such an unimportant position that the ministers should 
live on a pittance only. In a land where you have Rs. 15,000 
barristers, Rs. 10,000 merchants, Rs. 1,500 professors and even soli- 
citoM who will charge Rs. 3 for attending each call on the telephone; 
I think Rs. 2,500 to a minister is not an anomaly. I shall go further 
and saj^ that our present social standard requires that our salaiies 
should not be less than what have been pro^uded for in the bill. It 
will take a long time for Mr. Lalit Chandra Has to understand the 
economic implications of salaries of merchants, doctors, barristers 
and others and their inter-connections in the social structure. I beg 
to submit that we have considerably reduced our salanes from the 
previous rates. It has been reduced by slightly more than half. We 
confess however that we have not yet been able to achieve the ouilor)k 
of missionary ministers. If we intend to alter our ways of life to 
conform to the <»eneral rondiHon of the masses, I am afraid, hardly 
anything here is in conformity with that standard, for i1 is hardly in 
keeping with those conditions 1o hold our meetings in this palatial 
building. A simple canopy in an uncovered field is ])erhaps in strict 
conformity with the condition of the masses. The bedecked upholster- 
ed cushion chair would also he entirely out of place and we should 
instead have to squat on mats on the floor. The very dress which many 
of us, particularly some of my friends on the op|X)site, wear, shouhl, 
I think, have to he changed for loin cloth with hare fe^. We should 
have come to this House from thatched cottages which must he the 
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kind of dwelling in conformity with the conditions provaiKng witl 
our masses. But let ns not forget the reality of the situation. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKHERJI: Begin from the top. 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. MALI N I RANJAN BARKER: J>r. Mookherj 
interrupts me and says let us begin from the top. I will try to begii 
from the top at least in one section of the structure of our society — ] 
mean the sphere of education. I can say to Dr. Mookherji that Mr 
Gokhale took only Rs. 75 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKHERJI: May I say, Sir, that I dir 
the same thing for 10 years in the Bengal National College? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAL3NI RANJAN BARKER: Dr. Paranjpe usee 
to earn Es. 75 while I know there are many professors of the Universi. 
ties of Calcutta and Lucknow’ who are earning much more than Rs. 7f 
and much more than wdiat is offered to tlie Ministers of this Province, 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has said that we do not w^ant to emulate 
the examples of England and olher foreign countries. Quite so, Sir 
I do not want, as Dr. Mookherii has done, to analyse the position of the 
whole world but T say that when ii affects our respective provinces anr 
our resi>ective interests w-e generally not only compare but fight t'oi 
British things. I can quote one instance in which Mr. Lalit ChandiT 
Das will he inter€\sted, viz., the fees taken by law^yers. As you know^ 
Sir, one G. M. is taken as Rs. 17 in paying fees to barristers, anc 
at Rs. IG for i>aying vakils. We know for bow long and how vebe 
mently the barristers and the vakils fought for these 16 and 17 rupee 
G. Ms. only to conform with the ideal and practices of the Britisl 
courts. Mr. Das has also said that after meeting all the provincia 
demands the ministers should get something ont of what is left. 1 
wish that my hon’hle friend had also conformed to this practice wher 
a client came to him, and fixed his fee after considering his clienCf 
financial jxisition. After all, do not expect anything from other! 
which you yourself cannot do. What is yonr usual conduct in life: 
So far as the Congress is concerned, so far as the Bengal Congres.* 
even is concerned, I know there are exceptions because I know there ar< 
leaders who will alwavs sacrifice even tbing. What I ask is to expec 
us to do what you can do. The Congress leaders in Bengal always sa^ 
that the Ministers are the agents of the Britivsh Imperialism and thai 
they want to crush that British Imperialism. But everyday they gf 
to the High Courts — an essential part of the mechanism of Britisl 
Imperialism. 
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Mr. bALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, none of tlie speakers has 
refeired to the conduct of the Congress leaders of Bengal. Is the 
Hon’ble Minister relevant ? As to the conduct of 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You must put your point precisely and not make 
a speech. I remember a point was raised about the Congress ministers 
in other provinces and I think the Hon’ble Minister is answering that 
point. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Everyone knows 
that from the Bengal Congress high command it has been said that 
for the solution of the unemployment problem you must abolish capital- 
ism. Here we find some of the Congress leaders amassing capital for the 
six days of the week and preaching abolition of capitalism on 
Sundays. I want them to face this fact. For our part we do not want 
to say things which we cannot do ourselves, because as Ministers we 
have got a responsibility. What we say, we must act up to. That 
is why we are unpopular and we do not get publicity. 

As regards the question of economy, it has been argued that the 
Ministers should take small salaries and thereby release more money 
for the amelioration of the conditions of the masses. If wo felt that 
by accepting a very low salary we could substantially help to remove 
the poverty of the masses, I submit that we, the much-condemned 
Ministers are nol so dead to noble instincts that we should not be able 
to make any sacrifice for that purpose. But we find that by such sacri- 
fices the various problems of the masses cannot be solved. Surely no 
one suggests that by reducing our salary from Its. 2,500 1o Bs. 2,000 as 
proposed by the Maharaja of Santosh or to Es. 1,500 as proi>osed bj’ my 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir or even to Es. 750 proposed by Mr. Chakra- 
vert i or to Es. 500, which is the Congress ideal, we could make a slight 
improvement in the condition of the people. But if that were so, cer- 
tainly we would have accepted that. But in all humility I can say that 
a Es. 2,500 minister can attempt to do as much good to his country- 
men as his Es. 500 confreres in other Provinces. Tt is absurd to contend 
that in the mere fact of our accepting a decent salary lies hidden all 
the ills of our body politic, and that the education of the masses, 
improvement of the sanitary conditions of the villages and measures of 
economic improvement of the people be hindered or delayed by our 
taking Es. 2,500 instead of Es. 1,500 a month as suggested by Mr. 
Humayun Kabir. If that were so. certainly we should have accepted 
that. Those who put forward such suggestions are not imbued with 
the sense of gravity of our problems. Even if the w’hole Cabinet had 
taken no remuneration, our problems would remain serious as before, 
and it would be fatuous to believe that, Es. 500 ministers alone could 
devise a way out, no matter how carefully and anxiously ministers- 
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•elsewhere tried to handle the problems. Taking all these things intc 
eonsideration, Sir, a salary of Rs. 2,500 seems to be quite appropriate 
under the prevailing conditions. 

Then, Sir, I shall turn to the amendment of the Maharaja o 
S€Lntosh. Sir, the Maharaja’s amendment does not only contemplate 
a reduction of our salary but there is a bait also that if we 
can by any means reduce the number of Ministers or if by any chance 
can i^ursuade ilis Excellency the Governor to appoint a minister fron 
the Upper House, we should get a reward of Rs. 500 per month. Bui 
when he moved his motion, the Maharaja said that it was in the 
interests of economj’^ that he moved his amendment. I do not see. Sir 
that if you calculate properly and carefully, you will find that there 
will be much economy even under his scheme. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp o1 
SantOSh: But the pay of the two ministers will be saved, together witl 
the cost of their paraphernalia and tour expenses. On a point oi 
personal explanation. Sir, I shall be guilty of lack of candour if ] 
•do not say that I did not bring up my amendment either with the 
intention of touching the pockets of the Ministers or of hurting theii 
flense of dignity. My object was to emphasize the soundness of s 
very vital principle, and now as that principle has been vindicated b^ 
almost all the leaders of Ihe different groups, including even the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister on belialf of the Government, I beg leave 
of the House to withdraw my amendment. (Cheers.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the desire of the House to permit the 
Maharaja of Saniosh to withdraw his amendment ? 

The motion of the Maharaja of Saniosh, was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; Sir, may I submit one 
thing? I Mould request tlie Hoii’ble Finance Minister that since 
he accepted some amendments regarding the Bengal Ministers’ Salaries 
Bill, 1937, in the Assembly, would he be kind enough to take up that 
attitude in this House also or accept a cut voluntarily? 

The Hoti’hle Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN BARKER: Sir, I might point 
■out to the hoii’ble member that no amendment was canued in the 
Assembly, nor did we accept anv. There was a provision for allow- 
nnees, but that M^as not moved by the Goveniment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Am I to understand that my arguments 
are unanswerable, since they have been left untouched by t^e Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister? ' 
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Th6 Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: They are not worthy of 

answer. 


The HOfi’Me Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN 8ARKER: I will deal with 
voiii ar^ments in the course of our next bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I propose to put the amendment 
of Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti first, because that amendment puts 
the salary of the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the lowest figure. I 
would also make it clear that this is an amendment to clause 2 (a) only 
and that there is no amendment to clause 2 (h). If this amendment 
carried, the effect will be that the pay of the Chief Minister will be 
lis. 750 per mensem, while the salaries of other ministers will be 
ils 2.500 i^er month. 

The amendment was put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: This amendment is negatived. 


1 he amendment of Mr. Humayun Kabir was then put and a division 
taken with the following result — 


AYES. 


Chakraverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra. 
Ghaudhury, Mr. Moazxamali. 

Das, Mr. Laiit Chandra. 

Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 
Datta, Mr. Nartndra Chandra. 
Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 


Kahir, Mr. Humayun. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mi 
Mooktrjte, Mr. Nartsh Nath. 
Muokarji, Dr. Radha Kumud. 

Pal ChQUdhury, Mr. Ranajit. 
Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 


NOES. 


Ahamed, Mr. Nnr. 

Ahmad, Mr. Naairuddin. 

Ahmtd, Mr. Mtshahuddin. 

Baksh, Mr. Kadtr. 

Bantrjtt, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 
Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdui Hamid. 
Ghowdhury Mr. Khorihtd Alam. 

Chowdhury, Mr. RozzaquI Haidar. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidui Huq. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Rtaa. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

D’Rozario, Mrs. K. 

Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

Haidar, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyod Muazzamuddin, 

Hosuin, Mr. Utafat 

Huq, Mr. Sytd Muhammad Bhaziul. 


Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mohammad. 
Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf. 
Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 
Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. B. 

Mefcerrow, Mr. J. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subidaii. 

Momin, Bofum Hamida. 

Ntcholl, Mr. C. K. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

Rahman, Mr. Mukhitiur. 

Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagondra Narayan. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

Son, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 
ShamsHizoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Sailoswar. 

Wilmor, Mr. D. H. 


Ayes being 12 and Noes 38, the motion was lost. 
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The aiaeiiflni^nt that in clause 2{h) for the word 'Hwo^'^the word 
‘‘one’' shall he substituted, was then put and lost. 

•ir. PRE8IDEHT: The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the title 
and preamble form ixirt of the bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg to move that in the long title and 
in the preamble after the words “the salaries of”, the words “the 
ministers of” be inserted. 

This is merely a formad amendment and 1 hoi:>e the Hon’ble Minister 
will accept it. It is merely a verbal alteration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I do not want to 
accei>t it because if it is accepted the bill will again have to be referred 
to the Lower Chamber. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion was then hy leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House that the title 
and preamble stand part of the bill. 

The motion waas put and agreed to. 

The Hen’hle Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; I beg to mo\e that 
the Bill as settled in Council be passed. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I rise again to emphaticailly 
protest against the passage of this hill. In my opinion this marks one 
of the darkest days in Bengal’s history. I have already stated that 
Bengal is lagging behind the rest of India in every aspect of national 
life. Little did we dream that where in the sphere of politics, and even 
in the sphere of self-sacrifice for the cause of the country, thousands 
of youths have undergone long and most excruciating sufferings — in 
Bengal, the home of the freedom movement where the freedom move- 
ment of India originated and was brought almost to a triumphant 
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conclusion, — in this home of freedom, thie parody is going to be en- 
acted to-day. All the seven provinces of India controlling the destiny 
of the seventy -five per cent, of the total iwpiilation of India have one 
by one yielded to the enchantment of the Congress. The Congress con-^ 
quest of India has begun and it has begun from the South as the 
llriiish domination of India had begun from the South. The Madras 
Government is presided over by a man of saintly character to whom a 
worthy reference, I am glad to say, has been made. I cannot say by 
the Leader of the House as there is no- TiCader of this House, — 
but by the Hon’ble Finance Minister who represents the Gov- 
einment of Bengal in this matter here. I must publicly pay 
tny tnbute of appreciation to the fine compliment he has paid to the 
(Jongress Prime Minister of the Madras Goveniment. I say that the 
Congress is no longer moving in the sphere of mere ideals. Bengal T 
think is the home of ideals and she has always been castigated for her 
want of sense of reality. Now, Sir, it is a great pity that in this home 
(A ideals, the ideals ihat have been given effect to elsewhere, are not 
given effect to here. I heard the words absurd and ludicrous ]>eing 
njiplied to the Congress ideal regarding ministerial salaries. I can 
o!]ly say in reply that that ideal has materialised and has come into 
*q>eration and has been installed not only in one province but in some 
oi the major provinces of India. 

A recent conquest of the Congress is one of the most wonderful 
achievements. In the North-West Frontier Provinces su]>posed to be 
jieopled by tribes who are lacking in culture, they have shown a finer 
>l>irit and culture, a finer sense of social service and patriotism by 
agreeing to set up the Congress Government on the same ideal as else- 
where — the ideal which has been described in Bengal as ‘‘absurd and 
ludicrous.’* My point is, should not Bengal be ready to irroclaim to 
the world that she is not at all lagging behind the rest of India and it 
is not merely the rest of India, but the major part of India? Should 
Bengal lag behind even the major part of India? Bengal should give 
a lead — Bengal that used to lead India — in the matier of politics. 
Will Bengal’s sign, with iheir band, have this mark of inferiority 
written on her brow? What would have mattered if Bengal had chosen 
to fall into a line with the Congress? What would have happened 
il the present Government had lined up with the oilier Congress Gov- 
ernments? So far as the present Ministry is concerned, I think most 
of the Ministers are quite able to give effect to the Congress ideals at 
once. The Hon’ble Finance Minister was pleased to refer to the 
ascetic ways of life of the Madras Prime Minister. But what asceti- 
cism cannot achieve, sometimes can, be achieved by other ways. 

The financial condition of some of the Bengal Ministers can easily 
enable them to give effect to the Congress ideals : I do not like to name 
any individual Minister in this respect. My point is that the Bengal 
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Ifinisters should look round and face the grim realities of the situatioi 
You cannot say that the Congress Governments have let themsehc 
loi>se in this matter. They are acting on a system of scientific plat 
«^ning. 

I would only conclude by mentioning another point and that is thii 
we always look to the West for lead in the practical sphere of lift 
What about the Irish Free State of the West? The Irish Free Stat 
that has an annual revenue of 46 crores of rui)ees, has fixed a salar 
of Rs. 1,700 per 'month for her Prime Minister and Bs. 1,200 for he 
other Ministers. I once more pray that the present Bengal Govern 
ment which include some of the well-to-do men of the province shouL 
not allow themselves to lag behind in this matter. Let them once mor 
assume leadership which is BengaPs birth right. I hope my voice wi] 
not be a voice crying in the wilderness. Although it is a small voice 
it is a voice of conscience to which I have the honour to give expression 


Adjoumimiit. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 20t] 

September 1937. 
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The following members were present at the meeting held on the 
18th September 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nnr. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziruddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

(4) Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(6) Bai*ua, l>r. Arabinda. 

(7) Bose, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(8) Chakraverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra. 

(9) Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(10) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 

(12) Chowdhuiy, Mr. Rezzaqul Haider. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

(14) Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Reza. 

(15) Cbhen, Mr. D. J. 

(16) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

(18) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(19) D’Rozario, Mrs. K. 

(20) Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(21) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(22) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(23) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(24) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(25) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(26) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(27) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(28) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(29) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(30) Karim, Khan Bahadur M, Abdul. 

(31) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammed Asaf. 

(32) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 
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(50) Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(51) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(52) Barker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(bS) Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(54) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur, M. 

(55) Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(^56) Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(57) Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. 

(58) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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The following' members were absent from the meeting held on the 
ISth September 1937 : — 

(1) Hossain, Mr. Mohamed. 

(2) Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 

(3) liumb, Mr. T. 

(4) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 


23 
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Ministers Present: 

The following Hoii’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
18th September 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Ka.sem Eazliil lliiq, m.l.a. (Chief 

Minister). 

(2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, m.l.a. 

(3) The Ilon’ble Khwaja Sir Naziiiiuddin, k.c.i.e., m.l.a. 

(4) The Hoii’ble Sir Bijoy Pi a sad Singh Roy, m.l.a« 

(6) The Hon^ble Nawab Khwaja Habibnllah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandia Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(7y The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, m.l.a. 

(8) The Hon'ble Nawab Mushairuf Ilossain, Khan Bahadur, 

M.L.A. 

(9) The Hoii’ble . S\cd N.aushci* All, M.r..\. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Ibadan na Del) Haikut, m.l.a. 

(11) The Hoii’ble Mr. Mukunda B^hary Mulli.k. m.l.v. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutia, on Tuesday, the 20th September, 19o7, at 2-15 p,m., 
l:»eing the eighth day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 62 (2) {af 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Ilon'ble Mr. Satykndra Chvndra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

piftv-five members and ten Ministers were present. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Kurulia Khal. 

77. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: u/) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased 
to state whether there is a khal knovii as Kurulia Khal iji the Brahman- 
baria side of the district of Tippeni? 

(h) If so, what is its piesent name? 

(c) What is the reason for the change of its name? 

{d) Is it a fact that its excavation was undertaken by Mr. N. M. 
Khan, i.c.s., as a part of village uplift work? 

(e) Is it a fact that all classes of people were made to excavate earth 
thereon by Mr. K. M. Khan? 

(/) If so, were most of them made to work gratis ? 

ig) Is it a fact that some who did not agree to work, were insulted, 
and some of them prosecuted in the criminal courts at Brahmanbaria 
subdivision of 'which he was the Subdivisional Officer? 

{h) Is it a fact that this khal after its excavation was opened at the 
request of Mr. N. M. Khan by His Excellency the Governor? 

(i) TVliat w’as the total cost of excavating this khal up till the time 
^t was opened by the Governor? 

(;) Is it a fact that this khal is now completely dried up and remains 
so for several months in the year? 
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(k) Is it a fact that it was expert ed that this khal would be a 
navigating khal throughout the year? 

(l) What was the total number of labourers who worked on its 
excavation ? 

{m) For how many months did the work continue? 

(n) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the year in which the work 
began ? 

(o) Was any remuneration paid to the labourers for the excavation y 

(p) If so, what was the total amount ])aid to them? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar) : {a) Yes. 

(6) Anderson Khal. 

(c) The khal was named Andei*son Khal at the request of the local 
people to commemorate the visit of His Excellency the Governor to the 
subdivision on the occasion of Ihe oi>ening of the khal. 

{d) The excavation work was undertaken by the Brahmanbaria 
Co-operative Rural Reconstruction Society, Limited, at the suggestion 
of the then Subdi visional Officer, Mr. N. M. Khan, i.c.s. 

(e) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

{g) No. 

(A) The khal was ojiened by His Excellency the Governor at tlu* 
request of the Collector of Tipi>era and the Hon^ble Minister concerned. 

{i) Rs. 4,000, 

Rs. 2,000 was spent by the Co-operative Rural Reconstruction 
Society for feeding volunteers and the District Board spent the same 
amount in dressing and turfing the sloi>e of the embankments. 

{]) No. During the winter months the water level is low near the 
railway bridge on account of the fact that the level of the floor of the 
railway bridge is higher than tlie bed of the khaL The Railway 
authorities have decided to lower the floor of the bridge and this work 
is expected to l)e started as soon as tlie present rainy seasmi is over. 

{k) I have no information. 





(l) The total number of volunteers who did excavation work was 
91,800, of whom about 41,500 were casual workers from distant placea 
who attended for one day only. 

(m) Five months from .lanuary to May, 1906. 

(n) 1936. 

(o) No. The labour was voluntary. 

(p) Does not arise. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With reference to answer (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister \ye pleased to state whether any application was 
made by the local people to name it so ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I could not say without notice it any a] >1)11 cation was submitted by the 
local people. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if some of these volunteers weie forced to work under 
extreme pressure by the local authorities and against their wishes? 


The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbozar: 

I have no information. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will tlie Hon hie Minister be 
pleascKl to state whether any corix)ral punishment was inflicted upon 
them for refusing to do this voluntary work? 


The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have no knowledge. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
many of the so-called volunteers were kicke>d, thrashed and even striped 
by the Subdivisional Officer, Mr. M. Khan? 


The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, ©f Kasimbazar: 

Sir, I have no knowledge and neither any complaint to that effect was 
made to the Government. 
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Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: With refneiuc^ to answer ij) 
who is going to bear the cost of lowering the floor of the bridge? 
Whether the cost would be borne by the Government of Bengal or ])y the 
railway authorities or by both, and if so, what is the amount to be borne 
by each of them? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja CRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, I am afraid, I cannot answer it without notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether this excavation work was undertaken with the 
sanction of the Government? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimtiazar : 

I think so, that was done with the knowledge of the Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the eft'ect of tlie excavation of this lhal 
improved the drainage of the locality? 

The Hofi’hle Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Yes Sir, that is the re^iort. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ts the ITon^ble Mini.'ster aware that 
for eight or nine months of the year the whole khal is dried up and does 
not serve the pur]>()se of any drainage? 


The Hon’hle Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimliazar; 

As I have already stated in reply to (y) that during tin* winter months the 
water level is low but does not dry up altogether. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the khal was excavated primarily for the pur- 
pose of draining away the water during the rainy season which accu- 
mulates and destroys the rain crops? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, the idea was generally to improve the drainage of the locality. 

Miv HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Therefore, Sir, the question 
does not arise that during the winter season the level of the water falls 
very low. 
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Mstllsna MUHAMMAD AKRAM KHANs (put the following supple- 
mentary question in Bengali). Did the ]>eople exjTTess their joy in the 
newspapers because of this excavation? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISGHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have no recollection about what appeared in ihe newspaper re^xirt when 
this hhal was opened. 


Bridge over Bally Khal. 

78. Mr. KANAI LAL G08WAMI: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works l>epartment be pleasefl to 
state whether it is a fact that the bridge over the Bally Khal on the 
Grand Trunk Road is so narrow that it leads to congestion of traffic 
apart from the chances of accident? 

(6) If the answer to (a) be in the aihrniativo, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state what steps he proix)ses to take to lemodel the bridge 
so as to meet the altered conditions of traffic? 

(c) Will the HoiChle Minister l>e pleased to state whether in the 
scheme for improvement the provision of a separate passage for pedes- 
trians will be made ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

{a) Yes. 

{h) and (c) It is under contemplation to replace the existing bridge by 
a modern tyi>e of bridge ^^ith footpaths. 


Release of Detenus. 

79. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the numl)er of 
detenus and internees released by the Government of Bengal since the 
assurance of gradual release given by the Hon’ble Minister in the last 
meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total amount of 
allowances given to those since released and also the average amount of 
allowances given per capita? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why those detenus 
and internees who are still kept in detention or internment or under 
orders of restraint, have not yet been released ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please siaie the number of such ix)li- 
tical detenus and internees? 

(e) By what time will they be released ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HiHm DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoit’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddifl): (a) Twenty-seven persons were 
released on certain conditions and forty-hve imeimditionally between the 
10th August and the 12fh Sej>tember last. This number of uncondition- 
ally released detenus includes some who had previously been released on 
conditions. 

(b) District Otficers are being asked for their recommendations, 

(e) and (e) The attention of the hon^ble member is invited to the 
polio3^ which I have announced. 

(d) The number of persons detained in jails and camps (exclusive of 
trainings camps), village domicile and home domicile under orders 
passed by Government under section 2(i) of the Bengal LVimiual Law 
Amendment Act was 1,852 on ihe 12ili September last. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: May I know what was 
the nature of the condition under which these prisoners were released!" 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : I have already announced 
that in the House. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to slate with reference lo answer (b) whether any allowance 
has actually been sanctioned according to the recommendation? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think so, so 

far as my knowledge goes, 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there has been any variation in the allowance 
granted to the detenus? 


The Hon’hle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 



193?;;] QUESTIONS ANJ) ANSWERS. 345 

Hunger-strike in the Andamane, 

M. Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
the names of the Andamans political prisoners who are still continuing’ 
the hunger-strike? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate giving facilities to their rela- 
tions and other public men to induce these hunger-strikers to give up 
their vow? 

(c) Have any of the Andamans prisoners l^een brought bach to Bengal 
during last month in consideration of their health? 

(d) If so, how many of them have been brought bach to Bengal 
and what are the diseases, they had been suffering from? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) None. 

{h) to id) Do not arise. 


Voters on Electoral Rolls of Different Constituencies. 

81. Rai aURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be ideased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the total nun\l>er of voters on the 
electoral rolls of the different constituencies for election to the Bengal 
Legislature, with the number of votes polled in the last general election ? 

The Hon’hle Khuraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on 
the Library table. 


Temples of Rani Bhawani. 

82. Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: {a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the (loniinunications and Works Depart- 
ment aware that there are several Iheautiful temples of ]>e(niliar type 
at Baranagar wdthin Jiaganj police-station in the district of Murshidahad 
erected by the late Rani Bhawani of revered memory, which are 
giadually decaying? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tliat most of those temples belong 
to Nator Raj, now under the Court of Wards? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirfibility of inquiring 
JiS to what the Court of Wards will do for the better \ipkeep of these 
special mcniels of architecture of historic importance? 
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(d) Is the Hon*hle Minister considering^ also the desirability of draw. 
jng the attention of the Archaeological Department for declaring these 
temples to be preserved monuments under the Ancient Monuments 
Preservation ActP 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar ; 

(a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) and (d) Tlie matter will be referred to the Horne Dei)artmeiit who 
are in (‘harge of the subject and the Court of Wards. 


Persons under Orders of Restriction. 

83. Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of tlie Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) how many persons are now under orders of restrictions for a 
period of over six years, five years, three years and two 
years, respectively; 

(h) how many were served witli orders of restrictions since the 
iiiauoiiration of the new Government of India Act, 1935; 
and 

(c) liow many detenus liave ])een uncojiditionally released since 
that date!*" 


The Hon’ble Khw&ja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) The intormation i> 
not available and cannot be obtaine<l without an expenditure of time, 
labour and money which, the Government regret, they are unable to 
undertake. 

(b) 14 under section 2 (I) of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, up to 12th September last. 

(c) 342, up to that date. 


Undesirable Persons. 

84. Rai BROilENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: (a) W ill the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that persons whose movements have been 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


317 


1937.] 

restricted under the Bengal Criminal I^aw Amendment Act, are asked 
ii()t to mix with undesirable persons? 

tb) Is it a fact that a list of such undesirable persons is kept in 
every thanaP 

(c) Is it a fact that barring a general direction the list of the 
undesirable persons is not supi>lied to those whose movements are 
restricted ? 

(d) If the reply to (c) be in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of supplying the list of undesirable persons 
to those whose movements are restricted? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) Ko ; the necessary information is kept in the jwssession of the 
Superintendent of Police. 

(c) In many cases lists are supplied by the Superintendent of Police 
when this is considered necessary. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Detenu Mr, Nibaran Ghancfra Dutta, M.A., B.L. 

35. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; (a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
ill ( harge of the Home Department l>e pleased to state the amount of 
allowance that is being granted to Mr. Nibaran Chandra Dutta, M.A., 
n.L., a detenu under the Bengal Criminal J^aw* Amendment Act, now 
interned at Bhurungamari police-station in the district of KanginirP 

ilj) Is the said allowance deemed hy the Government to be adequate 
for the maintenance of the aforesaid detenu consistent with liis social 
status and standard of living? 

(c) Is it a fact that in sjiile of repeated piayers the (luestion of his 
allowance has not been reconsidered hy the Government? 

(d) Is it a fact that in spite of repeated prayers no interview has 
been granted to his brother, mother and otlier relations? 

(el Are the Government prejiared to alhnv him to get himself 
enrolled as an Advocate of the f’alcutta High Court and for that 
pur])ose allows him to reside in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) An allowance of 
Rs, 25 a month to the detenu and Rs. 45 to his family. 

(h) Yes. 
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(c) The question of his allowance has been considered from time 
to time. 

(d) An interview was allowed to one brother. Interviews with 
another brother were refused. Applications from other relatives have 
not been received. 

(e) The local officers have been asked to ascertain frOm the detenu 
whether there is anj^ pleader at Rangrpur who is willing: to have him 
as an apprentice. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state when an mlerview was allowed to one of the brothers y 

The Hon’hle Khwaja air NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; When was the interview refused? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I ask for notice. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; With reference to reply (e), is 
the Hon^blo Minister aware that if one intends to get himself enrolled 
as an Advocate, he has to Mork with an Advocate of the Calcutta High 
Court and his work as an apprentice to a pleader in mufasstj will not 
be sufficient to qualify him to l>e an Advocate? 


The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe what the 
hon’ble member stated is correct. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will the Hon ble Minister l^e 
pleased to state whether he con teni] dates to give him an opportunity 
to work with an Advocate here in order to get himself enrolled as an 
Advocate in the Calcutta High Court? 


The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will consider his 
request. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL; Sir, I was going to put 
a question to the Hon’ble Minister but as 1 find he wants notice in every 
case, it is useless to ask him any question. 

The Hofi’hle Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; It is not possible for 
anybody to keep everything in his head. 
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Supplementary Bu<lget, 1937. 

The Hotii’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN BARKER: With your per- 
mission, Sir, I rise to present the supplementary estimate of the 
expenditure for the year 1937-38. The estimate includes the expenditure 
under major heads — Greneral Administration, Administration of Justice 
and Famine Kelief, amounting- to Rs. 14,90,500 in all of which 
Ks. 5,32,000 will be ‘‘charged”. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order. Sir, I find from a 
perusal of the supplementary estimate that there are provisions which 
have not yet been considered in this House. Is it in order to present 
a budget on the hypothetical assumption that the bill will be passed 
without the slightest alteration in the form in which it has been passed 
in the Lower House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The proper time to raise your point of order 
will be when the Supplementary Riidget will be taken up for discussion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN BARKER: The Supplementary 
Estimates under heads 25 — (General Administration and 54 — Famine 
Relief, are for expenditure that would be necessary if certain bills now 
before the Tjegislature are passed into law, namely, — 

(7) The Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937. 

(2) The Bengal I^egisla.tive Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) 

Bill, 1937. 

(3) The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Fresident’s and Speaker’s 

Salaries) Bill, 1937. 

(4) The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Bill, 1937. 


The Supplementary Estimate under 27 — Administration of Justice 
does not involve expenditure in excess of that included in the budget 
for the year. It is due merely to change in classification. When the 
budget was presented it was thought that the exi>enditure on account 
of the Official Assignee and his office would be “charged”. But sub- 
sequently we have been advised that these are votable items. For that 
purpose it has been included in the Supplementary Estimate. 
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The Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS The House wiJl now resume further coiisidera. 
tion of the Bengal Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, tiie 
consideration of the Ministers’ Salaries Bill is before the House. First 
of all, we should discuss the principle which should be followed in 
fixing the Ministers’ salaries. The Ministers are supposed to be the 
best men whom the country wants to render service for the country. 
As such, the minimum amount necessary for attracting the be^t men 
to work as ministers, should be the pay of a minister and this minimum 
amount should be fixed having regard to the rates of salary prevailing 
in tlie country for the time being, and this should be the principle lor 
the fixation of the salaries of ministers. Now, Sir, this will certainly 
vary from country to (‘ountry and from time to time. I may tell this 
House that the first Caliph of Arabia tlrew only Bs. 7-8 per montli 
and this sum was considered as sufficient pay for the first Caliph of 
Arabia, because at that time people were infused so much with the 
spirit of self-sacrifice that they considered that for the service ot xh) 
country, only the subsivstence allowance was all that was necessary foT 
the liighest official in the country and as such, Rs. 7-8 was fixed as 
the pay of the first Cali])h of Islam. Tlie three successive Caliphs also 
drew the same amount of Rs. 7-8, but that was possible in a country 
where the Prophet, by his miracle, bad infusetl such a spirit into men 
of the highest intellectual powers and men of the highest practical 
ability that they worked and were prt^pared to work and were very 
willing to work on a mere subsistence allowance. 

But what is the state of things here in Bengal with which we are 
now concerned? In Bengal, we find that the rate of pay of the Chief 
Justice of the High Court is Rs. 6,001), that of the High Court Puisne 
Judges is Rs. 4,000 and that of the Commissioner of a Division is 
Rs. 3,000. An I. C. S. officer ordinarily expects to get up to Rs. 3,000 
in the usual course. These are the rates of pay in Bengal, and having 
regard to these rates of pay, if we fix the salary for a minister ai a 
rate which is very much lower than these, what will be the result? 
The result will be a dangerous and disastrous one, because men ot ical 
ability will be shut out and they will not care to come to serve and 
they will not care to stand for ministership. We want not only the 
best men here, hut we should also get such men who will be able to 
bear so much worries, turmoils, anxieties and troubles. Will men 
of real ability and real practical ability care to stand for minister- 
ship unless they have a real self-sacrificing spirit in them. Unfor- 
tunately, this self-sacrificing spirit is very much wanting in us, and 
if we cultivate that spirit, a time will come when Rs. 1,500 or Rs. 500, 
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the Congress have fixed, will be sufficient pay for the Ministers. If 
? force them to accept a lower salary, what will be the result? The 
suit will be practically reserving ministerships for the mediocres, 
d the aristocrats and the men of ability who are really men of 
jrth, will not care to come. Do you think that either Lord Sinha or 
r Ali Imam would have cared to go to the India Council if they 
ere paid only Ks. 1,500 a month? Men of such ability we want,. 
id we cannot do without such men as ministers. So we must not fix 
Lch a salary as will shut out men of real practical ability. It will 
‘ a great mistake, it will be a false economy and it will be a penny- 
ise-and-pound-foolish policy to pursue, if we reduce the pay at the 
iad, and allow the pay of others to remain as they are. I admit 
lat the pays of the I. C. S. officers and of the High Court Judges are 
ally very high and my poor country cannot afford to pay such high 
ilaries. We will have to make drastic reduction in the salaries of 
lese posts. Hut we cannot touch the pay of I. C. S. officers. Public 
pinion will have to be formed in the case of the pay of those offi(*ers in 
;s]»ect of whom our votes are necessary. We should see that their 
larics are drastically reduced. That will have a great effect and 
iihlic opinion will go in favour of reducing pay of others and the 
iithorities will then ])erhaps think of reducing the pay of the I. C. S. 
fhrers. At the time when th(‘ ])ay of the I. C. S. otlicers was fixed, 
tily Europeans were allowed such posts and as they cann? from 7,000 
liles away, there was reason for such high pay. For example, if a 
I. C. S. officer is sent out to New Zealand, would he care to go on the 
ime pay he gets in Bengal? He would not. He would demand three 
lines his present yiay. That is the reason why the i)ay of the I. C. S. 
fficers was fixed so high. Now that we are recruiting more of our 
wn people in I. C. S., and in course of time, we }io])e that all of the 
fficers will be Indians, we must make drastic, changes and reduce the 
•ay of our own officers and the time will come when at a low pay, we 
ill be able to attract the best men who will be ready to work as ministers. 
Intil that time comes, it will be disastrous to lower the pay of the 
linisters. The pay that has now been fixed is much lower than that 
f a High Court Judge, and I think that we have already begun well 
because we have reduced the pay by 100 per cent. — the former pay 
>eing Ps. 5,333, it is now only Rs. 1^,500 for ordinary ministers. If 
v’e reduce the pay of other services by 100 per cent., everybody will be 
•atisfied that the retrenchment, on which we insist so much, has been 
riven effect to. If the pay of the ministers is further reduced, I think 
t will be disastrous for the country. With these words, I support the 
nil which has been presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I think it is an accepted fact that 
die administrative machinery of the Government is highly expensive* 
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The fact cannot be denied that this machinery is moving with its 
wheel-well-greased, while the nation-building departments are being 
starved. It cannot be denied that drastic retrenchment is required in 
the expenses of the administration. So the plea that high pay is being 
paid to the other offic>ers, the plea that there is a clog created by the 
Government of India Act, 1936, to the reduction of pay of tlie 
privileged class of service-holders and the plea that has been raised, 
that people in other spheres of life in business and in professions are 
making inordinately high earnings — these pleas cannot at all be sel 
up for the justification of allowing a high pay to the Ministers, 
because it is admitted that Ihose are vices which ought to be remedied. 
Ilecause there is a defect, that defect should not lie set up as a plea 
for continuing that crime. This office of the Minister is an office 
which the Minister has sought for himself and I must say, it is a very 
noble mission — the omission to serve one’s own people, the mission to 
serve one’s own country. So the responsibility is one which they have 
themselves sought for and they must be prepared for the liability 
attaedied to the responsibility, and they must also be jirepared to 
impose ujion themselves the rigour of economy, in the language of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister. It is for them to be pioneers. It is for 
them to show that in this country economy is highly needed and that 
administrative expenses must be reduced. Tt has been said that people 
are earning a good deal in other professions, but I think, if the 
ministers would agree to accept a moderate salary, they would set an 
example which would make it impossible for the greedy lawyers oi 
for the greedy medical practitioners to ( barge any high fees from the 
people concerned. Not only the public o])iniou would be against that, 
but it is not impovssible to contem])late that legislation could he 
brought in to save the people from the greed of lawyers, from the 
greed of magnates in business, from tlie greed of medic al practitioner^ 
and from the greed of other people who try to trade upon the people of 
the country. 


A Meilllior: What alamt the money-lenders? 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: As to the money-lenders, the 
legislative forces are already in operation and the people of tht^ 
country would feel relieved if the rigour of the legislation would h<^ 
more. So all money-lenders, all lawyers, all medical practitioners, 
all magnates in business who are piling up money at the cost of the 
people of country — everybody ought to be restrained. Why should we 
think that this state of profiteering will continue? Why should not 
ministers be the pioneers to show that they are ready to render their 
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services at a very low and moderate rate? The country should 
restrain the greed of the people in all spheres of life. So those 

illustrations, as to what pay the Ministers are drawing in the United 

Kingdom or in other countries of the world, what pay is being paid in 
other provinces, are quite immaterial. The fact is that the pay-masters 
cannot afford to pay this high pay, the burden is heavier than their 
shoulders can bear. It is nothing but a plain truth to say that if 
tliis machinery of administration is to be run at the heavy cost, it 
will be nothing but a mockery, it will be nothing but fleecing the poor 
people and feeding only a few and that at the cost of the nation. So 
i1 must be said that these are not pleas which should be set forward in 
justification of the plea of allowing a high salary to the Ministers. 
[ would again say and appeal that the Ministers ought to be pioneei^ 
in this respect and that the representatives of the people ought to set 
their face against any attempt to profit at the cost of the x)eople of the 
country. I need not prolong my speech further. The facts are 

eloquent in themselves. I would finish my speech with a fervent 

appeal that this House should vote in such a manner that it will set an 
example of economy. It will set an example not only to the Ministers 
but to all people in the country who think that they can live by 
])rofiteering at the cost of the country. 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It has been just said that the 
Ministers should set an example and if that example is set at all, the 
result would be that lawyers and doctors would charge less fees. I 
am not as optimistic as that. I should believe that the Congress 
diould, instead of attacking the Ministers in this way, try to set their 
liouse in order. Why should they not begin this economy in the 
Calcutta Corporation? If they can effect that, then and then only it 
i^'ould be possible for them to argue in that way. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: The question of setting an 
example has already been started in other provinces. He is not in 
order to refer to the Calcutta Corporation when that body has nothing 
to do with the point at issue. 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: The point is that the matter has 
>een argued with great force by the Congress benches as if this side of 
(he House has nothing to say. We have a strong case in our favour. 
The Ministers have framed very good programmes. Their programme 
is an amendment of the Tenancy Act; their programme is removal of 
agricultural indebtedness and the introduction of the primary educa- 
tion. These programmes were supporting the Ministers. We are not 
24 
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mere blind supporters of the Ministers or the Ministry. In these 
circumstances, it would be better for the Congress to set an example. 
Although the Congress has been speaking very loudly — and there is no 
loud-speaker on this side of the House; but there are loud-speakers on 
the other side and amplifiers of those loud speeches in the papers — 
still we have a very good case. The Ministers are a body of hard- 
worked and over-worked people. They are harassed and their lives 
have been made miserable. If we pay them one rupee for each addi- 
tional question that is put and for each heckling, you will have to pay 
more than Rs. 2,500. I beg to submit that considering all these' 
circumstances, the pay is reasonable. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY GHOWDHURY: I will take not 
more than five minutes, as I want to reply only to certain remarks 
made by Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta, whom I certainly admire for tlie 
high motives which ins])ired him to make those remarks. Sir, he 
alluded to the question of ‘‘missionary’’ ministers. I would like here 
to quote a di(‘tum of Edmund Burke, whose name is a household word 
in India and who was responsible for reforn^ing the corrupt practices 
in the House of Commons and in the British Empire. And what does 
he say about “missionary” ministers: “I will even go so far as to 
affirm that if men are willing 1o serve in such situations without salary, 
they ought not to be permitted to do so.” And why? Because, 
according to him, “ordinary service must be secured by the motives to 
ordinary integrity”. And Burke was one of the great^est politoal 
Ijhilosophers of the day. Then he continues: “I do not hesitate to 
say that the State which lays its foundation in rare and heroic 
virtues, wall be sure to have its superstructure on the basest profligacy 
and corruption. An honourable and fair profit is the best secuiit^ 
against avarice and rapacity, as in all things else a lawful and 
regulated enjoyment is the best security against debauchery and 
excess.” 

These conditions are the conditions which are prevalent in India 
even amongst Congressmen. But here is the man who in those days 
was considered to be the greatest of political philosophers and orators, 
a man who brought Warren Hastings to trial and proved him to be 
what he really was, and had him impeached. They at that time laid 
down that missionary ministers would be absolutely out of place in any 
political structure in any part of the world. 

Secondly, Sir, Mr. Dutta said that profiteering was going on in 
every department of life — in the professions, — both legal and medical 
— amongst landlords, and amongst money-lenders. Does he deny the 
fact that it is necessary that we should have men — strong men — free 
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from financial worries and anxieties to tackle those territorial 
magnates, those big landlords, those powerful bankers and merchants, 
and keeping aside the medical practitioners and lawyers : as they get 
very fat fees and are unwilling to serve avs ministers on low pay? 
Sir, every reason that he has advanced is rather a reason in favour of 
keeping every minister in comfort, free from worry, and in such a 
strong financial position that he cannot be won over and influenced — 
and influence is a very big factor in this country. Every argument 
that has been used in this House, bears on the question of retrenchment, 
as if Rs. 2,500 x 11 or 12 that are paid to the ministers would make a 
very great difference towards nation-building if they forego their 
salaries. It won’t meet even the interest and depreciation that we 
pay on these magnificent Council buildings. If we want retrenchment 
at all, w’e must discuss it in its proper proportions. Sir, I have the 
greatest admiration for Congress idealism. We all bow down at the 
temple of the Congress, as the Hon’ble Mr. Barker said yesterday, but 
we do not see eye to eye with the votaries of the Congress, especially 
the votaries that we find in this unfortunate province of Bengal. You 
talk of Bihar, you talk of the Central Provinces, you talk of Madras, 
you talk of Bombay. Indeed, there is something to say about the self- 
sacrificing Ministers there. Certainly, they have done wonderful work 
there and they deserve our admiration, and their example ought be 
emulated by us. But, Sir, things are different in Bengal. A very 
high standard of life is practised here by yourselves, the opposition 
leaders themselves and ourselves (members of this Upper House). 


Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I move that the question be 
now put. 

The question, that the question be now put, was put and agiccd in. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister who moved 
this motion has his right of reply. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Mr. President, Bir, 
when T was listening to the remarks made hy the representatives of 
the Congress and the Proja parties for the moment I was feeling that 
we, the ministers, vrere superhuman l)eings; though l)oth in this House 
and outside we are descril)€d as contemptible beings, but when the 
question of our salary comes in we are described as superhuman 
creatures. If there is a good thing to be done, it must he the Ministers 
who should do it; others have no responsibility for it. If it is a ques- 
tion of sacrifice, it is the Ministers again who must undertake it; if it 
is a qxiestion of removal of malaria and kala-azar, it is the Ministers 
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who ought to remove these pestilences from the land by fore- 
going their personal necessities. Nobody else has the least responsi- 
bility for them. Well, Sir, I am proud of this, even though in news- 
papers and oppf)sition si)eeches we are described as so many contemp- 
tible oj’eatures, but really in their heart of hearts some members at 
least feel that we really are superhuman beings, and I accept this 
compliment with all humility. 


Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: And act up to it. 

Ttie Hofii’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER: Sir, my friend 

. Moazzem Ali Chaudhui-y has said that I have not yet replied to the 
speech he made the other day. I do not think, Sir, he said anything 
special. But what general remarks he made, I have replied to evei'y 
one of them. One thing, however, I have left out, and that was the 
remark he made about the Hon^ble Chief Minister. He said that the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, either in his election manifesto or in the 
manifesto of the Broja party, had said that the salary of a Minister 
or of the highest officers of the State should lie not more than Its. 1,000 
a month. But, Mr. Moazzemali Chaudhujy forgets that the Hon^ble 
Chief Minister is not a Minister from the Proja party but is a 
Minister from the Coalition party. Since he is working a democratic 
constitution, he could not in every matter give effect to his own pro- 
gramme in the Legislature. Sir, if the ideal of simplicity is considered 
I do not think that you will find very many men amongst ourselves 
who have during the whole of their life lived a life of simplicity, as 
Mr. Fazlul Huq has done. Therefoie, to accuse him of want of simpli- 
city is, I think, nothing but a sacrilege. My friend Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Dutta said said that if the Ministers set an example, then men of other 
professions, the zemindars and people in every other sphere of life would 
follow that example. I say, Sir, the Ministers have set an example 
that though under the prevailing conditions of things they could claim 
Ks 5,000, yet they have not done so. The state of business which the 
Ministers have got to do remains the same, and has not been changed 
in the least, but still the Ministers have accepted a lower salary or 
rather put a lower value on their service. They have fixed the value 
of their seiwice at Rs. 2,500. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Is it half-price sale 
or l^oojali concession? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER: If it is a half-price 
sale or a Poo j ah concession, let all of you follow this example. This 
lower salary will certainly mean some saving in the province’s budget. 
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If it is a competition between i)er8on and person as to who can carry 
on the lowest income, then I am quite prepared to accept the challenge. 
(Ironical cheers from the Congress benqhes.) I will not take a farthing 
as my salary (‘'Hear, hear”), provided that those who are shouting 
“heary hear” will not themselves earn anything or agree to place 
whatever they earn at the service of the nation. If it is a competition 
between person and person as regards simplicity, I yield to i^one. Sir, 
in that respect. I again, say. Sir, I yield to none in that respect. We 
have accepted. Sir, a serious responsibility and we do not want to have 
individual competition. I have made it perfectly clear that we have 
put down Rs. 2,500 as our salary because we considered that under 
the prevailing condition of things that is a legitimate price for the 
services which we are rendering to the province. Sir, it is not a question 
cf individual sacrifice^ of individuals taking to a life of simplicity. It 
is very easy to say these things, as I pointed out in my speech last 
Saturday, but. Sir, it is vei’y difficult to give effect to these things in 
one’s own life. I would ask my friends to say whether patriotism is 
their own monopoly. 

Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Nobody has said so. 

The HOfi’ftile Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: You claim that 
always. 


Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: You are going to h© 
a sanydssi like Lala Babu. 

The Hen’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Then, Sir, my 
friend Mr. Moazzem Ali Chaudhury said that when the representative 
of the King — ^^Samrater Pratinidhi ^^ — meaning Ilia Excellency, had 
fixed Rs. 2,000 as the salary for some of us in the initial stages, why 
were they accepting more. I would submit, Sir, that if the words and 
the decisions of the ‘*Snmrater PratinidhP' are so sacred to them, and 
if in other cases also they agree to respect the decision of the Sam rater 
Pratinidhi,^^ then. Sir, we are prepared to take Rs. 2,000 as our salary. 
It is men like Mr. Moazzemali Chaudhury, who quote the authority of 
His Excellency the Governor when it suits their purpose, and it is they 
again that sneer at us and say that we have l>een inspired by the dicta- 
tion of the Governor. Well, Sir, my friends will cheerfully forego the 
Rs. 500 per month, if Mr. Chaudhury and his friends would agree that 
whatever decisions are given by the ^^Samrnter PrafinidhV^ from now 
will always be obeyeil and accepted by them. 

I think, Sir, I have given replies to all the important points raised 
by the hon’ble members of this House and I still say that Rs. 2,500 is 
a reasonable sum which a minister can certainly well deserve. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the bill, 
as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Th» Bengal Legislative Chambers (Preeident’s and Speaker’s Salmiee) 

Bill, 1937. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We shall now take up tke consideration of the 
the Bengal Legislative Chambers (President’s and Si>eakers’ Salaries) 
Bill, 1937. 

The Hofi’hle Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER: May I suggest, 
Sir, that you lake up the Meml>ers’ Emoluments Bill first? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, I cannot change the order. 


The Hon’hle Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ijegislative Chambers (President's and Speaker's 
Salaries) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration. 

Begum HAMilDA M'OMIN: On a point of order, Sir. There are 
several amendments that have been tabled to the Members’ Emoluments 
Bill and also to the President’s and Speaker’s Emoluments Bill. Some 
of the amendments to the latter Bill are consequential to the amend- 
ments tabled to the Members’ Emoluments Bill. So, I suggest that 
you may be pleased to t>ermit that the Members Emoluments Bill be 
taken up first. 


Mr. PREBIDENT: That is not a point of order. We will consider 
these Bills in the order in which Government have arranged them. 


Mr, HUMIAYUN KABIR: I do not think there is any occasion for 
me to make any formal speech in connection with this amendment. I 
shall only repeat some of the considerations which made me move 
similar amendments in another case. I think some of the arguments 
which I have suggested have not yet been answered. 

With regard to the salaries of the President of the Legislative 
Council and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, I would first 
of all like to make it clear, and I hope other members of this House 
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will Hgree, that we desire that the salaries of these two officers should’ 
l.c the same. There is no reason why the salary of the Speaker should 
l;e higher than the salary of the President of this House, and I think 
I aitt voicing the opinion of practically all the members of this House 
ns is evident from the number of amendments which have been 
tabled — 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, there has been some irregularity, 
l.ei me put the motion first. The motion before the House is that the 
Bengal Legislative Chambers (President's and Speaker's Salaries) Bill, 
1937, be taken into consideration 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is “That clause 2 stands part of 
the Bill.” 


Mr. HUM'AYUN KABIR: I beg to move that for clause 2 the 
bdlowing be substituted, namely: — 

“2. (a) There shall be paid to the President of the Bengal Legis- 

lative Council and to the Si>eaker of the Bengal legislative Assembly 
a salary of one thousand rupees and an establishment allowance of five 
hundred rupees each per month. 

(b) There shall be paid to the Deputy President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council and to the Deputy Speaker of the Bengal TiCgis- 
lative Assembly a salary of one thousand rupees each per year." 

I shall not repeat what I said a little while ago even though that 
was irregular. I think all the other members of this House l)elieve 
that the salaries of the two officers should be the same. Now, the 
question is, are we going to take these salaries the same by levelling 
them up or levelling them down? Here I would submit that there is 
cc reason whatsoever why we should always be levelling up. It is 
[generally admitted that the scale of salary should be such as to allow 
pel sons to live in comfort and not in luxury. I would submit in this 
['onnection that ihe salary should be such that there is no inducement 
in the salary itself, and the ]^ople who come to public life do not come 
for the attraction of the salary. In this way, the Ministers and the 
President of the Legislative Council or the Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly stand on a different footing from similar officers in otjier 
spheres of governmental activities. Here, the honour which is attach- 
ed to those posts, is to a large extent compensation for the energy 
which these officers have to devote to their particular duties. I would 
therefore suggest that we want to lay it down that the salary is not 
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the criterion by whicJi we judge the dignity of the post. If our 
President and the Speaker are prepared to accept a salary of Es. I jnm 
each, and an establishment allowance of Es. 500, let it not be thouglu 
for a moment that they are in any way inferior, to or that they are m 
any way holders of less responsible positions than, the persons wIk^ 
draw very much higher salaries. 

In this connection, I would draw your attention to the prevailing 
practice in Great Britain. In Great Britain, till very recently, the 
salary of the Premier was £6,000; it has recently Iteen raised to 
£10,000. The salary of the Solicitor-General or the salary of the Lord 
Chancellor has always been considerably more than that of the Premier, 
yet no one has for a moment suggested that the office of the J.ord 
Chancellor or the office of the Solicitor General carries with it nuue 
dignity than that of the office of the Prime Minister of Great Britain. 
That shows, if proof be needed for the purpose, that salary is not tiie 
criterion of the dignity of the office. I suggest therefore that the salai v 
of the Speaker of the Assembly and the President of this House should 
be fixed at Es. 1,600. We are not in any way suggesting that their 
office is less difinified and less revsponsible than the office of tlie 
Ministers of Bengal. 

Then with regard to the second part of the amendment namely, tliat 
relating to the salary of the Deputy Speaker of the Assembly and the 
Deputy President of the Council, I would submit that to a large extejit 
the work which the Deputy President or the Deputy Speaker has to 
do is similar to the work of an ordinary member of the House. .No 
additional responsibility is attached to these posts. They begin to 
function only when the President or the Speaker happens to be abs(‘nt ; 
and since there is a panel of chairmen and since it has been provided 
that the Deputy Speaker and the Deputy President would draw the 
salaries of ordinary members, I do not see any reason why in addition 
a sum of more than Es. 1,000 should be paid to them. Besides, a 
certain amount of honour is attached to the office of the Deputy 
Speaker and the Deputy President and that in itself is some recom- 
pense for the deities which they might occasionally be called to perform. 
In consideration of the fact that they draw the full salary of a memWr. 
and that they are entitled to such allowances as an ordinary member 
may draw in view of the fact that the duties which they have to perform 
are not very different from duties of ordinary member of the House, I 
would suggest that we should fix the salary of the Deputy President 
and Deputy Speaker at Es. 1,00Q per year in addition to a membei V 
salary and allowances. With these few words, I beg to commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: I beg to move that 
in clause 2 (a) for the words “one thousand five hundred’’ the words 
^^seven hundred fifty” be substituted. 
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In m?>ving this amendment I want to explain the Congress position 
in this matter, and I do not propose to say very much. I want only to 
say that we must confine ourselves to the point at issue; as there has 
been generated a great heat here and when our Finance Minister almost 
Greater a scene, so to say, I propose to confine myself and also other 
members 


Ml*> PRESIDENTS The hon’ble member should not forget that it 
is a different bill and he is not to refer to old discussions. 


Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Now, Sir, the point 
at issue arising out of this amendment is what should be the standard 
of salary or emoluments of the Speaker of the Assembly and the Presi- 
dent of this House. There is no doubt that these two posts are posts 
of great honour and sufficient allowance should be allowed on this 
account. We consider, however, that a sum of Es. 750 should serve 
the purpose of the living of an average Indian; especially having regard 
to the financial condition of the country and the resources at our 
command for the present, this slandard should be reasonable and proper. 

My friend Mr. Humayun Kabir said in his speech that the salaiy 
which has been fixed in England in proportion to the income is not at 
all very high — ^but I should say that in proportion to the income of 
the Bengal Government, the salary proposed in my amendment is not at 
all inadequate or improper. It may be argued in favour of a higher 
salary which has been proposed in the bill that the dignity of the posts 
must be maintained. I say as an Indian that the dignity of a j)ost is 
not measured by the money value. The rank is not measured by 
rupees. 

What about the Cabinet Minisiers of England and other places P 
Mr. Gladstone who was the Prime Minister of Ihi gland used to travel 
always in third class and when he was once asked why he travelled 
in third class, his reply was that because there was no fourth class. 
He did not feel it beneath his dignity to travel in third class. Then 
again Ijord Asquith and Sir John Simon, who used to earn millions in 
their profession and who had very lucrative practice, left their protession 
to take up the service on the Cabinet at a great sacrifice and had Ijeen 
satisfied with £5,000 a year 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of order. Sir. Is it 
relevant that Sir John Simon gave up his practice when he was 
appointed President of a Commission. 
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Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKKAVERTI: Taking all lacts into 
consideration we shall not be far wrong if we maintain that the money 
value is not the criterion of one’s dignity. In India we never idwitify 
honour with the amount of money earned by any individual. 

My friend Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury who represents the labour in 
this House has said that there is money value— 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I may remind you again that you are not to 
refer to his old speeches. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I am sorry, Sir. 
Ihere is no question of inadequacy of the salary. The sum of Es. 750 
is enough to keep body and soul together with the ordinary comfort 
of a human being. If we compare this sum with the average income 
of an individual in this province, it will be seen that it compares very 
favourably. The average income is so small that it cannot be calcu- 
lated ; so I think a salary of Es. 750 will not at all be inadequate for 
the President to maintain his position in the society. With these 
words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (a) for the words “one thousand five hundred” the words “two 
thousand” be substituted. 

Sir, I am not alone but I find that twelve members have given one 
and the same amendment that the pay of the President should be 
Es. ‘J,000 and I move this amendment for no other consideration, either 
of the average income of an Indian or of the avera^ge income of a 
Minister or the income of a High Court Judge or that of any other high 
official. That is a question which does not arise now in my mind. J 
leave those things aside. The only one thing which is in my mind is 
that why the President of the Upper House, which is just like the 
House of Lords, should be getting less pay than that of the Lower 
House. On that consideration alone I have proposed that the pay of 
the President should be Es. 2,000. I commend this for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I beg to move that 
in clause 2 (5) for the words “two thousand” the words “seven 
hundred and fifty” be substituted. 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHAUDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause 2 (6) for the words “two thousand” the words 
“one thousand five hundred” be substituted. 
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Hon’ble Member then addressed the House in Bengali. The 
ollowing is the English translation of his speech — 

In rising to speak in support of this amendment I want first to draw 
lie attention of my colleagues and friends who are members of this 
luuse to one thing. I have noticed that most of the previous speakers 
in the amendments to this Bill have demanded that the salary 
,1 the President of the Upper House should be equal to that of the 
^j>eaker of the Lower House in order that the dignity of our President 
nay not suffer in any way. On this i>oiiit I, of course, completely 
lo-ree with them and I think there is in this House not a single member 
vho holds a different opinion. This eciuality may be brought about in 
wo ways, first, the salary of the Hon’ble the President may be increased 
ui that it goes up from Rs. 1,500 to Rs. 2,000; secondly, the salary 
)t the Hon’ble Speaker may be reduced from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 1,500. 
Hie fundamental question, involved here, is that whether this equality 
I the salaries of the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble Speaker is to 
)e luought about by increasing the cost of a<lministration or by reducing 
t. Although our aim is one and the same, 1 beg to follow a different 
•ourse here. Several of my friends want to effect ecpiality by increasing 
he salary, while I am in favour of doing it by curtailing the amount 
d expenditure. This is because we should bear in mind that we have 
lot been able to assign in the budget adequate sums of money for 
lal ion-building work. We should therefore try to provide larger 
imounts of grants for education, sanitation, etc., for our people by 
•utting down expenses in all directions. 

Considering the reasonable character of my amendment, I hope 
jvery body will support it. 


Mr. J. A. McKERROW; Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 2 (5) 
if ter the word “thousand’’ the words “five hundred” be inseri^.’ 

Sir, there is no office in this Province more honorable than that 
K'cupied by you. Sir, as our President. Yours is an arduous and 
responsible position, and on it depends the success of our laboura. 

1 cannot believe that there is any member of this House or H<hose in 
another place who would wish, on consideration, to haggle or bargain 
over the figure of remuneration which should accompany the dignity 
of the Chair. I believe in this I shall have the agreement of the 
House and consider that we should return this bill for further consi- 
deration. 

For this purpose I have moved the amendment which stands in 
my name, that the salary of the President of this House, and in a 
previous motion the Speaker in another place, should be increased by 
Rs. 600. It is poor economy which denies to the high offices in the 
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land an honorarium consistent with their dignity. In the past lew 
weeks you, Sir, if I may say so with respect, have guided our deli* 
berations with a thoughtfulness and consideration and decision which 
has won the admiration and respect of every section of the House. 

I think it must be that we in this older and more deliberate House 
are better placed to realise the responsibility that is thrown on the 
Chair and all that this in justice entails. I trust therefore that the 
motion will meet with the ajyproval of this House. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I beg to move 
that in clause 2 (c) for the words “two thousand” the words “six 
hundred” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment with regard to the Deputy Presi- 
dent’s salary, I desire to say, as my hon’ble friend Mr. Humayun Kabir 
suggested that the appointment does not involve the onerous duties as 
that of the Speaker or the President and moreover as he has been pm- 
vided with a salary which an ordinary member will receive and having 
regard to the fact that there is a panel of Chairmen, he will not i'c 
required to preside whenever the Hon’ble President or the Speaker vili 
be absent. In these circumstances, I say that Bs. 600 should })e 
regarded as adequate for the purpose and, I think it will add to llie 
dignity of the post. 

With these few words I commend the motion to the acceptance oi 
the House. 

The Hofi’hle Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: On a poiat of 
order, Sir. Mr. McKerrow’s motion and few other motions which wniit 
to increase the salary of the President must have the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor. I do not want to stop the discussion 
but the terms must be said before introduction. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think I should draw the attention of the 
House that before any motion for increase is brought before the House 
it must have the sanction of the Governor. 


Mr. NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: May I make a suggestion, with your 
permission, Sir? There is an overwhelming majority of opinion that 
the pay of the President and the Speaker should be the same and there 
are various circumstances which have been disclosed in this House 
which make us absolutely unanimous on the point. In view of the 
fact that His Excellency’s sanction is necessary, would it not be better 
for the time being to stop the discussion of this bill and send up the 
matter for His Excellency’s approval and then resume discussion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to tell 
the House if the matter has been considered by Government and 
^^hether they are prepared to give their consent. 


The Hon’hle Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN BARKER: We are prepared 
to give that consent. 


Mr. MiOAZZEMALI GHAUDHURY. Sir, I beg to move that in 
danse 2 (c) for the words “two thousand” the words “one thousand” 
be substituted. 

The hon’ble member then addressed the House in Bengali. The 
following is the English translation of his speech : — 

With regard to my amendment I want to say only this that it 
has l>een moved mainly with a view to curtailing expenditure. In 
some of the neighbouring provinces the salary of the Heputy President 
has even been fixed at He. 1 per annum, simply because it has been found 
trom experience that the Deputy President has no work toi do in 
[»articular. All that he has to do is to officiate in place of the President 
when he happens to be absent by chance. Moreover, the Government 
supply furniture and telephone free of charge for the use of the Deputy 
President. In these circumstances, I think an additional salary of 
Hs, 1,000 for the said post will be enough. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 2 (c) for the words “two thousand” the words “three thousand” 
be substituted. 

I move this amendment on the same principle on which I moved 
the other amendment, namely, that the Deputy President and the 
Deputy Speaker should be given the same pay. On that ground only 
I move this amendment that in place of the words “two thousand” 
the words “three thousand” be substituted. 


Mr. 8HIRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I beg to move 
that in clause 2 (d) for the words “three thousand” the words “six 
hundred” be substituted. 

I only want to add that the emoluments of the Deputy Speaker and 
the Deputy President should be the same as the other members have 
already suggested. I have nothing more to add. 
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MOAZZEMALI OHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to moTe that i 
clause 2 (d) for the words ‘‘three thousand’' the words “one thousand 
be substituted. 

The hon’ble member then addressed the House in Bengali. Th 
following is the English translation of his speech : — 

The reasons which led me to move the amendment for reducin 
the salary of the Deputy President are also present in this (*as( 
Moreover, I do not think there is any justification for fixing a .salar 
for the Deputy Speaker higher than that of the Deputy Presidem 
I therefore consider an additional salary of Ee. 1,000 i>er anuui 
enough for the post of the Deputy Speaker. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahailiir, of Dacca 

On a iK)int of order. Sir. May T ask if the hon’ble meml)er can leii 
in English (jertain things from a paper, why is he allowed to spf-a 
in Bengali? 

Mfi PRESIDENT” He uiay merely read. He may not Irt' > 
proficient as to deliver a s]>eech in English. 

All the amendments are now before the House and any hon‘^’ 
member may address ihe House on any of Ihese amendments. 

Mr. BACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: 1 ii •st of all 1 want to kuo^ 
if I can take part in ihe general discussion because I think the Hoirbl 
Finance Minister said that this cannot be done unless he gets the permit 
sion from His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. PRESIDENT” The Government have given their consent. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: Sir, I am extremely snir 
that I cannot support any amendment regarding increment of the salar 
for the same reason as for whi(;h I could not support the salaries of 
Ministers. At the same time I want to point out that this House l..< 
been ignored even as regards the salary of the President, as then^ 
difference in the salary of the Speaker and that of the President. J <i' 
not find any adequate reason why a differential treatment has beci 
accorded to the President of the Council in comiiarison with the Speake 
of the Assembly with regard to emoluments. It may be contended tha 
the Speaker of the Ix)wer House has a bigger number of members to den 
with and numerous interpelation to scrutinise but that, I would like t 
submit, is not a sufficient ground for according a differential treatment 
The President of this House has to exercise the same amount of lega 
acumen and the same amount of tact in dealing with^ matters T^latin^ 
to this House; and with regard to that we had proof only the other da^ 
when the Advocate General's opinion was ncK^essary and he was brough 
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to tiifl House. Sir, we all admit that the Assembly Secretary has to 
tackle a bigger volume of work, but for that adequate ministerial staff 
and supervising officers have been aiipointed. It is an anomaly that the 
salary of the Si>eaker should be fixed higher than that of the President 
solely on the score of bigger volume of work or other job performed by 
the Assembly Secretray. In discussing the salary we heard much 
about the dignity, the status and the social obligation attached to the 
officer concerned but what about the dignity, status and social obliga- 
tions that are attached to the President of this House. He has the same, 
if not higher, obligations and higher standard to adhere to. 

The motion that in clause 2{a) for the words “one thousand five 
hundred” the words “seven hundred fifty” ))e substituted, was put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


Ohiknivtrtii Mr. Shrith Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. LalM Chandra. 

Datta, Mr. Banhim Chandra. 

Dntta, Mr. Kamlni Knmar. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan. 


AYE^9. 

I MooharJaa, Mr. Naraih Nath. 
Bal Choudhury, Mr. Ranafit 
Boddar, Mr. H. P. 

Sanyal Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 


NOES— 41. 


Ahmad, Mr. Naiiruddfn. 

Ahmad, Mr. Mathahuddln. 

Bakih, Mr. Radar. 

Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Kaihab Chandra 
Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

Bom, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Chaudhury, Mr. Moasiamali. 

Chowdkury, Khan Sahib Abdui Hamid. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Khorihad Alam. 

Chowdhnry, Mr. RanaquI Haidar. 
Cho«dhnry,*Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Rain. 

Cohan, Mr. D. d. 

O'RoiarlOf Mil. K. 

Ellahl, Mr. I. Faaal. 

Haidar, Nawabinda Kamruddln. 

Hoaia, Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muaaiamnddia. 
Hoiaaia, Mr. Utalat. 

Huq, Mr. Syad Muhammad Bhailul. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvf Mohammad, 
dan, Khaa Bahadar Shaikh Muhammad. 


Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, Khaa Bahadur M. Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammid Aiaf. 

Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. B. 

McKorrow, Mr. d. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subldali. 

Memm, Bofum Hamida. 

Nioholl, Mr. C. K. 

Ormoad, Mr. e. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

Rahman, Mr. Mukbltiur. 

Raihid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
olSantosh. 

Roy, Rat Bahadur Radhica Bhutan. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krlikna Chandra, 
tarkor, Mr. Indu Bhutan. 

Shamiuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

SiBfh Roy, Mr. Sailotwar. 

Wiimtr, Mr. 0. H. 


The Ayes being 9 and Noes 41, the motion was lost. 

The motion that for clause 2 the following be substituted, namely : — 

“2. (a) There shall be paid to the President of the Bengal Legis- 

lative Council and to the Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
a salary of one thousand rui>ees and an establishment allowance of five 
hundred rupees each i)er month. 


Salarie 

and 

allowa 
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(6) There shall be paid to the Depnity President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council and to the Deputy Speaker of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly a salary of one thousand rupees each per year”, was put and 
lost. 

The motion that in clause 2(a) for the words ‘‘one thousand five 
hundred’’ the words “two thousand” be substituted, was put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


AYES -37. 


Ahmad. Mr. Naiiruddin. 

Ahmad, Mr. Mtihahuddln. 

Bakih, Mr. Kader. 

BaBarJaa, Ral Bahadar Kathab Chandra. 
Barna. Dr. Arabinda. 

Bam, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Ohawdhury, Khan Sahib Abdnl Hamid. 
Ohowdhury, Mr. Khorthad Alam. 
Ohawdhury, Mr. Raiiaqul Haider. 
Ohowdhury, Mr. Hamldul Huq. 

Ohawdhury, Mr. Humayun Raia. 

Oahan, Mr. D. d. 

0*Raiaria, Mrs. K. 

Cllahi, Mr. 8. Fatal. 

Haidar, Nawabiada Kamruddin. 

Hataaln, Mr. Latafat. 

Huq, Mr. Syad Muhammad Bhailul. 
Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulul Mohammad, 
dan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 


Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdnl. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Mnhammod Aiat. 

Laldlaw, Mr. W. B. fl. 

McKorrow, Mr. d. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subldail. 

Momln, Bi|um Hamlda. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

Rahman, Mr. Mukhlotur. 

Raihid, Khan Bahadur Kail Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray Ohowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
offSantosh. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhica BhuMn. 

Roy, Ohowdhury, Mr- Krishna Chandra- 
Sarkar, Mr. Indu Bhutan. 

Shamiuatoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Salittwar. 

Wilmtr, Mr. D. H. 


Ahamod, Mr. Nur. 
Ohaudbury, Mr. Moaiiamall. 
Dat, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 
Oatta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 
Dutta, Mr. Kamini Komar. 
Botwami, Mr. Kanal Lai. 


NOE8— 12. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan, 
Mookarjao, Mr. Naroih Nath. 

Pal Ohowdhury, Mr. Ranajit 
Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

Sanygl, Mr. Saehindra Narayan. 


The Ayes being 37 and Noes 12, the motion was carried. 


The motion that in clause 2(b), for the words “two thousand” the 
words “seven hundred fifty” be substituted, was put and lost. 

The motion that in clause 2(b) for the words “two thousand” the 
words “one thousand ^ five hundred” be substituted, was put and 
lost. 

The motion that in clause 2(b) after the word “thousand” the words 
“five hundred” be inserted, was put and lost. 
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The motion that in clause 2(c) for the words “two thousand’’ the 
words “six hundred’’ be substituted, was put and lost. 

. ^ 

The motioD that in clause 2(c) for the words “two thousand' ' the 
words "‘one thousand" be substituted, was put and lost. 

The motion that in clause 2(c) for the words “two thousand" the 
words “three thousand" be substituted, was put and agreed to. 

The motion that in clause 2(d) for the words “three thousand" the 
words “six hundred" be substituted, was pait and lost. 

The motion that in clause 2(d) for the words “three thousand" the 
w'ords “one thousand" be substituted, was put and lost. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 
stand pai t of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House that the short title 
and the preamble be added to the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANUAN SARKER: Sir, I beg to move 
that thlBill, as settled in Council, be p>assed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bill, as amended in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

26 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Preaidenrg 
and Speaker's Salaries Bill, 1937, is passed. 

I will now adjourn the Council till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 2lst 
of September, 1937. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 21st 
of September 1937. 
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Members present: 

The following members were present at the meeting held on the 20th 
September 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nur. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziruddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Meshahuddin. 

(4) Baksh, Mr. Xader. 

(5) Banerjee, Bai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(6) Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

(7) Bose, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(8) Chakra verti, Mr. Shrish Cliandra. 

(9) Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(10) Chowdhury, Kliaii Saliib Abdul Hamid. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Kliorslied Alain. 

(12) Chowdhur^^, Mr. Rezzaqul Haider. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Harnidul Huq. 

(14) Chowdhury, Mr. lliimayuu Reza. 

(15) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(16) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(IT) Datta, Mr. Bankim ('handra. 

(18) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(19) D’Rozario, Mrs. K. 

(20) Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

(21) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(22) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(28) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(24) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(25) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(26) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(27) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(28) Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 
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(29) Kabir, Mr. Huinayun. 

(30) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(31) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf. 

(32) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

(33) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

(34) Maitra, Bai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

(35) McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 

(36) Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

(37) Momin, Begum Hamida. 

(38) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

(39) Nicholl, Mr. 0. K. 

(40) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(41) Pal Choudhury, Mr. Kanajit. 

(42) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

(43) Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

(44) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(45) Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

(46) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

(47) Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 

(48) Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan. 

(49) Roy Ohowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(50) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(51) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(52) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(53) Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(54) Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(55) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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of Santosh. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
20th September 1937 : — 

(1) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(2) Hossain, Mr. Mahamed. 

(3) Lamb, Mr. T. 

(4) Mocker ji, Dr. Dadhakumud. 

(5) Mukherji, Bai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(6) Sen, Eai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(7) Sinha, Eaja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. 
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The following Hon’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
20th September 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Abul Kasem Fazlul Huq, m.l.a. (Chief 

Minister) . 

(2) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Kanjan Sarker, K.n.A. 

(8) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimiiddin, k.c.i.b., m.l.a. 

(4) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 
M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, m.l.a. 

(7) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur, m.l.a. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, m.l.a. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Baikut, m.l.a. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullirk, m.l.a. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The Council met in the LeGrislaiive Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 2l8t September 1937, at 2-16 p.m., 
being the ninth day of the Third Session, pursuant to section 62 (2') {a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in tlie Chair. 

Fifty-three members and ten Ministers were present. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Flood in the District of Chittagong. 

86. Mr. NUR AH AM ED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware of the heavy 
damage done to crops by recent flood in the various thanas of the 
Chitlagong district? 

{h) Is it a fact that in the villages of Patiya, Satkania and Anwara 
immense suffering has been caused by the flood? 

(c) If so, has the Hon’ble Minister taken any steps i<> asceriain the 
extent of damage done to the crops in these areas? 

{d) Has the Ilon’ble Minister taken any sieps in grant immediate 
relief to the cultivators wlio have suffered loss by this flood? 

(e) If not, does tlie Hon’ble Minister contemplate to grant some 
relief to the suffering peasants? 

(/) Has the Ilon’ble Minister received any rp])ort from the District 
QjB&cer regarding this flood which occurred recently in Chittagong district 
in the month of Sraha?i? 

{g) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be ]deased to publish the same 
for the information of the members of this House? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
department (the Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja Hablbullah Bahadur, of 

Bacoa): (a) and (6) I am aware that a flood visited parts of Cox’s 
Bazar subdivision and thanas of Satkania, Banskhali, Anwara and 
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Patiya in the Sadar subdivision of the district of Chittagong, causing 
some damage to the houses, embankments and to standing crops. 


{c) Yes. 

(d) A sum of Ks. 15,500 has been sanctioned for agricultural loam 
and a sum of Rs. 1,000 for gratuitous relief in the flood aftected areas 
Eurther allotments, if required b}" the (Collector, will be sanctioned ii 
due course. 


(e) Does not arise. 

(/) Yes. 

(ff) The information is laid on the "table. 


Statement referred to in the ansieer to question No. 8€. 

Fi.ood in the district of Chttoagong. 

On the 18th August last, the (killector of Chittagong, reported thal 
low lying areas in the thanas of Patiya, Anwara, Satkania and Boal 
khali were flooded on account of the heavy rainfall of the first ten dayj 
of August, 1987, and that local officers who toured all these areas, founc 
that damage to house property was not excessive. The following mauzm 
which are in low lying areas were found water-logged : — 

(i) Kanipur, Keoghor and Bhingrol in Anwara police-station, 

{ii) Kashiaish, Mahira, Mahara and Bhandargaon in Patiya jjolice- 
station, and 

(Hi) Nalua, Gatiadanga and Morfala in Satkania police-station. 

In these mauzas some of the aus iiaddy had been reaped before the 
flood but that wliich was still standing was partly damaged. Some 
ainan seedlings were destroyed. TJiere was some scarcity of good drink- 
ing water and it was reported that the Divstrict Health Officer and the 
dispensary doctors were touring the localities and attending^ to w^ater- 
supply. 

The Collector reported that the situation in the Cox’s Bazar sub- 
division was more acute owing’ to overflow of the Bakkhali and othei 
rivers. Parts of Chakaria, Eadgaon, Ramu, Cox’s Bazar and Teknai 
thana being affected. Damage was done to standing crops and replant- 
ing of paddy was hampered by scarcity of seedlings — a serious matter 
in a one-crop area. About 100 houses have been washed away in three 
or four villages on the banks of the Bakkhali river. 

Agricultural loans and giatuitous relief are being given in the 
affected areas of the district, 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any enquiry was made as to the cause ot this flood F 
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The Hon’ble Nswab Khmja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I ca&Bot say off-hand. I will, however, enquire into the matter further. 


Radical Club at Dacca. 

S7. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether there is 
such a club at Dacca called the Hadical Club? 

(h) Who are its members and how many are they in number? 

(c) Is that club under Government ban? 

(d) If so, why was it banned? 

(e) Is it the intention of the Government to remove the ban now? 

(f) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) I can find no record of the existence of 
such a club either now or in the past. 

(6) to (/) Do not arise. 

Mr» LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If I eliminate the word ‘‘Club” 
and put in its place the ^vord “Association”, will the Jloii^ble Minister 
be pleased to state if there is such a thing as the Hadical Association 
at Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I liave no information. 


Political Prisoners. 

88. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Horrble Minister 
in charge of the Home Deiiartnient he jdeased to state whether in view 
of his decision to bring back to tlie province the lien gal State julsoners 
and the detenus who are iio>v interned ontsiile the province, those 
Bengal Slate prisoners and the detenus have all been brought back to 
the province? 

(b) How many of the State prisoners are yet outside Bengal and in 
which places? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state th(' reason why he could 
not yet give effect to his decision to bring back the State Regulation 
prisoners and the detenus? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state how many of the 817 
detenus at Deoli are still at Deoli and how many of the four State 
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prisonerB in the Central Provinces, of the two in the United Provinces 
and of the five in Madras are still outside Bengal P 

(e) If there are still any detenus outside the province, will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state the reason for leaving them outside 
Bengal? 

(J) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state — 

{i) when they were repatriated; and 

(ii) whether it is the intention of Government to set them free now ? 

{y) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state out of the total number 
of 1,999 detenus — 

(i) how many have been set free ; and 

(ii) how many are still in detention ? 

Qi) Out of the persons still in detention, Low many are — 

(i) in jail; 

(ii) in camp; 

{Hi) in village ; and 

{iv) in home internment? 

(i) Out of the detenus released — 

(i) how many were released conditionally; and 

{ii) how many unconditionally? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (/) (/) Orders Jiave 
been issued for bringing back to this province all persons (15 in number) 
detained under Kegulalion ITT of 1818 in jails outside this province. 
There are no Bengal detenus in outside jails other than Deoli Jail. 
Of 317 detenus in Deoli Jail orders Lave already been issued for the 
return of 72* detenus to Bengal ; and order for alnjut 70 others is expected 
to be issued before the end of this month. Cases of all detenus are 
under examination in pursuance of the policy announced by me. As 
soon as accommodation is available in Bengal, and I hope accommoda- 
tion will be available in the near future in consequence of the present 
policy of release, all detenus now in Deoli Jail will ])e brought to 
this province. 

{it) Attention is invited to the statement which I made in this 
House on the 16th August last. 

{g) and (i) Between 13th August and 12th September last orders 
were issued for the conditional release of 23 persons and the uncondi- 
tional release of 40 others including some who had previously been 
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conditionally released. Seventy orders transferring persons from camps 
or village domicile to home domicile were issued during that period. 

(h) (t) and (it) 566. 

(in) 813. 

(iv) 489. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state why orders have not been isvsiied for all the detenus 
in Deoli Jail to be repatriated at once? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM^UDDIN : I would refer the hon’ble 
member to my answer to questions (a) to {/) (/), viz., accommodation 
is not available. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state if the Ihim Dum Barrack is full ? 

The Hoti’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no such thinK 
as the Bum Bum Barrack; there is a jail in Bum Bum. We do not 
put detenus in jail if we can help it. 


Disohargos from Titagarh Paper Mill. 

8S. Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur (on behalf of Rai 
Satis Chandra Mukherji Bahadur): (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in chaise 
of the Public Health and Tvocal Self-Government Bepartment aware 
that intense pollution of the river Hoog:hly is being caused liy dischaiges 
from the Titagarh Paper Mill? 

(fj) If so, is this pollution causing unbearable nuisance to the 
inhabitants on both sides of the rivcj* in tlie kx*alily concerned.^ 

k*) Was any einiuiry made in this f (uineci ion in tlic ]>ast ? 

(//) If so, will the lion ’hie Mini.^tf'r plea.se ])iibli.* ]i llie rei)ort of 
the enquiry? 

(c) If not, is the Hoii’ble MiinMer considering the desirability of 
holding an inquiry in tlic matter in order to abate the nuisance.^ 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tlie Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushor 
All): (a) to (d) There are two paper mills, bearing tlii.s name; namely, 
Titagarli Paper Mill No. I located at Titagarh, and Titagarli I aper 
Mill No. II at Kankinarah within the Bhatpara Municipality. The 
effluent from both these mills is discharged into the river after being 
mixed with the waste water from the bleach house. The effluent is 
brownish in colour with a creamish scum and contains chemical waste 
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products from the paper manufacturing* process. Government have 
received complaints to the effect that the effluent is polluting* the water 
of the river. They have had an inquiry made by tie Department of 
Public Health. Samples of the effluent from both the mills have been 
recently collected for analysis at tlie Bengal Public Health Laboratory. 
Until the result of the analysis is known, it is not possible to say whether 
the discharge of the effluent causes anj^ pollution in the river water. 

The reports of inspection of both these ihills made by Dr. B. C. 
Mukherjee, Assistant Director of Public Health, Presidency Circle, 
and Dr. A. O. Hoy Chowdhury^ Septic Tank Inspector, dated the 9th 
September, 1987, and lOth September, 1937. are placed on the Library 
table. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Foi how long 
this state of things has been continuing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am sorry, Sir, I 
cannot say. 


District Judge for Dinajpur. 

90. Mr. KADER BAK8H (on behalf of Rai 8aheb Jatindra Mohar 
8en): {a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and 

Legislative Departments be pleased to state whether the District Judge 
of Dinajpur is also the District Judge of Jalpaiguri and of Darjeeling.' 

( 6 ) Will the Hon'ble Minister please state the number of working 
days spent by him in the three headqiiarters of the districts of Dinajpur, 
Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling during the years 1930 to 1936? 

{a) Will the Hon’ble Minister ])lease state the names of the sub 
ordinate courts under the District Judge in each of these three districts! 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state wdiether under the Higl 
Court Eules the District Judge is retjuired to inspect outlying subordi 
nate courts at least once in two years and the subordinate courts a 
Sadar at least once every year? 

(e) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be ])leased to state the number o: 
inspeeitioiis held by the Distric t Judge ot tJie subordinate courts boil 
outlying and Sadar in the districts of Diiiajimr, Jalpaiguri and Darjee 
ling during the years 1930 to 1936? 

(/) If the inspections are l)elow the recjuired ininimuiii, will th 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state wlietlier this was due to want o: 
time of the District Judge? 

id) Will the l^on’ble Minister please state whether it isja fact tha 
the District^ Judge had no time for a number of 3 - ears to look into th' 
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VIII Probate and Insolvency cases which had remained pending 
or orders? 

(h) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
uch cases which have been taken up by tlie present District Judge 
Luce he has taken charge of the districts? 

({) Will the a on’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
iny other single judgeship for three districts in Bengal? 

(j) AYill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
act that the Subordinate Judge of Dinajpur is also the Subordinate 
fudge of Jalpaiguri? 

(k) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether it is a fact that 
X)th the District Judge and the Subordinate Judge have often to remain 
iway frem the headquarters of Dinajpur at the same time? 

(/,) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
jccasions when they were both away at the same time during the last 
;hree yea’-s? 

(m) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing 
an order to the effect that these two offi<;ers should not be absent from 
the headquarters of the .district of Dinajpur simultaneously? 

(ft) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a separate judge for the district of Dinajpur? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(6), (c) and (e) Statements regarding these clauses are laid on the 
Library table. 

(d) Yes. 

(J) Yes, it was due to want of time. 

(g) The District Judge had very little time to exercise proper control 
over the guardians and annual accounts of the estates of minors were 
called for and scrutinised in very few cases. This cannot he said of 
Probate and Insolvency cases which were dealt with in due course. 

(h) The present District Judge dealt with the accounts, called for 
and filed in about 400 Act VIII cases in which guardians had pre- 
viously been appointed besides attending to the usual work in connection 
with the recent pending cases. 

(?) No. 

(;■) Yes. 

(/!:)■ An attempt is made to avoid the simultaneous absence of the 

District Judge and the Subordinate Judge from Dinajpur.^ But this 
does not always become possible owing to the District -Judge s duties in 
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three districts. They have been away from IHnajptir at the same time 
on several occasions every year. 

(Z) On four occasions each during* 19f34 and 1936 and on two occasions 
during 1936. 

(m) and (n) No. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: In view of the answers given to qucvstions 
(/) and (g), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason wLy 
he does not think of having a separate judgeship for Dinajpur, as it 
is stated that for want of time, the required inspection of th© outlying 
subordinate courts could not be made and also that the District Judge 
had very little time to discharge his duties properly? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAINp Khan Bahatfur; 

Ihe matter is now receiving my attention. I cannot say what can l)e 
done at once, but the matter will have my serious consideration. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH; Ts the ITon’ble aware that some 

persons have been detained in ha}at and owing to the absence of both 
the District Judge and the Subordinate Judge, bail applications could 
not be filed, and this has caused tlie g-ood deal of hardship to the people? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is quite possible. 


Terrorist Outrages. 

91. Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home l)c})artment be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of terrorist outrages during the last 12 months in 
the province of Bengal, district *)>y district, and month by 
month ; 

(n) the number of persons who have been served with restraint 
orders of any kind during the period : and 

iiii) the number of cases declared by the judicial authorities as 
falsely instigated by the police, implicating innocent 
persons ? 

(6) Is it a fact that in some cases it is to the interest of the Special 
Branch Police staff to start causes on insuflicient or on no materials at all 
in order to prove the existence of a situation in the province which 
would justify the continuance of the various repressive laws as well as 
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the laaiat^nance of an inflated staff of spies and informers fl5gether 
tvith their si>eoial extra allowance? 

Tli6 Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (/) The following* casea 
jf violence were commiite<l by terrorists during the period of 12 months 
ending in July 1937 : — 

(i) ^ one murderous assault (February, 1937) in Chittagong; 

(ii) one assault (April 1937) in Mymensingh; and 

(///) one highway robbery (July, 1937) in Dacca. 

Moreover, 8 revolvers (or pistols), 6 guns, 51 cartridges for revolvers 
And one bombshell were recovered during this period. There were 2 
•ases of theft of firearms. 

(ii) Forty-six under section 2, Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
A.(‘t, 1930. I have not been able to ascertain what restrictive orders, if 
iiiy, W'ere passed by District Officers in tliis period. 

(rii) None. 

(h) Certainly not, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
hi htate what are llie materials which le<l him to conclude that the 
uiurderoiis assault made in Chittagong was due to terrorism or that the 
Lit>sault in Mymensingh was due to terrorism and that tlie highw^ay 
robbery w^hich took place at Dacca was brought .about by the terrorists? 

The Hon^ble Khwaja Sir NAliMUDDIN: The persons who were 
arrested, had been taking part in ieirorist conspiracies. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there were any prosecutions against the alleged accused 
jieisons? 

The Hpn’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe, there was a 
piosecution in the case of Chittagong and in Dacca, the people were 
arrested, and , I believe, the case is going on. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So far as the Chittagong case is con- 
cerned, who w’ere the accused and upon whom was the assault com- 
tnitted? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The assault was commit- 
ted on a person who w^as supposed to be an informer and the condition 
111 which he was left there, was pitiable. 
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Rar^£8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: With reference 
to the answer that one hig^hway robbery was committed at Dacca it 
July, 1987, toU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it U 
a fact that of the accused persons two were detenus who were honu 
interned ? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Two were certainly 
detenus who were either home interned or released under certain cou. 
ditions. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the result of the Dacca case: 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not yet over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So far as answer (a) (i) is concerned 
regarding the recovery of revolvers, etc., in which place were these 
things discovered? 

The Hoffble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In various places. One 
of them, I remember, was at Faridpur and another at Dacca. 


Appointments by Chittagong District Judge. 

S2. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial and Ivegislative Departments be j)lea8ed to state hov 
many appointments have been made by the present District Judge oi 
Chittagong ? 

(b) Out of the total appointments made by him — 

(i) how many are in the upper or superior grades ; 

(ii) how many are in the lower grade; and 

(m) how many are for menials? 

(c?) Out of these appointments, how many have been given tc 
Moslems respectively ? 

(d) W^at is the percentage of Moslem employees in all the offices 
under the jurisdiction of the District Judge of Chittagong? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why sufficienl 
niuuber of qualified Moslems have not been taken by the present District 
Judge of Chittagong as required by the Government Circular? 
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The llon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H088AIN, Khaa Bahadurt 

(«) 127. ■■ ■ • 

(h) (i) One (Christian). 

(ii) 24. 

hil) 102. 

(r) Upper Division— Nil. Lower J)ivision— 8. Menials— 35. 
id) Clerical establish iiient 40 per cent, and menials 30*4 per cent. 

(<?) As the figures show, there has been no Ivreach of the terms of 
any Government Circular in the matter of these apiiointments. 


Congress Organisations in Midnapore. 

93. Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: (a) Is the 

Honble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that the ban 
on all Congress organisations in Bengal has been removed except those 
in the district of Midnapore? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister jilease state why the l>an on 
such organisations in Midnapore has not yet been removed? 

(( ) Will the Hoii’ble Minister please state whether the Government 
are contemplating to remove the said ban? 

(d) If so, when? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDINs (a) There are Congress 
organisations in other districts of Bengal w^hich are still under the 
ban. 

{In to (d) The policy of Government in this as in other matters is 
one of progressive amelioration and removal of tho restrictions will be 
considered in due course. 

Mr. 8MRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; Will the llon hle 

Minister please give me an idea of the time by which tlu^ niatler will be 
considered. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDINs Various forms of restric- 
tion wherever possible are withdrawn every month. 11 is a continuous 
process. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When is the ban on the Comilla 
Abhay Asram likely to be removed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDINs It is under consideration 
and perhaps it will be removed soon. 

26. 



ilr., LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I have an idea as to -^he mean- 
ing of the word ‘soon’? Will it be within a month? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A month or two 

Mr. SHRiSH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTi: By what time will tlie 
ban on Midnapore be removed? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficult to toll 
about all the bans in Midnapore. As I bave said, tbe matter is under 
consideration and I bave asked tbe District Magistrate to submit his 
reports from time to time and tbey will be considered accordingly. 

Ferry Chat at Debhata. 

94. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; Will tbe Hon bit 

Minister in charge of tbe Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether Government would apportion tbe proceeds ot 
tbe Taki-Sreepur (Debhata) Ferry to tbe Debhata Municipality as 
recommended by tbe District Magistrate of Khulna in bis letter Nu. 
5510J., dated the 28th August, 1931, owing to the fact that the 
Debhata Municipality has to maintain the approaches to tbe feriy ghat 
without getting any return from tbe proceeds. 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar): The question will be examined. 

Mr, RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May we know when a bn id 
decision is expected to be arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is very difficult to give an idea of the time when the decision will bt 
arrived at, because there are various factors which have to be taken into 
consideration and the number of claimants is more than two. 


Labour Representation to Municipalities. 

95. Mr. KANAI LAL COSWAM I : Will the Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to constitute 
industrial constituencies for the representation of labour by election in 
those municipalities where the Local Government under clause {1) of 
sub-section (i) of section 18 has hitherto appointed members by increas- 
ing the proportion of nominated seats, thereby depriving the benefit 



387 


1937.] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

# 

of increased representation through election conferred by section 16 
of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932? 

TIm Hon^’bla Mr* 8YED NAU8HER ALI* The matter is under 
toy consideration. 

Abolition of Thanas in Murshidabad District. 

96. Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that by the 
abolition of some of the thanas in the district of Murshidabad such as 
Kagram, Gokarna, Doulatabad, it lias become diffi(‘ult for Ijie tliana 
officers to pay prompt attention to crime reports and the public are 
fooling inconvenience also? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tJiat representations have been 
laade to the Inspector-General of Police through the Superintendent of 
J^olice, Murshidabad, for restoration of some of the thanas so abolished 
and that the proposal was supported by the resolution of public meet- 
ing and members of some of the local bodies? 

(c) If the answers be in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie Minister 
!)(' pleased to state what steps have been taken to redress tbe aforesaid 
])ublic grievances? 

(d) If the Hon’ble Minister has no information in this connection, 
is lie considering the desirability of making an enquiry into the facts? 

The Hcn’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Such complaints 
have been received. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The matter was referred to the Com mitt ee which was appointed 
recently to hold an enquiiy^ into the unarmed branches of tlie Bengal 
Police. Their recommendations are under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

id) Does not arise. 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur; When can we 
' xpect to know the result of the enquiry and that of consideration by 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is difficult to give any 
approximate date. 

Medical Officer for 8akhawat Memorial Girls’ Hostel. 

97. Mr. KADER BAK8H: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
^‘harge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether there 
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u ..y MM Officer a««l.e<l «. O.e S«H..«el MemorM Girl,. 
Hostel ? 

(/,) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the present hostel building 
is unsuitable as a house for aeeominodating boarders from the sanitary 
point of view? 

(c) Was any boarder of the hostel attacked with any serious disease 
during* the second week of August, 193T? 

(d) If so, is it a fact that no medical aid could be given her for more 
than 24 liours? 

(e) Is ii a fact that the Superintendent of the liostel wrote to the 
uncle of Jlhc girl, who liappened to be in Calcutta to attend the Assembly 
session, either to make arrangements for her treatment or to remove 
her from the hostel? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a medical adviser to the Sakhawat Memorial Girls liostel to give 
immediate and timely assistance to the boarders in need? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) Yes, from the 
18th August, 1937. 

{h) The building of the hostel is an old one but not unsatisfactory 
from the sanitary point of view. 

(c) In the beginning of the second week of August, 1937, a boarder 
sniftered from stomach pain. 

(d) As no Medical Officer had been appointed up to that time, it was 
not possible to afford immediate and proper medical aid ; such help as 
was possible was given to the patient at once. 

(e) Yes, as the Lady Doctor had not l)een appointed up to that 
time the Siiperin ten dent of the liostel thought it best to request the 
guardian to have the girl treated at home. 

(/) A Lady Doctor was appointed on the 15th August, 1937, and 
she joined her post on the 18th August, 1937. 

Sports Stadium in Calcutta. 

98. Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he has received a representation on behalf of an influ- 
ential body willing to form a limited company or syndicate, 
offering to build an up-to-date Sports Stadium in Calcutta, 
provided reasonable facilities and a suitable site, essential 
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for the success of such an undertaking, are made available 
to tnem ; 

(5) whether the long stretch of land on the north-west corner of 
Eden Gardens has been proposed as the most suitable site ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that this site was informally consideied to 
be desirable by the Calcutta Police from the point of view 
of public safety and traffic control; 

(rf) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that sports are lapidly 
developing in Bengal, and that the huge crowds of speel*iior8 
always cause great anxiety to the police and the ])eople 
alike ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that the objection of tlie Military aiillio- 

rities to any kind of encroachment on the Calcutta Mnidan 
was some time ago found not to be insuperable in respect of 
this site, provided a financially sound and in eviu v way 
practicable scheme could bo evolved; 

(f) whether the Hon’ble Minister has taken up the matter Avith 

the Military and Police authorities after he recciviMl the 
aforesaid representation; 

{g) the result or progress of such a consultation, if there lias l)een 
any; 

Qi) whether it is a fact that the body on whose hehalf the said 
repi-esentation was made, is prepared to sink eight to nine 
lakhs of rupees to build a Sports Stadium on modern and 
scientific lines with an imposing front elevation worthy of 
the city of palaces, providing accommodation for sixty 
thousand people with ample staircases, ramps and passage- 
ways to permit easy and safe entry and exit; 

(i) whether it is a fact that in the said representation tlic Home 
Department of the Government of Bengal have been invited 
to appoint an official Committee to sit with the enginet'rs, 
architect and representatives of the body on whose hehalf 
the representation has been made, to cxainiae ])lans, d«‘signs, 
estimates, etc., of the proposed stadium and to S(» alter, 
modify or amplify the scheme, if necc.ssary, as 1o make it 
acceptable both to the Civil and Military auth(uI1icN < 011 - 
cemed ; 

(;) whether the Hon^ble Minister has come to any decision ; 

(A;) whether the matter was or will be placed l>efore Die C<nmcil 
of Ministers and discussed by them under the Presidem y of 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal ; 

(1) whether there is any possibility of the decision of the Home 
Department and of the Government as a whole being 
announced before the end of the current year, if not earlier; 
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(m) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that the existing ~ ill. 

constructed, old-fashioned and uncomfortable spectators’ 
stands in the Maidan afford shamefully meagre and scanty 
accommodation and Indian spectators at big football matches 
have to struggle hard to get admittance to these stands and 
have to dolefully wait for long, long hours, while either 
being scorched by the tropical sun or drenched to the skin 
by the rains of our proverbial monsoon ; 

(n) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that thousand others 

who are less fortunate have to remain outside and share the 
same fate without seeing anything of the game; and 

(o) whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering the desirability 

of removing this long-standing want at the earliest possible 
opportunity ? 

The HcMi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) I have no information. 

(d) and (e) Yes. 

(/) fo U) (^) The representation is under consideration. 

(k) The represen tatfon will be dealt with in the usual manner. 

(l) I regret I cannot give a definite date by which Government will 
be able to come to a decision. 

(m) and (n) Yes. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: With reference to answer (e) may I know if the Hon'ble 
Minister ascertained the truth of the statement from the Military autho- 
rities ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The answer is yes. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp of 

Santosh: With regard to (/) will the Hon’ble Minister form an official 
Oommittee as suggested in my question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The matter is under 
consideration and I cannot give any undertaking before Government 
have considered the proposals. 

Maharaja Sir MiANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: May I know why the Hon’ble Minister did not obtain the 
information asked for in (c) from the Commissioner of Police? 
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*Th6 Hon’bio Khwsjs Sir NAZiMUDDIN! Whatever recommenda- 
tions the Commissioner of Police may make are confidential. As far 
as Government are .concerned, they are considering the matter. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWOHURY, of 

Santoshs With reference to Ilon’hle Minister’s answer (k) may I 
know what is meant by “usual manner’’? 

The Hon'hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The usual manner in 
which Government departments deal with the subjccl. 


Maharaja Sir MANMATHA MATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: Do I take it tlmt the Hon’hle Minisler has made his answers 
laconic because my (piestions had to lie lengthy? 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be so 


Release of Detenus. 

99. Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 

state — 

(a) what steps have been taken by this time to implement the 

statements he made in the Legislature about the release of 
the detenus and repatriation of Andamans prisoners; 

(b) how many of the village internees have been released during 

the last fornight; 

(c) how many of the village internees have been interned at home ; 

(d) how many of the detenus confined in the jails of Bengal have 

been village interned ; 

(e) how many externees have been brought back to Bengal; 

(f) whether it is contemplated to keep all of them at Hijli Camp 

as announced in the newspapers; 

(g) how many applications have been received by the Home Depart- 

ment from guardians and other public men giving assurance 
of the future good conduct of the detenus, if released ; 

(h) how many such applications have been accepted and detenus 

released on the assui’ance; and 

(i) how many of the State prisoners have been brought back to 

Bengal P 
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The Hen’Me Khwaja »\t NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Every eforl is 
being' made to implement the policy of Government regarding the 
release of detenus. 

The repatriation of the Andamans prisoners is under consideration. 

(b) During the fortnight ending the 12th September last one village 
internee was unconditionally released and three were conditionally 
released. 

(c) Twenty-eight village internees have been transferred to home 
domicile. 

(d) Sixty-one detenus from jails and camps have been village 
interned. 

(e) Orders for the conditional release of one oxternee and ilie 
unconditional release of another were issued (buiing the fortnight. 

(/) No. State prisoners from Bengal who have hitherto h<*eit 
detained in other provinces will be accommodated there. 

((j) Six. 

(h) One application has been accepted; the others are nmler 
examination. 

(t) Orders have been issued for the return of all the State prisoi'<Ms 
to Bengal. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With reference to answer (a) nmy 
I know how many prisoners from the Andamans the Government of 
Bengal have asked the Governpient of India to repatriate so far? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Between 25 and 2 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; How many Bengali prisoners arc 
there in the Andamans ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; The question has l(cii 
answered and I would refer the hon’ble member to the answer gi^c]l 
in this House some time during this session or the last session. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Then taking the number of political 
prisoners in the Andamans to be over 20Q, may I know why the Beiigjd 
Government have asked for the repatriation of so few of them? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; The, question of repatria' 
tion of the Andamans prisoners is going to be discussed at a conference 
about which I have mentioned in this House already and that conference 
will be held very soon. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why then before this conference 
was held, has the Hon’ble Minister issued orders for the repatriation of 
some of the prisoners? 

Th 0 Hofl’lllo KhWc^jft Sir NAZIMUDDINs (T 0 ^en^nent thonj^ht it 

;i(lvisable that tliese men should be brought immedialely. 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DASs Is it a fact that when tliis t{Ut\stiori 
uas agitated in this and in the Loww House a detinitc ]>romise was 
made bj^ the Home Minister that as soon as tlie Andamans pi isoners 
gave up the hunger-strike they would be rejiatriated irresjiective of the 
i.uestion whether there was conference or no conference? 

Mr. KADER BAKSHs Is the hon’ble member entitled io reler to 
iwiy (piestion in the Lower House? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Even if it is not refeired to ihe 
l.ower Ho\ise, tlie I'pjier House remains, wliere tlie promise was made. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM'UDDIN: ('ertainly at no tim«* wa» 
such an understanding given to any memlver of this House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With regard to answer («), may 
I know why implementing the policy of the fTOvemment regarding the 
release of the Andamans prisoners is making such a snail’s progress? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a snairs 
jirogress. Orders are being issued continuously and very .soon a very 
large number of orders will l>e issued. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I know from the Hon’ble 
Home Minister as to the length of time after which we may exiiect 
to see the end of this implementing the policy of Government regaidirig 
the release of detenus? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No time can be ]>re- 
soribed because it will all depend on the effect of such release. 

Promotion of 8ub*Depuity Collectors. 

100. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a> 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state on what principles Sub-Deputy Collectors are promoted to 
Deputy Collectorships ? 
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(5) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that these promotions often come 
as a surprise as officers of outstanding merit with uniformly good record 
are often superseded by men of the ordinary run? 

(c) Are character rolls of all senior officers .who get nominated by 
Collectors examined before they are superseded? 


(d) Is it contemplated that in future such promotions will be made 
by the Public Service Commission? 

(e) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of examiniijo 
ihe character rolls of all senior officers with fairly good record befoie 
making these promotions? 


The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) At the time of making 
promotions full consideration is given to the merit, seniority and age 
of eligible members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is proposed that in future promotions will be made by 
Oovernment on the advice of the Public Service Commission. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is it permissible, in case an 
officer of this service, once superseded, to be again promoted to the 
higher service shortly thereafter? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite possible. 
Sir. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon'ble the Home Minister be pleased to state whether in the 
-case of promotions service rolls and other things of the persons pro- 
moted are examined by the Minister himself or by the office? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far, these things have 
not come up before the Ministers in the last 9 months that they have 
been here. So, what is the good of asking such a question? 

Representation on Senate of Calcutta University. 

101. Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state on what basi& 
nominations are made to the Senate of the Calcutta University? 

(6) Is it a fact that so far as is practicable nominations are made 
with a view to secure representation of 'the different communities? 
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(a) Is it a fact that there is no Buddhist representative on the 
Senate of the Calcutta University? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering* the desirability of 
taking steps for securing representation of the Buddhist on the Senate 
of the University? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER (on behalf of the 
ministers in charge of the Education Department): (a) The hon’ble 

member is referred to clauses (1) and (4) of section G and section 10 of 
the Indian Universities Act, 1904. 

(])) Subject to the provisions of the Act, the claims of different 
communities are considered by the Chancellor in making nominations. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 


Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Will ihe Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the meaning of the word “communities” as used in 
answer (h)? Whether they refer to religious, moral, or any other 
thing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: The meaning of 
the word ‘‘communities” used here is as is understood in the English 
language and usuage. 


Grant to non-Government Arts Colleges. 

102. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD A8AF KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a 10 per cent, cut on annual grant-in-aid 
to non-G'overnment Arts Colleges, and on the annual grants for non-. 
Government College hostels, was imposed in 1932 on grounds of £nan- 
cial stringency? 

(h) Is it a fact that a 10 per cent, cut on the salaries of Govern- 
ment servants was also imposed about the same time on the same 
grounds? 

(c) Is it a fact that the cut on the salaries was subsequently fully 
restored ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
the Government are contemplating to restore the annual recurring 
grants to non-Government Arts Colleges, in view of the improvement 
of the financial position of the Government? 

(e) Is it a fact that the annual capital grant to non-Government 
Arts Colleges used to be Rs. 1,29,000 until the year 1933? 
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(/) Is it a fact that the said annual capital grant was reduced to 
Rs. 45,000 in 1934 on account of financial stringency? 

(f/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government are contemplating to restore the said annual capital grant 
to the original figure? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) Yes, but the 

cut in the grants to hostels is much higher and was imposed with a 
view to making them self-supporting. 

(5) and (c) Yes. 

(fl) The matter is under consideration. 

(r) No; no grant Avas paid in 1930-81, 1932-33 and 1933-34, while 
half the amount Avas paid in 1931-32. 

(/) Yes, 

(o) The question is under consideration. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ASAF KHAN: With referen<‘(> to 
answer {d), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state when the 
decision is likely to be arrived at in the near future or in the distant 
future ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: An indication 
will be given in the next year’s budget. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABAF KHAN; With reference to 
answer {g), may I imjuire when the decision Avill be arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The answer is the 
same, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: On a point 
of information, Sir. My question No. 129 in the sixth list of the last 
session has not yet been answered, although a fresh notice has been 
given. Further, five or six questions of this session also are still pend- 
ing for answer, even though more than one month’s notice has been 
given. 

Khan Bahaifur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, the same is the case with 
me also. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: I also have a question which is still 
unanswered. 
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Ilf. LKl-IT CHANDRA DAS: My questions also have not been 

tuiriwered. 

Several other members rose io make the same eomplaiiit . 

Mr, PRESIDENT : Yes, 1 find that there are still a number of 
ijiiestioUvS to be answered. As to-day is likely to be the last day of this 
session I am anxious to put through as many of the (questions as possible. 
It was not possible for my office to have all the answers as well as the 
questions printed, hecause, tlie answers were received from Government 
(le})artment8 very late. I would therefore read out the (iiiestions of the 
various meml>ers, and the Ministers concerned might answer them from 
their manuscripts. Of course, there will be the difficulty of asking 
supplementary questions but this cannot be helped to-day. 


Deputy Collectors and Munsifs. 

103. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state how many Deputy ( ollectors and Munsifs were recommended 
by the Swan Committee to be employed in the Province 

{h) What is the number of Deputy Collectors and Munsifs now 
actually employed? 

(c) If there is any dift'erence between the figures recommended and 
the figures actually employed, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the recommendation was not fully given effect to? 

(d) What will be the savings if the recommendations are given effect 
to? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state wdiy most of the works 
concerned cannot be done by Sub-Deputy Collectors and Assistant 
Munsifs as recommended by the Swum Committee.'^ 

(/) Are not Sub-Deputy Collectors recruited on the result of the 
same competitive test? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the reasons for main- 
taining a costly staff when it can be avoided? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the reasons why Assist- 
ant Munsifs on the same emoluments as Sub-Deputy Collectors are not 
employed for doing routine rent suits and other less responsible works? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Questmns regarding 
the cadre of Munsifs should be addressed to Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department. The following replies relate to the cadre 
of the Bengal Civil Service and the Bengal Junior Civil Service. 
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The Swan Commitfee recommended the reduction of the cadre of thg 
Ceng^al Civil Service to about 200. 

(b) The cadre of the Bengal Civil Service is now 266. 

(c) The recommendation of the Committee was not immedialely 
practicable since arrangements would have had to be made for the 
discharge of the duties till then performed by members of the Beno^al 
Civil Service. The re-organisation of the cadre of the Bengal Civil 

•Service is now under consideration with a view to meeting present day 
requirements. 

(d) The savings would have been Rs. 29,000 per mensem, if no 
increase in the cadre of the Bengal Junior Civil Service had been neoes- 
sary. This -would not have been the ease. As a measure of economy the 
cadre of the Bengal Civil Service is at present about 60 under strength, 
the total annual saving being about Rs. 3,54,000. 

(e) CTOvernment do not consider that members of the Bengal Junior 
Civil Service are generally equal to the discharge of the duties of 
Deputy Collectors. 

(/) Yes, in respect of direct recruitment. 

(,^) Does not arise in the light of the answers to (e) above. 

(h) This question should be addressed to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Judicial Department. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, it is very 
difficult to put supplementary questions under these circumstances. 
Still, I think I should ask one question. The recommendation of flie 
Swan Committee was to reduce the number of Bengal Civil Service men 
from about 265 to 200. Why^ then new appointments are still being 
made at the same rate as they used to be made before? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The then Governmeni did 
not accept the recommendation of the Swan Committee in this resj>ect. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: And why? 
May I know the reason why^ it was not accepted ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are many reasons. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Do the pre- 
sent Government propose to consider the question of reduction in the 
number of Bengal Civil Service officers ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The reorganization of the 
cadre of the Bengal Civil Service is now under consideration with a view 
to meeting present-day requirements. 
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Mr* PRfi®IDEMTS I find that there are difficulties in the way of 
putting supplementary questions in the absence of printed answers. If 
necessary, supplementary questions may be put in the shape of fresh 
questions for the next session. 


Bhatfiara Mutiicipaiity. 

104. Mr. LATAFAT HOSSAIN: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
rliarge of the Public Health and Tiooal Self-rjovernment Department be 
])leased to state whether the late Yice-Chairman llai Saheb Dasarathi 
Bliattacharyya is a member of the Education Committee of the llhat- 
para Municipality? 

[h) Is it a fact that the Pai Saheb has resi|Tned from the Cominis- 
sionership? 

(c) If so, has the vacancy in the committee caused by the resignation 
lieen filled up? 

(d) Is the present Chairman a member of the Education Committee? 

(e) la it a fact that his relatives Pundit Sreejut Monamatha Nath 
Tarkathirtha, a teacher of the Authi>ore Girls’ School and Pundit 
Sreejut Panchanon Tarakathirtha are receiving aid? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(b) Eai Sahib Dasaratbi Bbattacbaryya submitted resignation of his 
office of Yice-Chairman and Commissioner. His resignation of the 
office of Vice-Chairman was accepted by the Commissioners at a meet- 
ing, hut he was asked to reconsider his resignation of his office of 
( ommissioner. 

(c) Does not arise, 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No municipal grant has been drawn in the name of any teacher of 
die Authpore Girls School. Pundit Sreejut Manmatlia Nath Tarka- 
iliirtha and Pundit Sreejut Panchanon Tarkathirtha have been receiving 
nninicipal grants in aid for tols since long before the time of the present 
Chairman. 


Number of Budhist residents in Bengal. 

105. Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state what is the total 
number of Budhist residents in Bengal P 
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(h) Is it a faqt that their number is larger than that the 
Indians, of the Indian Christians, of the Jews apd^of other minority 
communities ? ^ 

(c) Are the elaiins of the Budhists considered — 

(i) at the time of nomination to the different local bodies ; and 

(ii) at the time of appointment to Government services in diff»M‘eiit 
districts ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of rcsiM ving 
certain i>ercentage of services for them ? 


The Hon’ble Khmija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) The numbei oj 
Budhist resident in Bengal at the time of the last census was 3,l(i,0ai 
(h) This number is larger than the number of Anglo-Indians 
Indian Christians or Jews, but less than that of some other minurit] 
communities and backward classes. 

(c) (i) This question concerns the I>ei>artment of Public Health am 
Local Self-Government and the hon’ble member is requested to addres 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of that Dei>artment. 

(c) (ii) and (d) The claims of Budhists for appointment in c(‘iiai 
services of Government are considered along with the other commiinilie 
classed as “Minority (Communities and Backward Classes.’^ 11 is nc 
considered possible to reserve a percentage of appointments fc 
Budhists within the category of “Minority Oommunities and Backwar 
Ulassee.*’ 

Budhists ssrving in the Provincial and Subordinate Senrices. 

106. Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: (a) Will the Hon’bl.% J^nister i 
charge of the Home Hepartment be pleased 1o lay ou (he t^le a stat 
ment showing the number of Jludhists serving in the Proviaicial ai 
Subordinate Services under the various Deiiartments of the Governine 
and their number in tlie Secretariat clerical services and also in tl 
clerical services in the different districts of Bengal ? 

(b) Is it a fact that with the exception of the Bengal Medical Servi 
no Budhist has even been directly appointed to any of the Provinc 
services ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Budhists are absolutely unrepresented in t 
Secretariat clerical services and in the clerical services under the Hea 
of the various departments? 

(d) If the answers to (6) and (c) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’l 
Ifiniatur pleasB State what steps he proposes to take in order to sect 
propwr representation of the Budhists in the services P 
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The Hon’ble IChwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The collection and 
compilation of the mformatibn required would involve an expenditure of 
labour time which Government are nol prejvared to undertake. 

(b) The information may he obtained from the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. 

(c) I have no information. 

(d) The recruitment rules make suiialde provision for the entrance 
of jbidhists into the public services. 


Repatriation of Andaman prisoners. 

107. Mr. SHRIOH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aw^are that on the 25th 
August 1937, Mr. Muddie in the Central Legislative Assembly in reply 
to Mr. M. A. Jin nab, said that the Government of India would have 
no objection if the Government of Bengal wanted to repatriate the 
Andamans prisoners? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is taking stejie to repatriate 
them to Bengal? 

(c) If so, when? 

(d) If the answer to (a) be in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of ascertaining the oiX)nion of the Govern- 
ment of India iij this connection? 

ie") ti the opinion of the Government of India was as mentioned 
in ^ the question in clause (a), will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
when he wiH. take action to repatriate the Andamans prisoners? 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there has 
been any case of death among hunger-strikers in the Andamans ? 

(g) If so, when? 

(h) How many of them died? 

(i) What is the name of those who died ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The attention of the 
iion’ble member is invited to the communique issued by the Government 
of India on the 26th August last on this subject. 

(b) to (e) I have nothing to add to the full statements made by me on 
this subject. 

(/) No. 

(ff) to (i) Do not arise. 
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Proposed Howrah Improvement Trust. 

108. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the sources 
of revenue for the proposed Howrah Improvement Trust were practically 
settled at the Conference held at Writers’ Buildings on the 24th August, 
1936? 

(b) How far has the scheme for a sewerage in the town of Howrah 
proceeded ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Calcutta Improvement Trust authorities 
have already prepared a rough plan showing the sewers, roads, xwirks 
and other improvement works needed together with a rough estimate 
for the same ? 

(d) If so, will ilie Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what the 
estimate amounts to? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of calling 
another conference of representatives of the public bodies affected at a 
very early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI ; (a) No. Certain possible 

sources of revenue were considered at the conference but no final deci- 
sion was reached. 

(b) The temporary staff required for the preparation of the sewerage 
project has been sanctioned and the Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, will take up the work from November next. 

(c) and (d) The hon’ble member is referred to the reply given to 

clauses (a) to (/) of question No. 136 asked by him in the last Session of 
the Council. ^ 

(e) The question of a conference will l>e considered as *soon as 
materials are ready. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that so far as the Public Health Officer is concerned, he has examined the 
sewerage and is quite ready to carry on but only waiting instructions 
from the Local Self-Government Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I think the hon’ble 
member is not correct in his statement of facts. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I had a direct discussion with 
Mr. Griffin in this connection. I do not propose to go further than that. 
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Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Will there be an additional tax 
on Tis if we go to Howrfth after the improvement? 

No answer was given to this. 

Training of Mistresses for Upper Primary Schools in Chittagong 

Division. 

109. Mr. NUR AHAMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minisier in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether according to 
the proposals of the School Managing Committee of the local Doctor 
Khastgir’s High English School and the Assistant Inspectress 
of the Chittagong Division, (iovernment contemplate to open a training 
for training of mistresses for Upper Primary School in the Chitta- 
gong Division? 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister please state the reasons 
therefor ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RANJAN 8ARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Deportment): {a) No. 

(b) The school is very crami>ed and any extension of its work woxild 
need additional buildings and staff. 


Grievances of the Calcutta University Press Workers. 

110. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that he in reply to question No. 87 (c), on 
the nth August 1937 on the floor of tins House stated that the Univer- 
sity authorities have been asked for a report regarding the grievances 
of the Calcutta University Press workers ? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has 
received the said report from the University authorities? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform the House 
when he can expect the report from the authorities of the University ? 

ThoHon’MeMr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department) : (») Yes. 

(ft) and (c) I am informed that the Calcutta University has appointed 
a Committee to examine and report on the conditions of service in the 
University Press as compared with some other presses in Calcutta and to 
coneider their grievances. 
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Secondary Education Bill. 

111. Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahacbir: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether the proposed Secondary Education Bill is going to be 
introduced at an early date ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether a 
number of new appointments have been made in the University Law 
Uollege during the present session ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) be in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the names of the persons appointed, showing how 
they are related? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (cn behalf of the 
Mifiistor in charge of the Education Department): (a) No decision has 
yet been arrived at as to the date. 

(b) I have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Education Cess in Mymensingh. 

112. Maharaja 8ir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp of 
BantOSh: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in the district 
of Mymensingh, zemindars are being served with notices to the effect 
that they will be called upon to pay the Education Cess for the current 
financial year? 

(h) Is it contemplated to send revenue Collectors to visit the different 
subdivisional headquarters of the district for the purpose of assessment? 

(c) Are the Government in view of the deep-seated economic depres- 
sion and in consideration of well-grounded representations for exemption 
from payment of the Education Ctess made by both zemindars and 
tenants of the district considering ihe desirability of issuing orders 
stopping further operations in respect thereto? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) A Special Education Cess Officer was appointed by Government 
to give any help and advice to the staff of the zemindars and tenure- 
holders which they were willing to accept in the matter of assessing the 
cess of their under-tenants. Under the Primary Education Act notices 
stating the amount of cess for which they are liable are issued to the 
holders of estates only. But printed notices have been published broad- 
cast with the intention of enabling both the tenure-holders and ryOts to 
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calculate ^ar themselves the amount of Education Cess which they will 
be liable to pay or to collect as the case may be, on the basis of their 
existing Road and Public Works Cess. 

(c) No. 


Practising School, attached to the Government Moslem Female Training 

School. 

113. Begum HAM I DA MOMIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the number 
of girls attending the Practising School attached to the Government 
Moslem Female Training School? 

(6) Is it a fact that Muslim girls do not come to this school in large 
number for want of a suitable conveyance? 

(c) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of sanctioning a motor bus for this 
school ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN SARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) 22. 

(b) I am not aware of this. 

(c) The question of improving the arrangement for the conveyance 
of these children is under consideration. 


Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: May I bring it to the 
notice of the Hon’ble President that I sent some questions about Hiree 
weeks ago but unfortunately they have not yet been replied. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Secretary will please take a note to 
how many questions are due to be answered, I mean the qiiestions that 
satisfy the fifteen days’ notice. The House will have to protect its 
right of getting answers within fifteen days. If in the next session 
any laches of this rule occurs, I shall take steps to ensure prompt 
compliance with the rules. 

Ral SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: In answering some 
questions both in this session and in the previous session the Hou’ble 
Ministers were pleased to say that statements were laid on the library 
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table. May I ask whether those statements will form part of the pro- 
ceedings and win be included in the official report? 

PRESIDENT: Certainly they will be incorporated in the 
official report unless they are Tery big. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: With regard to the proceedings of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly are we not entitled to get copies of them? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that proceedings of both the 
Houses will be supplied to you. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But I have not got the proceedings of 
the first session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The first session of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly is not yet over. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: The Hon’ble Minister is not correct. 
The first session was over within two days in April. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is any mistake in the supply of copies 
of proceedings, it will be brought to the notice of the department so 
that there may not be any omission in future. 

For the questions which have not been replied to-day but of whicli 
fifteen days’ notices have been received, I shall admit them without 
further notice for the next session. 


Khan Bahadur SAfYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I gave 
notice of some questions at the last session, but they have not been 
replied to, although a reminder was given this session. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think there has been some misapprehension. 
So far as our rules go, after the prorogation of a session all the questions 
lapse and the hon’ble members are required to give fresh notices of 
those questions. But as a special case, with regard to questions of 
this session I shall dispense with the necessity of giving fresh notice, 
because on account of the laches of the administrative departments 
these questions could not be answered in this session. 
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Kluui tfahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: One of my questions was not 
repli«<l to and when I went to the office to enquire what had happened 
to it, I was told that I must send a letter giving notice. I complied 
with that requisition and still there has been no reply, 

Mr« PRESIDENT. The Chair regrets that such things happened. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May we expect that these 
questions will be answered next session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have told you already, I shall suspend the 
rules regarding notice of questions. I expected all the questions to 
be on the agenda paper whether the answers were ready or not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Some of the answers were given io the 
ehect that those questions did not belong to a particular depariment 
and the hon’ble member might refer to some other department. May 
we not in such cases suggest that questions be sent to the relevant 
department for answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: It is generally 
done. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it is very difficult 
sometimes as we have got so many questions to reply. It is very 
difficult to take them out and send them to the proper department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: The difficulty sometimes 
is that we ourselves do not quite realise which question is for which 
department. The difficulty of the members is no doubt greater; but 
still there are certain palpable things which cannot possibly escape the 
eye of any member and it would be better if the questions concerning 
different departments, are split up as sometimes a (lues^ion concerns 
two or three departments and thus tbe difficulty may be avoided. 


Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: May I make a submission, 
Sir? If I remember aright, I heard you say from the Chair that to-day 
will be the last day of the session but according to the circular from 
your department 22nd and 23rd are mentioned as days for official 
business. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Those dates were provisionally fixed for the 
discussion of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1937. So far as 
I understand the Bill has not yet been considered by the other House 
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and I have not yet received any communication from the Home Depart 
ment or from His Excellency. I am not sure whether the Co unci 
is goin^ to be prorogued to-day. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, o 
Santosh: May I make one submission, Sir? I think it is my duty t( 
tell you that on this side of the House we have very much appreciatec 
all what you have said in regard to questions and answers but may | 
point out to you, Sir, that it is not possible for you to suspend any rul< 
or standing order barring those in respect of which you have been speci- 
fically given discretionary power. It is better to tell the members thai 
they will have to give fresh notices for rjiiestions that remain unanswered] 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Are the hon’ble members agreeable to givi 
fresh notices of questions that remain unanswered? 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: On a point of order. Sir. I take it that flu 
House can suspend its own standing order. Therefore, if the Houm 
agrees to your suggestion, the standing order may be suspended io 
the purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. If the House is unanimous, the President cai 
accept their suggestion and suspend any rules because the rules nri 
made for the House and for its advantage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN SARKER: It will be a bar 
precedent if without giving notice any matter is taken up without IIk 
information of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister should realise that justici 
demands that fresh notices should not be insisted in the cases of qiies 
tions, of which notices were given in the last session and again repeal ec 
in this session, but which are still unanswered inspite of repea te( 
warnings from the Chair that members are entitled to have their answer 
on the fifteenth day. If the House is unanimous, I shall suspend IIk 
rules requiring notice. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, o 
Santosh: May I make a submission, Sir? If the standing order b«) 
got to be changed then certain procedure has got to be adopted, 
think a committee shall have to be properly formed duly authorised 1( 
consider any definite proposal that may be made in connection therewith 
I am afraid the standing order cannot be suspended or changed merely 
by taking a vote at this particular moment. 
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Mf. PfiESiDENT: The leader of the Progressive Party well knows 
that in future there will he very little ‘^difference between Rules and 
Standing Orders in this country. The Rules of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment are ‘‘admitted to be a part of the unwritten Law of the Land” ; 
but ours being a statutory body w^e shall have to make our oavii rules. 
If there is any dissentient, I shall not suspend the rule. If the 
Leader of the Progressive Party objects to it, I shall have to ask the 
hon’ble members to give fresh notice; but if there is unanimity then 
I would waive the question of notice because there were no laches on 
the part of the members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, it appears to me 
that this discussion is absolutely of an academic character because if 
the administrative departments agree then tlie question of notice does 
not practically arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister did not 
agree. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER; I am afraid, I 
have been misunderstood. What I said was that it would be a 
dangerous precedent to suspend rules by taking votes of this House 
without proper notice. I have no objection to take up matters without 
notice, and I shall give reply without further notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is unanimity, in that case alone, [ 
want to suspend the rule; otherwise if there is any objection, a single 
dissentient, I do not like to suspend the rule. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I make a submis- 
sion, Sir, which is rather important. Without proper notice no rules 
can be suspended by merely putting the matter before the House. 
There are members who are absent and they may dissent. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: I think the Hon’ble Minister is not right in saying that there 
are members who are absent who might dissent. So long we have a 
quorum we can carry on, but at the same time it must be done by a com- 
mittee authorised to revise the rules. It cannot be done by taking votes 
on the floor of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am merely suspending a rule and not fram- 
ing any for future action. As there is no dissentient and the House 
is of one mind, I direct that no fresh notices will be required. 
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Supplementary Statement of expenditure! 

¥ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the discussion of 
the Supplementary statement of expenditure. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of order, Sir. 
Would it be in order to discuss the supplementary statement of expen- 
diture before we go into the Bills referred to in that statement, namely, 
the Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1937, 
the Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) Bill, 1937, and 
the Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Bill, 1937 P 

Mr. NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: With regard to the objection that 
has been raised, I beg to submit that this statement is merely a formal 
affair. I think the real objection will lie at the time of framing the 
Acts, i.e., the passing the Bills. If the Bills are passed it stands and 
if the Bills, on the basis of which the supplementary budget is framed, 
are not passed this thing automatically goes out. I beg to submit that 
we are not called upon very much to say something on the statement. 
The whole thing depends on whether the Bills are passed or not. This 
is merely consequential on the passing of the Bills. After all this thing 
goes to the Lower House where it will have to be passed and we are 
simply to express an opinion. So I submit the point really does not 
arise. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, this jwint was raised by me yester- 
day and you suggested that I should defer the discussion till to-day 
the point that has been raised by Mr. Dutta from the other side of the 
House. I not only add my voice to this but suggest that if the 
supplementary statement is before us in a way it prejudices our judg- 
ment. Some of the Bills we are considering; there are certain 
disjiositions of money and there may l)e arguments about funds being 
available or otherwise but if a statement is prepared before and if it 
is suggested that the money is available provided the Bills are passed 
only in this way it is an attempt to influence our judgment. We 
already know that as a matter of fact as a result of the discussions on 
one of the Bills yesterday certain alterations have been made. There 
is no 'prima facie ground why other a^lterations will not be made. 
Therefore I submit that this question of supplementary statement may 
be left over till we have discussed all these Bills. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I would like to hear those who supoort the 
point raised by Mr. Datta. 
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Mr» LaLiT CHANDRA DAC; la supportiag Mr. Dutta I would 
2iaw tlio attention of the House to sectibn 81 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, which relates to the supplementary statement of 
expenditure. In that section it is stated ‘‘If in respect of any financial 
vear further expenditure from the revenues of the Province becomes 
necessary over and above the expenditure theretofore authorised for 
tliat year, the Governor shall cause to be laid before the Chamber or 

Chambers a supplementary statement ** Now, Sir, that 

hm tion lays down “becomes necessary over and al)Ove the exi)endi- 
tiire”; there is nothing- in it to be anticipated in the original budget. 
Anticipatory expenditure can be put in but so far as the supplementary 
statements are concerned they ought to l>e definite and clear. Now 
iloag with this section I desire to read the explanatory memorandum 
n the supplementary budget, regarding Famine Relief Fund. “Section 
i oi the Bill provides that an initial conhibution of Rs. 5 lakhs is to 
)e made to the fund.’’ Suppose we pa'^s thivS Bill to-day; it goes 
herefore that we contribute from the revenues of the province a >sum 
)f Rs. 5 lakhs to this fund. Our judgment is anticipated. So if the 
\i]'jdementar 3 " budget is j)asscd immediately this means that we siijvport 
111 initial contribution of Rs, 5 lakhs to be maile to the fund. Now 
VC anticipate our judgment with respect to the Bengal Famine Insurance 
Mind Bill so that so far as this clause is concerned no amendment can be 
(Uisidered by tbe Honse. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

^antoah; As we all know the salary of the President has already been 
n creased to Rs. 2,000. This budget was submitted on the assum 2 >tion 
hat the salary of the President will remain at Rs. 1,500 and having 
egard to the fact that it has been increased so tins budget is already 
lefcctive so far as this is concerned and it has got to l>e amended. 

Mfi PRESIDENT" Order, Order. I am afraid, there is a miscon- 
eption in the minds of the hon’ble members about the jmrimse and 
^ oj>e of budgets. Budgets are framed geiiorully on the ac tuals of jiast 
xp^rience and probabilities of expenditure for the future and the 
leu’ble Finance Minister by tbe Statute and the rules of the House 
uesents an estimate for the discussion of this House. In this House 

have no ri.ght to vote on those giants and the jmrinose of the pre- 
entation of the supplementary grant is simply to invite suggestions 
nd criticism. When the amount voted in the original budget is found 
^adequate as also when need arises for a “New Service” not con- 
emplated in the budget for the year, a supplementary budget is pre- 
•ared. It is not a question of a surplus budget being discussed, but it 
s a supplementary budget. It is advantageous to the House that the 
lon’ble Finance Minister has come beforehand, instead of waiting for 
surplus grant. He puts his case before tbe Houses of Legislature 
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for criticism and sanction. He is in order to present tlie supplementary 
estimates in anticipation of the probabilities of expenditure during the 
remaining part of the budg^et session. 

Now any bon’ble member is at liberty to offer comments on the 
supplementary budget. 

Rai aURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: On a point of 
information from the Hon’ble Finance Minister. I could not find wlmt 
is the income from tbe office of the Official Assignee. On the Expendi- 
ture side I find that the duties of the Official Assignee and the Offit ial 
Receiver are almost identical. The clerks in the former office got 
Rs. 9,300 ; whereas the clerks in the other office get Rs. 38,880. hat 
is the reason for so much difference ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: If Rai Bahadur 
comes to mj office I will give him all the details. The income cannot 
be ascertained because we do not know yet what the income will bo. 
Still we shall have to continue the Official Assignee’s business. Hv 
mistake it was put as ‘^charged” revenue in the original budget but 
subsequently we have been advised that it is not a ‘^charged’’ one 
but it is votable. So it is merely a transformation. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I rise on a point of infor- 
mation, Sir. Will the Hon’ble the Finance Minister be pleased tc 
say as to whether the Official Assignee’s business have hitherto been 
run on a commission basis; and if so, what was the reason for changiuo 
that system to the present salaiy basis? Of course, it is not appaieui 
from the supplementary statement of expenditure and that is re.illy 
why we cannot make any comments on this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The members are entitled to discuss the wbolt 
supplementary budget. 

The Hon’hle Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: In reply t( 
Mr. Datta’s query, I may inform him that the change was ibiougld 
about by an Act of the Legislature passed last year. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, may I en(|mr( 

whether the Supplementary^ Budget has been only considered? 

Mr. PREIDENT: The House is considering it. 

In the case of a* supplementary grant even in the Lower H()us( 
the general principles are not discussed; merely the items of exi>cn 
diture on different heads are considered. 
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The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ emoluments) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to 
jjjove that the Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) 
Bill, 1937, as passed by the Assembly on the 13th August last be 
tiiken into consideration. 

The motion that the bill be taken into consideration, was put and 
a "Teed to. 


Mr. PREBID ENT: The question before the House is that clause 
2 stands part of the bill. 

Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadur: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 2 after the words ‘‘other than the” the words 
“each member of” be inserted. 

I have suggested this amendment in order to make this provision 
clear. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I find that I suffer from the same 
misprint, because in the agenda the word “Government” apix^ars in 
jjlace of the word “Crown”. 

I l)eg to move that in clause 2 for the words beginning with “the 
Governor’s Council of Ministers”, and ending with “if any” the 
following be substituted, namely — 

“the holder of any office of profit under the Crown in India carrying 
i\ fixed salary that is already in existence or may be created hereafter”. 

Sir, in defence of this amendment I only wish to add one or two 
sentences. This is to a certain extent only a simplification of what is 
already stated in the Bill. Various officers are mentioned by name and 
1 want to include all of them under the general term, viz., the holder 
of an 5 ^ office of profit under the Crown in India carrying a fixed salary 
that is already in existence or may be created hereafter. 

I may submit that this is nothing more than a verbal amendment. 

Begum HAM I DA MOMIN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 
alter the words “the President” the words “and the Deputy President” 
be inserted. 

Sir, the intention of this amendment is to correct a mistake that has 
crept into this Bill and escaped the notice of the Assembly. 

The Deputy President and the Deputy Speaker do not come under the 
category of “member” as defined in this clause and for the purpose of 
this Act. The Bill, as it stands, would, therefore, mean that both these 
officers will get the fixed salaries of their respective ^sta as well as 
the emoluments of an ordinary member. This, I believe, is not the 



414 


goveenment bill. 


t^lsT Sepx. 

C' 

intention. The Ministers, the President, the Speaker, the Parliameu. 
tary Secretaries, if any, and all such officers who hold posts witli 
salaries in either of the two Houses, have been clearly excluded tiom 
the category of “member” as for the purpose of this Act, and it is ^ leji 
that the Deputy President anil the I>eputy Speaker also come wirliij 
this classification. Moreover, the salaries of the Ministers and the 
President have been considerably reduced in the present legislalinp, 
than what they were before. If the Deputy President and the Deputy 
Speaker get their fixed salaries in addition to the emoluments ot an 
ordinary member, then their total amount of emolument will be nnifh 
more than that of the Deputy President in the former Council. There 
is no justification for this. The duties of the Deputy Pre.sident and 
the Deputy Speaker are very light. They hardly have any office ..-k, 
and therefore, neither the responsibilities that it entails, and it i> «iy 
seldom that they are called upon the discharge the duties of the IVesi- 
dent or the Speaker. Considering that we have a panel of four ( 'hair- 
men, the necessity of these officers is very little. From the reem.l- o] 
the old Council, we know that the occasions on which the Dep.ity 
President was called upon to preside was very rare indeed, and witli i 
keen and capable President as we have in you and the Speaker in -In 
Assembly, it is expected that such occasions will be rarer still. 

With these words. Sir, I commend my motion to the House. 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAH 8INHA Bahailur: Sir, I beg to inoy, 
that in clause 2 for the words “the said Council” the words “the ■<«( 
Bengal Legislative Ccmncil” be .substituted, in order to make u nnin 

clear, 

Bagum HAM IDA MOM IN: Sir, I beg to move that in clau-' ; 
after the words “the Speaker” the words “and the Deputy Speaki>i 
1»# inserted. 

I have already stated my reasons while .speaking on my i*i''v, m 
motion. 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Baliadur: Sir, I la- t 
.move that in clause 2 for the words “the said Asembly” the w.i.l 
“the said Bengal Legislative Assembly” be substituted. 

Mr, HUMiAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 th 
v/ords “or the holder of any office of the Legislature carrying a fixe 
salary that may be created hereafter” shall be added at the end. 

M». PRESIDENT: The original motion that clause 2 stands 
of the Bill as well as all the amendments are before the Hon.se .m 
any member may now take part in the discussion. 
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Mr. nXzIRUDDIN AHMAD: I would submit that if we make a 
,erb®l alteration by a single jot and the Bill goes back to the other 
House then God alone knows what will hapiien. If the amendments 
are merely verbal ones I' would suggest that they nee<l not be pressed. 
But if there are any substantial amendments then they may be con- 
sideired. 

I oppose all the amendments that have been moved. 

MFi HUMAYUH KABIRs Mr. President, Sir, after what has been 
said by Begum Hamida Momin I woidd, only eommend to the notice of 
the House that there has been reduction in the salary of all officers 
connected with the liegislature. The salary of the Ministers has been 
considerably reduced, the salary of the President has been considerably 
reduced and the salary of the Speaker has been fixed at a figure low er 
than that of the former President of the old I^egislative Ooimcil. But 
I would here remind the House that the salary of the Deputy President 
of the Bengal Jjegislative Council of former days was rupees . 

Several members ; It was five thousand a year. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Even in that case, if we accept the 
amendment which has been moved by Begum Hamida Momin, there 
will be practically no reduction in the salary of the Depiily President 
and the Deputy Si)eaker. What I said yesterday in this connection 
I would like to repeat. Their functions are not very different from 
those of the ordinary members of the House. Besides, the De]mty 
President, or the Deputy Speaker should not he entitled to two 
salaries. That is the principle which the Government have followed 
in the case of Parliamentary Secretaries, Under-Secretaries and Pri- 
A'ate Secretaries. All these have been excluded from the operation of 
this Bill and therefore the Government have in principle accepted that 
a person should not draw double salaries. I think that the same prin- 
ciple should also apply to the Deputy President and the Dej)uty 
Speaker. I find that an hon’ble member has held out a veiled threat 
that if we make the slightest . alteration in this Bill it will go back to 
the lower House. We were not afraid of sending another Bill to the 
lower House yesterday and I do not know why we should be afraid to do 
so to-day. I can assure you and every hon’ble member present in 
the House that this is a Bill on which there will be greater unanimity 
cf opinion among the different members of different sections in the 
House than probably on any other Bill. Therefore, this sort of veiled 
threat seems to be entirely out of place and undeserved. 

Mr. NAZIRUODIN AHMAD: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir, I held no veiled threat whatsoever but I simply tried to explain 
the legal position. 
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Khan Bahadur M. SHAMBUZZOliA: Sir, as regards tlie amend, 
ment moved by Mr. Humayun Kabir, be wants to substitute the follow, 
ing words “or the holder of any office of the Legislature carrying a 
fixed salary that may be created Hereafter.’^ Sir, there are some per. 
sons who hold some offices of profit under the Crown and under the 
statute of 1935, these persons have, by virtue of section 307 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, the right to become members of the 
Legislature and it is provided that they should suffer no disqualification 
owing to their holding that office of profit under the Crown. Now, 
Sir, if this amendment is accepted that will create a contradiction so 
far as section 307 is concerned. I am therefore. Sir, of opinion that 
such an amendment, if carried in the House, will offend against section 
307 and beg to submit that such an amendment will be vltra vires 
to section 307 of the Act. I may refer you to section 307 which runs 
thus : ‘^For the purposes of the first elections of persons to serve as 
members of the Federal Legislature and of Provincial Ivegislatures, no 
person shall be subject to any disqualification by reason only of the 
fact that he holds — 

{a) an office of profit as a non-official member of the Executive 
Council of the Governor-General or a Governor, or as a 
Minister in a Province; 

(h) an office which is not a whole- time office remunerated either 
by salary or by fees.’’ 

So, Sir, if this amendment is sought to be inflicted on us, it will 
offend against section 307 and by that create disqualification which 
has been obviated by section 307. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: The same thing 
applies to State Eailways servants because they draw pay under the 
Crown. They are also members like Mr. Gupta. If this amendment 
is carried so far as the State Eailway servants are concerned, it will 
create further complication because they are allowed to seek elections 
and come here through the Trade Union constituencies like Eastern 
Bengal Eailway constituency. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In connection with the objection raised 
in regard to my amendment, I submit that my amendment is in order 
and you have allowed it. That it is in order, is evident from the very 
fact that the Government introduced a section for the removal of 
such disqualification for this election. 

Mr. PMSSI DENIES You can only explain to remove a misunder- 
standing but you cannot speak twice. 
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Mr.^HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I beg to accord the 
whole-hearted support of this side of the House to the amendineiit 
moved by Mr. Humayun Kabir. In democracy it should always be 
the principle that the persons who ^are in some obligation to Govern- 
ment by service or otherwise should not be allowed to contest election. 
I think, those who are already in the employ of Government should 
not hold further appointment. That is what he wants to prevent here 
|>y this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Mr. Cha kraverti 
should first read the Act. 

Mr, SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I support the Bill but 
I submit that in addition to what we get as members we should not 
1)6 allowed to draw further salaries. So, I think, it is a laudable 
object with which the amendment has been x>ropo8ed. A man who 
is already enjoying a salary under the Government should not be 
allowed in addition to that to enjoy another salary. I think that 
is a sound principle and it will save the Exchequer of Goverinnent 
from further depredations of this nature. The Congi’ess group is 
entirely in uanimity with this amendment. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: T think my 
friend, Mr. Cliakraverti, is evidently sutt’eriiig from a coufusioii of 
ideas. Section dOT, as has been pointetl out by an lion’ble member from 
the opposite side, relers to tlie restriction which should not Ihe imposed 
U])on persons by I'eason of their holding oftiee of profit under the Crown 
and the ])oint raised by Mr. Ilumayun Kabir is evidently this that a 
person who has already been in receipt of some sort of remuneration from 
some other source, shcuild not be drawing ]>ay under tin* slia])e of salary 
as a member of this House. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: I should like to add a few 

words as regards the ]voint raised by my hon’ble fiboid. Section 307 
says that persons who are in receipt of remuneration from the Ciown 
are entitled to be members and another section says that every mcm])er 
of the House shall be given a salary. Therefore, every member who 
is in receipt of some remuneration of a fixed natiire from the Crown 
will be entitled to what is provided by the other section, namely, a 
salar^\ Therefore there is little contradiction by cur own Act luM*ause 
we have got to give them some salary. We may vary the figure but 
we cannot deny it. 

Mr, W, B, C, LAIDLAW: Mr. President, Sir, T should like to point 
out very briefly in connection with the first amendineuA of Begum 
Hamida Momin that the saving to the province by cutting out the 

28 
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salary of the Deputy President. as a member, will be Rs. I,'i500. 
if we waste a clay of the time of the lower House by sending thi.s J5;i| 
back for further consideration, I submit, we will be losing more tl an 
Es. 1,800. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, the point raised, in con- 
nection with section 307, is, I think, absurd for this reason that it 
refers onl}?^ to a particular occasion, namely, the ocjcasion of the first 
election to the first Legislature. The marginal note makes i t vnffi- 
ciently clear that it does not contradict section 307 at all. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; My learned friend knows 
that the disciualification can be removed by the Legislature but wlien 
we are making a provision which will be of a permanent nature, section 
307 should be read along with the ultimate decision of the House to 
remove some of the disqualifications. Therefore the Bill has to be 
taken as a permanent measure so far as the House is concerned and it 
has to l>e infcrpreted under section 307 of the Act read as a whole. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Sir, I should like to add one word to \vhat Mr. Laidlaw has 
said. What I felt during ihe debate is that in regard to motions of 
Begum Hamida Momin aud Eai Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahdiir, the 
House wanted to know' what w'as the salaiy^' of the Deputy President in 
the old Council. And some of the members think that as there* has 
been reduction in the salary of almost everyone it is natural that the 
House should like to reduce the salary of the Deputy President and 
the Deputy Si>eaker. But I might tell the House that the salary 
which used to be paid to the Deputy President of the old House was 
Es. 500 per month, that means Es. 6,000 a year. Now^ if the Deputy 
President is paid Es. 250 as Deputy President and Es. 150 as meniher 
of the House, even the sum total of that would be less than Es. 500. 
I think it would be something like Es. 400. It will be very 
ungracious on the part of this House to grudge that salary to the 
Deputy President and the Deputy Speaker. 1, therefore, appeal to the 
House that no objection may be raised witb regard to it. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Mr. President, Sir, I would desire to make one 
short observation and will detain the House for not more than one 
minute. At the first sight the amendment moved by the hon’hle 
member, Begum Hamida Momin, appears to have the air of great 
reasonableness. It might well seem reasonable at first sight 
that a member who is also the Deputy President should not draw^ a 
double salar^^ But, Sir, the amendment appears on examination to 
have certain furthel^ implications. It may be that all members have 
fully appreciated fhem. At any rate they are such that may h® 
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emphasised. The point is this, Sir, that under clause 4 of the Bill 

there are provisions made for allowances being granted to meiubers 

ilaily allowance, travelling allowance, and road mileage allowance. 

Sir, it is quite clear that if from the category of a ‘'member'’ under 
ihi.s Act there is excluded a person who is a member but who is also 
the Depnty President of this Council, it is quite clear that that will 
have the effect of taking away from the i>erson who is such a Deputy 
President not only what we intend to give him as his salary in another 
chuise but also allowances which he would get under clause 4. And, 
therefore, Sir, you would put a Deputy President who is a permanent 
resident in Calcutta in a very different position to a Deputy President 
who might have to come from a long distance, and that, I think, is not 
the effect which hon’ble members of this House desire to make. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: He may not be a resident of Calcutta. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: If he is not a resident of Calculla, and if ho 
included in the proposed amendment of Ihe hon’ble the lady member, 
who moved this amendment, he is excluded from the definition of a 
•'member’’ under clause 2 for all purposes of the Act. Thel•efor(^ he 
i^ excluded from being a member under clause 4 ; he is exc luded from 
all travelling allowances and all daily allowances. And, therefore, if 
there is a Deputy President of tbis House, who has to come from a 
long distance, if wo pass this amendment, we shall he excluding him 
from his travelling and daily allowances, and we are making it very 
much more difficult for a |>erson who is not a permanent resident of 
fhlcutta to become the Deputy PrOvsident of this Council, hecause in 
such a case he would be excluded from his memhership salaiy, he 
would be excluded from his travelling and daily allowances, and 
he would simply receive the hare salary which we voted for him yester- 
day. So, that is an additional reason fo those advanced hy the hon’hle 
memhers, Mr. Laidlaw and the M-aharaja of Santosh. T would ask 
members to vote against this amendment: although fit first sight it 
certainly looks reasonable. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, we on this side 
of the House desire to lend our whole-hearted support to the amendment 
which has been so very ably moved by Begum Hainida Momin. Now, 
^ir, the reasons which were stated were very iersely put and indeed 
were such as would appeal to all, and in fact it really appears to have 
‘"appealed to Mr. Ormond also. One of the reasons why Mr. Ormond 
thinks that the amendments should not he accepted is, as has been 
‘Stated hy him, that, if carried, the Deputy President would he deprived 
of travelling allowance and other things under clause 4. In any event 
member of this Council residing in this city of Calcutta, will not have 
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the privilege of drawing travelling allowance. On^the contrary, if a 
Deputy President hails from the muffasil, and even if under tli« 
definition the names of “Deputy President” and “Deputy Speaker” be 
added in clause 2, then he will he allowed travelling allowance not 
under clause 4 of this Bill but under the Fundamental Rules of Govern- 
ment, as the allowances ivhich are allowed to the Ministers when they 
move from one place to another, will also apply to the Deputy Presidenl 
and the Deputy Speaker. So, Sir, when the Deputy President and the 
Deputy Speaker happen to hail from the innffasil, they may he allowtul 
travelling allowances under the Fundamental Rules and not under this 
clause. As a matter of fact, in this House w^e are giving an upwaid 
trend to everytliing. An argument wus advanced by tlie Maharaja (A 
Santosh, drawing the attention of the House to the fact, that the salary 
of the Deputy President of the old Bengal Legislative Council Wijs 
Rs. 500 per mensem. 1 submit respecUully that that analogy should 
not be put uj) on a wrong position. Many unnecessary expenditures 
were undertaken by the old (xovernment, and because the old Govern- 
ment Avas in the wrong, we cannot justify our position by that wrong. 
I w'ould submit, Sir, w'e should look to one position, viz., whether the 
Deputy President is being sufficiently remunerated for the service which 
he is expected Jto render to this House. As to his service, we fully 
know tliat he will have less occasions of troubling himself as President. 
Now’, Sir, in considering this position, members have given considera- 
tion to only one point, viz., that the position of the Deputy President 
and the Deimty Speaker should be equalized, and although, Sir, for the 
purpose of equalizing their position, the pay could have been brought 
down from Rs. 8,000 to Rs. 2,000, we the members of this House gavp 
an upward trend to the whole thing, viz., raised it to Rs. 3,000. As 
soon as that has been fixed, it should be considered a sufficient amount. 
And this is much more than the allow’ances which the ordinary member'^ 
of this House will get, and, therefore, this salary should be considereil 
sufficient for the purpose. 

With these few words. Sir, I support the amendment. s of Begum 
Hamida Momin. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: The questioi 
he now put. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND; On a point of information. Sir. May I asl 
you, Sir, or the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance Department 
whether he can assure us that in any event the Deputy President wil 
not draw travelling allowance under the provisions of this Bill and 
a second travelling allowance under the Fundamental Rules of Goa’cih- 
ment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: The Fumla 
mental Rules do not apply at all in this case. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RANJAN BARKERS The Fundamental 
Rules will not apply in this case. But whether a Deputy President will 
draw allowance or not will depend on whether he is a resident of tlie 
invffasil or of Calcutta. 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: One other point of information, Sir, affecting 
this matter. If the Fundamental Rules do not apply, then I take it 
that the arguments of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also do not apply. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Well, Sir, I do not concede the point, 
though. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Will Mr. Ormond 
]dease repeat his point? 


Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I understood that Mr. Lalit Chandra Das said 
that it was immaterial whether the Bill provided for travelling allowanc^e 
for the Deputy President, bec^nise he would get travelling allowance 
outside the Bill under the Fundamental Rules. I would ask him on a 
point of information if this is so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: This is wrong, 
Sir. He will certainly draw travelling-allowance when he goes from 
place to place on the business of the State. That I have provided for 
tn the supplementary budget. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: I again move 
that the question be now put. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Sir, Mr. Laidlaw just now remarked 
that (by passing this amendment probably we wanted to send this Bill 
back to the Assembly, which will mean an additional expenditure of 
about Rs. 3,000 for having this passed finally, and which would be an 
absolute waste of money. That, Sir, is not my idea. The idea is that 
in this Council we have been reducing salaries — at least we have been 
trying to reduce — beginning with the Ministers in a downward direc- 
tion, and, I think, that in that view of the matter the amendment moved 
by me is not at all wrong. 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, it is not really 
an increase in salary, because in the days of the old Bengal Legislative 
Council a member did not get any salary at all. So, if you compare 
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the salary of a member and of the Deputy President, you will find that 
it is not an increase in the salary, because if you do not put the salary 
of the Deputy President at a higher figure, then it will not be worth 
his giving up his right as a member of this House when he becomes the 
Deputy President. 

A Member: But does he give up the right of a member? He does 
not. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: That is why 
Government suggest that he should get a nominal salary and also kis 
rights as every other member of the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Does the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
know that in Assam the pay of the Deputy President has been fixed at 
Re. 1 per month? 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: But this is Bengal 
and not Assam. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: We know; we know! 

The amendment that in clause 2 for the words ‘V>ther than the’’ th*" 
words '^each member of” be substituted — was put and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 2 for the words beginning with ‘‘the 
Governor’s Council of Ministers,” and ending with “if any” the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely; — 

“the holder of any office of profit under the Government in India 
carrying a fixed salary that is already in existence or may be created 
hereafter”, was put and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 2 after the words “the President” tlie 
words “and the Deputy President” be inserted, was put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 18. 


Ahamtd, Mr. Nur. 

BantrjM, Rai Bahadur Kuhah Chandra. 
Bait, Ral Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Obakravarti, Mr. Shrith Chandra. 
Ohaudhury, Mr. Maaniihali. 

Chawdhaff, Mr. Rauacol Haidar. 

Bat, Mr. Laitt Chandra. 

Patta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

Daila, Mr. Naraadra Chandra. 


Qoiwami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 
Maitra, Rai Bahdur Brajindra Mahan. 
Mamin, Bigum Hamida. 

Maakarjat, Mr. Narath Nath. 

Pal Chaadhury, Mr. RanaJIt. 

Sarkar, Mr. Indu Bhutan. 

Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surandra Narayan. 
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NOE^- 28 . 


ihiHttf. Mr. Nazfruddin. 

^hmH, Mr. MMbahHddin. 

Saksh, Mr. Kadtr. 

Sarua, Dr. Arabinda. 

Showdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 
Showdhury, Mr. Khorihad Alam. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

Bhowdhuryp Mr. Humayun Reia. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Haidar, Nawabxada Kamruddin. 

Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

Hoq, Mr. Syad Muhammad Qhaiiul. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulwi Mohammad. 
Ian, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 
Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ataf. 


Laldlaw. Mr. W. B. Q. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

McKarrow, Mr. J. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Rahman, Mr. Mukhitsur. 

Rathid, Khan Bahadur Kaii Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. NaKondra Narayan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
of Santoth. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Kriihna Chandra. 
Shamtuizoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Sailotwar. 

Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 


Ayes heiiijT 18 and Noes 28, tlie nioiion was lost. 

Tlie aniendinent iliat in clause 2 for the words ‘4he said Councir' 
the words “tlie said Tlen^al Legislative Coiincir' he substituted, was 
put and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 2 after the words “tlie Speaker^ the 
words “and the Deputy Speaker^ be inserted was put and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 2 for the words “the said Assembly” 
the words “the said Bengal Tjegislative Assembly” be substituted, was 
put and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 2 the words “or the holder of any 
office of the Legislature carrying a fixed salary that may be created 
hereafter” shall be added at the end, was put and lost. 

The motion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHAMED; I beg to move that clause 3 of the Bill be 
omitted. 

I will just say a few’^ words. W^e have heard apiieals afier appeals 
addressed to the Hon’ble Ministers for giving the poor people some 
relief. It appears that for the first time the members of this House 
and of the Lower Chamiber are going to get salaries and, Tam aL^aid, the 
acceptance of salary by the members will have the effect of making 
them very unpopular to the electorate. The Ministers were already 
drawing pay and under the new constitution their pay has been reduced 
to half. The Ministers in spite of their heavy responsibility have had 
to make some sacrifice in regard to their salary. We cannot ask them 
to make further sacrifice. It is an admitted fact that their predecessor 
in office used to draw much higher salary, but this is the first time in the 
history of India that we are going to introduce the system of paying 
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salary to the members. Although the members of Parliament ia 
England get salary, we in India are granting it for the.first time. Tlds 
is an innovation. I appeal to you to consider what effect this would 
have on the cultivators. We are setting a very bad example to our 
poor countrymen. There is already a hue and cry in the country 
against the grant of salary to the members. The people thought that 
their representatives in the Council would bring about the millennium 
for the masses, but what are they doing now? They are providing 
salaries for themselves. The people are simply staggered at the idea 
that their representatives are going to get salaries. Although there is 
a provision in the Goveiuiment of India Act, 19d5, that the members 
shall Ibe paid salaries and -allowances, the House can if it so desires 
throw out the demand for salaries. In the case of othei* provinces llie 
Congress Ministers are accepting a salary of Rs. 500, thus setting an 
example for the Ministers in the non-congress provinces to follow but tlie 
Congress members have accepted salaries. In this case we find an 
example from a non-congress province, viz., the Punjab. The inembcis 
of the Punjab Legislature have accepted no salary. 

Let us set an example to congress provim^e by iH'i accejding tlic 
salaries. 1 appeal to the member to accept my motion. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. This motion, in my humble opinion, is out of order because 
it negatives the provisions of the Statute. The Statute provides that 
the members shall be paid salary and allowances. 

Mr. NUR AHAMED: I would only cite the example of the Punjab 
Assembly. So I only appeal to the House to follow that example by 
accepting my amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 the 
words “and fifty’’ shall be omitted. 

Sir, I do not want to say many words in support of this amendment. 
The hon’ble member from Chittagong has pleaded very^ eloquently for 
the abolition of all salaries to, members of this House but I believe that, 
on principle, a certain amount of salary should be paid to the members 
so that it may be possible for poor people to become representatives 
in the Jjegislature and work for the welfare of the country. At the same 
time I think that the salary should be such as is only adequate to keep 
them in the minimum standard of life in conformity with the general 
economic position of the country to-day. I submit, Sir, that Rs. 1^0 
is just enough. It is a bare economic minimum by which a pei'^cn 
can live and maintain himself in our country and the salary should 
only be a bare recompense and no more than that to enable a member 
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to mfliiitain liiiiiself and work in the Ijeprislature for the ^ood of the 
country. I therefore submit that we fix the salary of the members 
of the legislatures at Rs. 100 per month. 

BogUIII HAM I DA MOMINs Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 for 
the w'ord ‘*fifty’\ the words ^‘twenty-five^' be substituted, and I would 
just like to add a few words in moving my amendment. 

Fixed salaries for members of public bodies is a new thing and 
unknown in India. The public in general look askance at this. This 
is an innovation taken from the invstitutions of the West. But, Sir, 
my criticisms are based chiefly on economic grounds. 

The implication of the Bill, as it stands, will be a charge on the 
public revenues of about 10 lakhs (I s])eak subjei*! to coir(‘ction). 
When there are so many urgent crying needs on the finances of the 
country, e.g., education, medical and public health, rural uplift, etc., 
it shall be considered whether this is not an extravagant expenditure 
of public money. 

On the other hand, members of the liCgislature should he care-free 
to devote their time to i)ublic cause. They should, therefore, be 
compensated for the loss of time, for the loss in tlieir profi‘ssions, 
out-of-pocket expenses and so forth. The real question is how much 
this should be? In fixing this, wc iinist take the ])i(*ture as a whole. 
In the Legislature, there are peoi)le of various vocations. Tluue are 
some lawyers, doctors and other professional jneii who can uever be 
adequately compensated even if this allowance is doubled or trebled, 
hut there is a large projiortion of the members about whom we cannot 
‘^ay the same thing. Menibershi]) of the Council should not he made 
a profession and a means of earning one’s livelihood. It is said in 
some quarters that unless we pay them sufficiently well, it will be 
difficult for really poor but efficient men to come to the Legislature. 
In the old Council, although there was no salary or these higlj allow- 
ances, there never was any dearth of good men and in the elections 
to the present Council also, although there was no i^rospect of such 
high emoluments in view, there was no dearth of competition for the 
election, and if we pass this Bill as it stands, we shall stand condemned 
for self-interest as we shall be ymtting a burden on Bengal, of un- 
necessary expenditure on account of the Legislatuie, which she can 
ill afford. 

Then there are two classes of people who come to the Jiegi.>latuTc : 
Firstly,( those who come to serve their country, and secondly, those who 
come for personal aggrandisement or power. To the former class, inade- 
quacy of allowance or a little self-sacrifice will not be deterrent, and to 
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the latter, it will be wrong to increase their temptation by the prosper t 
of material gain. As a matter of fact, I apprehend that if you make 
the membership of the Council a lucrative business, the competition 
by the latter against the former class will be more severe. 

It is, therefore, necessary taking all points of view in consideration 
to fix the rate of emoluments which should be adequate without beino* 
extravagant. In my opinion, the original Bill as proposed l)y 
Oovernment was fair and if it at all erred, it erred on the side of 
generosiiy and this is the proposal which I am now making. 

The question that clause 3 be omitted was then put and a division 
taken with following result: — 


Aliam«d, Mr. Nur. 
Ahakravtrti, Mr. thrith Ohand 
Oat, Mr. Lain Chandra. 

Oatta. Mr. Bankini Chandra. 
Malta, Mr. Narandra Chandra. 


AYES— 9. 

aoiwami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brajandra M( 
Mookarjaa, Mr. Naraah Nath. 

Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit. 


NOES— 40. 


Ahmad, Mr. Nailruddin. 

Ahmad, Mr. Maabahuddin. 

Makth, Mr. Kadar. 

•anarjaa, Rai Bahadur Kaihab Chandra. 
Sarna, Dr. Arahinda. 

SMa, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 
Chuwdbury, Mr. Kharihad Alam. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Raia. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. d. 

M'Roiarfo, Mrs. K. 

Haidar, Nawabiada Kamruddin. 

Hoaaain, Mr. Latafat. 

Hoc, Mr. Syad Muhammad Ohaaiul. 
dan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 
Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 


Khan, Khan Bahdaur Muhammad Aiaff. 

Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. Q. 

McKarrow, Mr. d. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

Ormond, Mr. C. C. 

Rahman, Mr. Mukhlaiur. 

Rashid, Khan Bahdur Kail Ahdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
off Santosh. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

Sarkar, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

Shamsuiioha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Sailaswar. 

Wilmar, Mr. D. H. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 40, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday the 22nd 
September 1937. 
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Members present: 

The following members were present at the meeting held on the 
2l8t September, 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nur. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziruddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

(4) Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

(5) Banerjee, Eai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

(6) Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

(7) Bose, Eai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(8) Chakraverti, Mr. Shirish Chandra. 

(9) Chaudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

(10) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(11) Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 

(12) Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Hdq. 

(13) Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Eeza. 

(14) Chowdhury, Mr. Eeazzaqul Haider. 

(15) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

(16) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

(17) Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

(18) Datta, Mr. Narendra Chandra. 

(19) D’Eozario, Mrs. K. 

(20) Goswami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(21) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(22) Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin. 

(23) Hossain, Mr. Latafat. 

(24) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(25) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(26) Jan, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad. 

(27) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(28) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(29) Khan, Khan ^Bahadur Muhammad Asaf. 

(30) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

(31) Lamb, Mr.. T. 

(32) Maitra, Eai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

(33) McKerrow, Mr. J. A. 
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(34) Molla, Klian SaMb Subidali. 

(35) Momin, Begum Hamid a. 

(36) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath. 

(37) Nicholl, Mr. C. K. 

(38) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(39) Pal Chondhnry, Mr. Ranajit. 

(40) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

(41) Rahman, Khan Bahadur Atanr. 

(42) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesnr. 

(43) Rashid, Khaii Bahadur Kazi Ahdur. 

(44) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

(45) Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, of Santosh 

(46) Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhika Bhusan. 

(47) Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

(48) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(49) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(50) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(51) Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(52) Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(53) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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Members absent: 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
st September, 1937 : — 

(1) Dutta, Mr. Xamini Kumar. 

(2) Ellahi, Mr. S. Eazal. 

(3) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(4) Hossain, Mr. Mohamed. 

(5) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

^0) Mookerji, Dr. Radha Kumud. 

(7) Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(8) Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(9) Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nasliipur. 
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Ministers present: 

Tlie following Hon’ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
21st September, 1937 : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, M.L.A. 

(2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, K.C.I.E., M.L.A. 

(3) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy, M.L.A. 

(4) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibnllah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(5) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, M.L.A. 

(7) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

M.L.A. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, M.L.A. 

(9) The Hon’ible Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, M.L.A. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Miillick, M.L.A. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 22nd September, 1937, at 
M5 p.m., being the tenth day of the Third Session, pursuant to 
section 62(2) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
n the Chair. 

Fifty-one membeis and ten Ministers were present. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Condition of the river Titash. 

114. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister 
li charge of the Coniiuunicatioiis and Works Department bo pleased to 
fate whether the river Titash at Akhaura (Assam-Bengal Railway) in 
he district of Tippera dries up to such an extent in dry season every 
rear that people can easily cross it on foot? 

(6)Is it a fact that this river irrigates a considerable tract of land at 
Vkhaura side from Akhaura to Ruti? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether owing t<» 
ilting up of its bed at Akhaura side, there is — 

(i) considerable decrease in the quantity of crops there which used 

to grow before; and 

(ii) considerable decrease of trade by boat? 

(d) Is it the intention of the Government to dredge this portion of 
he river and restore it to its original condition? 

(e) If so, when will the work be taken up? 

(f) If the answer to (d) be in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
dease state the reasons why it should not be dredged? 

iff) Is it a fact that Akhaura is a railway junction of the Assam- 
Bengal Railway and a great centre for jute trade? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS aiid WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon>Me Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasim, 
bazar): (a) to (c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) The subject of the silting in the Titash river in the Brahmim- 
baria subdivision has been under observation and investigation for some 
time ])ast. The main difficulty is that the flow in the Titash river is hold 
up by the high water level in the Meghna river. Dredging in iln- 
Titasli river south of Akhaura will not only be very costly, but its eflcct 
will not last long as the river will le-silt. 

(a) Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In view of the answer which La^ 
been given io question (c) where it is stated that there has been coii>i- 
derable decrease in quantity of crops which used to grow before am] 
considerable decrease of the trade by boat owing to the silting up ot 
the river, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of liv- 
ing at least the dredging of that portion of the river at Akhaura? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISGHAHDRA NANDY, of Kasimhazar: 

Sir, there might be many things desirable but might not be feasible. 
Under the circumstances and in view of what I have stated in niy 
reply, I do not think that the effect of dredging will be of any 
help for the purpose which the hon^ble member intends. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I enquire from the Hon'l)]^' 
Minister liow many dredgers there are in the possession of tli<‘ 
Government ? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimhazar: 

I think about five. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I enquire from the Hon^jl 
Minister what has been the cost of the purchase of these dredgers? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I cannot say off-hand. I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I enquire of the Honbie 
Minister what is the yearly cost of the maintenance of these dredger^!" 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I cannot say off-hand the exact figure but I agree that it is quite a 
heavy amoqnt. 
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JIfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8s May I enquire of the Hbn’ble 
Minister whether the dredgers are lying idle? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Some of them are being utilised according to requirement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I enquire of the Hon’ble 
Minister how. many of the dredgers are lying idle? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Kasimbazar: 

[ want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I enquire whether it was the 
Dtention of the Government to sell away some of these dredgers as 
hey are absolutely useless and whether that was the promise given 
)y the old Government? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. This is not a supplementary 
]uestiun arising out of this answer. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May I enquire of the 
[lon’hle Minister what is the cause of silting up? Is it due to 
ailway construction in llie locality? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

\ am afraid I cannot, without consulting expert opinion, say what is 
he cause for the silting up. There might be at times factors which 
ue bej^ond liuman control. 

Municipality for Feni Town. 

115. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to stale what is the population of the town of 
Feni in the district of Noakhali? 

(b) Of the population — 

{i) how many are Hindus; and 
(n) how many are Muhammadans? 

(c) Is it a fact that — 

(i) it is a subdi visional town; 

(ii) it contains a first grade college; 

(Hi) it is a great trade centre; and 
(iv) it is a railway junction? 


29 
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{d) Is it a fact that a large part of the population of Feni Town 
petitioned the authorities to make it a municipal town bringing it 
under the operation of the Bengal Municipal Act? 


(e) If the answer to {d) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state for how many times they di(| so apply? 

(/) Is it in contemplation of the Government to make Feni a muni- 
cipal town and bring it under the operation of the Bengal Municipal 
Act? 


(g) If not, what are the grounds for refusing a municipality to 
Feni? 


Qi) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether there is any 
other subdivisional towm in the whole of Bengal which has not its own 
municipality? 

ii) If so, wdiai are the names of those subdivisions? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed 
Nausher All) : (a) 10,875 according to the Census Table, 1931. 

{h) (i) 3,132. 

(ii) 7,721. 

(c) (^), (ii) and (iv) Yes. 

(m) No. 

(d) and (e) The District Magistrate reports that some persons filed 
a petition in August, 1928, for the establishment of a municipality at 
Feni, but after inquiry into the matter, it w^as not considered necessarv 
to take any action. 

(/) No, 

(g) The question does not arise ; as no proposal for constitution of 
a municipality lias been received by Government. 

(li) and (/) A statement giving the names of the subdivisional towns 
in Bengal where there are no municipalities is laid on the Library 
table. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s May I enquire of the Hon’ble 
Minister if there is a proposal for the establishment of a municipality 
by the people of Feni town and will it be favourably considered by the 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: AU that I can say is 

that it will be duly considered. 
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Beggar problem in CalcufU. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur (on behalf of Raja 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur): (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-Government Department been drawn to the beggar problem in 
Calcutta? 

(6) Has the census of beggars within the area of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration been taken? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state — 

(i) the total number of beggars in Calcutta; 

(ii) how many of them are boys and bow many girls; Low many 

are suffering from leprosy; how many are blind, crippled; 
idiots and insane persons who are unable to take care of 
themselves; and 

(Hi) how many are professional beggars possessing good physique? 

(d) If no census has been taken, is the Hon’ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of taking it in the near future? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a Committee to go through the question in all its aspects? 

(/) If so, when will the personnels of the Committee be announced? 

((/) If the Hon’ble Minister has no intention of forming such a 
Committee, will lie please state what 8tej)s have been taken for the 
protection of destitute girls, cliildren and persons suffering from incur- 
able diseases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUBHER ALI: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, in course of the general census operations in 1931. 

(c) (i) 3,064. 

(ii) and {Hi) These details are not available from the Census 
Keport. 

(d) A census will be taken in the usual course. 

(e) to {(j) The last Government were contemplating the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to enquire into the question but, in the mean- 
time, the Rotary Club of Calcutta came forward with certain proposals 
tor dealing with the problem, including the establishment of a 
C’hildren’s Home and a hospital or infirmaiy for diseased and inlirm 
beggars. These proposals were forwarded to the Calcutta Corporation 
for their opinion. The Corporation have appointed a special Com- 
mittee to go into this question and the report of the Corporation ia 
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being awaited by the Government. In view of this, I do not think that 
any useful purpose will be served by the appointment of a Committee 
by the Government at this stage. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: In view of 
the delay on the part of the Committee to submit their report, will the 
Hon’ble Minister please ask the Corporation of Calcutta to expedite 
matters ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: About eight reminders 
have already bt'on sent. 


Taxes of Damodar and Eden Canals. 

117. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAH AM AN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depai-tiuent be 
pleased to state from what year the staff for assessment and realisation 
of taxes of Damodor and Eden canals has been engaged? 

(h) Wliat is the annual expenditure for the staff? 

(c) What is its overhead charge? 

(d) What was the number of men excluding menials employed in 
the first year? 

. (e) How many of them were Moslems? 

(/) How many of them were non-Moslems? 

(g) What is the present strength of the staff excluding menials? 

(/?) How many of them are Moslems? 

(i) How many are non-Moslems? 

(;) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the basis of 
assessment of the rates of Damodar and Eden canals. 

(k) What is the number of objections against the assessment received 
up to date? 

{!) What is the nature of objections? 

(m) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the manner in 
which objections have been disposed of? 

(n) Is it contemplated to reduce the rates by a set-off with the 
excess recovery of the Settlement Cost in the district of Burdwan? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimliaxar: 

{a) From the year 1933-34. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 
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(c) The overhead charges consist of the cost of — 

(i) supervision by the Chief Engineer, Irrigation, and by the Col- 
lector under the Bengal Development Act; 

(n) audit; and 

(in) work done by the Engineering Officers in preparing test notes. 
The amount cannot be readily calculated. 

(d) 25. 

(e) 11. 

(/) 14 . 

(g) Permanent 54 and temporary 13. 

(h) Permanent 28 and temporary 6. 

(i) Permanent 26 and temporary 7. 

(j) The hon’ble member is referred to the Bengal Development Act 
ind the rules framed thereunder and to the rules under the Bengal 
[rrigation Act published in Notification No. 6 I., dated the 24th 
March, 1933. 

(k) 


1933-34 

2 


1934-35 

... 2,052 


1935-36 

00 

I— 

including objections against 
assessments for 1934-35 and 
1935-36 which were pre- 
ferred this year). 

1936-37 

... 2,365 



(l) Water-logging, inadequate supply or non-supply of canal water, 
possession and area of plots, etc. 

(m) The hon’ble menolber is referred to the provisions of the Bengal 
Irrigation Act, 1876. Bengal Development Act and the rules framed 
under these Acts. 

(n) No. 


Statement referred to in the answer to (h) of question No. 117. 

Damodar and Eden 
canals. 

Us. 

18,680 
33,586 
55,817 


1933- 34 

1934- 35 

1935- 36 



498 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[22nd Sept., 


The Revenue Accoimts of the Damodar Canal Project were opened 
in 1933-34 and the accounts of the Eden Canal were merged in those 
of the Damodar Canal in that year. Separate accounts of the two 
canals are being maintained from 1936-37. 


1936-37 


Damodar canal. 
Rs. 

59,629 


Eden canal. 
Rs. 
11,038 


(Excluding a non-recurring expenditure of Rs. 20,672 incurred on 
account of special staff employed under the Chief Estimating Officer 
in connection with the enforcement of the Bengal Development Act.) 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be 
pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Chief Minister made a promise else- 
where that he would go to Burdwan and make an enquiry and see if 
the rates can be reduced? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

No, Sir. What I have stated, if I be permitted to say, in the Assembly 
when discussing the demand for grants was that the Oovernmenl 
have decided to appoint a committee with the Chief Minister as 
president to enquire into the matter. 


Flood water in Ballygunge and Dhakuria. 

118. Rai MANMATHA NATH B08E Bahadur (on behalf of Raja 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur of Nashipur): (o) Tr the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware that lately a large tract of land in Ballygunge and 
Dhakuria has been lying under water after heavy showers? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister- aware that the area so submerged is 
under the jurisdiction of the Tollygunge Municipality and that of the 
District Board of 24-ParganaB? 

(c) What steps did the Municipality and the District Board con- 
cerned take in the matter? 

(d) What steps did the Hon’ble Minister take in the matter? 

(e) What are the steps the Hon’ble Minister proposes to take in this 
connection ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table, a copy 
of the report of the Director of Public Health and that of the Chief 
Engineer on this subject? 
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iff) Is S' fact that there have been several cases of typhoid, cholera 
aud dysentery in that area? 

(h) How many cases have been reported to have become fatal? 

(i) Is it a fact that the outlet of the waier has been choked owing to 
Ilje silting of the river Bidyadhari? 

(j) If so, what action flie Hon’ble Minister proposes to take in the 
matter? 


The Hon^ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) A copy of the Press Note which was published in the papers on 
the 28th August, last and a copy of the letter, dated the 6th Sepleinher, 
1937, from the Chairman, Tollygunge Municipality, reporting action 
taken by the local authorities and the Munici])ality are laid on the 
library table. No report has been received from the District Board of 
the 24-Parganas, but the Director of Public Health has deputed two 
temporary Sanitary Inspectors to work under the District Health Officer 
in the flooded area within the jurisdiction of the District Board. 

(fl)y (e) and (j) A statement is laid on the library iaide. 

if) A copy of the report of the Director of Public Health is laid on 
the Tjibrary table. No report has been received on this subject from 
ihe Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, or the Chief Engineer, 
Ihiblic Health Department. 

i fj) Yes, only a few cases. 

(//) Two deaths from typhoid and one from cholera were reported 
up to the I9th instant. 

(i) Yes. 


Fatal Accidents by Electricity, 

119. Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur (on behalf of Raja 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur): (a) Will the 
Honhle Minister in charge of the Commerce and La])our Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the number of fatal 
accidents in connection with generation, transmiRsion and the use of 
electric energy for the years 1934, 1935 and 1936, respectively? 

(h) Is it a fact that the number of fatal cases has increased by 50 
per cent, in two years’ time? 

(c) If so, w^hat steps have been taken to prevent such accidents? 

(d) Is it a fact that there had been 12 fatal accidents from electri- 
city which occurred to human beings in 1936? 

(e) If so, what was the pressure of supply of the energy concerned 
in each case? 
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(/) Is it a fact that in all these cases the pressure of supply was 
220 volts or above and the current which was in use was A. C. ? 

(g) Was there any case in which the current used had been D.C. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in other countries where A.C. current is used, 
the voltage is only 110 and not 220 as is used in Calcutta? 

(i) In the answer to my last question on this subject, the Hon’ble 
Minister informed the House that the voltages can be reduced to 110 
by the use of an instrument which is available in the market for sale 
at Rs. 60. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if the voltage 
can be reduced at the main line as well by the use of an instrument? 

(;) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state why this instrument 
has not been adopted by the company in face of the accidents? 

(k) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of instruct- 
ing the company concerned to reduce the voltage to 110 in the Bally- 
gunge area in the near future? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. Suhrawardy): (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The hon’ble member is referred to the reply given to his question 
No. 91 (c) at the last session of the Bengal Legislative Council. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) The pressures of supply of the 12 cases were : — 

One — 6,000/400 volts. 

One — 3,300 volts. 

One — 400/230 volts. 

One — 400 volts. 

Eight — 230 volts, 225 volts or 220 volts. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) No. 

(h) I have no definite knowledge. In some countries 220/230 volts 
A. C. is the standard pressure, but there are others where 110 volts 
A, C. is used. 

(i) The cost of the instrument is, I believe, in the region of Rs. 100. 
It is possible to reduce the voltage at the main line, but it is not 
feasible. 

(j) It is not possible for the Company to use the instrument, as it 
is a small transformer suitable for a residential house. To change the 
pressure of the whole system in Calcutta to 110 volts is impracticable 
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and would Intail not only scrapping all the existing distribution system 
but also consumers* fans, motors, radio sets and other consuming 
devices. Gbvernment have not funds available for this purpose. 

(h) No; not as present advised. 


Statement^ referred to in the answer to question No, 119y of accidents 
in Bengal in connection with the generation, transmission and use 
of electrical energy reported to the office of the Chief Electric 
IjispectOr^ Bengal. 


Years as at 

Electrical. 

31st December. 

Fatal. 

1934 

8 

1935 

9 

1936 

12 


Number of Civil Suits in certain District Courts. 

120. Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur (on behalf of Rai 
Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen): Will the Hon’blc Minister in charge of 
the Judicial and Legislative Departments be pleased to state — 

(а) the number of original civil suits and cases instituted; 

(б) the number of civil and miscellaneous appeals filed; 

(c) the number of sessions cases committed; and 

{d) the number of criminal appeals and motions filed, in the 
courts of the District Judge at Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Dar- 
jeeling, Bankura and Birbhum, respectively, during the 
j’ears 1930 to 1936? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): A statement is laid on Die Inbiary table. 


Debhata Munioipality. 

121. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether the Government contribution 
of Rs. 2,470 will be provided for at the earliest opportunity as its 
contribution for tube-wells in the Debhata Municipality as approved 
by the Qovemment of Bengal in their letter No. 1686P.H., dated the 
22nd July, 1931? 
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The Hon’bla Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Only administrative 
approval was given to tlie municipal scheme for the improvement of 
water-supply in July, 1931. The municipality was then clearly 
informed that the payment of the grant was conditional on budget 
provision, and that there was no certainty as to when budget provision 
could be made. Administrative approval to a scheme cannot be con- 
strued as a promise by Gkjvernment of a grant towards the scheme. In 
July, 1932, the municipality asked for a contribution of Rs. 2,470 
from the Government and they were informed that they should not 
have created liabilities in anticipation of the Government grant, and 
that there was no probability of the grant being paid in the near 
future. They were, therefore, asked to arrange to meet the cost of 
the scheme from their own funds. 

I may explain that on account of financial stringency Governmenf 
could not make any grant towards municipal sanitary schemes for a 
number of years, and that although they have, on principle, noT^ 
decided to revert to the policy of making grants-in-aid towards muni 
cipal water-supply, sewerage and drainage schemes, this decision can 
not have a retrospective eft'ect. 

Mr, RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Does the Hon’ble Ministe 
propose to consider this case when framing the next budget? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The reply will b< 
found in the explanation in the second para, 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
be pleased to state as to what he means by the words “administrativi 
approval” ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That has already beei 
explained in the first para. 


Causes of Beri-Beri. 

122. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: {a) Has the attention of th 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Go^ 
ernment Department been drawn to the report of the All-India Insti 
tute of Hygiene and Public Health where it is said that Beri-Beri o 
epidemic dropsy is caused by a certain kind of mustard oil? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state which kind of mustaD 
oil is responsible for the disease? 

(c) What action has beeh taken by the Government He stop the prc 
duction and sale of that kind of mustard oil, if identified? 
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{d) Is if a fact tlie mill oil is injurious to health and is the cause 
of Beri-BeriP 

{e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the oil mill industry is 
causing the destruction of a very useful home industry, the means for 
livelihood of a large section of the population? 

(/) Is the Hon'ble Minister contemplating to take any steps to 
p]ot(‘et this home industry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: {a) and {h) I am aware 

that in the report of the investigations into the epidemiology of 
e}>idemic dropsy conducted by the authorities of the All-Iiulia Insti- 
tute of Hygiene and Public! Health, Calcutta, it has been stated that 
tliere is strong evidence to support the conclusion that epidemic dropsy 
as commonly met with in epidemic form in Bengal, Bihar and Assam 
is caused by the ingestion of a poisonous substance conveyed through 
the agenc* 7 ^’ of mustard oil, the nature and origin of which is at present 
unknown. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Not necessarily so. 

(r) and (/) T am afraid the su])ject-nuitter of these two questions 
has nothing to do with the epidemiology of o])idemic dropsy ami I 
must refer the hon’ble member to my colleague, the Hon’ble Minister 
for Agriculture and Industries for an answer to these (piestions. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has been 
taken to stop the production and sale of this kind of mustard oil? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It is not the oil, but 
there is some substance in the oil which is poisonous, and it has not 
yet been possible to ascertain the real state of things: that is where 
the difficulty lies. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be phased to 
state if any steps have been taken to identify this poisonous substance. 


The Hon'ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The origin and nature 
of this substance is at present unknowm. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are Government taking any steps in 
the matter? 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Certainly, 
doubt being taken. 


Steps are no 
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Population of Rajbari, Pangsa and other thanas. 

123. Mr. MOZZEMALI CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Loetj! Self-Government 
Department .be pleased to state — 

{a) whether the population of the — 

(i) Rajbari, 

{ii) Pangsa, 

(Hi) Baliakandi, and 
(iv) Bhushna thanas, 

in the district of Faridpur has been gradually decreasing; 

(b) if so, what are the causes thereof ; and 

(o) what steps, if any, the Government intend to take to prevent 
such decrease? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(in) and (iv) No. 

(h) The decrease appears to be chiefly due to the silting uj) of rivers, 
associated with a wide prevalence of malaria. 

(c) Efforts are being made to improve drainage by means of local 
schemes wherever possible. Two schemes have been comi)leted in 
Faridpur wdthin the last year by the District Board with Government 
aid and others are under investigation. Efforts are also being made 
to improve health by improving dispensaries and other forms of 
medical aid and by encouraging local effort in regard to all forms of 
village improvement especially as regards drinking water supply and 
anti-malarial work. 

Besides making the usual contribution towards the maintenaiue of 
rural health units and for controlling epidemic outbreaks, Government 
have, during the last four years, undertaken free distribution of 
quinine specially in the Rajbari Thana of the district. 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHAUDHURY (in Bengali): With reference 
to answer (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place before the 
House the schemes which are under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIH AHMAD; On a point of order, Sir. The Act 
and the Rules provide for speaking in English and thpy also provide for 
speaking in Bengali, but there is no provision for speaking in English 
and Bengali combined. 
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The Hon’Me Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am afraid, I cannot 
answer the question without notice. 

Mr. INDU BHU8AN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the percentage of decrease with regard to (i) 
and (71)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am afraid, I require 
notice. 

Mr. INDU BHU8AN 8ARKER: With referenc e to answer (b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tf) state what is the cause of the silting 
up of the river P 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is more than what 
a Minister of Public Health can say. 

Mr. INDU BHUSAN SARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether as a result of the distribution of quinine in the 
Eajbari thana for the last four years, there has been any decrease 
in malaria cases? 

The Hon’blo Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: I am afraid, I cannot 
answer without notice. 

Mr. INDU BHUSAN SARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wli ether Government contemplate to take up a scheme 
of drinking waier“Suj)ply in those de-populated areas very soon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: Government have got 
their own jiolicy of water-sui)ply, and water-supply is mainly the duty 
of the local authorities — District Boards and Union Boards concerned. 
Government are no doubt helping and they are trying, as is perhaps well- 
known to the hon’ble member, to have a survey of water-supply 
throughout the whole of Bengal and necessarily the question of Rajban 
and other places will come in. 


Breaches in the Cumti Embankment. 

124. Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether the attention of the Hon’ble Minister has 
been drawn to a report from Gomilla appearing in the daily papers of 
Calcutta of the 24th instant that Qumti embankment was breached in. 
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three places and some villages and their crops have been submerged and 
destroyed rendering a large number of the inhabitants helpless and 
homeless P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the flood water that causes 
breaches in Gumti embankment mainly comes from Tripura State as 
the Tripura State people are developing the interior of the State by 
cutting outlets for flood water which formerly used to accumulate in 
the low lands of the Tripura State? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make enquiry and devise 
means to prevent recurrence of such breaches and in the meantime to 
provide compensation from public revenue or from Chakhla llashnabad 
Estate for loss to tenants and exemj)! them from payment of any rent 
until such breaches in the embankment can be prevented? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(а) Yes. Breaches took place in the non-Government portion of the 
embankment. 

(6) I have no information. 

(o) Construction of an escape on the Gumti bank with the object 
of disposing of a portion of a flood and giving some relief to the area 
affected is under consideration. Government do not propose to pay any 
compensation. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: With reference to answer 

(б) , will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any attempt 
was made to get any information with regard to the flood water coming 
from the Tripura State by wliich the flood was being increased? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

We have got no information from the local officers of our Department. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state whether any information on this point was sought 
for from the local authorities? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I do not think, we received any complaint on this point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If it is permissible, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Govemment would enquire of the 
Tripura State if the said State is flooding the interior of the State by 
cutting outlets for flood water which formerly used to accumulate in the 
low lands of the State and which flood water affects very injuriously the 
growth of crops in British territoiyP 
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I 

The Hofi’bte MHuw^Ja SRISCHANDIIA HANDY, at KasimlMtar: 

That is a matter which might be looked into. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As the Hon’ble Minister has kindly 
stated that this matter will be looked into, may I suggest whether 
Government will be pleased io enquire of the Tripura State if that State 
will undertake the construction of an escape on the river Gumti as the 
British Government is also going to undertake the construction of this 
sort of escape for the purpose of disposing of a portion of the flood 
water of that river ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The whole question is being examined and if, after the proposed escape 
in the Government area lias been completed, conditions do not improve 
due 1o other causes for which territories outside British India are 
involved, < ertainly the question will be looked into. 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, what kind of relief 
is under the consideration of the Governments 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I have stated in my answer that we propose to construct an escape. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Two questions are asked iu question (c), 
namely, compensation from public revenues a\id exemption from pay- 
ment of any rent, and it is stated in the answer, that Government do not 
propose to pay any compensation. With reference to this, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government jiropose to 
take any steps to exempt people from payment of any rent until such 
breaches in the embankment could he repaired? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I am afrad, I am not in a position to answer it as it refers to a matter 
which is to be dealt with by the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I refer this question to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Revenue? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
He must have notice. He cannot answer ofl-hand. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Hon’hla Minister for Revenue is not here. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the approximate time by which the construction of an escape 
Dn the river Gumti is likely to be taken up? 


The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Kasimbozar: 

As soon as plans and estimates are ready. 


Mr. LALIT CHANbRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
io state when the plans and estimates are likely to be ready? Will they 
be ready in course of a month or two? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimtiazar; 

I regret, Sir, I am not in a position to give any idea of the time. I 
xeqiiire notice. 


Bhatpara Municipality. 

125. Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY (on behalf 
of Mr. Latafat Hossain): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Tx>cal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
etate whether compensation has been sanctioned at a meeting by the 
Commissioners of the Bhatpara Municipality to Rabat Hossain, the 
ex-pound-keeper of the Kankinara^ Pound? 

(b) Has the said compensation money been udthheld by the Chair- 
man? 

(c) Is the Hoirble Minister aware that the Chairman lias referred 
this matter to tlie Examiner of Local Accounts? 

(d) Is the Hon’lde Minister also aware that this reterence will only 
mean delay and obstruction in the payment of the compensation sanc- 
tioned by the Commissioners under section 108 (xxxii) of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1932? 

(e) Did the Chairman vote against the resolution as to whether the 
matter concerned should be taken up by the Commissioners at a meeting? 

(/) Has the ex-pound-keeper served a pleader's notice on the present 
Chairman for the realisation of the said amount? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Before I answer this 
question, I think, I ought to apologise for a mistake which has been 
committed by my office, but it is not with regard to the main answer, 
it is with regard to the report that has been laid on the table. The 
report referred to in the answer to question No. 126 is not the correct 
report, but it is a different report altogether. 
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(a) to V) The matters to which these questions refer relate entirely 
to the internal administration of the Municipality and are not primarily 
the concern of the Provincial Government. I have, however, obtained 
a report from the District Magistrate, a copy of which is 
placed on the table for the information of the hon’ble member. 

With regard to question (/) the Magistrate reports that the answer is 
in the aflBxmative. 


Statement referred to in the answer to question No. 125. 

Repokt from the District Magistrate. 

With reference to your letter No. 1518, dated the 19th August, 1937, 
regarding proposed payment of Rs. 55G-9-6 to the lessee of the Kanki- 
nara pound as compensation for his loss and costs incurred by him in a 
criminal case for assault of his men in course of seizure of cattle, I have 
the honour to state that a compensation seems to be admissible under the 
section quoted in your letter in respect of (1) the closing of the pound for 
15 days, and (2) the limiting of his jurisdiction to 3 roads only as 
alleged in his petition against 4 originally stipulated. Under (1) above, 
a proportionate income for 15 days may be granted and under (2) the 
loss may be calculated with reference to the business coming in before 
and after the restriction referred to above was enforced. The sugges- 
tions made above only attempt at pointing out tln^ (‘(piitable basis on 
which the compensation payable may be calculated and it is for the 
Commissioners to determine whether they should take into considera- 
tion any other factors which they may consider relevant to the issue. 
The basis of their decision will come under audit scmliny in due course. 

It does not appear that the lessee is entitled to the costs of the suit 
from the Municipal fund, since, as stated by you, the case was not 
started at the instance or with the permission of the Municipal 
authorities. 

If a compensation is paid to the lessee he cannot reasonably claim a 
remission of the arrears in addition. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Kon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in a case where a caucus majority 
of Commissioners violate the Bengal Municipal Act, the Ministry of 
Local Self-Government will intervene in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAUSHER ALI: Certainly. 

30 
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Excise Shops in Bengal. 

126. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state the total number of liquor shops, drug shops and toddy shops in 
each district of Bengal and in Calcutta in 1936-37? 

(b) How many of each class of these shops are held by Moslems? 

(c) How many of them are held by non-Moslems? 

(d) Are there any instructions of the Government to distribute these 
shops in proportion amongst the different communities? 

(e) How many of the licensees are non-Bengalees? 

(/) Is the number of Excise shops increasing in Calcutta? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) be in the affirmative, what is the reasons 
therefor ? 

(h) How many of these shops in Calcutta are held by retired 
Government Officials — 

(t) in their own name, and 

{ii) in henamee? 

(i) How many are held by the relations of retired Government 
officials? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut); (a) to (/) A state- 
ment is laid on the Library Table. It is as complete as Government 
could make it within the time. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: In reply to my question (a) to ^ 
(i) I do not understand how a statement placed on the Library table can 
answer all my questions. Are there any instructions of Government to 
distribute shops in proportion among the different communities? — this 
is a question which cannot be answered by a statement placed on the 
Library table. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The hon^ble member must first of all satisfy 
himself from the statement that it does not meet his questions. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I have seen the statement, but 
I do not know under what rule I can bring il^here to show that it is 
not a suitable reply to my questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: It is as complete 
as Government could make it. 
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'Kfian Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN S Is there any instruction of 
Government to lease out these shops to vendors according* to a certain 
ratio amongst the different communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; On a point of 
information, Sir. I find that the practice of laying statements on 
the Library table gives rise to innumerable difficulties inasmuch as 
members cannot prepare themselves for putting supplomeiitary ques- 
tion. I would suggest that instead of placing them on the Library 
table if a separate table is kept on the floor of tlie House tlial will be 
of great convenience to the members, because then they will be able to 
find out what the statements are. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But sometimes the answers are so lengtliy that it 
is a mere waste of time if they are read on the floor of the House. How- 
ever the House may consider it later on, if there is any imj)roi)er use 
of the practice. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Difficulty may arise if, to a 
question, as to how many are held by Government officials, an answer 
is given saying that a statement is laid on the Library table. Unless 
they are before us in the House, how can we put supplementary ques- 
tions ? 


Appointment of a Judge in the Presidency Small Causes Court, Calcutta. 

127. Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Tjegislative Depart- 
ments be pleased to state — 

(^) how many Judges are there in the Presidency Small Causes 

Court, Calcutta; 

(ii) how many of these Judges are Muhammadans; and 

(m) how many are Hindus? 

(h) Is Mr. C. 0. Remfry, the permanent Chief Judge of tbe Presi- 
dency Small Causes Court, Calcutta, going to retire from service with 
effect from the 15th September, 1937? 

(c) If so, is the Ho%’ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

(i) appointing or confirming any of the Judges of that court as the 

permanent Chief Judg5 in Mr. Remfry ’s place; and 

(ii) appointing a Hindu in the permanent vacancy which will thus 

be created in the post of a Judge of that court? 
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(d) What communal ratios do the Government intend to establish 
in the matter of appointments in such judicial service? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAINp Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) 6. 

(u) 3 permanent 1 officiating. 

(tu) 2. 

(6) Mr. Remfry retired with effect from the 19th September, 1937. 

(c) (i) Nawabzada A. S. M. lyatif-ur-Rahman has been confirmed as 
the permanent Chief Judge with effect from that date. Gazette Noti- 
fication No. 7035 J., dated 28th August, 1937. 

(u) The matter is under consideration. 

{d) No percentage has been fixed in regard to these appointments. 
Efficiency is the basis of appointment. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: With reference to 
answer (c) (u), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the 
appointment is likely to be made? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

cannot give a definite date. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: May 1 know the 
approximate time? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

cannot give any idea of time. 


Revisional Survey in Chittagong. 

128. Mr. NUR AHAMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state what is the total 
amount of net increase in Government revenue as a result of the revi- 
sion al survey in the district of Chittagong? 

{h) What is the principal cause of this Increase? 

(c) What was the total amount of revenue derived from Kliasmahal 
lands before the revisional survey was undertaken? 

{d) What is the total increase in the same as a result of the revi- 
sional survey in question? 
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MINIsVer in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY): (a) Bs. 1,64,958. 

(b) Enhancements of rents of tenure-holders due to increased assets 
as compared to the previoiis settlement. 

(c) Bs. 8,24,710. 

(d) Bs. 1,64,958. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is yet another question, the answer to 
whicli was received in office very late and could neither be printed nor 
cyclostyled. 


Proposed appointments in the Co-operative Credit Departments. 

129. Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state what is the principle he 
proposes to follow in filling up the recent vacancies in the Co-operative 
Credit Department? 

(6) Have the nominations from different districts for the posts of 
Auditor and Inspector of the Co-operative Department been received by 
Government by this time for consideration of appointment? 

(c) How many of the Departmental Officers will get promotion in 
these vacancies? 

(d) What will be the criterion in giving the promolions? 

(e) Does the appointment of Auditors and Inspectors from Depart- 
mental Officers rest in the hand of the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 
Bengal ? 

MINI8TER In charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick). (a) To secure the most suitable candi- 
dates subject to any decision of the Government for reservation of any 
proportion of appointments to particular communilies. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

(d) Primarily merit and character, 

(e) Auditors — Yes. 

Inspectors — No. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is outside appointment going 
to be made by a competitive examination ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No* 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Did not the Hon’ble Minister 
say previously that the appointments will be made by a competitive 
examination ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have never 
said so. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Was it not said in reply to a 
supplementary question that the personnels of the examination com- 
mittee was under consideration? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can the member ar^^ue in this way? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is only reminding the Hon’ble Minister of a 
certain reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If I remem- 
ber aright, what I said was this that the candidates nominated by 
District Magistrate would have to appear before a Selection Board and 
after this selection they would have to undergo a training after which 
they would l>e subjected to a competitive examination, on the result of 
which, appointments would be finally made. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: What is the criterion for 
selection of candidate.s’ efficiency — patronage or something else? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 
already answered the question, viz., merit and character. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If the selection is not by an examination, 
how can he distinguish merit from patronage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: This is a 
matter of opinion. We will decide it on the tests laid down by us. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Is it not a fact 
that the Public Service Commission will make the appointments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Xo, the 

selection will not be made by the Public Service Commission, but by a 

Selection Board. 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: As to-rlay is the last day of 
this session, may I have your permission and through you that of the 
House to put a short notice question to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Commerce and Industries. He will not have to make much effort 
to answer this. I want to draw his attention to the recent jute fore- 
casts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the Hon’ble Minister to say whether 
he is prepared to answer or not. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am concerned with jute forecasts but the member wants to put the 
question to the Minister of Commerce and Industries. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: I am sorry. T will pui the 
question to the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, 
Sir. If short notice questions are allowed on the floor of the House 
without previous notice being given, it will create a very dangerous 
precedent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that the Honlde Minister is not 
willing to accept the short notice question, on the flor)r of the House. 


Government Bills. 


The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1937. 

The amendment that in clause 3 of the Bill the words “and fifty*’ 
shall he omitted was put and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 3 of the Bill for the word '‘fifty” the 
words "twenty five” be substituted was put and a division taken with 
the following result — 


AYES— 14. 


Okakravtrti, Mr. tkrltk Okaaira. 
Okaa^hary, Mr. Maaaatmali. 

Dat, Mr. Lalit Okanira. 

Datta, Mr. Baakiai Okaakra. 

Datta, Mr. Naraatfra Okaaira. 

Kakir, Mr. Haaiayaa. 

Maitra, Rai Sakaiar Brajaaira Makaa. 


Maaiia, Bagam Hamiia. 

Maokarjaa, Mr. Barash Nath. 

Pal Cboaihary, Mr. RanaJIt. 

Poiiar, Mr. H. P. 

•aayal, Mr. taehlaira Narayan. 
tarkar, Mr. laia Bkaaaa. 

•iaka, Ral Bakaiar lartaira Barayaa. 
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NOE8--31. 


Ahmai, Mr. Natirudtfin. 

Alimad, Mr. Mtibaiiuddin. 

Banarjat, Ral Bahadur Kathah Chandra. 
Barua, Dr. Arahinda. 

Bom, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Ohowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 
Ohowdhury, Mr. Khorthad Alam. 

Oohan, Mr. D. d. 

D’Roiarlo, Mrs. K. 

Ellahi, Mr. 8. Fatal. 

Haidar, Nawabiada Kamruddin. 

Honain, Mr. Utafat. 

Huq, Mr. Syad Muhammad Dhaiiui. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mahammad. 
Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Aaaf. 


Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. Q. 

MeKarraw, Mr. d. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

NIekoil, Mr. C. K. 

Ormond, Mr. E. 0. 

Rahman, Mr. Muklatwar. 

Raihid, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nafondra Narayan. 

Ray Ohowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
of Santoah. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhiea BhuMn. 

Roy Chirndhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Sbamsuaaoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Sailotwar. 

Wllmor, Mr. D. H. 


The Ayes being 14 and the Noes TU, the motion was lost. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: On a point of information, Sir. 
With regard to clause 3 it appears from several speeches — 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order, Sir. Can clause 3 
be discussed again after the discussion on it has been finished? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: He is not discussing clause 3. He merely 
wants some information with regard to it. 

Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: 1 do not want to discuss or move 
any amendment to clause 3 but I want some information only. It 
appears from the debates and votes in this House that there are some 
hon’ble members who would like to draw a pay less than lls. 150 a 
month. The question is whether tliey would be free now to receive 
a less pay if they like? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House 
is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion before the House is that clause 4 
stand part of the Bill. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN : Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (?) of clause 4(a) of the bill for the word ''ten*' the word ^^five'^ 
be substituted. 

Sir, the daily allowance is meant to cover the expenses incurred 
by members while away from their homes in Calcutta and not to make 
any savings out of it. For this purpose, I think, Hs. 5 a day is quite 
enough. Formerly, the daily allowance was Bs. 10, as there was no 
salary then and as now there is a fixed salary which the members will 
get all the year round, I submit that there is no justification for conti- 
nuing the old rate of allowance. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (i) of clause 4(a) for the words “ten rupees’’ the words 
“seven rupees eight annas” be substituted. 

The hon’ble member then addressed the House in Bengali. The 
following is the English translation of his speech: — 

I have already clearly stated why I tabled an amendment like this. 
The acceptance of this amendment of mine will also lead to a saving of 
more or less one lakh of rupees annually 1o be utilized for nation- 
building work. Moreover, this acceptance will not economically affect 
the present hon’ble members more than their predecessors; because, 
a reduction of Es. 2-8-0 in the daily allowance will be compensated by 
the amount of travelling allowance fixed at Es. 2-8-0 per day. 

In these circumstances, I hoi)e nobody will hesitate to support my 
amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (ft) of clause 4(a) the w’ords “and a half times” shall bo 
omitted. 

Sir, the only purpose of this amendment is to fix the travelling- 
allowance at a single first-class fare. There may be (ertaiu doubts 
about the amounts spent by members while living in (’alcuita. There 
may be certain doubts about the actual loss incurred by members when 
they come to Calcutta, because in the meantime they cannot devote 
their time to their own profession in places where they normally reside. 
But as regards travelling-allowance there is hardly any such doubt. It 
is a fact that the majority of the people who travel at their own cost 
and on their own business do not travel first-class, still tiiere was 
formerly a provision that the members had to certify the class by Avhich 
they travel, and — it is an unfort.unate fa(;t, Sir — peoide have been some 
times led to certify a class by wdiich they did not actually travel. And 
I think, therefore, the present bill is an improvement because it does 
not compel any member to make a statement like that. It is now said 
that one and a half first-class fares will be paid irrespective of the class 
in which a member might travel, and, therefore, I suggest that if mem- 
bers are free to travel in any class they like, there is no reason why, 
in order to defray the expenses actually incurred by members while 
travelling from place to place we should provide that they should be 
paid one and a half times the first-class fare. It is a fact that except 
people travelling on Government business, very few’ persons travel in 
first class, and this is a fact which will be borne out by members of this 
House. Few persons — even persons drawing Es. 1,000 or Es. 1,500 a 
month — travel first class except when they do so on Government busi- 
ness. If that be the case. Sir, there is no reason why we should provide 
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for the payment of one and a half times the first-class fare. l.t the same 
time, I know that there is a small percentage of people who actually 
travel first-class, that is why I have proposed one single first-class fare. 
Persons who are habituated to travel in first-class may be assumed to 
be in a condition of life which enables them to pay for other extras 
incurred in taking servants, etc., with them, as also other incidental 
expenses connected with their journey. Therefore, the purpose of my 
amendment is to make it clear that those who are well off to 
afford travelling in first class will normally do so and pay for their 
extras out of their own pockets while their actual travelling cost is 
paid by the Government. And those who do not actually travel first- 
class may travel in any class they like, and they will be entitled to one 
first-class fare if my amendment is accepted by the House. There is 
no reason, therefore, why one and a lialf times the first-class fare should 
be paid to such persons. This is the reason. Sir, why I have moved 
my amendment. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (ii) of clause for the word ‘‘first” the word “second” 
be substituted. 

As regards travelling allowance, you will beai* me out, Sir, when I 
say that the average middle-class Bengali, who constitutes the intelli- 
gentsia and which sup])lied the members to the legislatures, ordinarily 
travel inter class or second class. And only those who are endowed with 
an overflow of wealth travel first class in this country. It is a matter 
of common knowledge that many members do not find it either a loss of 
dignity or a very great discomfort in travelling other than in first class 
even now. The two things which should be considered in fixing the 
travelling allowance are to see that Ihe members are not subjected to 
indignity or discomfort. I think nobody will have a right to complain 
if second class rate of travelling-allowance is allowed instead of first 
class. Of course, those who are accustomed to travel first class will do 
so whatever the Legislature will allow them and they can afford to do so. 
But this consideration should not tax the public revenues. 

Sir, I consider my amendment very fair and I hope the House will 
adopt it. 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHAUDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that after sub-clause (ii) of clause 4(a) the following proviso be 
added, namely: — 

“Provided that in cases where there is no second class in any railway 
or steamer the member shall be entitled to travelling allowance at the 
rate of one and a half times first clase fare for his journey by such rail- 
way or steamer as the case may be.” 
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i The member then addressed the House in Bengalee. The following 
is the English translation of his sj>eeoh : — 

The idea behind this ameiKlinent of mine is that we should not 
grudge if by a little personal inconvenience we can afford to release 
greater amount of money for the larger interests of the masses. In the 
neighbouring provinces administered Ibj’ the Congress, even the Prime 
Ministers themselves travel in third class. Since this is not a Congress 
administered ])rovince, I have not in accordance with the Congress 
ideal brought forward any motion for the hon’ble members to travel 
in the third class. Besides, I am aware of and admit the fact that the 
provision made at present for third class (*ompartments by the Railway 
companies in our country renders it almost impos.sible for one to secure 
even standing accommodation, not to speak of comfortable seats, in 
third class compartmenis attached to Dacca and Chittagong mails. As 
the matter stands, it is out of the question for tlie hon’ble members to 
take the trouble of travelling third class. But the amendment 
moved by me does not seek to pla(‘e them in such in<‘onvenient position. 
As a matter of fact, the new tyj)es of second class coin pari ments tliat 
have come in vogue are, in point of comfort and conveiiieiicc, in no way 
inferior to first class compartments. Only the (piestion of ju'cstige is 
involved here. A high Government official is entitled to travel first 
class. Would it not therefore he deemed beneath the dignity of an 
hon’ble member of either the Lower or Upper House of the Tiegislature 
to travel in a second class compartment? 

In>tead of considering the question in this light if we try to gra])ple 
it from a slightly* different point of view, I tliink it will become much 
easier. Just consider for once that most of our hon’blo members here 
have lieen returned by the votes of the masses. We should have the 
good of our countrymen at heart. In case my resolution is carried, a 
saving of nearly half a lakh of rupees will be made. And this, if spent 
on the education and the s<dution of the problems of bread and drink- 
ing water of the illiterate and starving masses will, I think, relieve 
us at least to some extent of the obligations we owe to them. Thus, 
if we set a new example by travelling in the second class, the said high 
Government officials will also in future be influenced by it. And 
when we ourselves are entitled to make laws, any r(‘solution that may 
be brought forward in future for the Government officials to travel in 
the second class would easily be carried. It will help to save lakhs of 
rupees which may be utilized for the benefit of the indigent masses. 

I hope the hon’ble members will in a body suppoii my amendment 
and thereby earn the blessing of our countrymen. 


Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: In reply to the 

point which has been raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir and Begum 



460 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[22nd Sbpt., 

t. 

Hamida Momin I would only say that the half extra fare is given to 
cover the expense of travelling of the wife and children (laughter). 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: In supporting all these cut 
motions I will go still further and say that no travelling allowance be 
given to anybody but that a pass should be issued to individual mem- 
bers for travelling purposes — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not relevant to the motions under dis- 
cussion. You did not give notice of such an amendment. You can 
only speak on the amendments. 

Mr. SACHIN DR A NARAYAN SANYAL: I wholeheartedly support 
the amendment of Mr. Humayun Kabir. He has spoken the absolute 
truth, because I ihink very few of us have actually seen a first class 
compartment not to speak of travelling in it. I would have supported 
the amendment of Begum Hamida Momin if instead of the word 
“second” she had proposed “third.” 


Rai BROilENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
the amendment moved by Begum Hamida Momin. I say that we really 
ought to reduce the travelling allowance and also the conveyance 
allowance. If we accept a higher rate of allow’ance, we make ourselves 
liable to criticism that we are appropriating the loaves and fishes in an 
unreasonable manner out of the public exchequer. To disarm such 
criticism the members of the Legislature ought not to give any handle to 
anybody to question our hona flrle. There is a demand from the public 
to prevent all sorts of w’aste. Have the hoiiTde members thought for a 
moment what their position w’ould be when the question of this waste 
will come to tlie notice of the starving millions of Bengal? 

My next point is — shall we ourselves be a party to the spoils of the 
public revenue when there is a talk of economy everyw’here? We must 
be above all suspicion, and not be amenable to the remarks from out- 
side that w'e are doing something which might w’ell be described as a 
loot. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I whole- 
heartedly support Begum Hamida Mornings proposal. I think it is a 
very reasonable proposal. Second class fare for an Indian is more than 
what is required especially in consideration of the present economic 
condition of the country. I think that all of us ought to support it. I 
also support the amendment of Mr. Moazzemali Chaudhury, namely, 
where there is no second class, first class may be allowed. To charge 
first class travelling, and travelling in a lower class, spells something 
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which is dishonest. It is dishonest to charge first class while travel- 
ling in a lower class. So it would be far better to insist on everybody 
travelling second class, and take an extra half fare for servants and 
other things. With these words I support the amendments. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, I do not think 
anybody in this House is really at heart opposed to any curtailment of 
expenditure. (Question.) It is very unfortunate that in speaking on 
certain amendments regarding the reduction of fare from first to second 
class, certain members of this House should have definitely stated that 
the majority of the members of the Legislature are accustomed to 
travel in a lower class while they actually draw first idass fare. It was 
clearly stated by Mr. Humayun Kabir and another gentleman on my 
right. I do not think that such a statement should be allowed to go 
unchallenged. 

This House consists of gentlemen whose status and position in life 
are such that they cannot stoop so low. It is regrettable that reflec- 
tions should be cast upon the entire body of members of the Legislature 
impunging their integrity. These are irresponsible remarks and they 
bring discredit on ourselves. 

The reason, which prompted some of us on this side of the House, 
to oppose the amendments for the reduction of members’ emoluments, 
was that the savings likely to be effected thereby would be practically 
negligible. (Question.) That is why we opposed the proposals. 

Regarding travelling allowance for journeys by rail or steamer 
which has been fixed at one and half times first class fare, I wish to 
inform the House tliat formerly the rate was double first class fare 
which a member of the Council was entitled to draw. Then it was 
reduced to one and three fifths and subsequently to its present rate 
of one and a half. 1 know, Sir, there are many who actually travel 
first class and draw first class travelling allowance. 

Mr. SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: Not all. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I used the word 
‘many’. 

Mr. LALIT CHANNDRA DAB: It is a reflection on the House. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, the insinua- 
tion that has been made against the hon’ble members of the Legislature 
is objectionable. The present rate of one and a half first class fare is 
intended to cover all expenses incidental to the journey. The critics 
lose sight of the fact that besides his own fare a member has to bear the 
travelling expenses of his servant and meet other charges including 
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luggage, refreshments, coolie hire, etc. In the circumstances, it IS no 
unreasoLble to charge hrst class fare. It Las been the practice for a 
long time and I do not tiink there is any special ground for altering the 
existing system. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I am afraid that either I did not make 
myself clear to the House or the hon’ble member was not able to follow 
me. What I meant was that the majority of the members when 
travelling on their own, I definitely' made that distinction, do not 
travel first class except on Government business. Therefore, the entire 
tirade of the hon’ble member is beside the point. 


Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: 1 move that the question be now 
put. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The amendment that in sub-clause (/) of clause 4(a) of the Bill for 
the word ‘‘ten’’ the word “five” ibe substituted, was put and lost. 

The amendment that in sub-clause (/) of clause 4(a) of the Bill for 
the words “ten rupees” the w'ords “seven rupees eight annas” be 
substituted, was put and a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYE8-~14. 


Chakravtrti, Mr. Shriih Chandra. 
Chaadhury, Mr. Moaacamali. 

Daa, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 
Datta, Mr. Nartndra Chandra. 
Baawami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayan. 


Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 
Momin, Baeum Hamida. 

Mookarjto, Mr. Nareih Nath. 

Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit. 

Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sachnidra Narayan. 

Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surtndra Narayan, 


NOES— 31. 


Ahmad, Mr. Naiiruddin. 

Ahmad, Mr. Masbahuddin. 

Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Barua, Dr. Arabinda- 
Bota, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Ohowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 
Ohowdhury, Mr. Khorshad Aiam. 

Ohowdhury, Mr. Humayun Rasa. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

D'Roiarlo, Mn. K. 

Ellahi, Mr. 8. paial. 

Haidar, Nawabtada Kamruddin. 

Hotlain, Mr. Utafat. 

Huq, Mr. Syad Muhammad Bhaaiul. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mohammad. 
Karim, Khan Bahadur, M. Abdul. 


Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ataf. 

Khan, MaulanalMuhammad Akram. 

Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. B. 

MsKtraow, Mr. J. A. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

Nlcbolo Mr. 0. K. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kaai Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagtndra Narayan. 

Ray Ohowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
of Santosh. 

Roy Ohowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 

Sarkor, Mr. Indu Bhutan. 

Shamsuiioha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Salloswar. 

Wilmtr, Mr. 0. H. 


The Ayes being 14 and Noes 31 the motion was lost. 

The amendment that in sub-clause (ii) of clause 4 (a) of the Bill the 
words “and a half times” shall be omitted, was then put and lost. 
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The amendment that in sub-clause (ii) of clause 4(<?) of the Bill for 
the word ^‘first^’ the word “second” be substituted, was then put and a 
division taken with the followings result : — 


AYES— 17. 

Momin, BtgHm Hamidt. 

Maoktritt, Mr. Nartth Nath. 

Pai Ohoudhary, Mr. Ranaiit. 

Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Radhka Bhutan. 
Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

8 Inha, Ral Bahadur Surandra Narayan. 

NOES— 32. 


Ohakravarti, Mr. Shrith Chandra. 

Ohaudhury, Mr. Maauamall. 

Dat, Mr. Ulit Chandra. 

Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

Datta, Mr. Narandra Chandra. 

Bofurami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Hoialn, Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muauamuddin. 
Kabir, Mr. Hunayun. 

Maltra, Rai Bahadur Brljandra Mahan. 


Ahmad, Mr. Naiiruddln. 

Ahmad, Mr. Maibahuddin. 

Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Kathab Chandra. 
Barua, Dr. Arabinda. 

Bata, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abul Hamid. 
Chourdhury, Mr. Khorthad Alam. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Humayun Raaa. 

Chourdhury, Mr. Racsagul Haidar. 

Cohan, Mr. D. 4. 

D’Roiario, Mrt. K. 

Ellahf, Mr. 8. Paial. 

Haidar, Naaabiada Kamruddin. 

Hottaln, Mr. Utaffat 

Hnq, Mr. Syad Muhammad Bhuiul. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mohammad. 
Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ataf. 


Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

Laidiaw, Mr. W. B. 8. 

McKarrour, Mr. 4. A. 

Molia, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

Nfeholi, Mr. C. K. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Rahman, Mr. Mnkhiaaur. 

Rathid, Khan Bahadur Kaii Abdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath» 
of Santoih. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krlihna Chandra. 

Sarkar, Mr. Indu Bhutan. 

Shamtuiioha, Khan Bahadur, M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Sailatwar. 

Wilmar, Mr. D. H. 


The Ayes being 17 and Noes 3‘Atbe motion was lust. 

The ameiidnient that after sub-clause {ii) of clause 4(a) of the Bill 
the following proviso be added, namely : — 

“Provided that in cases where there is no second class in any rail- 
way or steamer the member shall be entitled to travelling 
allowance at the rate of one and a half time first class fare 
for his journey hy such railway or steamei’ as the case may 
be.” 

was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is — 

that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is — 

that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is-- 

that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is — 

that the short title and preamble be added to the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed .to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; Sir, I beg to move 

that the Bill as settled in the Council be passed. 


Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Mr. President, Sir, I am 
unable to vote either for the salary or for the allowances fixed in the 
Bill. We have no right to make any profit whatsoever out of our posi- 
tion here and vote for our allowances without reference to actual facts. 
As regards salary, Sir, I can think of our mufassil friends most of 
whom are members of the profession and who of course have oome here 
at some personal sacrifice and also have to incur extra expenditure for 
their stay here. And they should be given some salary. As regards 
the amount of such salary, I submit that it should not be more than 
what is just necessary for their ordinary comforts, or, as some hon^ble 
members here have suggested as s^ome compensation for their direct 
loss. In this connection I cannot but refer to the admirable speech 
delivered by the Hon’ble Finance Minister on the floor of this House and 
his passionate, enthusiastic and burning bid for sacrifice which he made 
here, may be, a spectacular demonstration (surely I say these words 
not by way of a slur, as I have the greatest admiration y^r him), but 
which has revealed his real nature — and led one to believe that he was 
feeling a fish out of water — ^and rather, uncomfortable in his present 
company. Sir, taking this spirit of sacrifice from him, I would beg of 
the hon’ble members to be imbued with the same spirit of sacrifice 
and accept such an amount by way of salary as would be just necessary 
for their bare requirements. 

Sir, the Congress have set up and are trying to set up an example of 
plain living and high thinkii\g. It has been said that the standard of 
living in this province amongst some of us has been rather high, and 
it is difficult for them to reduce that standard. It may be so; with 
some, but it may not be very difficult with others. What I do say 
is that high living and high thinking do not always go together. Sir, 
what we do admire in a man is his high thinking and plain living and 



1087 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


465 


not high living. In the other provinces, I mean the Congress Ministry 
provinces, both the Ministers and the members have succeeded in reduc- 
ing this rich standard of living without risking their standard of high 
thinking. To them it is no longer a mere ideal or a pure sentiment as 
they have accepted a much lesser pay than what we propose to do by 
passing this Bill and they are carrying on as efficiently as any of us 
here. Therefore I would submit that we ought not to lag behind them 
in this spirit of sacrifice which they have shown by accepting Rs. 75 as 
the salar3^ As there is no resolution to this effect, I do not think I can 
legitimately dilate on that iK)int beyond throwing a liint in that way. 
Sir, it has been said tliat if we were to ac(‘ept a lesser sum, the position 
would be that we should have to hold our meetings under a canopy 
squatting on the ground instead of sitting on cushioned chairs as we are 
doing here. Sir, may I witli all humility refer to tlie Hon’ble Finance 
Minister the cases of other provinc'cs where I take it they are conducting 
their business (|uite as well, if I may say s(» without any disn^spect to 
this Ministry, as we are doing it here and the members ilnut* arc* e(|ually 
conducting their business with efficiency. They are sitting on cushioned 
chairs and not squatting on the floor and they are not liolding their 
meetings under canopy but in as magnificent a i)reinist‘s as this. 
Therefore, I appeal to you that when the history of Hengal is in the 
making, would you write your history in the way for whi(*l» posterity 
may have cause to condemn you? A chance has been given to us, 
should we not rise to the occasion, and make this little sacrifici*!^ It is 
for you to make it or mar it. I need not remind tin* hon’ble m(*mbers 
that they have come here to serve their electorates in a s|)irii of sacrifice 
and not ro make use of tneir position in this way or makt^ any profit 
out of it. 

Sir, as regards the question of allowance, it has been suggest<*d that 
Rb. 10 is the proper amount. I think some members, 1 forget their 
names, have said that Rs. 10 is not even sufficient. Well, Sir, as far 
as my experience goes, I think that Rs. G is quite enough for most of 
us here, I leave of course the European Group out, because tliey can 
afford to spend much more; and 1 do not include the other group, Maha- 
rajas, Rajas, Zemindars and Nawabs, because they can well afford to 
meet the extra expenses out of their pocket and I do not think they 
would care to be reimbursed for these extras out of public funds. 

Sir, as regards travelling expenses, I was really surprised to find the 
result of tne voting. The motion moved by the hon’ble lady member. 
Begum Hamida Momin, which was a very modest one, has been lost 
and I am afraid, lost by a big majority. It has really cast a slur on 
us and will be a standing disgrace. We forget it is public money and 
we want to be lavish and spend money in a way in* which we would 
not have spent it, had it been our own money. I would ask the hon’ble 
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members to search their hearts and we all know what the answer is. 
But we will not speak it out. Do we all travel in first class? On the 
other hand, humble as I am, I have always travelled in a lower class and 
I can, without any disrespect, count many in my category. And why 
should we travel in first class when there is this appalling distress in the 
country and when 75 per cent, of our people do not get even two meals 
a day. Then, Sir, instead of paying this money in cash why not issue 
a pass for a second class and a ticket for a servant ; and that is all that 
you want. This procedure is at the same time, I think, much more 
respectable, less troublesome and easier to check in audit. 

Sir, with these words I enter my humble protest against this Bill. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Sir, on a point of informa- 
tion. This Act, as we understand, comes into force on the 1st of 
April 1937. In clause 4 it is stated that it shall be deemed to come 
into force from the 1st April 1937. In clause 4 ( 2 ) the travelling 
allowance laid down as one and a half times first class fare. There 
may have been some instances where some members have charged at 
the rate of one and three-fourths first class fares and some at lower rates. 
Will all that now be adjusted according to this bill ? 


Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: From the 1st of 

April 1937, one and a half first class fares have been charged. 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; There are some cases where one and 
three-fourths first class fares have been charged when the distance is 
below 75 miles. 


The Hon’hle Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; I may explain 
that after the Bill is passed the Accountant-General will do the needful. 


Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Before this Bill is passed, I desire 
to utter a word of, protest against a certain statement made by 
an hon’ble member, Mr. Humayiin Kabir, who said that there are some 
members of the House who travel in a lower class and actually 
charge 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The amendment is not before 
the House. The question before the House is that the Bill be passed. 
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Mr. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, with regard to the proposition 
I would only say that we have heard much canvassing about the 
prestige of the House. Does the prestige of the House mean that it 
should exhaust itself in the prestige of its President? The prestige ol 
members is also another question. We find that in England all 
members of Parliament are allowed free first class travelling expenses 
throughout the United Kingdom. They have got to visit various 
constituencies and attend meetings at various places; that is why that 
privilege is allowed there to the members. So, Sir, one lias got to 
take into consideration that if a member takes to the business seriously, 
he has got lo incur various expenses in buying books and keeping 
himself informed of various things which happen and keeping others 
informed of them. So all these matters have got to he taken into 
consideration. There is also the question of dignity of this House. 
Taking all these matters into consideration, T supiiort the motion that 
the Bill be passed, as its provisions are extremely just and fair. 


Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to support the 
amendment of my friend, Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The motion of Mr. Dutta is not 
before the House. The motion before the House is that the Bill as 
settled in Council be passed. Hon'ble members will not be entitled 
to refer to past speeches on other motions. 


Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Very well, Sir, J shall speak 
in a general way. In supporting the proposals brought forward for 
“no salary’’ to members, I have to submit that while tliere iqipears 
to be some justification for a small salary to be paid to our Minist/y 
who are whole-time servants of the State, there does not appear to be 
any reason why we should require a salary for ourselves for the little 
service we have agreed to give to our country. Sir, the amount of 
work that we are called upon to do, does not interfere in any degree with 
our respective vocations in life and as such I fail to see how we can 
legitimately ask for being paid for rendering this little service to our 
own country. 

In Bengal where the sons of the soil have made tremendous and 
lifelong sacrifices for the cause of the country, where suffering even 
crossed the limits of human endurance, where lives were lost and taken, 
in pursuing the cause of our motherland — are we to-day going to ask 
for a fee in order to render this little service. It is a shame and dis- 
grace Sir, if we to-day expect the poor, dumb and starving millions of 
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Bengal to pay us for rendering this little service. I consider this is 
the least we can do for them and we should come forward and refuse to 
support this Bill. 


Under the provisions of this Bill, Sir, the entire cost of giving 
salaries to the 315 memhers of both the Houses at the rate of Rs. 150 
per month, comes to a total of Rs. 5,07,000 annually, which sum if 
saved, may be most usefully employed to either relieve unemployment, 
famine or any other nation building scheme. We shall at least then 
be answerable to our people, for something that we have done for 
them. It is all very well for people to c*riti(*ise and ridicule the 
Congress for bringing up such amendments but I am prepared to 
challenge the honesty and siiuierily of such opposition. We are all 
representatives of the poor people of Bengal working together to shape 
the destiny of this Province. Let us make a start here and now and 
we shall prove what we are saying. 


Service to the country which is offered in exchange for a certain 
remuneration is very questionable and suspicious and I know. Sir, 
that my appeal will not reach very far, I also know that destiny is 
not in our favour — not even the super-gods in the Seventh Heavens, 
can prevent or obstruct the passage of this Bill — but before I finish 1 
fervently appeal to all sections of this House to support me for the 
cause of our starving country men.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It is not 

necessary for me to go into the merits of the Bill which has been 
sufficiently discussed. The position of Government is that in this 
matter we should entirely be guided by the opinion of the members 
of this House. If the members of this House wanf to 
reduce their salary or their allowances. Government have 
no objection. I rise only to correct one statement of Mr. 
Uatta. I do not know Ikw he could bring me again in connection 
with members’ salary because I am not a member of this House. If 
this Bill is passed, I shall not be affected in any way but I know 
that I am always in the brain of the members opposite and that any- 
how they want to bring me in. I never said that I am not in favour 
of exhibiting sacrifice. What I said is that if that sacrifice is 
going to be a ix>mpetition between a person and a person, I would 
not lag behind. In this particular matter I have heard ray friend, 
Mr. Mookerjee, to say that it is a shame that this Bill is being con- 
sidered in this House and that salaries are being fixed at a high rate. 
Even if this Bill is passed by a majority, it would be quite easy for 
my friend not to take the salary that will be provided by this Bill if 
he thinks that everyone who takes this salary should be ashamed. 


A member: We will give it to the Congress. 
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TIm Hon’bit Mr. NALINI RAN4AN 8ARKER: So far as my 

information g^oes, the Congress Party have passed a resolution that 
they will take half the amount and contribute the other half to the 
All-India Congress Fund. I submit, Sir, ii they do not take the 
salary from Government, it will go to the cultivators who are starving. 
I do not want to waste the time of the House. 

The motion that the Bill, as settled in Council, be pjissed was put 
and agreed to. 


The Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to move that the 
Bengal Legislature (Removal of Disqualifications) liill, 11)37, be taken 
into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 beg to move that clause 2(^>) be 
omitted. 


Rai BROilENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur; I beg to move 
that in clause 2(h) for the words ‘‘whole time’^ the word “>^hole-time’* 
be substituted, 

Tliis is only a correction of a printing mistake. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: 1 beg to move that 
ill clause 2{h) the words “either by salary or” be omitted. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 beg to move that after clause 
2{h) the following proviso be added^ namely: — 

“provided that a (lovernment Pleader or a Public; Prosecutor for 
the purpose of this Act shall be deemed to be a whole-time officer under 
the Crown lemunerated by salaries or fees.” 


» 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 beg to move that clause 2{o) be 
omitted. 

The amendment that clause 2 {h) of the Bill be omitted, was put 
and lost. 

The amendment that in clause 2(h) of 'the Bill for the words “’whole 
time” the word “whole-time” be substituted, was put and lost. 
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The amendment that in clause 2(h) of the Bill the words ‘‘either by 
salary or’* be omitted, was put and lost. 

The amendment that after clause 2(6) of the Bill the following 
proviso be added, namely: — 

“provided that a Government Pleader or a Public Prosecutor for 
the purpose of this Act shall be deemed to be a whole-time oflScer under 
the Crown remunerated by salaries or fees,” was put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 14. 


Mr. f krish Ohanira. 
CkaaMary, Mr. Maanamali. 

Pat, Mr. Lain Ckantfra. 

Oatta, Mr. Baakim Chandra. 
Dalta, Mr. Narandra Chandra. 
Baawaml, Mr. Kanal Lai. 

Kabir, Mr. Hamaynn. 


MaHra, Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan. 
Momin, Bagum Hamida. 

Mookorjaa, Mr. Narath Nath. 

Pal Chondhury, Mr. Ranajit. 

Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
Sanyal, Mr. Saehindra Narayan. 


NOES— 33. 


Ahamad, Mr. Nur. 

Ahmad, Mr. Nailtaddln. 

Ahmad, Mr. Matbahuddin. 

Banarjaa. Rai Bahadur Kathah Chandra. 
Barua, Dr. Arahinda. 

Bata, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 
Chuwdhury. Mr. Khorthad Alam. 

Ohawdhury, Mr. Humayun Raia. 

Chuwdhury, Mr. Raiiaqul Haidar. 

Caban. Mr. O. d. 

O'Ruiariu, Mrs. K. 

Ellahl, Mr. I. Faral. 

Haidar, Nawabaada Kamruddln. 

Huaaain, Mr. Latatat. 

Huq, Mr. lyad Muhammad Chaiiul. 

Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maolvl Mohammad. 
Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Ahdui. 


Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ataf. 

Khan, Mauiana Muhammad Akram. 

McKtrrow, Mr. J. A. 

Molla, Khan Bahib Buhidali. 

Nicholl, Mr. C. K. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Rahman, Mr. Mukhittur. 

Raihid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Ahdur. 

Ray, Mr. Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chuwdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, 
ol Bantoih. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhutan. 

Roy Chuwdhury, Mr. Krithna Chandra. 

Barker, Mr. Indu Bhutan. 

Samtuuoba, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Baileiwar. 

Wi:.ntr, Mr. D. H. 


The Ayes being 14 and the Noes dd, the motion was lost. 


Mf* PRESIDEHTs The question before the House is — 
that ckmse 2 stand part of the Bill 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is — 
that clause 1 stand part of the Bill 
The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mf. PRESIDENT: The question before the House 
short title and the preamble be added to the Bill. 




is that the 


The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, I beff to move that 
the Bill as settled in Council he jmssed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestkm before the House is that the 
Bill as settled in (Vmiicil he passed. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May I rise on a point of 
information, Sir? Every Bill, j?enerally, has a statcnieot of objects 
and reasons, hul we find that no such statement of objects and 
reasons has been attaclied to this Bill, (^an this Bill, therefore, be 
passed without any statement of objects and reasons? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Under our rules in the case of Bills that we 
receive from the liower House there are no such conditions, and it is 
not necessary to iiave an\ statement of objects and reasons. It is 
quite different when a Bill is introduced here. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May we know, Sir, under 
what section this is not required ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no section. If you are to argue that 
this is not in order or tliat it is an infringement of the rules of this 
House, then it is incumbent on you to prove so, and not on the other 
party. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, how can we know what 
is the object of introducing a Bill if there is no statement of objects 
and reasons attached to it? We can understand the Ministers^ 
Salaries Bill, but we cannot understand why the Disqualifications Bill 
has* been introduced here? So, I submit, there ought to have been 
a statement of objects and reasons in this Bill. 
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Mr. PRESIMNT: The House has considered this question at 
some length, and the hon’ble member now raises the question of the 
inclusion of a statement ol objects and reasons in the BiH. 
(Laughter) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill, 
as settled in Oouncil, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is passed. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it iii coinniand from II is Excellency the 
Governor that the Bengal Legislative (’oiincil do now stand i)rorogued. 
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The following members were present at the meeting held on the 
22nd September, 1937 : — 

(1) Ahamed, Mr. Nnr. 

(2) Ahmad, Mr. Naziruddin. 

(3) Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

(4) Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. 

( 5 ) Bania, Dr. Arabinda. 

(6) Bose, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. 

(7) Chakraverti, Mr. Shrish Chandra. 

(8) Chaudliury. Mr. Moazzemali. 

(9) Chowdhury, Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid. 

(10) Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 

<11) Chowdhury, Mr. Huniayun Reza. 

(12) Chowdhury, Mr. Rezzaqul Haider, 

(13) Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Q4) Das, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

^15) Datta, Mr. Bankim Chandra. 

(1C) Dalta, Mr. Narendra Chandia. 

(17) D'Rozario, Mrs. K. 

(18) Ellahi, Mr. S. Fazal. 

(19) Gos\\ami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

(20) Haider, Nawabzada Kamruddin. 

(21) IJosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muzzamuddin. 

(22) Hossain, Mr. Latai'at. 

(23) Huq, Mr. Syed Muhammad Ghaziul. 

(24) Ibrahim, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mohammad. 

(25) Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

(26) Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

(27) Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf. 

(28) Khan, Maulana Muhammad Akram. 

(29) Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

(30) Maitra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan. 

(31) McKerrow, Mr. J. A, 

(32) Molla, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

(33) Momin, Begum Hatnida. 
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(34) Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh Nath, 

(36) Nicholl, Mr. C. K. 

(36) Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

(37) Pal Choudhury, Mr. Banajit. 

(38) Poddar, Mr. H. P. 

(39) Rahman, Klian Bahadur Ataur. 

(40) Rahman, Mr. Mukhlesur. 

(41) Rashid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 

(42) Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

(43) Ray Chowdhury, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath, of Santosh. 

(44) Roy, Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan. 

(45) Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandri. 

(46) Sanyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan. 

(47) Sarker, Mr. Indu Bhusan. 

(48) Shamsuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

(49) Singh Roy, Mr. Saileswar. 

(50) Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan. 

(51) Wilmer, Mr. D. H. 
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The following members were absent from the Meeting held on the 
22nd September, 1937 : — 

(1) Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

(2) Ghowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

(3) Dutta, Mr. Eamini Kumar. 

(4) Esmail, Khwaja Muhammad. 

(5) Hosaain, Mr. Mohamed. 

(6) Jen, Khan Bahadut Shaikh Muhammad. 

(7) Lamb, Mr. T. 

(8) Mookerji, Dr. Badha Kumud. 

(9) Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

(10) Sen, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

(11) Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. 
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The ioUdwi&g H^^ble Ministers attended the meeting held on the 
2nd September 1937: — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, M.n.A. 

(2) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naeimuddin, k.c.i*£., m.l.a. 

(3) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, ic.l.a. 

(4) The Hoi|*ble Nawal) Khwaja Habibnllah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

M.L.A. 

(5) The Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, 

M.L.A. 

(6) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, m.l.a. / ' 

(7) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

M.L.A. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, m.l.a. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, m.l.a. 

(10) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick, m.l.a. 
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